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Bahamians attended Funeral oF Former

Jamaican Prime minister edward seaga

4 4 The Hon. Elsworth Johnson, Minister for State for Legal Affairs (right), and H.E. Reuben Rahming, Bahamas Ambassador to CARICOM
States (left), represented the Government of The Bahamas at the State Funeral for the Late Former Jamaican Prime Minister, the Most

Hon. Edward Seaga today, Sunday, 23rd June, 2019 at Holy Trinity Cathedral, Kingston, Jamaica.  Also pictured Leader of the Opposition
the Hon. Philip Davis (centre), and Mr. Kevin Simmons (second right).

“MIDDLE CLASS 
BEING ELIMINATED”
BISHOP URGES GOV’T TO REDUCE TAXES

he leader of The
Global United
Fellowship and
Senior Pastor of

Mount Tabor Church,
Bishop Neil C. Ellis says
“the middle class in the
Bahamas is being elimi-
nated.”  Appearing on the
JCN Radio and
Television show  Jones
and Company yesterday,
he said “the timing of the
increase of Value Added
Tax (VAT) was not good.
I don’t think enough of us
spoke up at the time of
the increase,” he said.
“The misery index is

very high. You have to sit
in a seat like mines to see
it. Middle class people
come to Mount Tabor

BY LEAH COOPER
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 3... 4 Bishop Neil C. Ellis 

GOSPEL ARTIST STABBED TO DEATH
RECORDING ARTIST SKETCH CALLS 

“THE BAHAMAS A DARK PLACE”

ecording Artist
Chris “Sketch”
Carey yesterday

described the country as a
“dark place” as he reflect-
ed on the brazen stabbing
death of Bahamian music
sensation MDeez. 
MDeez was involved

in a two-car collision this
past Friday that ended in
an altercation which
killed the musical artist
after being stabbed multi-

BY LEAH COOPER
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 3... 4 MDeez, fatally stabbed during an altercation Friday past

R

T
BPL
EXPLAINS
LOAD 
SHEDDING

As Bahamians com-
plained about a miserable
weekend due to  wide-
spread power outages in
New Providence,
Bahamas Power and
Light Company Limited
(BPL) yesterday con-
firmed that this past

BY LEAH COOPER
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 6...

Gov’t Expects
$50 million
In Gaming
Taxes 

The government is seek-
ing to collect approxi-
mately $50 million  in
taxes from the lucrative
gaming industry. 
It is about  to introduce

a new regime that calls
for gaming operators
being taxed 11 to 15 per
cent on income under $24
million and 17.5 percent
on income above that fig-
ure. 
Gaming Minister

Dionisio D’Aguilar gave
the Bahama Journal a
breakdown on what the
government hopes to
receive. 
He said,“ the gaming

houses generate taxable
revenue of about $200
million, you multiply that
by 11 per cent and you get

BY BERTHONY MCDERMOTT
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 2...
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Tourism Minister
Dionisio D’Aguilar last
week summed up
Thursday’s meeting
with Bahamas Hotel
Catering and Allied
Workers Union execu-
tives as a good one; a
good mechanism for
him to hear first-hand
the concerns.
“They seem very pas-

sionate, they seem very
resolute, but they also
seem to understand that
this is a business and
the business needs to
operate profitably at the
end of the day. 
“So I told them that

the government’s posi-
tion was not really to
get involved,  other
than to ask respectively
that everybody explores

every possible avenue
before they think about
engaging what I have
often referred to as the
nuclear option,” he

said.    
Union President

Darren Wood he said
assured that negotia-
tions will be in good

faith.
“We have to get this

right. We cannot afford
at this stage, at this time
to have any disruption

in any of our major
resort facilities and
therefore blacken the
good name and enor-
mous good will that the

Ministry of
Tourism -has built up
marketing the destina-
tion. 
“We left in good spir-

its and we’ll see where
the journey takes us,”
the Tourism Minister
said.  
The Union  has  com-

plained  about an
unsigned industrial
agreement that proposes
to eliminate the auto-
matic 15 per cent gratu-
ity, adjust workers holi-
day benefits and pay
out Christmas bonuses
in January  not
December.
Also at issue  is  the

claim  that ham and
turkey are no longer a
guarantee for  union
members. Minister
D’Aguilar said the
issues are not non nego-
tiable.
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Hotel Union and Gov’t
BY BERTHONY MCDERMOTT

Journal Staff Writer

4 Tourism Minister, Dionisio D’Aguilar 

Gov’t Expects $50 million
$22 million. 
“We projected to

increase that to $50 mil-
lion. We have since revised
our numbers and we expect
to generate approximately
$35 million, but we’ve
introduced an additional

tax which is the tax on win-
nings. 
“We estimate that we

will get $15 million from
that to take us back to the
$50 million. 
“Obviously,  we haven’t

done that before,  so we
don’t know exactly how
much will be generated

from that ,  but this is what
the gaming operators  esti-
mate that this new win-
nings tax will generate,” he
said.  
According to Minister

D’Aguilar 3 of the 7 gam-
ing houses are compliant
with the old tax regime,
representing 76 per cent of

the revenue. 
“Now when you look at

the book , there are wilding
different numbers,  because
as we transitioned from
what we attempted to do,
to what we will do,  a num-
ber of the gaming houses
withheld payment,  but
they recognized that in

order to get their licenses
they will have to pay that
money up. 
“So we expect in short

order and we are negotiat-
ing with all of them to
pay,” Minister D’Aguilar
said.   
According to the

Minister, the four not pay-

ing their taxes are putting
funds aside to pay the gov-
ernment once all matters
are settled. 
He  maintains that  rela-

tions between the gaming
industry and the govern-
ment have improved. In
fact, he anticipates a
smooth road ahead.

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...
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“MIDDLE CLASS BEING ELIMINATED”
because they believe
Bishop Ellis will find a
way,” he said.
The Pastor stated: “In

the latest budget present-
ed, I don’t see the immedi-
ate injection in the econo-
my to the extent that it fil-
ters down. The  Inter
American Development
Bank (IDB) says the econ-
omy turned the corner.

But our people around  the
corner can’t see it of feel
it,” he said.
Considering the coun-

try’s soaring misery index,
Bishop  Ellis  acknowl-
eged that the government
plays a role in the rising
cost of living and the
inevitable stress that
comes with the territory.
The Bishop  added  that

if he had  it his way,  he
would decrease taxes. 

He said that a lot of
Bahamians are not trying
to evade taxes, but that
they simply cannot afford
them. 
He said, “the truth of

the matter is, from the fig-
ures I see, in some cases if
businesses pay all of their
taxes,  they go out of busi-
ness.
“My mother used to say

all the time that some-
times its better to get plen-

ty of a little,” he added. 
This was a phrase , he

said, that took him years
to understand. 
While he noted that the

government removed
taxes on a number of
goods coming into the
country, he suggested
looking critically at the
belief that all of the coun-
try’s knowledge sits a
Cabinet table. 
He said, “you have to

incorporate people from
the different spheres of
life and different areas of
our country to find out
where the Bahamian peo-
ple are feeling the most
pain.
“It seems to me that the

government was taking in
more when VAT was 7.5
per cent. The truth of the
matter is that when they
increased it to 12 per cent,
the Minister of Finance

just reported that they did-
n’t meet the expected
intake. That’s a heck of a
lot of money! You’ve got
a shortage of almost $300
million!”
He also said that  he’s

not trying to suggest that
the government is wrong
for imposing hefty taxes.
However, he said,  that

if one isn’t receiving the
anticipated results, they
must re-evaluate.

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...

GOSPEL ARTIST STABBED TO DEATH

ple times. 
Mr. Carey described

MDeez as driven, talented
and a musical genius as he
reflected on the loss of
one of his best friends.  
Mr. Carey told The

Journal that he’s still try-
ing to come to grips with
the untimely death of one
of his best friends. 
He said, “ his character

was just amazing, and
everybody would know if
you saw him or met him
for the first time, you
would definitely be
inspired. Like, ‘who is this
guy?’  He would always
light up someone’s eyes.
He was just amazing to

me.”
Before his untimely

death, Mr. Carey revealed
that MDeez was in the
process of releasing a new
album. 
Seven months ago, the

pair worked on a song
entitled “Cry” dedicated
to his late mother.
Mr. Carey said, “that

was the last song we did,
and that was about his
mom  who passed away.”
“He had already started

his tour. Things were
going really well for him,
and it seemed like he was
just getting started.
However, it seems that
God had better plans,”  he

added. 
Upon hearing what

happened to his long-time
friend, Mr. Carey gave a
word of advice to
Bahamian youth. 
He said, “honestly, it’s

not worth it. If an argu-
ment is happening, just
walk away from it. I does-
n’t make sense losing your
life over something stupid
and petty.”
He added, “The

Bahamas seems like a
dark place. There’s some-
thing in the air. These peo-
ple are acting stupid over
petty thing that don’t
make sense. Just walk
away!” 

RECORDING ARTIST SKETCH SAYS 
“THE BAHAMAS A DARK PLACE”

4 Recording Artist “Sketch” Carey

Section A REGULAR_Section A Tues  6/24/2019  1:40 AM  Page 3



If Silver Gates appears to
be a bit more crowded
this summer, it is the
deliberate commitment
and efforts of fifteen
Bahamian companies
who completed the park
in a record time of three
months.
Prime Minister, Dr.

The Hon. Hubert Minnis,
along with The Hon.
Desmond Bannister,

Cabinet Members, gov-
ernment officials, resi-
dents of Silver Gates and
members of the public at
large had the unique
opportunity to set foot on
the park at the grand
opening over the week-
end.
The vision to build

and revitalize parks as
thriving gathering places
for youth, families and

adults has been
embraced by the
Bahamas Striping Group
of Companies (BSGC)
and is representative of
its core tenets over the
last nine years.  The
country’s newest park,
“the jewel of the south”,
represents the 44th park
that the company has
redeveloped through
partnerships or gifting to

various communities.
Chairman of BSGC,

Mr. Dominic Sturrup,
indicated that the park
has two components that
makes it stand out from
other parks in the coun-
try.  Fifteen (15)
Bahamian companies
partnered and worked
together on completing
the park to ensure that it
meets the needs of the
residents for generations
to come. Additionally,
the park includes a cush-
ioned master walking
trail which is the first of
its kind in The Bahamas,
as it is ideal for persons
who may have health
challenges and mitigat-
ed injuries to the lower
extremities. 
“This is what is possi-

ble when young busi-
nesses work together as
a team, and Bahamas
Striping  Group of
Companies is committed
to doing out part to
make the Bahamas bet-
ter, one park at a time”,
said Sturrup.
Features of the new

park include a cush-
ioned basketball court

painted in the Bahamian
colors, a tennis court, a
walking trail, exercise
equipment, fruit trees, a
great lawn, play area for
the children, secure rest-
rooms, closed circuit
television cameras
(CCTV) for added secu-
rity, free wifi, and a
unique blue hole. 
The Silver Gates

community has under-
gone notable transfor-
mations and Member of
Parliament for
Carmichael, and
Minister of Works, The
Hon. Desmond
Bannister indicated that
creating this park was a
part of a commitment
that he made to the resi-
dents, and as it is one of
a kind, he challenged
them to maintain the
park so that it can be
enjoyed by all.
The Prime Minister

officially declared the
park open and reminded
the public that renovating
and enhancing parks and
green spaces throughout
New Providence and the
Family Islands is one of
the major commitments

of the government.
“Your new park will

help to foster a greater
sense of community. This
family park is a model for
New Providence.
Residents need beautiful,
safe, and open spaces to
relax, exercise, and host
community events, and
we are working through
various public private
partnerships (PPPs) to
recreate various parks in
the inner city as well as to
transform Clifford Park
into a central park for
New Providence and to
develop Junaknoo Beach,
Arawak Cay, and the
Western Esplanade.
The project was led by

Bahamas Striping Group
of Companies, K.W.
Paving, Carib
Construction, Terrain
Design, Innovative
Knowledge Designers,
Riviere & Associates,
Flameless Electric,
Futuristic Landscaping,
HLN Construction, Kelly
Fencing, Kemp’s
Creations, ATI
Electronics, True Green
and BTC.
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FIFTEEN BAHAMIAN COMPANIES 
COMPLETE ONE OF A KIND PARK
Silver Gates Community Park Declared Open

4 Prime Minister, Dr. The Hon. Hubert Minnis, along with The Hon. Desmond Bannister, Cabinet Members, government officials, and members of the clergy cut the
ribbon to the entrance of the country's newest state of the art park in the Silver Gates Community.
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