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DAMES BOASTS 
“CRIME DOWN”

inister of
N a t i o n a l
S e c u r i t y
Marvin Dames

yesterday boasted in
crime taking a dive dur-
ing his tenure in office
during his contribution to
the budget debate in the
House of Assembly. 
He said for the first

quarter of 2019 overall
crime was down by seven
per cent compared to how
the numbers stacked up
last year the same period
last year. 
Min. Dames said, “the

Bahamian people would
recall that, for the first
time in nearly a decade,
the murder count in The
Bahamas did not exceed
the 100-mark last year.
“This  was primarily as

a result of a number of
new and timely policy
directives, combined with

BY LEAH COOPER
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 3... 4 Minister of National Security, the Hon. Marvin Dames 

M
POLICE PROBE SECURITY

OFFICER’S MURDER
A Commonwealth
Brewery security officer’s
life was taken when he
was killed following an
armed robbery in the early
hours of Tuesday morn-
ing. 
Police are now looking

into the circumstances
surrounding the armed
robbery turned homicide. 
According to police

reports, shortly after
12:00 mid-night Tuesday,
three security officers
were on duty at a whole-
sale wine and spirits com-

BY LICEC BASTIAN
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 3...

PLP ACCUSED OF 
POLITICIZING LABOUR DAY
The Free National
Movement (FNM) has
accused the Opposition
Progressive Liberal Party
of politicizing Labour
day.  Saying  that the PLP

was reckless in doing so,
the  governing party in a
statement yesterday  said
that the PLP  is out of
touch with the people of
The Bahamas.
“From day one, the

BY LISA KNOWLES
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 3...

Construction 
Delays Cost
Bahamians 
Millions 

The delay in the construc-
tion of the Ministry of
National Security’s new
headquarters on  John F.
Kennedy Drive  is said to
illustrate the lethargic,
convoluting and mysteri-
ous manner in which the
former administration
awarded and executed
contracts, according to
National Security
Minister Marvin Dames.
Mr. Dames said that

upon coming to office, an
assessment of the proper-
ty  revealed that the proj-
ect was plagued with
incomplete and shoddy
workmanship.
“In 2018 a new con-

tractor was hired to cor-
rect the work and develop
the Annex at the rear of
the complex.
“These delays will end

up costing the Bahamian
taxpayers $40 million.
The budget for the origi-
nal scope of works was
$26 million,” he said. 
The Minister told

members of the House of
Assembly in his contribu-
tion to the budget debate,
“I am now being told that
we can expect to move
into the building some-
time during the last quar-

BY BERTHONY MCDERMOTT
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 4...

4 Centenarian Mrs. Julia Huyler and family paid a courtesy call upon Governor General Her Excellency the Most Hon. Dame
Marguerite Pindling at Government House, June 5, 2019 on the occasion of Mrs. Huyler's 100th birthday. 

(BIS Photos/Letisha Henderson)

Centenarian reCeives warm welCome

at Government House
PM EXTENDS SYMPATHY
TO THE RAMSEY AND

JOHN FAMILIES

Prime Minister Dr.
Hubert Minnis in a state-
ment late yesterday
evening extending his
deepest and heartfelt con-
dolences to the families
of Bahamians Alrae
Ramsey and Blair John,
who was found dead in a
lake in Turin, Italy. 
The Prime Minister

noted that he spoke with
both families this past
weekend, assuring them
that the government is
doing everything it can to
ensure that the remains of

BY BERTHONY MCDERMOTT
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 4...
4 Prime Minister,
Dr. Hubert Minnis 
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National Security
Minister Marvin Dames

fired back at The
Opposition’s scathing
criticisms of the
2019/2020 budget this
afternoon accusing them

of appealing to the elite
in the country and tax-
ing the poor people. 
In his address last

week Opposition

Spokesman on Finance
Chester Cooper noted as
much adding that this is
a budget of special
interest. 

Mr. Dames said that
the shelf life of these
political talking points
have long passed and
there is no place for this

kind of rhetoric in a
modern Bahamas. 
He said, “they contin-

ue to say that they are
the government of the
poor, yet they have done
nothing to raise
Bahamians out of pover-
ty. Fact be told, when
you look around at many
of them who have been
at the forefront of the
party; they have done
extremely well for
themselves and their
families.
“With boarding

schools, palatial resi-
dences out east and
west, and overseas
maids and butlers,
surely they were not a
government of the peo-
ple.  In fact, this was
the government of spe-
cial interests.”
Mr. Dames also

accused  the previous
administration of being
good on talk,  but poor
on substance. 
He said, “while they

dined on lobster and
caviar, and sipped on
Dom Perignon; the
poor man’s struggles
continue after decades
of undelivered promis-
es from the side oppo-
site.
“With dilapidated

and squandered living
conditions, decades of
abandonment, outside
toilets, and poor infra-
structure; yet they are
the government of the
people? What people?”
he asked.
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FLAMINGO GARDENS CLINIC 
TEMPORARILY  CLOSED

The Ministry of Health
advising the general pub-
lic of the closure of its
Flamingo Gardens
Health Facility,
Carmichael Road.
However the facility is
expected to reopen today,

according to Health
Minister Dr. Duane
Sands who added that the
reason for the temporary
closure is to protect both
staff and patients.
“There is a problem

with the choice of paint
used for the repairs and
renovations. They used
an oil based paint and the

problem is that the fumes
are unfortunately creat-
ing a challenge.” 
“A similar type of

paint was used on anoth-
er area last week and
unfortunate a number of
staff members had chal-
lenges with inhalation,”
the Health Minister said.    
Clients and patients of

the antenatal clinic
scheduled for follow up
services at Flamingo
Gardens Clinic are
advised to attend the
South Beach Health
Center, East Street South
at their usual appoint-
ment times.
Other clients in the

Flamingo Gardens health

district in need of non-
emergency services are
asked to visit the
Elizabeth Estates, South
Beach or Fleming Street
Clinics until services are
resumed at the Flamingo
Gardens Clinic.
The public and resi-

dents of the Flamingo
Gardens Clinic district

are  further advised that
the hours of operations at
those clinic are 9am to
9pm.
According to Dr.

Sands,  his Ministry con-
ducted an assessment
yesterday evening to
determine if the clinic
would be able to reopen
today.

BY BERTHONY MCDERMOTT
Journal Staff Writer

DAMES FIRES BACK AT OPPOSITION
BY LEAH COOPER

Journal Staff Writer

A nineteen-year old
male was yesterday
charged  before the
courts for  murder.
Javano Hall  stood
before Chief Magistrate
Joy Ann Ferguson-Pratt
for the May 30th killing
of Shaquille Rolle
which took place  on
Shady Tree Street,
Culmersville. He was
not required to enter a
plea and was remanded
to the Bahamas
Deparment of
Corrections until
August 7th.  He was
represented by Attorney
Ian Cargill.

TEEN 
CHARGED 

WITH
MURDER
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pany on John F. Kennedy
Drive, when they were
accosted by a group of
armed men who held them
at bay and robbed them of
personal items. 
Police said the culprits

made good their escape
from the property, but not
before shooting one of
the officers. Paramedics

were called to the scene,
attempted to revive the
injured man, however  he
was pronounced dead on
the scene. The other two
security officers were not
injured during this inci-
dent.
C o m m o n w e a l t h

Brewery Limited  has
since issued a statement
on the incident. “The
matter is currently being

investigated by The
Royal Bahamas Police
Force (RBPF) and our
thoughts and prayers are
with the victim’s family
during this difficult
time,” the statement said.
It advised that the

Brewery would re-open
today following one day
of closure yesterday. 
This homicide fol-

lowed a Nassau Village

killing on Sunday night.
A man was standing in

front of his home on Price
Street, Nassau Village,
when he was approached
by occupants of a vehicle,

who opened fired on him,
hitting him about the
body before speeding
away. Paramedics were
called to the scene,
attempted to revive the

injured man; however, he
was pronounced dead on
the scene.
Investigations are

ongoing in both inci-
dents.
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DAMES BOASTS 
“CRIME DOWN”

POLICE PROBE SECURITY
OF F IC ER ’ S  MURDER

PLP ACCUSED OF 
POLITICIZING LABOUR DAY

a clear understanding of
strategic goals, followed
with sound execution by
law enforcement. Thus far
for 2019, we are seeing a
continuation of this
downward trend.”, he
added. 
The Minister also

noted that crimes against
the person are down by 16
per cent as a number of
prominent offences trend-
ed downward including

armed robbery are down
by 20 per cent. 
He also said that rape is

down by 29 per cent,
unlawful sexual inter-
course is down by three
per cent, and  robbery is
down by nine percent. 
Crimes against the

property, he said, are
down by five per cent, as
a number of offences have
decreased including
housebreaking which is
down by 37 per cent,
shop-breaking down by

16 per cent, and stolen
vehicles down by 27 per-
cent. 
He said, “It is impor-

tant to note that despite
these significant double-
digit decreases in key cat-
egories of crimes, the one
notable trend that is nega-
tively impacting the over-
all figures is the category
of stealing.”
He added, “The

Commissioner has indi-
cated to me that he will be
placing a greater empha-

sis on this offence catego-
ry, with particular focus
on the offence of stealing
from vehicles, with the
hope of bringing the num-
bers in this category
down. The decrease in
crime during the first
quarter of this year has
improved over the same
period last year when
only a one percent
decrease was observed.”
As of yesterday, there

have been 37 murders, a
decrease of 21 percent

compared to the same
period in 2018, when 47
murders occurred. 
As murder rates have

been decreasing, the
National Security
Minister said, detection
rates have been increas-
ing. 
As of yesterday, 24 or

65 percent of murders
have been detected or
solved, which, he said,
means that persons have
been charged.
He noted that the

decreases and other suc-
cesses are not occurring
by coincidence, but by
carefully thought-out and
deliberate changes in the
way the police force con-
ducts its crime fighting
strategies. 
Min. Dames also cau-

tioned Bahamians every-
where, that despite the
decreases, the govern-
ment is still a long way
from achieving its objec-
tive of a crime free
Bahamas.

Minnis Administration
has worked to move The
Bahamas forward,
reforming dark-age poli-
cies left behind by the
callously neglectful PLP,
while working to make
government more effi-
cient and effective for the
people. From improving
the quality and access to
education, securing his-
toric growth and negoti-
ating contracts that will
lead to even more jobs; to
revamping infrastructure
and reducing crime, this
government is moving
our Nation forward.
“That said, the woeful

PLP does everything
within their power to
keep our country from
moving past the archaic
policies that turned a
blind eye to their obvious
corruption and allowed
those in power to lever-
age government to bene-

fit themselves at the peo-
ple’s expense.
“The woeful PLP’s

Labour Day fiasco is yet
another blatant example
reminding Bahamians
how out of touch they are
with them as well as the
new expectations of lead-
ers in this country when
it comes to the environ-
ment and
transparency.  The criti-
cism our friends on the
other side received from
a local environmental
group is warranted; and
while it is a shame, it is
no surprise that the PLP
would fail to realize the
growing expectations for
environmental responsi-
bility as they remain out
of touch.
“While their neglect of

the environment is unfor-
tunate, what’s more of a
surprise is the PLP’s
absolute refusal to
abstain from campaign-
ing on Labour Day,

which as we’ve discussed
previously, was a request
by Sir Randol’s wife and
appears to be honoured
by all except the reckless
PLP that perpetually
demonstrate a lack of
concern for anything or
anyone outside their pur-
suit for power. If the PLP
understood that govern-
ing was about the people
and not about them-
selves, they would sim-
ply make other decisions.
“The FNM is hopeful

that the opposition party
will exhibit more respect
in the future; both to the
environment and to our
country’s timeless tradi-
tions. Regardless, the
FNM will continue lead-
ing by example and will
abstain from politics on
Labour Day, because
Bahamians deserve a
government that respects
and works for them, not
the political elite,” said
the FNM statement.

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...
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FORT LAUDERDALE,
FL –June 10, 2019  – A
group of over 200 travel
agents converged on
Freeport, Grand Bahama
over the weekend as part
of what The Bahamas
Paradise Cruise Line
(BPCL) dubbed “The
Worlds’s largest
Seminar at Sea and
Fam.”
The travel agent take-

over on the Island was
jointly sponsored and
hosted by BPCL  and the
Sales Team of The
Bahamas Tourist Office

(BTO), Florida, who
were joined on the
Island by the local
stakeholders including
The Bahamas Tourist
Office, Grand Bahama
and various Hotels and
Resorts
The Fam trip included

the cruise aboard the
Bahamas Paradise
Cruise Line from Port of
Palm Beach, Florida
down to Freeport Grand
Bahama.  There were
several receptions
aboard the ship and a
Presentation hosted by

BPCL. 
On Island in Freeport,

Grand Bahama, the
group took part in site
inspections of those
hotels that are a part of
the ship’s unique Cruise
and Stay Program. The
experience on the Island
ended with a reception
featuring Bahamian
favorites of conch frit-
ters and Bahama Mama
drinks at the Viva
Wyndham Fortuna
Beach Resort.
Hotels visited on the

Fam trip included, The

Viva Wyndham all-
inclusive Resort, The
Pelican Bay Hotel, The
Grand Lucayan
Lighthouse Point Resort
and Flamingo Bay Hotel
and Taino Beach Resort.
The presentation

hosted by BPCL includ-
ed the sales team of the
Bahamas Tourist Office
and was hailed by some
of the agents as one of
the most important fea-
tures of the fun filled
weekend. Agents said
that they found the pres-
entation very education-
al as it provided infor-
mation on all that the
cruise has to offer. 
Both entities  in addi-

tion to thanking the
large group of agents for
taking part in the week-
end event, also shared
with them that one of
the main objects of the
Fam was to build rela-
tionships with them.
“We need you, we can’t
do it without you,”
Clark Reber, Director of
Sales said.  “Travel
agents are at the heart of
what we do.”
Betty Bethel, Director

of Sales BTO Florida
said that The Bahamas
recently experienced
one of its largest ever
increases in  visitor
arrivals to the country
including Grand
Bahama and that 30 per-
cent of the business to
the Islands was as a
result of travel agent
bookings.  She told the
agents that the numbers
to Freeport are climbing
and that after the Fam,
“We are looking forward
to seeing another growth
spurt.”
Clarke Reber shared

with agents that  BPCL
has many best kept
secrets including, “Big
staterooms, lots and lots
of  open deck spaces, no

single supplements and
even a welcome recep-
tion for solo travelers,”
He added that the ship’s
casino is smoke free and
that the cruise offer
interactive  programs for
kids from 3 to 17 years.  
The cruise line’s

Director of Sales also
shared that the ship’s
demographics are mil-
lennials biased with the
largest demographics
being ages 24-35, and
the second biggest
demographics being 18-
24.  He did note howev-
er that while the millen-
nials mostly dominate
the weekend sailings the
age 55 and above were
mostly represented on
the midweek sailings.
The Bahamas

Paradise Cruise line is a
year-round, two-night
cruise that sails every
day of the year from the
Port of Palm Beach,
Florida.  The nearby air-
ports within driving dis-
tance of the cruise port
includes Orlando,
Miami, Fort Lauderdale
and Palm Beach.  It was
also announced during
the presentation on the
ship that the Cruise Line
recently entered a new
partnership with
Florida’s Brightline
train system.  The
Cruise Line also pro-
vides valet parking
Tina Lee, District

Manager, BTO Florida,
said of the  Fam that it
was a great opportunity
to work on establishing
relationships.
The Fam trip is a part

of the final phase of The
Bahamas Ministry of
Tourism and Aviation’s
initiative against driving
business to Freeport
Grand Bahama.  Over
the past week’s the
Tourist Office conduct-

ed a number of Travel
Agent Presentations and
events throughout South
Florida and Orlando,
“Summertime in
Freeport.”  
The first Fam trip to

Freeport (as a part of
the initiative) took
place on Balearia
Caribbean Ferry the
first week of June.   The
final Fam Trip will take
place in July when trav-
el agents will fly out of
Orlando and Fort
Lauderdale, Florida via
Bahamasair and stay
two nights at the Grand
Lucayan’s Lighthouse
Point Resort.
Travel agents

expressed differing
views on what was the
highlight of the week-
end but many of them
spoke highly of the stop
in Freeport and espe-
cially enjoying what
one described as a “pic-
ture perfect day with
lots of sunshine and
beautiful blue skies.”  
The agents who

hailed mostly from
parts of Florida – a few
were from as far as
Alabama and
Mississippi - shared
that they were pleasant-
ly surprised at the qual-
ity of the cruise espe-
cially the food and the
entertainment, which
surpassed their expecta-
tion. 
One of the agents

said of the Fam that,
“The weekend of activi-
ties allowed us to expe-
rience everything to
equip us to be able to
tell clients of this fun
and easy way to enjoy
both a cruise and a fun
time in a tropical desti-
nation for a ‘two-for-
one’ vacation experi-
ence.”
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Construction Delays
Cost Bahamians Millions 

PM EXTENDS SYMPATHY TO THE
RAMSEY AND JOHN FAMILIES

ter of this year.”    
The $20 million con-

tract was signed with
Holiday Industrial
Builders in 2014.
Then  Housing

Minister Shane Gibson

told a local daily that the
building would house the
Ministry of National
Security and the adminis-
trative staff of the Royal
Bahamas Defence Force.
He noted that the

building would be com-
plete within two years. 

In his address
Minister Dames noted
that moving into the
building could once
again be delayed if the
contractors encounter
any unforeseen chal-
lenges in construction.

their loved ones are
returned home to the
Bahamas as soon as possi-
ble.
As a father, he said,  he

cannot imagine the
unspeakable pain that the
parents of these young
men are going through. 

From the outset, the
statement noted the Prime
Minister  was in regular
communication with
Foreign Affairs Minister
Darren Henfield, adding
that his Ministry and its
representatives are care-
fully and diligently han-
dling this very sensitive
matter.

The Prime Minister
said he notes the reports
received from High
Commissioner of The
Bahamas to the United
Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland
Ellison Greenslade, which
indicated that he is care-
fully following the inves-
tigation into the deaths of

Mr. Ramsey and Mr. John.
High Commissioner

Greenslade, a former
Commissioner of Police,
was dispatched to Italy on
Saturday June 8th to make
further inquiries into the
circumstances surround-
ing the deaths.
In a statement late

Monday night High

C o m m i s s i o n e r
Greenslade noted that the
autopsy report had been
completed however
detailed autopsy reports
which include toxicology
reports will come at a
later date.
The Ministry of

Foreign Affairs assured
the family that they will

continue to provide regu-
lar updates to the families
and the public on these
tragic circumstances. 
The Prime Minister’s

asking the nation to
please keep the Ramsey’s
and John’s families in
their thoughts and prayers
during this very difficult
time.

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...

HUNDREDS OF TRAVEL
AGENTS VISIT FREEPORT

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...

Section A REGULAR_Section A Tues  6/11/2019  11:08 PM  Page 4


