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BPL OUTAGES
V E X I N G

eputy Prime
Minister Peter
T u r n q u e s t
weighed in on

the recent bout of load-
shedding at Bahamas
Power and Light and
acknowledged that “not
having access to electrici-
ty has been an unfortu-
nate and regrettable cir-
cumstance”.
Mr. Turnquest added

that the government and
BPL are continuing to
work on solutions to this
vexing issue, particularly
with the acquisition of
several new engines.  
However, the deputy

prime minister also said
the “issues with BPL and

BY LICEC BASTIAN
Journal Staff Writer

D

4 Deputy Prime Minister, Peter Turnquest 

Shark
Attack
Leaves
Tourist
Dead
A shark attack on
Wednesday has left an
American woman dead.
According to police,

shortly after 2 p.m. a
woman was snorkeling
in waters near Rose
Island when she was
attacked by sharks.  The
woman was transported
to shore and taken to
hospital where she was
pronounced dead.

Viral Voice Note
Suggests RBPF
Corruption
National Security

Minister Denies Claims

A scandalous voice note
making its rounds on
social media is fueling
serious concerns about
the procedures followed
during police arrests and
investigations.
Reportedly, the voice

of an ex-police officer,
who identified himself as
Bernard Swann, in the
voice note spoke to fixed
police reports, without
proper investigations.
Holding nothing back,

BY BERTHONY MCDERMOTT
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 4...

4 National Security Min.,
Marvin Dames 

Man Charged
with M-Deez

Murder 
Five days after allegedly
committing his death, 32-
year-old Shamano Cooper
was formally arraigned in
connection with the stab-
bing death of Bahamian
artist Davon Alistair

Knight, affectionately
known on the music scene
as ‘M-Deez’.
It is alleged that on

June 21, Cooper, during
an altercation with M-
Deez fatally stabbed him.
He died en route to hospi-

BY BERTHONY MCDERMOTT
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 2...

Work
Permit 
Fees
Worries
Mitchell

The 2019/2020 Budget
Debate wrapped up yes-
terday in the Upper
Chamber with Senator
Fred Mitchell, who
addressed concerns
regarding the increase in
work permit fees. 
He said these fees

have now become a rev-
enue center for the gov-

BY LEAH COOPER
Journal Staff Writer

4 Senator, Fred Mitchell

Clergy - Dame marguerite

‘raiseD the Bar’

4 Governor General, Dame Marguerite Pindling 

g See page 6...

g See page 4...

s well-wishers
salute Governor
General Dame
M a r g u e r i t e

Pindling for her stellar
service to The Bahamas,
New Covenant Baptist

Church Pastor Emeritus
Bishop Simeon Hall laud-
ed her as an exemplary
woman who raised the bar
of womanhood to another
level.
Bishop Hall joined

many others who praised
Dame Marguerite yester-
day during a service of

Thanksgiving at St Agnes
Church in recognition of
her tenure as governor
general. 
“Dame Marguerite

your personal style and
the grace and poise with
which you have worn the

BY DEANDRE WILLIAMSON
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 8...
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Families Plan Funerals
for Italy Murder Victims
John to be laid to
rest on Saturday 

4Alrae Ramsey 4 Blair John

Funeral preparations are
underway for Alrae
Ramsey and Blair John,
two Bahamian men
whose bodies were
pulled from the Po river
in Turin, Italy this
month. 
The Bahama Journal

understands that plans
are being made for John
to be buried this coming
Saturday at Evangelistic
Temple Assemblies of
God at 1 p.m. 
Foreign Affairs

Minister Darren Henfield
told reporters yesterday
that he has been speaking
with family members of
both men two to three
times a day.
He said, “We’re in the

process of repatriating
the bodies home to The
Bahamas. Hopefully,
they’ll be here by the end
of the week. I think their
families are preparing for

the funerals. So, that’s
where we are at the
moment.”
“No official word

from the toxicology
report or anything from
the investigator to indi-
cate more than what
we’ve heard thus far,” he
added. 
Drowning has been

cited as the cause of
death for both men, and
the government has come
under fire for how it has
handled the matter with
former Foreign Affairs
Minister Fred Mitchell
charging that more needs
to be done. 
The strongest efforts,

he said, must be made to
ensure a proper official
investigation to be done. 
In response to his

comments, Minister
Henfield said, “I have
been engaged with the
Italian government in
Rome, with whom I
speak as leads arise with
the deputy foreign minis-

ter. He’s at the end of my
phone. I can reach out
and touch him anytime.
“My officials have

been in Turin since this
incident occurred. Right
now, my director general
is in Turin. She will
accompany the bodies
home. I think that as a
government, we have
done all that is humanly
possible to determine
what happened, to keep
the families engaged, and
to return our sons to The
Bahamas so that we can
have them properly
buried.” 
He said there will

always be criticisms, but
he thinks the government
has been doing its best  to
get to the bottom of the
circumstances. 
Ramsey, a foreign

service officer, was in
Turin on study leave in
Vienna.
John was there attend-

ing a psychology confer-
ence. 

BY LEAH COOPER
Journal Staff Writer

Man Charged with
M-Deez Murder 

tal.
Appearing before

Deputy Chief Magistrate
Subusola Swain, Cooper
was not required to enter
a plea and was remanded
to the Bahamas
Department of
Corrections until August

15, when he will be
served a voluntary bill of
indictment.
Prior to his death, M-

Deez was on tour and was
working on a new album. 
Friends, family and

fans remember him as a
musical giant.

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...

4 MDeez
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BTVI and Georgia State
University Forge Ties

Following a visit by
Georgia State University to
The Bahamas last October,
the institution and the
Bahamas Technical and
Vocational Institute
(BTVI) have since signed a
Memorandum of
Cooperation to initiate for-
mal discussions on a col-
laboration that would
afford BTVI students the
option to continue their
studies at the tier one
research institution in
Atlanta, Georgia.
The agreement was

signed at Georgia State
University during a recent
visit by a BTVI delegation
including the President, Dr.
Robert W. Robertson;
Chairman, Kevin Basden;
Academic Dean, Dr.
Pleshette McPhee and
Dean of Student Services,
Racquel Bethel. 
The agreement will also

facilitate discussions on
the development of faculty
training opportunities for
BTVI instructors, as well
as faculty and student
exchanges.
Georgia State

University’s Associate
Provost for International
Initiatives, Dr.  Wolfgang
Schlör, hosted the delega-
tion and expressed his
admiration of BTVI’s

vision and its contributions
to skills development in
The Bahamas. He noted
that there is a good align-
ment between Georgia
State’s College to Career
focus and BTVI, highlight-
ing the participation of the
university’s Perimeter
College and online cam-
pus.  He expressed antici-
pation for what he hopes
will be a productive part-
nership with BTVI.
In response, Dr.

Robertson expressed the
importance of collaborat-
ing with Georgia State, a
university that uniquely
confers associates degrees
alongside other degrees in
the United States. This
attribute, in his opinion, is
a highlight of this devel-
oping collaboration and
speaks to the value of a
BTVI education.
According to Dr.

Robertson, “Georgia State
University is a top quality
comprehensive, research
institution in the Atlanta
area and is highly respect-
ed for its research and stu-
dent success efforts. We
are excited about this
partnership and look for-
ward to BTVI students
transitioning smoothly to
this university in the
future.”  

4 President of Georgia State University, Dr. Mark Becker and President of the Bahamas Technical and Vocational Institute, Dr.
Robert W. Robertson (BTVI), recently signed a Memorandum of Cooperation as BTVI’s Chairman, Kevin Basden looks on.

4 A BTVI delegation recently visited Georgia State University in Atlanta to sign a Memorandum of Cooperation which will facil-
itate discussions on the development of faculty training opportunities for BTVI instructors, as well as faculty and student

exchanges. Shown from left to right are: Vice Consul, Bahamas Consulate General Atlanta, Charlene Johnson; BTVI’s Dean of
Student Affairs, Racquel Bethel; Georgia State University’s Associate Provost, International Initiatives, Dr. Wolfgang Schloer;
BTVI’s President, Dr. Robert W. Robertson; President of Georgia State University, Dr. Mark Becker; BTVI’s Chairman, Kevin

Basden; BTVI’s Dean of Academic Affairs, Dr. Pleshette McPhee; Georgia State University’s Director, International
Partnerships & Agreements, Kike Ehigiator and Georgia State University’s Education Attache, Bahamas Consulate General

Atlanta, Rochelle Russel.
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BPL OUTAGES VEXING
its legacy BEC have
been long running and
it’s unfortunate at the
turn of events that has
happened with that once
very proud and reliable
institution”.

“It points out the
affect that policy can
have on these state-
owned enterprises, [and]
in that particular circum-
stance a decision was
made, I think in 2010,
that affected its financial
standing,” Mr. Turnquest

said.  
“Since then, BPL has

been struggling to main-
tain its engines and to
provide for the replace-
ment of its equipment as
technology has changed
and developments have
evolved. 

“Hopefully, with the
installation of these new
engines we will start a
new path and Bahamians
will come to rely and
have confidence in the
services of BPL going
forward.” 
The deputy prime

minister in the meantime
apologized for the incon-
veniences that have
occurred adding that
there’s no acceptable
answer or solution to it,
save to say, they are
addressing the issue and
expect some resolution

by early fall.
Bahamas Electrical

Workers Union President
Paul Maynard meantime
has put that timeline at
December. 
BPL has since paid out

some $2 million for
rental generators.

Voice Note Suggests RBPF Corruption
Mr. Swann further
charged that the Royal
Bahamas Police Force
conducts no proper inves-
tigation and that officers
only beat people and lie to
send persons to jail.
The issue was brought

to the attention of
National Security
Minister Marvin Dames
yesterday, who in turn
brushed off the claims as
nonsense that does not
warrant attention.
“Investigations are

driven evidence.  If some-
one it arrested and
charged, it’s laid before
the courts that evidence is
produced,” Mr. Dames
said.
“It goes before the

Office of the Attorney
General and the Office of
Public Prosecution
because there is a process. 
“His comments are

totally out of place
because he cannot be
speaking for the agency
that has been in place well
over a century.”    
The idea, he said that

there is a culture of falsi-
fying evidence in police
investigations is ridicu-
lous and advised that
Police Commissioner
Anthony Ferguson and his
team will investigate the
matter.
“I have heard the voice

note and I’m sure mem-
bers of the public heard it
also and I intend to dis-
patch a team to conduct an

investigation into it,” Mr.
Ferguson said. 
“I would be interested

to know what it is that he
really is saying to see if
there is any validity to it.”   
In a statement, human

rights group Rights
Bahamas said it was
appalled by the shocking
revelation, agreeing that
the incident be investigat-
ed vigorously and com-
prehensively even if this
means bringing in foreign
investigators.
The statement added

that every case, Mr.
Swann would have inves-
tigated must be reinvesti-
gated. 
However, according to

Minister Dames, Mr.
Swann was not an investi-
gator.
“He cannot be speak-

ing for the Royal
Bahamas Police Force,
not the force I know and
not the force that many
distinguished men and
women would have
passed through,” Mr.
Dames said. 
“He may have been

speaking for himself, but
as I have said before
there is no record that
this guy was any kind of
investigator of any sort. 
“So we have to be

careful sometimes of
these pronouncements
and voice notes on social
media.” 
Still, Rights Bahamas

said it is ready to repre-
sent any victim of this
alleged abuse.

Work Permit 
Fees Worries
ernment to the extent of
some $50 million per year. 
He added there is no

incentive for any govern-
ment to turn down work
permit applications
because these boil down
to a loss in revenue.
Mr. Mitchell added

that the government has
doubled the cost of work
permit fees over the past
year. 

“I think they [the gov-
ernment] did not proceed
in last year’s budget, to
raise the cost of work per-
mits for caregivers
because many people
argue that it is difficult to
get Bahamian care-

givers,” he said.
“So, the work permit

fee was kept at $1,000. I
thought that was a wise
decision because many
people struggle to even
make that, but now that
has gone up to $2,000,”
he added.
Last year, the former

immigration and foreign
affairs minister urged the
government to reconsider
increasing work permit
fees and instead double
permanent residency
requirement costs. 
He added that the gov-

ernment has to ensure
that it does not inflict
damage on various sec-
tors, causing a black mar-
ket to develop. 
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