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Dames BiDs Farewell to ms. Jamie martin, Director,

int’l narcotics anD law enForcement aFFairs

4 Minister Dames (3-L) presenting outgoing Director Jamie Martin (4-R) with a plaque and gift along with (L-R) Commissioner
Murphy BDOCS, Commodore Bethel (RBDF), US Charge d'Affaires Stephanie Bowers, Commissioner Ferguson, PS Poitier

(SEE page 12 )

WE’RE IN CRISIS
BPL Union President Calls
for $100 million Injection

4 BPL Union President, Paul Maynard

he vexing load-
shedding issue at
Bahamas Power
and Light is a

‘crisis,’ according to
Bahamas Electrical
Workers Union President
Paul Maynard, who is
now calling on the gov-
ernment to invest $100
million to assist with the
effective operation of the
power plant. 

“What needs to happen

is the CEO needs to rec-
ognize that this is a crisis
that we’re in, accept it,
stop running away from
it,” Maynard said during
an interview with The
Bahama Journal yester-
day, adding that  as a
result of the load-shed-
ding crisis, BPL employ-
ees are “over-taxed to the
max” and there is a staff
shortage.

“This is no fun for us to
be doing,” Maynard said.

BY DEANDRE WILLIAMSON
Journal Staff Writer

T

g See page 3...

16 Injured in 
Tour Bus Crash
D’Aguilar Confident Crash

Won’t Affect Tourism

Two Bahamians were
among the 16 injured in
the Eleutheran Adventure
tour bus accident on
Monday in Rock Sound,
Eleuthera. 

Minister of Health Dr.
Duane Sands confirmed
outside Cabinet on
Tuesday morning that the
two Bahamians are in sta-
ble condition at the

BY BERTHONY MCDERMOTT
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 3...
4 Minister of Tourism,
Dionisio D’Aguilar 

‘Threats to Lock Out
Morton Salt Employees
Frustrating,’ Says Brown
Meeting with Labour Minister Next Week

The threat to lock Morton
Salt employees out of the
Inagua Salt Plant has
only further infuriated
the Bahamas Industrial
Manufacturers and Allied

Workers Union, whose
President Jennifer Brown
condemned such a move
as doing neither party
any good, but rather only
frustrates the process and
workers.

Morton executives

BY BERTHONY MCDERMOTT
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 4...

Charges Dropped for 
80-Year-Old Lawyer
Accused of Stealing

An 80-year-old lawyer
was called upon to
answer charges of fraud-
ulent breach of trust and
stealing by reason of
service, a matter stem-
ming back almost 10
years. 

Miriam Curling, of 24

East Bay Street, appeared
in Magistrate’s Court
yesterday before
Magistrate Samuel
McKinney. 

Mrs. Curling was
charged with stealing
$85,000 cash which was
entrusted to her by
Rebecca Knowles in
2010.

BY LICEC BASTIAN
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 4...

Progress Being
Made in Resolution
of Trade Disputes 

Debate on the 2019/2020
budget continued in the
Upper Chamber with
Senator Dion Foulkes
giving an account of the
Ministry of Labour’s suc-
cesses and challenges
over the past 12 months
and its concentration
moving ahead.

That includes trade
disputes filed, in 2018,
that figure stood at 924.

“Four hundred and
sixty-five were resolved
while 305 pending, 37
were withdrawn and 107
were referred to the
Industrial Tribunal for
their deliberations.” 

“In the Family Islands
in 2018, 283 disputes

BY BERTHONY MCDERMOTT
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 4...
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97 Haitians Charged
with Illegal Landing

Ninety-seven Haitian
nationals appeared in the
Magistrate’s Court in
Inagua before
Magistrate Kara
Tu r n q u e s t - D e v e a u x
where they were charged
with illegal landing and

given an order of early
deportation. 

According to the
Department of
Immigration, the group
charged included 86
adult males and 11 adult
females. They were

turned over to
Immigration officials
and are scheduled to
depart from Matthew
Town, Inagua for Port-
au-Prince, Haiti on June
26, 2019 at 9:00 a.m. 

Immigration officials

said group of Haitian
migrants were appre-
hended by officers of the
Royal Bahamas Defence
Force onboard
‘Enduring Friendship’
on June 20, 2019 near
Castle Island, just South

of Acklins. 
This group also

included three minors.
They were transported
to Matthew Town,
Inagua by the HMBS L.
L. Smith and turned
over to Immigration

officials. 
A team of officers of

the Enforcement Unit
were immediately
deployed to Inagua to
assist in processing, pro-
tection and escort of the
migrants. 

Pierre Denies Armed
Robbery Charges

An alleged armed robber
was arraigned in
Magistrate's Court
before Magistrate
Samuel McKinney yes-
terday. 

McKenzie Pierre, 26,
of Boyd Road, was

charged with four counts
of armed robbery. He
was not required to enter
a plea and was subse-
quently remanded to the
Bahamas Department of
Corrections. 

It is alleged that on
Saturday June 15,
Pierre, being concerned
with others and armed

with an offensive
weapon, a handgun, did
steal from Myril Storr a
cellphone valued $275
and $350, the property
of Storr. 

On the same date in
question, it is alleged
that he also stole from
Chadwick Storr $87 and
from Delano Johnson

$105. 
It is further alleged

that Pierre, again being
concerned with others,
armed with an offensive
weapon, stole from
Craig Smith a cellphone
valued at $275 and
$525. 

Just before his
remand, Pierre told the

Magistrate McKinney
that he is being electron-
ically monitored and
was home on the date in
question. 

However, Magistrate
McKinney informed
Pierre that should the
matter go to court he
could request a printout
or a recording of his

whereabouts electroni-
cally. 

Pierre was subse-
quently placed on
remand until August 19,
when he returns to court
for a Voluntary Bill of
Indictment. 

The accused was rep-
resented by attorney
Alex Dorsette. 

BY LICEC BASTIAN
Journal Staff Writer
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WE’RE IN CRISIS

16 Injured in Tour Bus Crash

“You in a crisis.  They’re
running on telling people
about the engine will be
ready in October.  These
new engines.  That won’t
happen.  But since the
white man say it, fine.
But it will be ready in
December that’s more of
a realistic situation. 

“But the fact is we will
be load shedding off and
on until October,
November.  We in a crisis

so what you need to do, is
you need to accept that
and work with it and ask
the government for $100
million in order to oper-
ate properly.  

“Right now, we are
operating on a very thin
shoestring budget
because every penny is
going down to Clifton
Pier to deal with the
engines and nothing is
left to operate around
town.  

“We can’t even get

money to fix the trucks
for the guys to go out to
work. So, guys go out in
little cars to do what they
have to do.  But you can’t
neglect your distribution
customers in order for
you to put a show on
down at Clifton Pier.
That is not the way to
operate the company and
you need to say to the
government, we need
operating money down
here.” 

Earlier this week BPL

promised that $2 million
rental generators are
expected to bring relief to
the load-shedding issue.
But Maynard said the
rental company Aggreko
is not fulfilling all of its
promises.

“They are spending a
mint to rent those genera-
tors,” Maynard said.
“This is why they should
be very annoyed with
Aggreko.  Aggreko came
in here and supposed to
have given them an addi-

tional 25 megawatts and
that would have covered
them.  

“We wouldn’t have
had a weekend like this
weekend if Aggreko had
done what they were sup-
posed to do.  Aggreko
was supposed to be in
here and they would have
supposed to deliver
between the 4th of June
and the 11th.  They were
supposed to be running
with 25 megawatts and
they were not.  They kept

moving the bar and kept
blaming employees.
“Everything is ready for
them now. They are not
on yet.  This is a prob-
lem.  They are not doing
anything for us for free.
We are paying an
absolute mint to have
them here they need to
get with the program.

“We need to say,
‘Look here man get with
it or carry you and all
your damn machines out
this country.’”

Princess Margaret and
Doctors Hospitals.

Some of the injured
Americans were airlifted
to the United States on
Monday.

Dr. Sands told reports
that in the majority of
cases, the injuries are not
significant.

“The seriously injured
– six.  We had just a phe-

nomenal response from
the team on the ground.
From EMS in Eleuthera to
the doctors and nurses in
Eleuthera all over
Southern and Central
Eleuthera,” Dr. Sands
said. 

“The air ambulance, the
U.S. Coast Guard, we also
had a phenomenal
response from Princess
Margret Hospital, Doctors
Hospital and EMS on the

ground here.
“It demonstrated an

absolute fine example of
what teamwork in the set-
ting of a mass casualty
event. We don’t want to
see this type of thing, but
we do know that certainly
our teams are capable
handing it.” 

Sadly, Monday’s acci-
dent came as tourism con-
tinues to enjoy much suc-
cess. In fact, an extremely

concerned Minister of
Tourism Dionisio
D’Aguilar said he was
grateful there were no
casualties.  

Still, he is confident
the incident will not neg-
atively impact the num-
ber one industry.

“I don’t think so.  It
was just a genuine acci-
dent. I think the vehicle
for whatever reason the
driver lost control of the

vehicle, we don’t know
why yet, and it was just
and accident, that’s just
what it was,” Mr.
D’Aguilar said.

“Accidents happen and
obviously we try to take
as many steps to mitigate
these accidents, but I
don’t think that this will
put a blemish or a black
mark on the destination.

“I just think it’s an
accident that can happen

at anytime, anywhere, to
anybody.

“Thankfully, there
were no fatalities and
hopefully everybody is
getting first class medical
care to try and rectify any
injuries that they
incurred.”   

Thirty-two people
were on the tour bus
when the driver reported-
ly lost control of the vehi-
cle and overturned.

BPL Union President Calls for $100 million Injection
gg Continued from / PAGE 1...
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threatened as much last
week after reaching an
impasse with negotiations
for a new industrial agree-
ment.

Morton contended that
its latest proposal of 1.5
per cent was its final and
best deal, but that the
union was unwilling to
meet at the table in good
faith.

Ms. Brown said other-
wise and charged in a
recent letter that after

exceeding Morton’s budg-
et by 799 tons, the union
was eager to get back to
the table for a counter pro-
posal.

Still, the union opted
not to attend monthly
meetings as nothing was
being accomplished.

Ms. Brown made it
clear that when the com-
pany decides to give
workers what is due to
them, the union will be
willing to return to the
table.

Minister of Labour

Dion Foulkes yesterday
reiterated the call for the
two sides to refrain from
any action that could
affect the plant’s opera-
tion.

“Both management and
the union have agreed to
holt any anticipated or
proposed action. On the
union side, they have
decided not to engage in

any industrial action,” he
said. 

“On the management
side, they have agreed to
hold off on any potential
lock out of the plant. 

“We are trying to set up
a meeting as soon as pos-
sible, the lead negotiator
for Morton resides in
Chicago and we’re trying
to confirm a date that’s

convenient for Mr. Obie
Ferguson who is the lead
negotiator for the union.”  

Mr. Foulkes plans to
meet with both sides by
next week in hopes of
hashing out a resolution to
the standoff.

“I want to emphasize
that this is a top priority
for the prime minister, this
is a top priority for the

government to have the
matter at Morton Salt set-
tled,” Mr. Foulkes said.

“Matthew Town,
Inagua is a one company
town in terms of the eco-
nomic activity there and
we want to ensure that the
livelihood of all of the
workers and the residents
is secured in Matthew
Town.”
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‘Threats to Lock Out Morton Salt
Employees Frustrating,’

Charges Dropped for 
80-Year-Old Lawyer
Accused of Stealing

Progress Being
Made in Resolution
of Trade Disputes 

Particulars indicate that
on Friday December 10,
2010, Curling did dishon-
estly appropriate the
amount of $85,000 vested
as a trustee and stole the
same amount by reason of
service. 

During the initial pres-
entation of the facts, attor-
ney Jomo Campbell, who
represents Curling,
requested the matter be
withdrawn as he informed
the court that the com-
plainant was in possession
of a cheque in the amount
of $35,487.50, the sum he
said was some 50 percent
of the total owed. 

He further noted that
Curling, began in earnest
to return the funds to the
complainant, and that the
balance would be paid on
or before July 9. 

He noted that the
request to withdraw was
as a result of the two par-
ties coming into an agree-
ment to have the balance
paid by the said date. 

The magistrate howev-
er, said the matter can
only be withdrawn with
leave of the court, ques-
tioning whether it was
really the decision the
prosecutor wanted to
make and sought to have

the complainant in the
courtroom. 

Further, Magistrate
McKinney was con-
cerned that if the balance
was not paid by the
agreed date, where the
matter would stand.  

Attorney Darren Bain,
who represents the com-
plainant, Rebecca
Knowles, confirmed to
the court that his client
was indeed in possession
of the cheque and was, in
fact, at the bank at the
time. He further suggest-
ed that the magistrate
give a mention date to
return to court to verify
that the balance was
indeed paid, because of
McKinney's concerns. 

The matter was then
stood down for about 30
minutes. When the matter
resumed, Knowles, who
arrived in court sometime
later, withdrew her com-
plaint after being ques-
tioned by the Magistrate. 

Magistrate McKinney
withdrew the charges,
and Curling was subse-
quently released from
custody. The balance of
the amount owing must
be paid by July 9 or the
matter could return to
court. 

were recorded at the
Department of Labour,
102 were resolved and
164 are pending. Eight
were withdrawn and nine
were referred to the
Industrial Tribunal,”
Minister Foulkes said. 

A look at the first
quarter of 2019 put that
number here in New
Providence at 245 dis-
putes.

“One hundred and nine
were resolved, 82 are
pending, 21 were with-
drawn and 33 were
referred to the Industrial
Tribunal.” 

“In the first quarter of
2019 in the Family
Islands there is a total of
85 disputes filed. Ninety-
five were resolved, 49
are now pending, two
were withdrawn and 9
were referred to the
Tribunal.  

Senators also heard
how since the launch of
the labour on the blocks,
1,600 people have been
successful in finding
jobs.

The program’s to be
expanded to address job
vacancies in the maritime
sector.
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