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4 Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Finance Peter Turnquest (centre) held a press conference, Wednesday, August 14, at
his office to launch the Bahamas Customs and Excise Department’s public education campaign for the Customs

Modernization Initiative, and the User Registration Drive for Click2Clear.  Also pictured are Tamico Brice, Project Manager and
Superintendent Tyrone Sands, Bahamas Customs Department. (BIS Photos/Derek Smith) 

PM Calls BPL Service
‘ U n a C C e P T a B L e ’

dmitting that he
is “deeply
unhappy” that
Bahamians are

suffering from the vexing
load shedding issue,
Prime Minister Dr.
Hubert Minnis called
Bahamas Power and
Light’s (BPL) service
“unacceptable,” but
assured that the company
is currently carrying out a

BY DEANDRE WILLIAMSON
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 4... 4 Prime Minister Dr. Hubert Minnis

PLP Wants BPL Board Fired 
Progressive Liberal Party
(PLP) Chairman Fred
Mitchell renewed the
party’s call for the dis-
missal of the entire board
at Bahamas Power and
Light (BPL).
“They are colossal fail-

ures. If they do not go,
then the minister and ulti-

BY DEANDRE WILLIAMSON
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 4... 4 PLP Chairman Fred Mitchell 

A

BPL Presents Load
Shedding Resolution

Deputy Prime Minister
Peter Turnquest said
Bahamas Power and Light
officials met with the gov-
ernment on Tuesday and
gave a presentation of

their short-term plan to
resolve the agonizing load
shedding issue that is
plaguing New
Providence. 
Turnquest revealed this

information yesterday and

BY EARYEL BOWLEG 
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 4...

Customs Fraud Fighting
Initiative Launched

The Bahamas Customs
Department and Deputy
Prime Minister Peter
Turnquest introduced the
new online portal Click2
Clear, which is designed
to protect against customs

fraud.
During a press confer-

ence on Wednesday at the
Ministry of Finance, they
laid out the government’s
public education cam-
paign to unveil this latest
initiative. 
In addition to protect-

ing against fraud, the por-

tal will provide faster cus-
toms clearance, automatic
email confirmation and
online payments.  
Turnquest believes the

portal is a way to ensure a
more effective system. 
“Once Click2Clear is

fully implemented, all
importers will be operat-

ing by the same rules and
regulations. This is possi-
ble because most process-
es will be digitized and
automated. That means
they won’t vary from one
customs officer to the next
or one port of entry to the

BY EARYEL BOWLEG 
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 4...

Dominican Charged
for Human Trafficking
A 37-year-old Dominican
woman was charged in
Magistrate's Court yester-
day, with three counts of
trafficking. 
Sobeyda Garcia Reyes,

also known as Sobeyda

Scrivens, whose address
was listed as West Bay
Street, faced one count
each of conspiracy to
engage in trafficking and
trafficking in persons, all
alleged to have happened
between December 1,

BY LICEC BASTIAN
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 4...

Torchbearers Convention
Begins Tonight 

A Future Secured
#Accesgranted, the theme
for the Free National
Movement's (FNM)
Torchbearers Youth
Association's (TYA)
Convention, which begins

tonight at Melia. 
TYA President Carlyle

Bethel during a press con-
ference yesterday, said the
two-day, two-night con-
vention will focus on
entrepreneurship, educa-
tion and employment,

BY LICEC BASTIAN
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 2...
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With youth unemploy-
ment still relatively high,
the Free National
Movement’s Torchbearers
Youth Association (TYA)
President Carlyle Bethel
believes it’s now time to
approach the problem in a
different way, which he
said the Minnis adminis-
tration is doing. 
"The youth unemploy-

ment numbers have his-
torically been high and it's
been a challenge for suc-
cessive governments,”
Bethel said.
"I think what the gov-

ernment is doing is
they’re approaching it
from a different angle this
time and that is not just
trying to provide short
term jobs [in] the 52 week
programme, but they are
trying to build skills
among young people so
that even if they happen to

not be able to find a job
they can still get a job and
complete a job and com-
plete a task and do it well
and have a long term sus-
tainable form of income.
"And, so I think that

those signs and those
things will pay off in the
long run and I think that’s
very encouraging for us." 
When asked about the

overall decrease in unem-
ployment figures, the
TYA president credited
the government with
doing much to diversify
not just employment for
young people, but build-
ing young entrepreneurs.
"When we look at the

labour numbers, we
would have seen that the
recent numbers would
have shown that unem-
ployment is at its lowest
in 10 years.  With that
being said, the govern-
ment is doing a lot to
diversify not just employ-
ment for young people,

but to build entrepreneurs
throughout the country,”
Bethel said.    
"We see the implemen-

tation of programmes like
the Small Business
Development Center, the
Be Your Own Boss
Scholarship, at BTVI,
which helps those stu-
dents who graduate BTVI
with trades to then start
their own business in their
particular trade. 
"So, all these things

combined together are
what I believe is con-
tributing to the decrease in
the unemployment num-
bers to its lowest in 10
years. 
"That's very encourag-

ing for us.  I think it’s very
encouraging for the coun-
try and I think it shows
exactly the good that the
government is doing." 
The TYA president said

these are signs that will
pay off in the long run as
more and more people are

focused and interested in
entrepreneurship, educa-

tion and employment. 
The TYA heads into a

two-day youth convention
today and Friday. 
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Legal Notice

TYa President Confident in
Gov’t Job Training approach 

BY LICEC BASTIAN
Journal Staff Writer

Torchbearers Convention Begins Tonight 
particularly for the youth
of the country. 
"We will speak more in

detail towards [the three
E's]. When we travel
around the country to
Abaco, Grand Bahama,
Eleuthera, you name it,
there are three things that
we find young people are
focused and interested on
[are] entrepreneurship,
education and employ-
ment.   Those three E's,”
Bethel said. 
"[This] is really the

focus of the convention
and we will really push
that message and show
exactly what the govern-
ment is doing. No fluff
talk, just facts." 
This is the second con-

vention the association
has had in the past two
years and its president
said the convention nights
will be enlightening and
engaging. 
Bethel said the purpose

and goal of the convention
is to give young persons a
platform to express open-

ly and freely how they feel
the government is doing
as well as for the party to
speak to facts of what the
government is doing
specifically for the youth
of the country.
"Specifically in entre-

preneurship, education

and employment, we find
that young people care
about those three E's in
regards to the develop-
ment of their future and so
we hope to put out the
facts for the Bahamian
public to see what the
government is doing for

them," Bethel said. 
According to Bethel,

the day sessions will
focus on political training
and education on party
history, and party struc-
ture. 
"How the party work

with the community, how

the party stays in touch
with the community [and]
running and organizing a
campaign,” Bethel said. 
"So, it’s almost like a

two-day training session
on politics, giving a good
scope on politics, because
we have delegates from

all Family Islands, from
all constituencies, who
are coming out and we
want to give them access
to knowledge in regards
to party structure and his-
tory, how the party works,
what’s the difference
between the party and the
government and how
those two work together
or separate.
"So it should be a very

informative day ses-
sions." 
Youth speakers will

include Bain and Grants
Member of Parliament
Travis Robinson, Minister
of Youth Lanisha Rolle
and FNM National Vice
Chairman Lincoln Deal. 
Other speakers will

include the party's chair-
man Carl Culmer,
Pinewood MP Reuben
Rahming and Minister of
Tourism Dionisio
D'Aguilar, with keynote
speakers Minister of
Education Jeffery Lloyd
tonight and Prime
Minister Dr. Hubert
Minnis at Friday night's
convention.

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...

4 Free National Movement’s Torchbearers Youth Association (TYA) President Carlyle Bethel (Journal)

Gov’t Discusses Potential
Minimum Wage Increase
Minister of Labour Dion
Foulkes told reporters ear-
lier this week that discus-
sions are taking place
concerning a raise in min-
imum wage. 
This followed count-

less complaints of the
high cost of living in The
Bahamas, considering the
60 percent increase in
value added tax from 7.5
per cent to 12 percent. 
He said, “There is a

discussion at the tripartite
council level.  However,
there hasn’t been any
definitive recommenda-
tion at this point.”
In 2015, the govern-

ment of The Bahamas
raised minimum wage
from $150 per week to
$210 per week to offset

the implementation of
value added tax at 7.5 per-
cent. 
Last year, ahead of the

VAT increase, Deputy
Prime Minister and
Minister of Finance Peter

Turnquest told reporters
that an increase in wages
will be an extra expense
on businesses that will
potentially lead to an
increase in products and
services. 

4 Minister of Labour Dion Foulkes 
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FLORIDa’S HOT 105 RaDIO LIVe BROaDCaST FROM 
FReePORT HIGHLIGHTeD JUnKanOO SUMMeR FeST

The Islands Of The
Bahamas recently part-
nered with the Wiggins
Agency in South Florida
to host a live remote
broadcast from Freeport,
Grand Bahama with S
Florida’s Hot 105 FM’S
on air personality, James
T. Also partnering in the
promotion was
Bahamasair, the national
flag carrier of The
Bahamas, who recently
increased its air loads to
Grand Bahama including
jet service from Fort
Lauderdale and Miami.
The remote promoted

summertime fun in
Freeport including the
Annual Bahamas
Junkanoo Summer
Festival.
The broadcast back to

S. Florida radio listeners,
took place Saturday from
the Pavilion of Freeport’s
Grand Lucayan Resort
Lighthouse Point.  The
lineup of on-air guests
included a cross section
of Grand Bahama Island
tourism stakeholders who
shared with listeners in
Florida about all of the
excitement and adventure
a visit to Grand Bahama
offers. 
The promotion includ-

ed a Come-Along compo-
nent and weeks before the
event, South Florida lis-
teners to the James T
show were invited to call
in for a chance to win a
trip as well as to get infor-
mation to travel along
with the team to Grand
Bahama to enjoy the
Island and the special cul-
tural event – Bahamas
Junkanoo Summer
Festival. 
Two lucky winners and

their guest traveled to
Freeport with the live

remote team.  The win-
ners’ prize was inclusive
of round-trip air for two,
hotel accommodations
(with meal plan), VIP
ground transfers and a
Dolphin Encounter.
“When Don Wiggins, a

long-time friend of The
Bahamas, approached us
with the opportunity to
partner on this exciting
promotion, we immedi-
ately recognized the value
of the exposure that the
participating radio sta-
tion, Hot 105 would bring
to a destination like
Freeport, Grand
Bahama,” said Betty
Bethel, Director of Sales,
Bahamas Tourist Office
(BTO) Florida.  
“We knew that it would

allow us to showcase the
beauty and
summertime excitement
of Freeport, Grand
Bahama to the huge South
Florida radio listening
audience and social media
followers.  It would Also
provide an opportunity
for Floridians to experi-
ence the Annual Bahamas
Junkanoo Summer
Festival, which is an
unforgettable, one-of-a-
kind, cultural explosion,
that is taking place on the
island - this year for three
weeks only - the last JSF
event takes place August
17th - so there is still an
opportunity to travel to
Freeport via air or sea for
the final summer rush,”
Bethel said.
Known as one of the

top on-air personalities in
the U.S., James T, has a
longstanding relationship
with The Bahamas having
formerly managed con-
cert and night club pro-
motions on the Island.
During the live remote the

radio personality shared
about some of his
Bahamas experiences as
he interviewed guests and
invited Floridians to take
advantage of the close
proximity of The Island
and the ease of getting
there by air, fast ferry or
cruise. 
Guests on the broad-

cast included the on-
Island host of the event,
The Bahamas Ministry of
Tourism Grand Bahama,
represented by Sanique

Culmer. Also extending
greetings and a warm
welcome was Carmel
Churchill, of the Grand
Bahama Island Tourism
Board. Woodrow Wilson
and Debbie Butterfield
represented Bahamasair.  
Other on-air guests for

the remote included Keith
Cooper, West End
Ecology Tours (Stingray
Experiences); Linda
Osborne, General
Manager, Underwater
Explorers Society
(UNEXSO), Dolphin

Experiences and Ms.
Erika Gates of Grand
Bahama Island Nature
Tours.
The live broadcast to

South Florida between 10
am and 2 pm on Saturday,
was also streamed live
across the U.S. and pro-
moted via the social
media channels of Hot
105 Radio and the
Wiggins Agency whose
team included a cadre of
social media and digital
specialists.

To ensure that the
group was immediately
immersed in the flavor of
the island, the team
arrived on Grand Bahama
a day before the event and
was immediately whisked
to Sands Brewery to learn
about its products, fol-
lowed by a Bahamian
lunch at Pier One
Restaurant at the Freeport
Harbour and then a tour
of UNEXSO’s Dolphin
Sanctuary.
The group were given

the opportunity to experi-

ence the Annual Bahamas
Junkanoo Summer
Festival, Freeport, on
Saturday evening to enjoy
the performances of some
six competing groups.
The team also sampled
Bahamian eats including
conch salad, conch frit-
ters, a Bahamian signa-
ture meal of peas n rice,
macaroni and cheese,
plantain, potato salad,
fish, shrimp or cracked
conch.   Local Bahamian
drink’s available at the

Festival included beers
and other products from
Sands Brewery Freeport,
Kalik  beers, and rum
from John Watlings
Brewery, Nassau,
Bahamas.
The Bahamas

Junkanoo Summer
Festival ended with the
rich and soulful stylings
of the Royal Bahamas
Police Force Pop Band
followed by top
Bahamian Global enter-
tainment artist, D-Mac. 
The broadcast team

that travelled from
Florida included James T,
his engineer, Steven Grey
and Hot 105’s digital and
social media executive,
Antoine Edwards.  Along
with Don Wiggins of The
Wiggins Advertising and
Marketing Agency were,
social media and digital
specialists, Frederick
Custard, Tiffany Manning
and Sheila Haywood.
The group were

accompanied to Grand
Bahama by Adrian Kemp

and Jeannie Gibson of
The Bahamas Tourist
Office, Florida,  sales and
communications depart-
ments respectively. On
Island in Grand Bahama,
the group were hosted by
The Bahamas Ministry of
Tourism’s Anya Hanna,
Wendell Saunders and
Sanique Culmer.
For more information

on The Bahamas includ-
ing Freeport, Grand
Bahama and its festivals
visit www.bahamas.com.

4 The Hot 105 team took a moment from the Live Remote Broadcasting from Freeport, Grand Bahama to capture this group shot.

4 Sanique Culmer, GB Bahamas Tourist Office and Carmel Churchill of G B Tourism Board chatting with Hot 105's James T.
Looking on at right, Don Wiggins of the Wiggins Agency

Beekeeper’s Warning 
to Prevent Bee attack 
A local beekeeper yester-
day advised residents in
the capital to take proper
care of the boxing on
their homes, as it will
prevent bees from form-
ing hives. 
Barry Forbes said, “If

you have at least one
eighth on an inch open in
your boxing that leaves
room for them to scout
and to get there.” 

In the wake of last
week’s bee attack, which
left and an 82-year-old
man dead in Grand
Bahama, Mr. Forbes said
he has suspected that
bees in the country are
Africanized, considering
their aggressive behav-
ior. 
He said, “When I look

at that situation in
Freeport, they were agi-
tated. I mean any bee can
pretty much kill you, but
the amount of bees that
killed that man leads me

to believe that they are
definitely African Killer
Bees.”
Bahamas National

Trust (BNT) Executive
Director Eric Carey told
The Bahama Journal that
while aggressive behav-
ior in bees is rare in the
capital, he suggests con-
tacting the Department of
Agriculture if someone
encounters a swarm.
He said, “The bees in

Grand Bahama are dis-
playing a type of behav-
ior that is very aggres-

sive, which is usually not
seen in the European tra-
ditional honey bee.”
Mr. Carey said BNT

has been in touch with
the Ministry of
Agriculture and Marine
Resources, the Grand
Bahama Port Authority
and the Ministry of
Environmental Health on
the matter. 
He added, “There is

some speculation that
there may be some form
of hybridized
Africanized bee.” 

He also said BNT rec-
ommended that the gov-
ernment try and get some
definitive analysis of the
species involved in the
attack because this is not
the first occurrence on
that island. 
In fact, last month

BNT issued a warning
following an attack on a
few of its team members
conducting bird surveys
in East Grand Bahama. 
Data from the Centers

for Disease Control and
Prevention  found that

the number of deaths
from hornet, wasp and
bee stings have hit their
highest totals since 2005. 
The CDC reported that

there were a total of
1,109 deaths from a hor-
net, wasp, or bee sting. 
The totals amount to

an average of 62 deaths
each year. 
However, in 2017,

which was the latest year
with data, there were 89
deaths and approximate-
ly 80 percent of deaths
were among males. 

BY LEAH COOPER
Journal Staff Writer
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PM Calls BPL Service
‘ U n a C C e P T a B L e ’

PLP Wants BPL Board Fired 

BPL Presents Load
Shedding Resolution Dominican 

Charged

temporary plan to mitigate
its shortfall in generation.
“It is expected to pro-

vide relief to residents as
soon as possible,” Dr.
Minnis said yesterday.
“In support, an additional
nine megawatts of power
from Aggreko units are
expected to be returned to
service.”
He added that a six-

man team of specialists
from Philadelphia Gear is
in New Providence assist-
ing with the matter.
“The team has started

working with the intention
of returning an additional
20 megawatts of power to
service at the Baillou Hill
Power Plant,” Dr. Minnis
said.
Philadelphia Gear

designs and manufactures
power transmission equip-

ment and gears. 
BPL’s peak demand is

250 megawatts and is cur-
rently experiencing a 40
megawatt shortfall.
The prime minister

noted that on Tuesday
Cabinet ministers met
with BPL executives and
board members to discuss
the unacceptable state of
power generation in New
Providence.
“Over the last several

months, BPL has had to
engage in prolonged peri-
ods of load shedding, due
to a decaying generation
fleet that has presented
challenges to power gen-
eration in New
Providence for decades,”
he explained.
“I am deeply unhappy

that our families are suf-
fering.  I fully understand
that Bahamians and resi-
dents want clear and

immediate action.
“I want to assure you

that the government is
committed to doing what-
ever is necessary to allevi-
ate this problem, includ-
ing further additional
measures.
“The frustration and

inconvenience experi-
enced by Bahamians and
residents, in homes and in
businesses throughout
New Providence is simply

unacceptable.
“We are doing all we

can to fix this problem
long-term, and to ensure
that Bahamians and resi-
dents receive the consis-
tent power supply that
they deserve. “
As part of the long-

term solution, work has
already begun on a 132-
megawatt power plant in
New Providence.

mately the prime minister
must share the shame and
the blame for their fail-
ures,” Mitchell said yes-
terday.
He pointed out that

PLP Leader Philip Davis
delivered the same mes-
sage to Prime Minister Dr.
Hubert Minnis on
Monday.
“People are so fed up

with this government and
the lights going off, that
they are being pushed to
the brink of social disor-
der and massive civic

protests. The PLP will
support these lawful
protests if there is no
action taken to solve this
crisis,” Mitchell said.
“We warn the FNM that

this time their clever PR
tricks won't work. Try as
they may, this story has
nothing to do with the
PLP. This is about those
who have the superinten-
dence of BPL today: the
FNM. 
“Had they followed the

plans left in place by the
PLP we would not be
experiencing these chal-
lenges. You don’t have to

take our word for it as this
assertion is buttressed by
the statement from the
Chamber of Commerce
today.
“Beyond that, if the

FNM government had
even followed the plan of
the Osbourne led BPL
board, the problems now
being experienced may
not now be as excruciat-
ing.”
He said, instead, the

Free National Movement
continues to blame the
PLP and try to spin clever
stories about who is at
fault in this matter. 

“This is not about
Leslie Miller or Philip
Brave Davis. This is about
the abject failures of the
Donavan Moxey led
board, the poor service by
Whitney Heastie, and the
hopeless, hapless political
leadership of Desmond
Bannister and Hubert
Minnis,” Mitchell said.
“The Bahamian people

see the stewardship of
BPL by that FNM crew as
an utter failure. They
came to office promising
to save The Bahamas, but
cannot keep the lights on.
We are 50 miles away

from the richest, most
powerful nation in the
world and we cannot keep
the lights on for 400,000
people. It is a shame and
disgrace.
“No matter how the

FNM, their surrogates and
media friends try to
excuse the FNM on the
abject failure and mis-
management of BPL by
using the worn out and
tired line that it's the PLP's
fault, the BPL crisis is not
about the PLP or Leslie
Miller, but about the
prime minister who
messed up badly and BPL

is near collapse, creating
the current crisis.”
According to the PLP

chairman, the current
Minnis administration’s
contrived plan is to blame
for this current energy cri-
sis and the prime minister
and his government must
be held accountable for
his poor decisions.
“Deflections and politi-

cal bluster will not
absolve the FNM of cul-
pability, responsibility and
accountability for this lat-
est fabricated and redun-
dant energy crisis,”
Mitchell said. 

added that the government
is working diligently on
the matter. 
“We anticipate, based

upon the information that
was given to us, that we
will have a relatively short
resolution to the matter
barring any other signifi-
cant events and so hope-
fully this saga, if we can
call it that, can end,” Mr.
Turnquest assured.
When asked if the BPL

load shedding is a national
crisis, Turnquest said he

wouldn’t put a label on it.
“We know that this is a

very significant inconven-
ience for citizens and resi-
dence and the inconven-
ience they have to endure
during this period,” he
said.
When questioned about

BPL being privatized, the
deputy prime minister
said there were no discus-
sions on the matter, but he
would defer to the minis-
ter of works and BPL.
As for the government

allegedly allocating funds
for maintenance repairs,

but were used for new
engines at Clifton Pier,
Turnquest said he is not
aware if that is what the
funds were used for, but
admits he is not in charge
of those funds.  He
deferred again to BPL on
the matter. 
Load shedding contin-

ues throughout New
Providence and on
Sunday during a press
conference, BPL CEO
Whitney Heastie was
unable to guarantee
whether load shedding
would stop. 

2018 and January 31,
2019. 
Reyes is alleged to have

exploited a woman during
the time frame in ques-
tion. 
It is further alleged that

between December 16,
2018 and January 31,
2019, she unlawfully with-
held the identification

papers of her victim. 
She pleaded not guilty

to all three charges and
was denied bail and opted
to have her trial heard in
the Magistrate's Court. 
She was subsequently

remanded to the Bahamas
Department of Corrections
until August 21 at which
time she will have a status
hearing. 
According to court

papers, 11 witnesses
appear on the docket – the
majority of them police
officers.
The U.S. Department of

State's 2019 trafficking in
persons report found that
The Bahamas maintains its
tier one ranking. This, con-
sidering it continues to
demonstrate “serious and
sustained” efforts to com-
bat trafficking.

Customs Fraud Fighting
Initiative Launched

next,” Turnquest said.
“We will have tighter

controls and risk man-
agement to reduce the
opportunities of corrup-
tion and fraud, including
the ability to transition to
a cashless environment.
“The benefits of this

transformation are
numerous, as the govern-
ment will have accurate
statistical information
for more effective policy

making and real time
information to assist
with better budget plan-
ning.”
Superintendent Tyrone

Sands made it clear that
anyone who needs to
register, whether a resi-
dent or not, must register
online.
Persons who should

register include individu-
als who shop online,
send or receive docu-
ments internationally or
use a broker or freight

forwarder to import
goods.
“Once your name

appears on a manifest,
your name must be in the
system for those works
to be cleared. This is why
it is imperative that you
register,” Superintendent
Sands warned.
“We just want to stress

the importance of being
proactive. Register now.
This is August.
Thanksgiving will soon
be here. Christmas will

soon be here. You’ll be
ordering gifts and pres-
ents online. Do not wait
until you place that
order. The goods are at a
customs port and then
you find you did not reg-
ister and your name is
not in the system.”      
Registration can be

done online at
www.click2clear.gov.bs.
A hotline is also avail-

able for persons in need
of assistance. Residents
will need a National

Insurance Board Smart
Card to register. 
Other features of

Click2Clear include the
business trade portal and
the pleasure vessel clear-
ance portal, which is an
online module for pleas-
ure vessels to clear cus-
toms and apply for
mandatory cruising and
fishing permits.   
Another feature to

look out for next year is a
mobile app. 
The Bahamas

Customs Department is
currently collaborating
with a local software
developer to launch the
mobile app, Exempt
App, for customs decla-
rations at baggage claim
to be paperless.
The system will be in

place September 1 and
everyone must register
online by September 30. 
So far, 5,000 persons

mainly from the Family
Islands have already reg-
istered. 
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