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New Disaster
M I N I S T R Y

he government
established the
new Ministry of
D i s a s t e r

P r e p a r e d n e s s ,
Management and
Reconstruction and
appointed Central Grand
Bahama Member of
Parliament Iram Lewis as
minister of state to lead
the ministry.
The formation of the

new ministry was
announced by Prime
Minister Dr. Hubert
Minnis during a press
conference yesterday at

BY DEANDRE WILLIAMSON
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 6... 4 Central Grand Bahama MP Iram Lewis 

Economic REcovERy ZonEs DEsignatED

4 Prime Minister Dr. Hubert Minnis announced the establishment of the new Ministry of Disaster Preparedness, Management
and Reconstruction during yesterday’s press conference at the Office of the Prime Minister.  Central Grand Bahama MP Iram
Lewis was appointed as minister of state for the new ministry. The prime minister also designated East Grand Bahama, Abaco

and the Abaco Cays as special economic recovery zones.  (Photo/BIS)

Restoring commerce is
vital to the islands of
Abaco and Grand
Bahama and to facilitate
the social and economic
recovery of those islands
affected by Hurricane
Dorian, the government
identified them as special
economic recovery zones.
“I am pleased to

announce that East Grand
Bahama, Abaco, and the
Abaco Cays will be des-
ignated as special eco-
nomic recovery zones for
an initial period of three
years,” Prime Minister
Dr. Hubert Minnis said
during a press conference
yesterday at the Office of
the Prime Minister. 
“This designation,

modeled after what is
already in place for the
Over-the-Hill initiative,
will enable the communi-

BY DEANDRE WILLIAMSON
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 7...

‘New Ministry Brings
Incoherent Confusion’
Opposition Leader Philip
Davis said the announce-
ment of the new Ministry
of Disaster Preparedness,
Management and
Reconstruction brought
an “incoherent dose of
confusion that will fuel
more delays and deepen
the level of dissatisfac-

BY DEANDRE WILLIAMSON
Journal Staff Writer

4 Opposition Leader Philip Davis g See page 4...

T

PM to  S ign
Carnival HOA
Prime Minister Dr. Hubert
Minnis is expected to
travel to Grand Bahama
on Wednesday and during
this trip, Dr. Minnis said
he will sign a heads of
agreement (HOA) with
Carnival Corporation for

a new cruise port on the
island.
“It is more vital now

than ever to continue with
our economic develop-
mental program for Grand
Bahama,” Dr. Minnis said
yesterday during a press
conference at the Office

BY DEANDRE WILLIAMSON
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 4...

1.5 Billion Pounds of
Debris Removal Begins
It’s a mammoth task, but
according to Minister of
the Environment and
Housing Romauld
Ferreira, the process of
removing the estimated
1.5 billion pounds of
debris left behind by
Hurricane Dorian has
begun.
“Notwithstanding the

tens of millions of dollars,
there are volunteer agen-
cies here on the ground.
There are private citizens
on the ground that have
begun the debris removal,
certainly from their
homes and their premis-
es,” Ferreira said last
Friday.
“Another facet of

debris removal would

BY BERTHONY MCDERMOTT
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 4...
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House of Assembly
Speaker Halson Moultrie
met with the Vice-
Chairman of the Standing
Committee of the
National People's
Congress of the People's
Republic of China Dr.
Cai Dafeng in the Senate
on Friday. 
According to Moultrie,

Dr. Dafeng extended a
courtesy call at the speak-
er’s office to open the
parliament doors to
increase communication
between China and The
Bahamas and seek oppor-
tunities to enhance the
two countries' bilateral
relationship and diplo-
matic relationship. 
“China is deepening its

democracy and The
Bahamas is in the process
of deepening our democ-
racy. We both believe in
the rule of law and so the
purpose really is to seek
beneficial opportunities
to advance the people of
The Bahamas while also
the people of China will
be benefitting from the
mutually beneficial rela-
tionship,” Moultrie said.
“We see opportunities

of the remainders of the
archipelago to develop as
we restore and develop
Grand Bahama and Great
Abaco so that it could be
a greater population dis-
tribution.”    
The speaker gave a list

of key areas for develop-
ment which include sci-
entific research on the
impact of global warming
on the apparent increase
in intensity and frequen-
cy of tropical cyclones.
In addition, the key

areas also include scien-
tific research and devel-
opment of marine indus-
tries as well as education
and industrial develop-
ment in the southeast
Bahamas infrastructural
restoration and through-
out our archipelago.
Moultrie suggested

building a maximum
security facility in Little
Iguana as it is “strategi-
cally positioned at the
gateway to The Bahamas
from the South”. 
He said, “We seem to

have more problems
coming from the South,
way in respect to illegal
immigration and with
respect to poaching of
our Bahamian waters and
so we believe if we put

the proper faculties at
that gateway, we can bet-
ter protect ourselves and
our sovereignty.”   
Dr. Defeng said China

takes the relationship
with The Bahamas very
seriously as it is benefi-
cial and the Bahamian
government can expect
their cooperation in areas
such as culture, tourism
and port development. 
He added that the two

economies are highly
complementary. He even
invited The Bahamas to

join China’s Belt and
Road Initiative – China’s
global development strat-

egy for international
trade and economic
growth. 
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China Donates $500,000
The Chinese government
donated on Friday
$500,000 to The Bahamas
for Hurricane Dorian relief
efforts.
Speaker of the House of

Assembly Halson Moultrie
was meeting with the Vice-
Chairman of the Standing

Committee of the National
People's Congress of the
People's Republic of China
Dr. Cai Dafeng at the
Senate when Dr. Dafeng
announced the donation.   
Previously, China gave

$120,000 and the Chinese
Embassy donated emer-
gency supplies of $20,000
to the National Emergency
Management Agency

(NEMA).
United States Senator

Marco Rubio voiced his
fears recently in an
American newspaper that
Hurricane Dorian will be
an opportunity for China to
increase its presence in
The Bahamas if the U.S.
Defense Department does
not offer “logical assis-
tance”.

“By targeting the
Bahamian government in
this period of crisis,
Beijing would be making
the same opportunistic
play to access critical for-
eign infrastructure,” Rubio
argued.
“In recent years, China

has sought to expand its
presence and influence in
the Bahamas. With many

airports no longer opera-
tional and ports rendered
unnavigable, the post-
Dorian situation is tailor-
made for Chinese exploita-
tion. Beijing’s predatory
mercantilist international
strategy, the Belt and Road
Initiative, is predicated on
offering other nations
assistance with infrastruc-
ture projects.

“The level of destruc-
tion that Dorian caused is
unprecedented, and
Americans, as regional
partners and global lead-
ers, have both moral and
national security impera-
tives to lend our logistical
resources to help the
Bahamas and defend our
own hemisphere from
China’s encroachment.”

BY EARYEL BOWLEG 
Journal Staff Writer

China Discusses Advancement
Opportunities with House Speaker

4 His Excellency, Dr. Cai Dafeng, Vice-Chairman of the Standing Committee of the National People’s
Congress of the People’s Republic of China made a call upon Speaker of the House of Assembly, the Hon.

Halson Moultrie on Friday, September 20, 2019 at the Senate.  Dr. Cai was accompanied by Ambassador of
the People’s Republic of China to The Bahamas His Excellency Huang Qinguo. (BiS Photos/derek Smith)

BY EARYEL BOWLEG 
Journal Staff Writer

4 From left: HE Huang Qinguo, HE Dr. Cai Dafeng, the Hon. Halson Moultrie, the Hon. Don
Saunders, and Mr. David Forbes. (BIS Photos/Derek Smith)
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Bahamas Joins Global Fight
Against Climate Change

The Bahamas has joined
the global strike advocat-
ing for more to be done
by the government to end
climate change.
The recent fires in the

Amazon, scorching sum-
mer temperatures across
Europe and closer to
home, deadly hurricanes
with a record breaking
six additional named
storms active in the
Atlantic and Pacific, all
signs that more must be
done to address climate
change.
Leading a global strike

is a 16-year-old Swedish
girl Greta Thunberg, who
has the full support of
The Bahamas. 
Citing the climate cri-

sis declaration last
Friday, were young rep-
resentatives of the Cat
Island Conservative
Institute, who called for
immediate, bold action
be taken by The
Bahamas, other small
island developing states
and the international
community to address
this crisis. 
Minister of the

Environment and
Housing Romauld

Ferreira agreed.
“The success of this is

not really going to be
measure in how many
homes are destroyed. It’s
actually the opposite,” he
said. 
“It’s going be meas-

ured in how many homes
are not destroyed, how
many homes are not
ruined, how many lives
are not lost.”

Founder and
Executive Director of the
Young Marine Explorers
and the Cat Island
Conservative Institute
Nikita Shiel-Rolle issued
a call to action for every-
one to join the cause.
“It is through harness-

ing the collective powers
that we will be able to
combat climate change
and rebuild our island

nation capable of surviv-
ing the changes in our
climate and ensuring that
the people of The
Bahamas and every small
island developing state
thrives, as this is our
inherent human right,”
she said. 
In addition, to the

2020 plastic ban,
Minister Ferreira said the
government will soon

bring environmental leg-
islation to parliament to
make The Bahamas more
environmentally friendly
by year’s end.
“The attorney general

promised, I don’t know if
you remember sometime
back, a sweep of environ-
mental legislation and he
has delivered a lot of
them in draft that we are
reviewing,” he said.

“One of the two funda-
mental things that we
want to do in addition to
the plastics ban legisla-
tion is to amend the
Bahamas National Trust
Act, amend the Bahamas
Protective areas fund.
We want to introduce an
act to establish the
Ministry of Environment
which is very important
and we also want to
introduce an act to estab-
lish the Department of
Planning and Protection
which is also very impor-
tant.
“These are things that

will put into bear and
take us down the road of
better environmental
stewardship and give us
the ability to levy the
kinds of fines that should
be proportionate with the
sort of event that we gen-
erate and cause the fine
to occur.”  
Further, what’s next in

addressing this crisis is
for the prime minister to
make a declaration on an
international level. 
Additionally, he said

he would suggest the
speaker of the House of
Assembly declare that
The Bahamas is in a cli-
mate crisis once parlia-
ment resumes.

BY BERTHONY MCDERMOTT
Journal Staff Writer

4 Greta thunberg (afP/GettY iMaGeS)
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‘New Ministry Brings
Incoherent Confusion’

PM to Sign
Carnival HOA

1.5 Billion Pounds of
Debris Removal Begins

tion, anger and frustra-
tion” among Bahamians.
“The PLP is deeply

concerned about this lack
of leadership in articulat-
ing a clear direction and
vision through a practical
policy response by the
government in the after-
math of the country's lat-
est disaster and crisis,”
Davis said yesterday in a
statement responding to
the prime minister’s
announcement of the new
ministry.
“NEMA is the statutory

authority and executing
mechanism to manage all
national emergencies. We
do not agree that another
layer of bureaucracy with
another political head will
solve the myriad of chal-
lenges facing the govern-
ment in this national
effort.”
Davis is calling on

Prime Minister Dr. Hubert
Minnis to do his job
because the National
Emergency Management
Agency (NEMA), he said,
must be structurally and
functionally transformed
from a coordination body
to a fully resourced corpo-
rate sole entity. 
“It has been almost

three weeks since Dorian
made landfall and left and
the government does not
appear any more prepared
to deal with this national
emergency than it was in
the days leading up to and
after Dorian's landfall,”
Davis added.
“There was sufficient

for a recall of parliament
to debate much of the
details and to chart a col-
lective course going for-
ward.
“No doubt, the disaster

is the substantive minister,
which is the Most Hon.
Hubert Minnis himself.”
Central Grand Bahama

Member of Parliament
Iram Lewis was appointed
as the minister of state
responsible for the new
ministry.
However, Davis has

many questions concern-
ing the role of the new
Ministry of Disaster
P r e p a r e d n e s s ,
Management and
Reconstruction.
“One of the leaders of

the legislative branch of
government is now sub-
ject to the executive? The
recently announced storm
coordinators report to the
NEMA executive direc-
tor? Does NEMA report to
this new ministry? What is

the state minister for
Grand Bahama doing as
relief and restoration
should be the major focus
of that ministry?” Davis
asked.
“On the major issues of

security and public safety,
are the security forces
subject to this new min-
istry?
“How do these new and

combined reporting rela-
tionships make for a
smoother and more effi-
cient operation?
“Clearly the govern-

ment is shooting from the
hips and the seat of their
pants as a result of the
strong pushback and criti-
cism from the ill-advised
appointment of Senate
President Kay Forbes-
Smith. Her decisions have
created long lines and
unacceptable delays in
receiving relief supplies.
We decry these long lines
as deepening the frustra-
tion and an affront to the
dignity of those affected,
many of whom have lost
everything including the
lives of loved ones.
“This is another

unhelpful example of
political waste with anoth-
er permanent secretary
and all the structure which
goes with a new ministry.”

of the Prime Minister.
“We remain committed

to the restoration and
redevelopment of Grand
Bahama.  Grand Bahama
must be restored and be
made stronger and more
vibrant.”
The cruise port will be

the largest Carnival cruise
port in the world and
would make Grand
Bahama and The Bahamas
one of the best cruise des-
tinations in the Caribbean.
The cruise port is

expected to cost at least
$100 million and would
provide more than 1,000
jobs. 

Also during the trip, the
prime minister will review
the progress of Grand
Bahama’s recovery efforts
following Hurricane
Dorian.
Dr. Minnis also

announced that a shelter
and housing plan has been
developed to relocate the
evacuees living in shelters
in New Providence so that
they will able to return to
Abaco and Grand
Bahama.  
“Temporary housing

options will be available
for staff and many resi-
dents,” he added.
Dr. Minnis also pointed
out that he met with the
leadership of the Abaco

Chamber of Commerce
last week.
“I have talked to many

residents and friends of
Abaco since Hurricane
Dorian.  The people of
Abaco are ready to
rebuild. Abaconians are a
resilient and strong peo-
ple.  Marsh Harbour, the
Abaco Cays and Central
and North Abaco will be
built stronger and more
resilient,” Dr. Minnis said.
“The Hope Town light-

house must also be
restored as an enduring
symbol of the resilience of
the people of Abaco, the
people of Grand Bahama
and all the people of our
Commonwealth.”

have to be the insurance
adjusters, particularly for
those homes and business-
es that were insured.  They
would go through that
process and the larger
scale debris would take a
little bit more time.”  
The Ministry of Public

Works is expected to trav-
el to Abaco on Monday to
start removing larger
debris on that island. A
team is already there iden-
tifying laydown sites and
to assist in sorting.
“During Hurricane

Matthew, there were lay-
down sites in New
Providence and there were
no attempts made to really
sort and sometimes that
creates a bigger problem
in the end, so we intend to
manage the process,”
Ferreira said.
The minister has

revealed that it’s an exer-
cise that will take tens of
millions of dollars, money
the public treasury does

not have.  
However, international

partners stand ready to
assist.

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...
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4 Min. of the Environment and Housing Romauld Ferreira
(BIS Photo)
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