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DPM Defends
Symonette’s
C o n t r a c t s

eputy Prime
Minister Peter
T u r n q u e s t
cleared the air on

St. Anne’s Member of
Parliament Brent
Symonette’s resignation
from the Cabinet in the
face of widespread
reports of conflicts of
interest.

Mr. Turnquest was
adamant that never once
did his former Cabinet
colleague ask for any
favorable consideration
for contracts being
awarded. Mr. Symonette,
he said, won them fair

BY BERTHONY MCDERMOTT
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 2...

4 Deputy Prime Minister Peter Turnquest 

Davis
Chides PM
Opposition Leader Philip
Davis yesterday chided
Prime Minister Dr.
Hubert Minnis and called
for the prime minister to
provide an answer for the
millions of dollars in gov-
ernment contracts award-
ed to companies in which
former Cabinet minister

BY LICEC BASTIAN
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 6...
4 Opposition Leader

Philip Davis 

Man Shot
Dead on
Ragged
Island
Street

Gunman’s
Vehicle

Hits Child

The string of violence
continue after a man was
shot and killed and a child
hit, believed to be by the
car that was driven by the
gunmen.

According to police
reports, shortly before 3
p.m. yesterday,  a male
was standing on the cor-
ner of Ragged Island
Street and Andros
Avenue, when the occu-
pants of a gray vehicle
pulled up and opened fire
in his direction, hitting
him to the body. 

On the scene, Police
Superintendent Shanta
Knowles confirmed that
the male died as a result
of the injuries. 

"He was able to run a
short distance. He was hit

BY LICEC BASTIAN
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 4...

Minister elsworth Johnson sworn in

at GovernMent house

4The Hon. Elsworth Johnson (left) was sworn in as Minister of Financial Services, Trade & Industry and Immigration by Governor
General His Excellency Cornelius A. Smith during a swearing in ceremony at Government House on Tuesday, July 2, 2019.  

(BIS Photos/Letisha Henderson)

Johnson
Takes
Oath of
Office

Newly minted Governor
General CA Smith admin-
istered the oath of office
to the new Minister of
Financial Services, Trade
and Industry and
Immigration Elsworth
Johnson.

Mr. Johnson was ele-
vated to the position fol-
lowing the resignation of
former Cabinet minister
Brent Symonette.

Following his brief
swearing in at

BY BERTHONY MCDERMOTT
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 7...

Teen
Struck

by Truck
Dies 

A hit and run left a teen
dead, his family grief
shaken and authorities on
the hunt for the person
responsible for the crime.

According to
Superintendent Merrino
Hinds, second officer in
charge of traffic, it was
shortly after 9:30 yester-
day morning when offi-
cers of the Carmichael
Road Police Station
responded to reports of a
male lying lifeless on the

BY BERTHONY MCDERMOTT
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 7...
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House of Assembly to
Table New Gaming Bill
Members of Parliament
are expected to table,
debate and subsequently
pass a new gaming leg-
islation in the House of
Assembly before the end
of the week.

According to
Attorney General Carl

Bethel, the gaming
amendment will entail
some significant
changes. 

“This will greatly
increase the powers of
the Gaming Board to
enforce not only against
licensed operators, who
may infringe, but
against unlicensed oper-
ators,” Mr. Bethel said. 

“It will create a whole
new investigating
agency of the Gaming
Board with the powers
of a peace officer, sub-
ject to court order war-
rants and search war-
rants. 

“It’s a very farsighted
legislation and then
there will be regulations
as well that capture the

agreed legal taxation
framework for the gam-
ing industry.”       

The attorney general
agrees that the once del-
icate relationship
between the government
and gaming operators
have improved.

“Well, it was a long
negotiating process and
we had to recalibrate

some of the rates,” Mr.
Bethel said.

“Instead of four rates
going all the way up, we
settled on two, but this
has been a very dynamic
process that has in a
sense involved all the
gaming house operators
except for one or two,
who for their own rea-
sons had to deal with

their own issues didn’t
want to meet at the
table.

“However, the law is
the law and once the
regulations are passed,
they apply to all.”  

Minister responsible
for gaming Dionisio
D’Aguilar is looking to
pull in some $50 million
from that industry.

BY BERTHONY MCDERMOTT
Journal Staff Writer

and square.
“It is unfortunate that

we as a community has
grown and matured to the
point where we can see
successful people advanc-
ing and celebrate that suc-
cess,” he said. 

“Regardless of what the
background is, the fact of
the matter is these compa-
nies employ Bahamians
and the suggestion that
because he has decided to
enter public life that his
family ought to suffer or
the employees of these
entities ought to suffer. I

think this is a very disin-
genuous and dangerous
position for them to take.”  

Furthermore, he said
Mr. Symonette signaled
from very early one that
he would not go beyond
his 65th birthday.

“I commend him for
recognizing and stepping

aside to give a younger
minister an opportunity to
contribute,” Mr.
Turnquest said. 

“Again, it’s unfortunate
that circumstances that are
unrelated are being con-
flated into this develop-
ment. But again, this is not
a surprise to anyone who

knows Mr. Symonette and
would have had those con-
versations because per-
sonally we have had these
conversations many times
where he has indicated
that he does not intend to
go past his 65th birthday.

“He and the prime min-
ister has come to an agree-

ment that this would be
the appropriate time with
the beginning of the new
fiscal year.”   

Despite resigning as a
Cabinet minister, Mr.
Symonette will remain as
member of parliament for
the St. Anne’s constituen-
cy.

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...
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Gov’t Makes Progress on
Key Economic Indicators
IMF: ‘Growth Returns after Years of Stagnation’
The Bahamas continues
to see international
recognition of its struc-
tural reforms and eco-
nomic turnaround from
years of stagnation. The
government welcomed
the comprehensive
assessment done by the
International Monetary
Fund (IMF) Article IV
and FSAP teams and
broadly concurs with
many of the recommen-
dations.

“Overall, the IMF
report reinforces the
government’s own
assessment of the coun-
try’s economic outlook
and financial system.
Increased prosperity is
on the horizon. We were
pleased to see recogni-
tion that growth has
returned after years of
stagnation and that our
reforms are bearing tan-
gible fruit,” Deputy
Prime Minister and
Minister of Finance K.
Peter Turnquest said.

“Indeed, the real
economy grew by 1.6
percent in 2018 from a
negative five-year aver-
age of 0.2 percent. We

continue to see a buoy-
ant tourism industry
with expanding con-
struction activity under-
pinned by foreign
investment projects and
expanded domestic par-
ticipation through the
vacation home market.
Our financial sector
continues to prove that
it is sound and resilient
to current stability
threats.”

“The report identified
known vulnerabilities
and structural weakness-
es, which means we are
already actively
engaged in addressing
these needs. We feel
confident that our ongo-
ing structural and fiscal
reforms and macroeco-
nomic policies will con-
tinue to produce demon-
strable achievements in
this regard,” Minister
Turnquest added.  

“This administration
is absolutely a ‘reform-
oriented government’
and we embrace this
characterization and
recognition by the IMF
in its most recent report.
We are finally making

tangible progress on
longstanding issues that
have held the country
back. Because these
issues were not glam-
orous or easy to solve,
they were swept under
rung by previous gov-
ernments. We are getting
the job done and making
a difference one prob-
lem at a time, from fis-
cal responsibility to ease
of doing business to
improved tax adminis-
tration to financial sec-
tor reform.”

The government
strongly agrees with the
need for raising human
capital through educa-
tional and vocational
reforms that will lower
youth unemployment
and address skill mis-
matches. Hence, the
government’s compre-
hensive approach to
education reform. 

“Our demonstrated
commitment to univer-
sal tertiary and pre-
school education in the
2019/2020 budget is
evidence of this admin-
istration’s pledge to
invest in the human cap-

ital of the country,”
Turnquest explained.

Efforts are ongoing to
address long-standing
structural issues, lower
cost of doing business,
and boost private sector
investment. On enhanc-
ing the ease of doing
business, the govern-
ment has reformed the
Business License tax
regime, with emphasis

on the elimination of
licensing fees for micro-
businesses, improving
the license processing
times, and modernizing
the corporate structure. 

The government is
undertaking measures to
lower costs of transact-
ing with the govern-
ment.

The parliament
approved a $30 million

loan from the IDB earli-
er this year, for the
Government Digital
Transformation to
S t r e n g t h e n
C o m p e t i t i v e n e s s
Program (DTP). Public
financial legislative ini-
tiatives are also under-
way to strengthen the
fiscal landscape and

4 Deputy Prime Minister Peter Turnquest 

g See page 4...
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secure alignment with
international best prac-
tices, including the cre-
ation of a Public Debt
Management Unit within
the Ministry of Finance.

The unemployment
rate remains high (10.7
percent in November
2018), especially among
the youth, despite posi-
tive jobs growth. 

However, the govern-
ment’s initiatives to cre-
ate jobs through support
of small businesses and
entrepreneurs showed
early signs of having a

positive impact as evi-
denced by the 11.9 per-
cent growth in self-
employed in the most
recent employment sur-
vey completed in
November 2018. 

“We acknowledge that
efforts need to be
enhanced to enable
employment creation to
keep pace with labor
force growth. In this fis-
cal year, we plan to
expand our investments
in small business and
entrepreneurship, and we
expect private sector
investment initiatives and
tourism sector growth to

drive further improve-
ments in employment
conditions,” Minister
Turnquest said. 

Strengthening both tax
administration and rev-
enue avenues remain a
priority for the govern-

ment. 
The recently estab-

lished Revenue
Enhancement Unit will
identify and address defi-
ciencies in revenue col-
lection efforts. 

At the same time, the

government also recog-
nizes the importance of
expenditure reforms in
fiscal consolidation. The
various ongoing reviews,
including those related to
the suitability of current
investment incentives,

the governance and effi-
ciency of State-Owned
Enterprises (SOEs), and
the adequacy of the pub-
lic pension system, will
help to enhance expendi-
ture management over the
medium term.
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Man Shot Dead
on Ragged

Island Street
about the body. He col-
lapsed and was later pro-
nounced deceased,” Supt.
Knowles said. 

"We know that as the
vehicle was leaving the
scene, a child was hit. We
don't have the condition of
the child at this time, but
we do have officers in
search of that informa-
tion." 

The child, whom Supt.
Knowles said is believed
to be a five-year-old, was
taken from the scene to a
medical facility. 

Without releasing the
identification of the
deceased, Supt. Knowles
said he was known to
police until an official
identification and next of
kin notified. 

However, she appealed
to the public to come for-
ward with information.

"We are asking mem-
bers of the public, espe-
cially those in this com-
munity, who were around
during the time of this
incident and have infor-
mation that can assist us
with this investigation to
please give us a call,"
Supt. Knowles said. 

This latest homicide
brings the country’s mur-
der count to 50 for the
year.

With a recent double
homicide last Friday in
Star Estates, followed by a
mass shooting in Montel
Heights in the early hours
of Sunday, Supt. Knowles
could not confirm whether
the incident was related to
either. 

"We are working this
case in isolation at this
time.  We cannot say that
this is connected to any of
the recent matters, but we
will continue to investi-

gate.  Should that infor-
mation become available,
we will definitely release
it," Supt. Knowles said.  

Following Sunday's
mass shooting, during a
police press conference,
Commissioner of Police
Anthony Ferguson said
Bahamians have no need
to fear.

When asked following
this latest homicide if this
still remains true, Supt.
Knowles maintained that
there is no need for public
to fear.

"I do believe that the
commissioner is quite cor-
rect in what he is saying.
We don't want the public
to feel afraid or held
hostage in their homes
because of incidents that
are occurring,” she said.

"We have manpower on
the streets. Our operations
have not ceased.  In fact,
we had officers nearby
when this incident
occurred.  However, they
were not close enough to
apprehend those who
were responsible, so we're
confident to know that our
team of officers are on the
streets and are working.”

According to Supt.
Knowles, the victim is
believed to be between 25
and 30-years-old. 

As for Friday's double
homicide in Star Estates,
police have identified the
victims as Ian Elliot
Porter, aka Irie, 48, of Star
Estates and Raymond
Adderley, 46, of Blue Hill
Heights.

Police have also offi-
cially identified the man
who was shot and killed
on Thursday, June 28, at
Calvin Street, as Nicholas
Dixon, 22, of Calvin
Street, off Soldier Road.

Investigations into
these matters are ongoing.

Gov’t Makes Progress on
Key Economic Indicators
gg Continued from / PAGE 1...
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