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Wells Defends 
Post Office Deal 

inister of
Transport and
L o c a l
Government

Renward Wells made a
valiant attempt to defend
the controversial General
Post Office deal, which
includes its relocation to
the Town Centre Mall and
a lease agreement with St.
Anne’s Member of
Parliament Brent
Symonette.
When pressed on the

issue outside Cabinet yes-
terday morning, Wells
gave a terse response to
reporters.
“Listen we’ve signed

the lease, what else is out
there to be known? We
told you all how much we

BY BERTHONY MCDERMOTT
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 3... 4 Minister of Transport and Local Government Renward Wells 
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$300 MILLION INVESTMENT FOR OCEAN CAY

The final stages of prepar-
ing Ocean Cay for MSC
Cruises is underway and
over $300 million has

been invested in the
undertakings so far.
MSC Cruises is the

number one operator in
Freeport for transship-
ment (Mediterranean
Shipping Company) since

1997. The company has
also been a part of the
cruise division since 2004
and European Based, with
some 17 cruise ships in its
fleet.
With some three

months before the first
guests arrive on the cay
via MSC Cruises, MSC
Cruises Executive
Chairman Pierfrancesco

BY LICEC BASTIAN
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 3...

4 Pierfrancesco Vago, Executive Chairman, MSC Cruises addresses the media during a press conference to announce a
major eco-development planned for Ocean Cay. With just under four months to go until Ocean Cay MSC Marine Reserve wel-
comes its first guests, a meeting was held in Nassau, between Bahamian government officials and a delegation of senior MSC

Cruises representatives.. (Photo: Ronnie Archer/Barefoot Marketing)

BCPOU Files Trade
Dispute Against BTC

B a h a m a s
Communications and
Public Officers Union
(BCPOU) President Dino
Rolle filed a trade dispute
against the Bahamas
Te lecommunica t ions
Company (BTC) Limited
on Monday.
The BCPOU filed a

trade dispute with the

BY DEANDRE WILLIAMSON
Journal Staff Writer

4 BCPOU President
Dino Rolle g See page 4...

FNM Attacks PLP’s
10-Year Plan

The Free National
Movement (FNM)
attacked the Progressive
Liberal Party’s (PLP) 10-
year plan describing it as
“incompetent”.
In a statement issued

on Tuesday, the FNM

criticized the plan point-
ing out that it begins with
massively increasing
spending on party infra-
structure, including new
headquarters in every
constituency.
“It appears new lead-

ership could be a very

BY EARYEL BOWLEG 
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 8...

Gov’t to Address Public
Transportation Issues 

The deadline for the gov-
ernment to address the
issues concerning taxi
and bus drivers was
extended to August,
according to Minister of
Transport and Local
Government Renward
Wells.
Yesterday, Wells said a

cabinet subcommittee is
also scheduled to meet
this month to address the

concerns of public serv-
ice drivers, which range
from a lifting the morato-
rium on taxi plates to an
increase in the bus fare.
“The prime minister in

his wisdom has put
together a cabinet sub-
committee of about six
cabinet ministers to deal
with the entire trans-
portation business,” he
said.    
“Not just taxi cab driv-

BY BERTHONY MCDERMOTT
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 3...
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A former sand-mining and
aragonite site, Ocean Cay,
abandoned in 2015 was
acquired by MSC Cruises,
which are now working to
conserve the natural ele-
ments of the property
while turning it into a
marine reserve. 
MSC Cruise began the

project in 2015 and took
on the challenge to trans-

form the industrial waste-
land into a marine reserve
and tourist destination, at
the same time investing
some $300 million. 
MSC Cruises

announced yesterday, that
the company is committed
to restoration and ongoing
conservation of marine
resources and made sig-
nificant clean up efforts to
the island and surrounding
ocean bed, discarding up
to 7,500 tons of scrap

metal that was transported
to a dedicated U.S. based
licensed waste contractor. 
Matthew McKinnon, of

the MSC Foundation, an
independent entity,
explained that the proper-
ty at Ocean Cay has a
degrading ecosystem and
is in a declining state. 
"So, for instance the

conch is being exploited
at unsustainable levels.
The coral has had as much
as 50 percent mortality in

recent years,” Mr.
McKinnon said.
"In the context of glob-

al environmental changes,
like climate change and
the warming of the
waters, at this stage the
reefs are basically on the
way out.
"So, what we're look-

ing to do with MSC and as
MSC Foundation is to try
and find a way to make
use of those amazing
resources of the island and

pull both the expertise of
those available in The
Bahamas with experts
regionally, experts inter-
nationally and try and find
a way to save the coral, to
support its resilience so it
can rebound and it can
cope with changes that are
to come." 
Having had a team of

10 marine biologists comb
the area in April, Mr.
McKinnon said steps have
been taken to determining

how the area will be man-
aged.  
"After we received the

facts and the outcome of
the assessment, we gath-
ered a team of all of these
experts on Bimini, for
about a week, and we
started the process to
design a plan to rebound
the ecosystem of the
area,” Mr. McKinnon
said. 
"We have plans to not

only support the conserva-
tion, to study the restora-
tion, but also we are
exploring careers in aca-
demic partnerships with
the University of The
Bahamas and universities
based in America, where
we can train students who
will participate in the con-
servation progamme." 
Engaged by MSC

Cruises, with the approval
from the BEST
Commission, Principle of
Design Elements Tanya
Ferguson explained that
the role of the company is
the environmental man-
agement and said there
has been no negative push
back from environmental-
ists. 
"I have a chain of staff

that is onsite 24 hours
doing environmental
monitoring,” Mrs.
Ferguson said. 
"Although this is an

industrial site and at the
end there will be a net
positive impact, which
means that instead of hav-
ing a degraded impact you
will have actually a net
positive impact because
you would have improved
what you met there. Even
though that's the case, in
doing so there is still the
chance that you can have
an impact and so our role
is to ensure that during the
construction phase the
activities associated with
the project does not add to
the impact.
"Because of the nature

of the site, there's been
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DNA Demands Higher
Physic ian  Wages
Democratic National
Alliance (DNA) Leader
Arinthia Komolafe called
on the government to
improve the country’s
healthcare system by pro-
viding one year contracts
for junior doctors and a
better paid workforce.
Komolafe made this

call during a press confer-
ence on Tuesday where
she discussed the govern-
ment’s lack of initiatives
to resolve issues such as
poor medical facilities
and low wages. 
“We have this chal-

lenge in our healthcare
system where we have
brain drain. We’re losing
qualified professionals to
developed countries like
the United States,
Canada, and the United
Kingdom because the
benefits here, the salary
here, working conditions
here are not up to stan-
dard for qualified health-
care professions to work
under,” Mrs. Komolafe
said. 
DNA Deputy Leader

Buscheme Armbrister
pointed out the problem
of bed shortages at the
Princess Margaret
Hospital. 

“In ICU, they don’t
have any trolley, or they
very seldom have trolley,
to carry people from the
ICU to the theater
because the trolleys are
being used in A&E as
beds,” Mr. Armbrister
said.
“When we look at the

wasteful spending that
this government is doing,
it is deplorable. We could,
$400 for a bed, but we’re
wasting $9,000 on the
house for the governor.
Total shame! Very lucra-
tive contracts are going to
special interest, but have
people in trolleys in A&E
for sometimes days on

end. This cannot be
accepted in the 21st cen-
tury Bahamas.”   
Both Armbrister and

Komolafe noted that these
are issues that have been
compounded over the
years and is a global phe-
nomenon, but the party
leader insisted that
responsibility must be
taken to put the necessary
structure in place for
Bahamians. 
In the upcoming

months, the DNA will
introduce plans to split
the Bahamas into zones
where different islands
can be able to focus and
manage their own affairs.

BY EARYEL BOWLEG 
Journal Staff Writer

4 DNA Leader Arinthia Komolafe 

MSC Cruises  to
Transform Ocean Cay 

BY LICEC BASTIAN
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 4...
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Wells Defends 

$300 MILLION INVESTMENT FOR OCEAN CAY

were paying, $14 per
square foot, and its 56,000
square feet,” Wells said.
“The resolution gives

us the opportunity to get
up to 75,000 square feet of
space.”  
When asked again if

the government intends to
table the lease he said,
“That’s a discussion that
has to be taken at another
level and then we will be
able to get back to you.” 

Wells maintained that
the whole process has
been transparent and that
the government made the
right decision.
“All of these things

that were being discussed
in papers and amongst
you reporters were being
discussed as if all of a
sudden these issues were
new. Everything that was
spoken to in the press was
spoken to in the House of
Assembly,” he explained.
“The resolution was

put forward, transparency
was given to the
Bahamian people, it was
debated, reports were
laid, people had their say,
there was a vote and we
moved.
“Yet, still we have

come back in this era to
try and adjudicate some-
thing that was already
adjudicated in the high
court of Parliament.
“I want to say it again.

It was adjudicated in the
high court of Parliament.

Nobody was ducking
under no rock or hiding
anything.”    
The Progressive

Liberal Party has been
coming down heavy on
the government in recent
weeks in light of then sit-
ting Cabinet Minister
Brent Symonette being a
part owner in the Town
Centre Mall and
Symonette’s subsequent
disclosure that he and the
prime minister discussed
the post office’s possible

lease agreement prior to it
heading to Cabinet for
consideration.
Wells also maintained

that the post office deba-
cle will not be a stum-
bling block for the
Minnis administration.
“No one disagrees that

the post office is in the
right place. The place
where it is at is the right
place,” he said.
“As a matter of fact,

the opposition thought
that the centre where it is

was so right, they decid-
ed they didn’t want to go
there for whatever reason
in the Town Centre Mall,
so where they went?
“Did they go to the

west end of the island or
the east end? No they
went right cross the road
in the Independence
Shopping Center.”
According to the PLP,

the party is exploring the
possibility of a judicial
review into the matter.

Vago said yesterday that
the company is committed
to creating a paradise for
tourists. 
According to Mr. Vago,

what started out as an $80
million venture now
exceeds $300 million in
investments. 
“I want to tell you what

an incredible story it has
been to turn this site that
was contaminated, that
was full of waste material,
that we found all kinds of
things inside, from oil,
from residual, even resid-
ual of old planes in the
sand, we did an incredible
job to actually restore
it,” Mr. Vago said. 
"Once we restored it,

once we reshaped it, once
we started cleaning, we
started shaping exactly
what the design of the
island was going to be. So
from an industrial to a par-
adise, back to nature.”
Since the 1970s, Ocean

Cay has been an industrial
area with aragonite har-
vesting. 
With the full backing of

the government, MSC
plans to employ more than
100 Bahamians, according
to Ocean Cay General
Manager Michelle
McGregor. 
"We've been working

with the Department of
Labour, the National
Training Agency, in
Freeport and in Nassau, to
really try to get as many

Bahamians as we can for
the different expertise we
have available and posi-
tions we have available on
site,” Mrs. McGregor
said. 
"We've been so lucky,

we've had hundreds of
applicants and we've
probably have chosen 200
of them that we still need
to now narrow down
because I only have about
140 positions. I was able
to find about 120
Bahamians that we'll be
able to place onsite." 
Ocean Cay Marine

Reserve anticipates open-
ing November 9, 2019. 
MSC plans to invest $5

million over the next 10
years to further restore the
island's ecosystem.

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...

very little [pushback], but
there has been, as with
everything, there has been
some inquiries and almost
every inquiry that was
made, Michelle
(McGregor) and I we per-
sonally spoke with the
parties involved and at the
end of it they were rather
pleased." 
Mrs. Ferguson added

that her agency has met
with stakeholders as well
as the surrounding com-

munities of Bimini and
Coco Cay.
"We went out and we

did stakeholder engage-
ment on several levels.
We did it on a community
level where we had a com-
munity meeting,” Mrs.
Ferguson said.
“We also had persons

on the ground doing inter-
views with persons within
the community.  So that's
what we did on the com-
munity level.  Then we
had engagements from the
various environmental

NGOs of The Bahamas,
the Nature Conservancy,
The Bahamas National
Trust, the various govern-
ments Ministry of
Environment, the
Department of Marine
Resources and also the
University of The
Bahamas as a key partner,
Cape Eleuthera, Center
for Oceanic Research
(COR).
"So, there was exten-

sive engagement with
local environment com-
munity just to get feed-

back and to find the possi-
ble right fit for the part-
nership when it comes to
the management aspect of
it.
"MSC creates a won-

derful opportunity to
show how an area if prop-
erly managed what results
can happen, but it's also
unique because it is a first
opportunity for a private
partnership cooperation
for something like this, so
all around it's a very
unique project." 
Ocean Cay Marine

Reserve will host over
half a million tourists
annually. 
The MSC Marine

Reserve Bahamas antici-
pates being a low impact
island nearly completely
solar, with a solar farm
that will produce up to
600KW which will allow
for the island to be operat-
ed without any other
source of energy when the
ship is not in port. 
According to Gianluca

Suprani, SVP Port
Development and

Shoreline Activities for
MSC Cruises, there are
plans to use bio-diesel to
operate generators which
will allow for minimal
impact.
Use of a water well,

sent to an advanced filtra-
tion system producing up
to 120,000 gallons of
fresh water and the use of
solar electric cars
throughout the cay as well
as the ban of the single use
of plastic are all features
of the MSC Marine
Reserve at Ocean Cay.  

MSC Cruises to Transform
gg Continued from / PAGE 2...
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Gov’t to Address Public
Transportation Issues 
ers, but bus drivers, deliv-
ery drivers, but to deal with
Road Traffic, so we can
have one cohesive policy
that is both accepted by the
government of The
Bahamas and more so
bought into by the
Bahamian people and
bought into by those per-
sons who are involved in
the transportation busi-
ness.” 
Public service drivers

had imposed on the govern-
ment a July 1 deadline to

have their issues resolved.
Bahamas Taxi Cab

Union President Wesley
Ferguson said given all the
government has on its plate
right now, coupled with the
minister’s only just return-
ing to the country, he has no
issues with the new dead-
line.
“Granted that Minister

Wells is basically a new
minister of transport, we
are working hand and hand
to try to make them under-
stand that it’s not a quick fix
and at the same token we
have given him an opportu-

nity to address some of the
issues that he promised he
would have addressed by
now,” Ferguson said.
“However, without

being barbaric and without
being for lack of a better
word antsy about going
ahead, we’ve just given
them a little leeway to
make good on his promis-
es.” 
Ferguson has however

made it clear that if noth-
ing’s resolved by the
August deadline, the union
will have little choice but
to up the ante.

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...
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BCPOU Files Trade
Dispute Against BTC
Ministry of Labour citing
BTC’s failure to negotiate
in good faith on the pro-
posed voluntary separa-
tion packages (VSEP). 
According to Rolle,

“This action is contrary to
the Collective Bargaining
Agreement, namely article
4.7 which suggests that
negotiations should ensue
with the unions, before a
formal proposal is made to
the staff.”
Rolle pointed out that

BTC CEO Gary Sinclair
has yet to complete the
negotiations with the
unions relative to the
VSEP packages being
offered

“More seriously, we
have not signed any
Industrial Agreement with
BTC,” he said.
“The truth is a foreign

concept to BTC’s CEO,
Gary Sinclair.
“On Friday, July 19,

Mr. Sinclair emailed me
and very pointedly stated
in his email, that he is
‘respectfully concluding
our consultative discus-
sions’ and he will be mov-
ing ahead with the launch
of the VSEP program at
BTC in the coming days.
You can’t get clearer than
that. 
“Unfortunately, it seems

as though Mr. Sinclair was
attempting to deter the
unions and had hoped that

we would have gone away
quietly and forfeited the
rights of our members.
Now he’s stating in the
dailies this week that BTC
is only in the ‘planning
phase’ of its VSEP pro-
gram.”
Rolle indicated that he’s

confident that following
the normal processes, the
Ministry of Labour will
provide a hearing and arbi-
tration date, bringing BTC
back to the negotiation
table. 
“Our only aim is to

ensure that our members
are treated fairly and
offered equitable packages
commensurate with their
years of service.
Additionally, we have to

be very deliberate with our
actions to ensure that the
VSEP packages are
designed appropriately.
Primarily because pension-
able individuals accepting
the packages will be transi-
tioning a financial burden
to the already multimillion
dollar mounting debt of the
public purse, subsequently
the Bahamian people. This
is an unfortunate position
which carelessly came
about under the terms of
the BTC sale to CWC,”
Rolle said.
“I find the actions of the

BTC CEO, Mr. Sinclair to
be most disingenuous. You
can’t treat the staff with
disdain, call them ineffi-
cient and ‘dead wood’

behind closed doors and
call for unity in the public
face.
“Staff can’t be efficient

when they are not provided
with the tools to perform
their job functions. This
business has not made any
major capital investments
in BTC for almost five
years. As a part of the
shareholders agreement,
CWC is paid a 2 percent
management fee to man-
age BTC. They need to do
their jobs. It’s appalling
that all advanced level
activities for the technical
departments, namely IT
and engineering have been
outsourced to Miami.
Local technicians must
also rely and coordinate

with external persons
from Barbados, Jamaica
and Curacao to offer sim-
ple services to our cus-
tomers.

“This isn’t globaliza-
tion. This is CWC’s
clever way of reducing
costs and removing jobs
from Bahamians.” 
However, Rolle point-

ed out that the unions are
committed to their efforts
of negotiating what’s best
for its members and urged
Sinclair to spend less time
trying to sway public
opinion and more time
building internal consen-
sus with his teams. 
“Only then will we see

a true shift in the culture
at BTC,” he said. 

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...

Section A REGULAR_Section A Tues  7/23/2019  11:47 PM  Page 4


