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‘More Ministers
MUST GO’

r o g r e s s i v e
Liberal Party
Deputy Leader
Chester Cooper

said after securing so
many contracts, it was
time for former Minister
of Financial Services,
Trade and Industry and
Immigration Brent
Symonette to move on
and resign. But Cooper
wants to know who
would be next in line as
he believes more Cabinet
ministers should resign.

“What about the minis-
ter who raised the VAT
after voting against VAT
in the first place and sug-
gesting it was wicked?”
Cooper asked during his
address at the PLP Bain
and Grants Town Branch
meeting yesterday.  

BY DEANDRE WILLIAMSON
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 4...
4 PLP Deputy Leader, Chester Cooper 

P
Taxi

Drivers
Threaten
Strike

The government may
have an issue on its hands
in the prime minister’s
absence as the Bahamas
Taxi Cab Union is prepar-
ing to up the ante with a
massive shutdown.

“What we have to do
now is to give the govern-
ment a final opportunity
seeing that it’s just July 1.
We’re going to reach out

BY BERTHONY MCDERMOTT
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 4...

Symonette
to Explain

Resignation

4 Former Cabinet Minister, Brent Symonette 

Former Cabinet Minister
Brent Symonette said he
plans to have a press con-
ference sometime this
week to explain the rea-
son behind his resignation
as a Cabinet minister.

While up to this point,

no reason has been given
for Mr. Symonette’s resig-
nation, his decision to do
so came on the heels of
the opposition’s charge in
the House of Assembly
that Bahamas Hot Mix,
which has links to Mr.
Symonette, was awarded

BY BERTHONY MCDERMOTT
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 6...

Rastas
Willing to

Drop
Marijuana
Lawsuit

Ethiopia Black Africa
International Congress
Honourable Priest
Ethelbert Harrison said
although the organization
filed a lawsuit against the
government relating to
the use of marijuana, the
lawsuit could be avoided

BY DEANDRE WILLIAMSON
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 4...

Gov’t
Renting
Home for
Governor
General

The attorney general and
the minister of finance
confirmed that the gov-
ernment will be renting a
home for Governor
General C.A. Smith as the
home at Government
House on Mount
Fritzwilliam undergoes

BY LEAH COOPER
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 4...

Bahamas Delegation to CaRiCom

aRRives in st. luCia

4 Prime Minister the Most Hon. Dr. Hubert Minnis arrived in St. Lucia today for the 40th Regular Meeting of Heads of
Government of CARICOM: the Prime Minister and Mrs. Patricia Minnis are pictured being met at the airport upon arrival.

Prime Minister Minnis leads a delegation that includes Minister of Foreign Affairs, the Hon. Darren Henfield; Minister of Tourism
& Aviation, the Hon. Dionisio D’Aguilar; Bahamas Ambassador to CARICOM, HE Reuben Rahming; and Mr. Adrian Gibson,

MP.   Regional leaders will discuss tourism, finance, the situation in Venezuela, security and other matters. 
(BIS Photos/Yontalay Bowe)
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Children’s Ward Gets
NEW  C L ASSROOM

Paradise Children
Foundation, through a
public private partner-
ship, renovated a room
at the Princess Margaret
Hospital, turning the
space into a classroom
conducive for learning. 

From a regular
Tuesday afternoon event
at the Children’s Ward of
PMH, the foundation
was prompted to put in
all it had to create a con-
ducive learning space
for children. 

Yesterday, the founda-
tion revealed the space
that Charlotte Gibson –
project manager – said is
a long term project. 

“We do an afternoon
event one Tuesday a
month which is great,
but as we were up here
in the room, we recog-
nized that there was a
need, that was available,
and so we offered to do
something with the
room,” Mrs. Gibson
said.

“So we met with the
teacher. We had a look
and we found out that

the size of the room was
something that we could
manage as we all have
jobs and this was all that
we do in addition to our
regular work.

“So, we took it on and
worked with the hospital
and have put it together
and here we are six
months later, which is
really exciting.” 

A school away from
school, Principal of the
hospital’s school Kimlyn
Hanna said the donation
will allow the students to
be more creative, with-
out missing schoolwork
while being ill. 

“It is oh so awesome.
I can’t believe the space.
It is just a wonderful
donation from the
Paradise Children
Foundation and I’m elat-
ed the children will be
able to be more creative
with all the supplies that
they have given to the
school,” Mrs. Hanna
said.

“It’s a continuous
education program. It’s
from grade one to grade
12. We give them GLAT
exams, BJC’s, BGCSE
exams here in the hospi-
tal. 

“If they have end of
term exams I would go
and collect their exams,
administer it here in the
hospital to the students.” 

An excess of 20 per-

sons worked on the proj-
ect, according to Mrs.
Gibson, who said the
next move for the
Paradise Children
Foundation and its work

at PMH, is to work on a
personal goal, to take on
one of the wards, includ-
ing a family room. 

The project cost the
foundation more than

$10,000, with a $5,000
donation from
Commonwealth Bank,
Storm Frame Windows,
and Joann Mcpike
among others.

BY LICEC BASTIAN
Journal Staff Writer

4 The Paradise Children’s Foundation (PCF) in partnership with the Public Hospital’s Authority, the Princess Margaret Hospital
Pediatric Department and the Princess Margaret Hospital Foundation blessed and opened its newly renovated classroom on
Monday, July 1. From left to right: Sharon Johnson, PMH Foundation board member; Emily Osadebay, PMH Foundation board
member; PHA Chaplain Father Sebastian Campbell; Children Ward’s classroom teacher, Kimlyn Hanna; PCF board member,

Charlotte Gibson; PCF volunteer, Paul Williams and Sonia Bastian Rose, acting hospital administrator.
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Rastas Willing to Drop 
if the government would
meet with congress mem-
bers and address the con-
cerns of the Rastafarian
community.

“We would love to still
have a dialogue with them
[the government] and we
would drop the charges if
it’s favourable for us.  Yes,
we would,” Harrison told
The Bahama Journal
recently. 

“At the same time, we
want them [the govern-
ment] to know that we are
not asking for nothing.
This is our rights that we
are demanding from
them.”

Last week, a writ was
filed by attorneys repre-
senting the plaintiffs, The

Ethiopia Black Africa
International Congress.

According to the writ,
“The plaintiffs claim that

they have had their right
to the protection of the
privacy of their persons
and homes breached by

members of the Royal
Bahamas Police Force by
searching for the sacra-
ment which Rastafari can

lawfully cultivate, possess
and supply pursuant to the
right guaranteed by
Articles 15 and 21 of the

Constitution.
“The plaintiff further

claim that their rights
guaranteed by Articles 15
and 26 to practice their
religion and to be free
from discriminatory treat-
ment have been breached
by members of the
Bahamas Department of
Corrections and its prede-
cessor Her Majesty’s
Prison in the cutting of
Rastafari locks while
Rastafari was serving a
sentence for cultivating,
possessing or supply his
sacrament.”

Harrison said the law-
suit is not intended to cre-
ate panic throughout the
country, but while the
Rastafarian community
awaits answers from the

4 Ethiopia Black Africa International Congress Hon. Priests Ethelbert Harrison (left) and Jevon Thompson
(right) expressed concerns facing the Rastafarian community. 

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...

g See page 6...

‘Montel Heights Still Safe,’ Residents Say
Residents of Montel
Heights yesterday main-
tained that the area is just
as safe as any other com-
munity in the capital fol-
lowing the mass shooting
this past Sunday morn-
ing. 

In an interview with
The Bahama Journal,
Neville Sears, a local tel-
evision technician living

in the inner city for 22
years, shared how the
shooting may impact his
business. 

“I believe that out-
siders wanting me to
repair something for
them may not come. They
may feel different from
what the commissioner
said, but a lot of incidents
happened over the years
and I haven’t seen any
difference in business,”
he said.

When asked if he
believes that his commu-
nity is still safe, he said,
“There are a lot of nice
people around here.
Young men as well.
There are some that are
doing some things that
they need to reconsider.

“If you live how you
ought to live in the com-
munity, I don’t think you
should fear here.”

Montel Heights
Community Center

President Chris
Munnings said, “We just
had a christening around
here yesterday evening
when the current went off
and it was alright. Police
were on the ground and
we had no issues. Montel
Heights is still safe.” 

A resident, who wished
to remain anonymous,
said, “I wouldn’t say that
I feel secure because if it
happened here, it can hap-
pen anywhere.”

“These things can hap-
pen to anyone. You just
have to be aware and
secure your surroundings.
You’re not expecting for
someone to come and
shoot up a party, but that’s
just how life goes,” the
resident added.

The shooting incident
left 17 people injured, and
four of them were minors. 

During a press briefing
on Sunday, Police
Commissioner Anthony

Ferguson assured the
public that despite the
mass shooting in Montel
Heights, the capital is
still safe.

According to police
investigation, a male was
confronted by two men
who began shooting at
him. 

Chief Superintendent
Solomon Cash said
police are following sig-
nificant leads into the
matter.

BY LEAH COOPER
Journal Staff Writer
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“What about the doctor
who gave the contract to
the woman who testified
in that sham of a trial
against a former PLP MP?

“What about the former
senior police official who
was hounding this same
woman to go to the police.
What about the attorney
general who was losing
case after case?  What
about the minister who
can’t keep the light on?
What about the minister in
charge of gender affairs
who say don’t ask him
nothing about rape?

“What about the minis-
ter who can’t get the sport-
ing community to come
together and who can’t fix
the South Beach pools that
they say was already work-
ing?  What about the min-
ister in Grand Bahama

who said this tech hub was
going to be great, but the
tech hub company moved
to Nassau?
“What about the ministers
who pushed this
Commercial Enterprises
Bill to let foreigners work
without papers?  And what
about the prime minister
who sat next to the convict
and signed the billion-dol-
lar deal?  What about the
prime minister who gave
Symonette all those con-
tracts?
What about him?”

While Symonette plans
to reveal why he resigned
this week, the government
has been under severe crit-
icism in recent times over a
number of contracts that
companies in which
Symonette is a shareholder
would have received.

Among them are the
new General Post Office at

The Town Center Mall and
a number of contracts that
have been awarded to
Bahamas Hot Mix, includ-
ing one for the resurfacing
of runways at the Lynden
Pindling International
Airport.

Last week, it was
revealed that Bahamas Hot
Mix received three sepa-
rate contracts for the laying
of water mains in Long
Island.

Symonette’s detractors

believed that he was con-
flicted in several matters as
a Cabinet minister. 

According to Cooper,
“What is happening with
Bahamas Hot Mix is a
shame.”

“They’re starving out
small contractors and this
government is facilitating
it.  How are small and
medium size businesses
supposed to survive, let
alone thrive if our govern-
ment allows huge busi-

nesses preferential treat-
ment?” Cooper asked.

“But that’s the FNM,
keep the special interests
happy.  But put the small
man out of business.
This government doesn’t
care about Bahamians at
all.  At least, not most of
us.

According to Cooper,
this is not what the future
of The Bahamas looks like
and what governance in
2019 should be.

“Why can’t the FNM
get it right?  Some people
say they don’t have a plan,
that they never had a plan.
I don’t believe that.  I just
believe that their plan was
never about the people,
despite them swearing up
and down it was the peo-
ple’s time,” Cooper said.

“All this talk about the
people’s time, but when
the people cry out – noth-
ing. They are unmoved by
the pleas of the people.”
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29 Bahamian
Fishermen
Arrested

A Bahamian fishing ves-
sel with 29 Bahamians on
board was apprehended
on Sunday afternoon by
the Royal Bahamas
Defence Force for fish-
eries violations.

While on routine
patrol, HMBS Rolly Gray,
under the command of
Senior Lieutenant
William Sturrup, appre-
hended a fishing vessel
named, Sweet Dreams, in
the Cay Sal Bank area
with a large quantity of

conch and a compressor
onboard. 

Skiffs belonging to the
vessel were also in the
immediate area with com-
pressors onboard.
Additionally, a search of a
nearby cay uncovered
several more compres-
sors.

The vessel and its crew
are expected to be escort-
ed to the capital where
they will be turned over to
relevant authorities for
further investigation.

‘More Ministers Must Go’

Taxi Drivers
Threaten Strike
to them one more time and
then after that we’re going
to have a massive shut-
down between the jitney
drivers and the taxi driv-
ers,” Union President
Wesley Ferguson said.  

“We’re going to culmi-
nate this whole back and
forth with the government
with just a massive shut-
down one day soon.”

The union president
said since the impromptu
meeting with Minister of
Transport Renward Wells
outside Cabinet back in
May, there’s been no com-
munication.  

Mr. Ferguson claimed

the union has made count-
less attempts to reach out
to the minister, but to no
avail.

The union is looking
for the government to
give a set date for the
moratorium on taxi plates
to be lifted, the change of
the rental car plates and
issues at the Road Traffic
Department.

The plan is to reach out
to the government one
last time. That deadline
may have to be pushed
down as Minister Wells is
out of the country until
July 16.

He left the capital yes-
terday for Tel Aviv, Israel
and London, England.

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...
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Gov’t Renting 
for New GG

“extensive renovations”. 
Deputy Prime Minister

and Minister of Finance
Peter Turnquest told The
Bahama Journal that fol-
lowing Government
House’s facelift, the gover-
nor general will assume
residence on the property. 

When asked why the
public wasn’t informed on
the matter, Attorney
General Carl Bethel said,

“There’s no secret about it.
Did anyone announce that
the past governor general
wasn’t living in
Government House? Was
that made public? No.”

He added, “This is not
the first time that a gover-
nor general has had to
make other accommoda-
tions pending renovations
in Government House.”

Both ministers
remained tightlipped about
the price of the rent. 

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...
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