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New Economic
Vibrancy

vibrant economy
is expected to
continue the
downward trend

in unemployment num-
bers, according to
Minister of Labour
Senator Dion Foulkes. 
The 2019 Labour

Force Survey, that looked
at a six month timeframe,
from November last year
to May 2019, indicates
that unemployment
dropped to a record low
in 10 years, to a single

BY LICEC BASTIAN
Journal Staff Writer

gg Hosts Pm and Cabinet to offiCial lunCHeon

4 Governor General Cornelius A. Smith hosted Prime Minister Dr. Hubert Minnis and Cabinet ministers to an official luncheon at Government House on 
August 13, 2019. (BIS Photo/Letisha Henderson)

g See page 2... 4 Labour Minister Dion Foulkes

Workforce Disparity
Concerns Gov’t

The latest unemployment
figures still showing a
gap between the number
of men versus women
employed in the country,
as research revealed that
the jobless rate for
women is at 9.9 percent

compared to 9.2 percent
for men. 
Minister of Labour

Dion Foulkes acknowl-
edged yesterday that this
is cause for concern,
adding that he and the
minister of finance are
analyzing the numbers to

BY LICEC BASTIAN
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 4...

Some School Repairs 75% Complete
Minister of Education
Jeffrey Lloyd revealed on
Tuesday that 75 percent
of school repairs have
been completed on nine
public schools in the capi-
tal. 
Before entering the

weekly Cabinet meeting,

he gave further updates
that school renovations
are either on or ahead of
schedule. 
Lloyd said he is

pleased with the work of
contractors, especially on
schools in New
Providence. Schools iden-
tified as being in critical
condition and are now on

BY EARYEL BOWLEG 
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 4... 4 Education Minister Jeffrey Lloyd

A
Nationwide 

Plastic Ban 2020 
Effective January 1,
2020, the government
will implement its
nationwide plastic ban on
single-use plastics and

styrofoam food contain-
ers.
The Ministry of

Environment and
Housing is also placing
this ban on the distribu-

BY DEANDRE WILLIAMSON
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 3...

Half of Morton’s
Issues Resolved
Minister of Labour
Senator Dion Foulkes
confirmed that following
an all day frank meeting,
eight hours to be exact,
50 percent of the issues

plaguing the Bahamas
Industrial Manufacturers
and Allied Workers
Union's (BIMAWU) and
its concerns regarding
Morton Salt have been
addressed. 

BY LICEC BASTIAN
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 4...
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More Parents Choosing
School Pickup Services
More parents are hiring
private transportation
services to handle the
tasks of picking up and
dropping off their chil-
dren to school. 
The Bahama Journal

interviewed Jennifer
Johnson, owner of
Bahamas Kids Taxi, and

Jeffrey Myers, owner of
Jasmine’s Transit, who
both explained that it is
not because of a lack of
available transportation
for parents, but time is
the main issue.
“I think it’s convenient

because sometimes you
don’t have time to leave
work and then the time-
frame that you have to
leave work to go make

that dash and pick up
your child and the traffic
on the road is ridiculous
since everyone has a
small car,” Johnson said.
Myers added, “The

problem would be the
time of the day when it’s
time for pickup or drop
off is your work time and
so in many cases, they
can’t make it.”     
When it comes to

gaining trust from par-
ents, Myers doesn’t have
that problem as he estab-
lishes a relationship with
the client to ensure an
ease of mind.
“Most of my business-

es, in the years of that
I’ve been in it, it has been
by word of mouth and
most of the business I got
had been passed on by
parent to parent,” Myers

admitted. 
“How I interact with

the kids speak for itself
and I let them deal with
parent.”   
Although both agree

that this service is
becoming increasingly
popular, it is not highly
advertised.   Johnson
revealed that this is to
protect the children’s pri-
vacy, which is a major

concern for mostly the
child rather than their
parents.
“All the children do

not want their friends to
know you’re in pickup
service. For me, how I
treat my children or the
kids who are in my serv-
ice, they are like my chil-
dren. You will never
know that is not my
child.”

BY EARYEL BOWLEG 
Journal Staff Writer

Man Shot Dead
in Coconut Grove
Police are investigating a shooting
incident that left a man dead and
two others with injuries. 
According to police, shortly

before 6 p.m. on Tuesday, a group
of persons were sitting in a yard on
Amos Ferguson Street, off
Palmetto Avenue, Coconut Grove,
when they were approached by two

armed men who opened fired in
their direction, injuring three of
them, before making good their
escape. 
One man was pronounced dead

on scene, while the other two were
transported to hospital and listed in
stable condition.
Investigations are ongoing.

Economic
Vibrancy
digit. 
"We are extremely

pleased and very happy,
the entire government,
with the results of the
labour survey,” Mr.
Foulkes said. 
"There was a signifi-

cant decrease for that six
month period.  We are
now down to 9.7 percent,
which is extremely
good." 
The labour minister is

optimistic that the many
projects across the coun-
try are anticipated to
bring new jobs and con-
tinue to decrease the
unemployment rate in the
country. 
"The Wind

Development, opposite
the prime minister's
office, that's a major
development.  We also
have at Hurricane Hole, a
major development that's
going on.  They've
already broken ground
and we anticipate that
from both of those devel-

opments there will be new
jobs,” Mr. Foulkes said. 
"When The Pointe is

completed that will be
close to 600 to 700 perma-
nent jobs at The Pointe.
"So, we are very opti-

mistic about the state of
the economy." 
As for the increase in

unemployment in Abaco,
both labour minister and
Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Finance
Peter Turnquest said they
were concerned and
revealed that there are
some major projects in the
pipeline for Abaco. 
"In Abaco, I think what

you are seeing there is
some slowing down in the
Bakers Bay work, so that
will be kind of expected as
they wrap up the develop-
ment phase over there,”
Mr. Turnquest said. 
"But we're working to

continue to try and spur
other developments.
There is a project that is
slated for South Abaco
that will hopefully take up

some of this capacity that
will be shifting and
[then] we can get those
numbers turned around.”
According to Mr.

Foulkes, "There are two
or three major develop-
ments that are being pro-
posed for Abaco. I do not
want to preempt the
Cabinet and the prime
minister's announcement
of those developments,
but we are satisfied that
over the next 12 months
that Abaco will be in
good shape economical-
ly." 
Following the initial

release of the Labour
Force Survey, last week,
the deputy prime minister
noted that the govern-
ment will not rest on its
laurels and added that
improvements in the
overall numbers of
employed persons will
increase with major proj-
ects in New Providence,
Grand Bahama and
Eleuthera and will pro-
vide some relief.  

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...
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Memorial Held for Bahamian
Entertainer, the late Sly Roker
A memorial service was
held this past Saturday,
August 10th at 11:30am
at the Balmoral Club (on
Sanford Drive) for
Bahamian Entertainer the
late Sly Roker.  
The event was attended

by family, friends and
members of the local
music industry.  Speakers
included Isaiah Taylor,
leader of the Grammy
Award winning group
“Baha Men”, family
members, 100 Jamz Sales
Manager Kevin Darville
as well as local
s i n g e r / s o n g w r i t e r
Nehemiah Hield who also
performed a soul stirring
rendition of the Frank
Sinatra classic “I Did It
My Way”.  Former Radio
Personality and Pastor of
Charisma Church Kevin
“Minister K” Harris gave
a word of encouragement
and prayed for the chil-

dren of Sly Roker. 
A public viewing was

also held on Saturday
August 10th, Monday
August 12th and again on
Tuesday August 13th
2019 at Restview
Mortuary on Soldier
Road and Prince Charles
Drive. 
Sylvester “Sly” Roker

died in Turks & Caicos on
July 17th, 2019.  He is
survived by many sib-
lings, children and grand-
children who loved him
dearly.
Sly is well known for

his contribution to
Bahamian music, particu-
larly in the 70s and 80s
where he performed on
the music circuit all
through the Bahamas
Islands and international-
ly as well.  He spent a lot
of his time in the 80s at
Compass Point studios
working with musicians

such as Robert Palmer
and Johnny Kemp.  
There are very few

Bahamian musicians
from ‘back in the day’
that don’t know or
haven’t worked with Sly.
He was loved and
respected by the enter-
tainment community here
in the Bahamas.
In 2016, he was honored
during the 43rd
Independence celebra-
tions for his contribution
to The Bahamas through
music.
Over the last 12 years,

Sly spent most of his time
in Turks & Caicos where
he enjoyed a simpler, qui-
eter, island life.  He
reconnected with many of
his childhood friends and
family and was proud to
‘retire’ in Turks and
Caicos where beautiful
and peaceful beaches
were at his back door.

4 Isaiah Taylor, leader of the Grammy Award winning group “Baha Men” 
bringing remarks at the Memorial Service for Sly Roker on August 10. 

Plastic Ban 2020 
tion, manufacture, pos-
session, sale, and use of
plastic and styrofoam
food and non-biodegrad-
able plastic carryout
bags and the release of
balloons into the atmos-

phere.
Details of the ban are

outlined in the
E n v i r o n m e n t a l
Protection Bill 2019.  
The bill indicates that

no person shall import,
distribute, manufacture,
possess, sell, supply or

use in The Bahamas  sty-
rofoam cups,  styrofoam
plates and other similar
styrofoam foodware used
to contain food, plastic
knives, plastic forks,
plastic spoons and plas-
tic straws.
The bill also explained

that no person shall
release any number of
balloons at or about the
same time if such bal-
loons are filled with gas
that causes them to rise
in the air.
Any person commit-

ting the offences is liable

on summary conviction
to a fine not exceeding
$2,000 and in the case of
a continuing offence, to
a further fine of $500 for
each day or part thereof
during which the offence
continues.
“In respect of a sec-

ond or subsequent
offence to a fine not
exceeding $3,000 and in
the case of a continuing
offence, to a further fine
of $700 for each day or
part thereof during
which the offence con-
tinues,” the bill read. 

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...
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Workforce Disparity 

Some School Repairs 75% Complete

Morton’s Issues

track to being ready for
the opening of the new
school year. 
“Because of the nature

of the repairs, because of
the timeframe, that’s why
we were very very, very
selective in those contac-
tors,” Lloyd said.

“People who are capa-
ble of doing it, who can
mount the required
resources, who didn’t
need mobilization in
order to get started and
those nine contractors
who are very experienced
worked with the Ministry
of Education, the govern-
ment, and the Ministry of

Works over many years.
Very experienced, very
capable, and that’s why
they were chosen to exe-
cute this critical work. “            
Lloyd revealed that the

ministry did not exceed
its $45 million budget. 
However, school

buildings are not the only
projects being addressed

this year. 
When asked about

adding sex education, the
minister objected to the
idea. The minister
believes family health
exists to cover issues
concerning sexual health,
but his ministry is look-
ing at other improve-
ments to the school cur-

riculum. 
“As you know, one of

the items on the agenda
of the Free National
Movement’s government
in education in this term
is a reformed curriculum
that is very much under-
way and obviously all
subject matters are under
review, so that it can be

relevant for the 21st cen-
tury and family life edu-
cation is one of those,”
Lloyd said.
“Absolutely, we’re

looking at everything
involving reproductive
health, particularly in an
era where there are so
many transmitted dis-
eases.” 

determine why this is the
case. 
"We are concerned

about the disparity in the
unemployment between
men and women and both
myself and the minister of
finance, we are analyzing
that to find out why that is
so,” Mr. Foulkes said. 
"Anecdotally, it may

relate to the construction
industry where we have a
very vibrant industry and
that industry tends to
attract more men than
women. I don't know
whether that is the
answer, but that is some-
thing that we are looking
at." 
As the overall employ-

ment rate went up, there is
the added encouragement
that the number of dis-
couraged workers went
down. On the other hand,
the minister of labour said

he is extremely pleased
with the May 2019
Labour Force Survey, as
he said there was a signif-
icant decrease in the six
month period November
2018 to May 2019. 
"In addition to the

unemployment rate
decreasing, the question
of discouraged workers
also went down and as I
said, six months ago, in
addition to looking at the
raw data for the unem-
ployment rate, you must
also look at the discour-
aged workers rate," he
said. 
Mr. Foulkes added that

this decrease is encourag-
ing as it means more
Bahamians are searching
and finding employment.
"Both in Grand

Bahama, in the Freeport
area, and in New
Providence there was a
decrease in the amount of
discouraged workers

which means that more
people who are unem-
ployed are out in the mar-
ketplace looking for work
and feel encouraged that
they can find jobs which
substantially affects the
unemployment rate,” Mr.
Foulkes said. 
"To have both of them

go down at the same time
is extremely significant.
So, obviously we are on
the right track. 
"We think the economy

is very stable and given
all of the economic proj-
ects that are on the draw-
ing board, we feel that we
are doing a good job." 
Discouraged workers

fell by two percent com-
pared to the Labour Force
Survey of November
2018 that saw 2,030 dis-
couraged workers when
compared to May 2019
with 1,990 discouraged
workers across the coun-
try.  

Mr. Foulkes told
reporters before the week-
ly Cabinet meeting that
Morton Salt Executives
and officials of BIMAWU
had reached decisions on
half of the longstanding
issues. 
The labour minister,

however, did reveal that
the “big” issues still have
to be worked out. 
"There are some 15

issues outstanding, we set-
tled some of them,” Mr.
Foulkes said. 
"Some of the issues that

are outstanding are signif-
icant, with respect to the
health insurance and also
with respect to the salary
issues.
"One of the good things

that came out of the meet-
ing is that both sides were
able to put their positions
and clear the air on why
the demands are what they
are and why the counter
offers are what they are." 
He added that he was

pleased that both sides
were able to have the
frank discussion and will-
ing to return to the table
to conclude the discus-

sions. 
"I want to be very cau-

tious. I don't want to give
the wrong perception. The
big issues are still out-
standing, which are the
salary increases and the
amount proposed for the
insurance coverage for
the health insurance for
the workers," Mr. Foulkes
said. 
BIMAWU President

Jennifer Brown, follow-
ing last Thursday's meet-
ing, was hoping to finish
talks on Friday.  However
the two sides are set meet
again next month. 

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...

4 Minister of Education Jeffrey Lloyd assists with roof repairs at DW Davis
Junior High School. (Photo/Jeffrey Lloyd) 

4 Minister of Education Jeffrey Lloyd inspects the progress of school
repairs. (Photo/Jeffrey Lloyd) 
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