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“FISCAL POLICY 
FLAWED”
Says DNA Leader

he leader of the
D e m o c r a t i c
National Alliance,
Arinthia S.

Komolafe  says, efforts  of
the government to address
the fiscal challenges are
flawed and socially dis-
ruptive.”
She said, “the current

Free National Movement

administration is notori-
ous for not taking advice
or counsel originating
from locals, but has
gained a reputation for
moving with haste to
implement recommenda-
tions made by internation-
al and multilateral agen-
cies. Perhaps they will
now implement policies
that benefit the masses
now that the IMF has
implored them to do so.”

She said,“the
International Monetary
Fund (IMF) in its recently
released statement follow-
ing discussions on the
2019 Article IV consulta-
tion provided, confirmed
observations that have
been made by Bahamian
experts over the years. 
“The  DNA acknowl-

edges the efforts made by

BY LISA KNOWLES
Journal Staff Writer

4 DNA Leader, Arinthia S. Komolafe  g See page 3...

COOPER HIGHLIGHTS DISMAL 
ECONOMIC INDICATORS

Opposition Deputy
Chester Cooper said the
reality on the ground for
most Bahamians is harsh-
ly different than the rosy
picture the government
wishes to paint of the
economy.
While the government

he said is basking in the
glow of praise from the
IMF, indicators in the
country are dismal.
In a statement released

yesterday, Mr. Cooper

BY BERTHONY MCDERMOTT
Journal Staff Writer

4 Opposition Deputy Leader, Chester Cooper 

MINISTER REFUTES CLAIMS 
ON PRISON COMMISSIONER 

4 National Security Minister, Marvin Dames

Claims by the Progressive
Liberal Party (PLP), that
the new Commissioner
of  The Bahamas
Department of
Corrections was political-
ly motivated were refuted
and dismissed by
National Security
Minister, Marvin Dames. 
In a statement issued

by the leader of the oppo-

BY LICEC BASTIAN
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 4...

NON-RESIDENT AMBASSADOR
OF CHILE CALLS ON LEADER OF
THE OPPOSITION, PHILIP DAVIS

4 His Excellency Francisco K. Bernales, non-resident
Ambassador of Chile to The Bahamas, paid a 

courtesy call on the Leader of the Opposition, the
Hon Philip Brave Davis, on Tuesday, 16th April 2019

at the Office of the Leader of the Opposition in 
downtown Nassau.

Sands
Refutes
Terminated
Doctor
Claims

Health Minister Dr.
Duane Sands has refuted
claims that an Executive
Board member of the
Bahamas Doctors' Union
(BDU) was terminated
without warning.  Instead,
he says,  the doctor’s con-
tract was not renewed and
that there is nothing
unlawful about it
"Nobody was terminat-

ed. I’m aware of a person
whose contract was not
renewed, but certainly
they were not terminated.
Certainly, it was nothing
unlawful," Dr. Sands said.
Last Friday, BDU

BY LICEC BASTIAN
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 4...

PLP Says
“Minister
not frank
on public
rehiring”
The Progressive Liberal
Party says the organiza-
tion  has been flooded
with reports that the Free
National Movement
Minister for the Public
Service  has not been
frank with the Bahamian
public about the govern-
ment's rehiring practices.
The PLP said this follows
its statement last weekend
about the hypocrisy of the
Minister Brenzil Rolle
about the rehiring of
those disengaged who
worked on contract.
A  statement from the

PLP said, “the reports
which come to us indicate
that there has been a gen-
eral purging of the public
service through this
process, in that, all people
on contract were let go,
and the practice is now to
re-engage only those that
have been recommended
by various FNM generals
in constituencies in New
Providence and through-
out the family islands. 
“Administrators in the

g See page 4...

g See page 3...
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MINISTER SEEKS PUBLIC’S 
HELP ON CORRUPTION

The government is seek-
ing the public’s help in
weeding out corruption
within the Department of
Immigration.
Immigration Minister

Brent Symonette claims
that he is  going after
rogue Immigration
Officers – those who
accept bribes to release
migrants from the
Carmichael Road
Detention Centre.
This  comes on the

heels of the latest U .S.
State Department’s
Human Rights Report that
found that numerous
Haitian migrants reported

being detained by
Immigration Officials and
solicited for bribes – more
specifically $3,000 - to
gain release. 
The Minister says, “If

anyone knows of a bribe
that is being paid to an
Immigration Officer call
me up. My home number
is in the book, my cell
number is 359- 2445, no
one calls me. 
“The report that they

said did not substantiate in
writing to me any proof or
allegations of bribery.
“We have a case with

the Americans that the FBI
is looking at. That’s a con-
crete case, but we have to
be careful,  because peo-
ple go around saying this

one bribe this one and this
one bribe that one, I hear it
all the time,  but no one is
yet to come forward to me
with proof that I can take
to court,” he said.  
As for “inhumane and

overcrowded” conditions
at the detention centre, the
Minister reiterated ongo-
ing plans to construct a
second such site in Inagua. 
“We’ve looked at a

detention center in Inagua,
if budgetary funds provide
it. At the present moment,
we keep a tight eye on it,
but we keep within the
numbers,” Minister
Symonette said.  
No timeline’s been

given as for when that
Centre will be completed.

BY BERTHONY MCDERMOTT
Journal Staff Writer

4 Minister of Financial Services, Trade and Industry and Immigration, 
Hon. Brent Symonette 

PAVING OF MILO BUTLER HIGHWAY TO BEGIN NEXT WEEK
The General Manager of
BAHAMIX, Ryan
Rahming informed the
general public yesterday
that the paving of Milo
Butler Highway will com-
mence on Tuesday, April
23rd, 2019 at 9:30 am –
2:30 pm daily  and will
continue for 12 working
days.
Mr. Rahming says that

the Ministry of Public
Works/Bahamix will be

carrying out the previously
scheduled Road
Preparatory and Paving
Works for the highway and
the resurfacing the high-
way will extend from Milo
Butler Roundabout to the
Fire Trail Roundabout.
Consequently, north and
southbound traffic will be
subjected to a lane closure
(at intervals) for the dura-
tion of the works.
Provisions will be made

where and when neces-
sary.  Motorists are asked
to avoid the area if possi-

ble and to be aware of and
acknowledge the posted
traffic paving signs in the
area.
Bahamix apologizes for

the delay in the start of the
paving works for Milo
Butler Highway due to
unforeseen circumstances
and any inconvenience
caused to the general pub-
lic.  Bahamix in conjunc-
tion with the Civil Designs
Section of the Ministry of
Public Works was forced
to alter resurfacing time-
line.

BY LISA KNOWLES
Journal Staff Writer

HELP WANTED
Family of four is seeking the services of a female aged 30
years or over to work as a housekeeper at a home on 

Paradise Island.

Applicants must be bi-lingual and possess the ability to speak
Portuguese.  The applicant must also have knowledge of 

preparation of Brazilian cuisine.  This housekeeper will also be
responsible for the care of an elderly family member and two dogs.

Interested persons are asked to contact 
telephone number 803-6151
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“FISCAL POLICY FLAWED”

COOPER HIGHLIGHTS DISMAL 
ECONOMIC INDICATORS

the government to address
the fiscal challenges con-
fronting our nation, but
contends that the
approach adopted is inher-
ently flawed and socially
disruptive.  The sixty per-
cent increase in the regres-
sive Value Added Tax
(VAT) rate and the aggres-
sive timeline for elimina-
tion of the GFS deficit has
imposed significant hard-
ship on the Bahamian peo-
ple.
“In its statement, the

IMF estimated growth in
Real Gross Domestic
Product (RGDP) OF 2.3%
AT 2018 and projected
2.1% for 2019.  However,
the economic growth rate

is projected to stabilize at
1.5% in the medium term
in the absence of a com-
prehensive economic
growth plan which could
deliver the 5.5% required
to absorb new entrants
into the labor market
annually.”
Mrs. Komolafe  said,

“our nation remains
plagued by unemploy-
ment in double digits and
youth unemployment at
an alarming rate of 23%.
The fiscal targets and
accomplishments touted
by the government have
simply failed to translate
into economic empower-
ment or relief for the
Bahamian people.  The
current administration has
simply continued the infa-

mous friends, family and
lovers mentality.
“The absence of a

growth strategy for the
financial services industry
has reduced our govern-
ment to a blacklist avoid-
ance and escape agency,”
she said.
“The government is

under pressure to restore
credibility to financial
planning and fiscal pro-
jections communicated to
the nation under the
watchful eyes of interna-
tional observes.
Expenditure and revenue
forecasts cannot simply be
inserted into the national
budget as placeholders,
but must be underpinned
by realistic expectations
and assumptions.  The

current administration
must find the empathy to
end its relentless assault
on the middle and work-
ing class in our society.
The pontification on pru-
dence in public sector hir-
ing has been discredited
by subsequent admission
that terminated employees
have been retained or
replaced.  They must rein
in expenditure while dis-
continuing the tax , spend
and burrow philosophy
which burdens residents
under a regressive and
oppressive system of taxa-
tion,” Mrs Komolafe said.
“The DNA has long

advocated for a compre-
hensive review of the
Bahamian system and the
introduction of an equi-

table tax regime.  The IMF
noted that “Global tax
trends and the prospective
accession to the WTO
thus present an opportuni-
ty for a comprehensive
review of the Bahamian
tax regime with a view to
achieving a more equi-
table and less distor-
tionary tax system.  To
strengthen transparency
and inform future policies,
a quantitative review of
existing tax and other
investment incentives is
recommended.
“It is regrettable that the

Free National Movement
(FNM) is heavily influ-
enced by special interest
groups and party loyalists
that do not want a progres-
sive and equitable tax sys-

tem. The endangered mid-
dle class and less privi-
leged have been relegated
to the proverbial backburn-
er with no relief in sight as
a result.
“We have long called

for initiatives aimed at
addressing structural defi-
ciencies within the
Bahamian economy and
deliberate efforts to
improve the ease and cost
of doing business.  The
DNA maintains that the
government has failed to
make the case for The
Bahamas’ accession to the
World Trade Organization
(WTO) in environment
that places Bahamian busi-
nesses at a competitive dis-
advantage,” said the DNA
leader.

said the Minister is not
addressing the fact that
the IMF has pointed to a
looming contraction in
GDP growth after the next
fiscal cycle.
That the government

seeks to pat itself on the
back for something it had
little to do with is amaz-
ing, though not surpris-
ing, given the Minnis

Administration’s lack of
accomplishments thus far. 
“The fact is that unem-

ployment is up, the
healthcare plant is in
shambles; we don’t have
enough ambulances to
service our population;
we don’t appear to have
the wherewithal to fix a
traffic light; the roads are
sparingly paved as pot-
holes abound; Ragged
Island is still in disrepair,

her people desperate for
relief; people cannot keep
the lights on; people are
living in cars and the gov-
ernment cannot keep a
constant supply of elec-
tricity. 
“All the while the gov-

ernment is starving capi-
tal expenditure in a vain
attempt to meet a deficit
target. 
“The narrow focus on

achieving its deficit target

at any cost is concerning.
Instead of additional
expenditure cuts in light
of continued human suf-
fering and crumbling
infrastructure, the gov-
ernment must focus on
collection of existing
taxes to increase rev-
enue.”
He added that while

there will be economic
growth in this fiscal year,
what has been achieved

has been through growth
in tourism driven in large
measure by Baha Mar, a
key plank in the former
government’s policy
achievements, and a roar-
ing U.S economy that
may be poised for a slow-
down.
Cooper noted that the

way in which scarce
resources are allocated to
improve the quality of
life of the citizenry, grow

the economy, reduce
unemployment, provide
affordable health care,
ensure price stability, and
achieve a more rational
distribution of national
income is the true meas-
ure of economic perform-
ance.
The opposition hopes

the government will not
seek to stifle debate on
this matter as they did in
the mid-year budget.

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...
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Minister of National
Security the Hon. Marvin
Dames said, on April 15,
2019, that the Handover
Ceremony that day was
another milestone in the
development of the oldest
of the three branches of
law enforcement in The
Bahamas: The Bahamas
Department of
Correctional Services. 
“The rehabilitation and

preservation of inmates’
rights is a subject of par-
ticular importance to this
administration and it is
one of priority for our
Government,” Minister
Dames pointed out during
the ceremony that
installed Mr. Charles
Murphy as the new
Commissioner, and recog-
nized the accomplish-
ments of outgoing
Commissioner Mr. Patrick
Wright.
“We have attached cen-

tral importance to the
advancement and devel-
opment of a correctional
framework that seeks to
address the principles of
human rights for the
incarcerated and the pro-
visions of rehabilitative
strategies and pro-
grammes for the same,”
Minister Dames added.
“We are truly committed
to supporting correctional
reform in The Bahamas
by adopting an holistic
approach to implemented
changes to the criminal
justice and rehabilitative
system, as a whole.”
Among those present at

the Bahamas Department
of Correctional Services
(BDOCS) for the event
were: Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of
Finance the Hon. K. Peter
Turnquest; Minister of
Education the Hon.
Jeffrey Lloyd; Minister of
Social Services and Urban
Development the Hon.
Frankie Campbell, and his
Ministry's Parliamentary
Secretary Mr. Michael
Foulkes; Minister of

Foreign Affairs the Hon.
Darren Henfield; Minister
of the Public Service and
National Insurance the
Hon. Brensil Rolle;
Minister of State for Legal
Affairs the Hon. Elsworth
Johnson; Chief
Magistrate, Mrs. Joyann
F e r g u s o n - P r a t t ;
Permanent Secretaries of
a number of Government
Ministries; Acting
Permanent Secretary at
the Ministry of National
Security Mr. Eugene
Poitier; the Executive
Team of  Correctional
Services; Other Heads of
National Law
Enforcement Agencies
(HONLEA), including
Commissioner of Police
Anthony Ferguson,
Commander of the Royal
Bahamas Defence Force
Commodore Tellis Bethel,
and Comptroller of
Customs Dr. Geannine
Moss; BDOCS Chaplain
Apostle Reverend Dr.
Leon Wallace, and other
members of the clergy;
retired Correctional
Services Officers;
Corrections Officers and
civilian staff; family
members and other stake-
holders.
Minister Dames also

brought greetings on
behalf of Prime Minister,
the Most Hon. Dr. Hubert
Minnis.
To Commissioner

Murphy, Minister Dames
noted that “the baton” was
being passed to him and
that he will be charged
with preparing the institu-
tion for the future.
“Of course, planning

for the future takes place
in the present and today is
the tomorrow you pre-
pared for,” Minister
Dames said.  “However, I
urge you to be mindful
that, as you begin your
official tenure, remember
that others came before
you and so shall others
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Installation of New Commissioner 

MINISTER REFUTES CLAIMS 
sition, The PLP said they
do not support the
appointment as "there
appears to have been par-
tisan political motivations
in making the appoint-
ment."
Commissioner Charles

Murphy was handed the
baton on Monday, after
acting in the position since
last year August, follow-
ing the retirement of for-
mer Commissioner
Patrick Wright.
Mr. Dames told

reporters  who questioned
how the new commission-
er was selected, that due
process was followed, and
that the selection was

transparent, while calling
the PLP's statement politi-
cal antics. 
"This is the first time

that we would have ever
had this kind of trans-
parency. I'm not here to
play politics. 
"Due process was fol-

lowed to the tee. I kept the
press updated every step
of the way. We talked
about the advertisement
that was sent out both
locally and international-
ly. 
"There was a group

outside of the ministry
that went through all of
the candidates, narrowed
them down and then inter-
viewed the finalist, and
Mr. Murphy was the per-

son who actually got the
position. It had nothing to
do with Marvin Dames. 
"When I speak I'm very

transparent in what it is
I'm saying," Mr. Dames
said. 
Reiterating that he con-

stantly kept the press
updated on the process, he
called the opposition's
comments ludicrous. 
"It's ridiculous, but I

expect that from the
Progressive Liberal Party. I
expect that from the cur-
rent leadership within that
party. Nothing construc-
tive.  
"You ever hear anything

constructive they  say?
Everything that the gov-
ernment does, it's a bad

thing. They have to find
some reason to oppose it,"
Mr. Dames added. 
According to the minis-

ter, eight persons applied
for the position, "it was
narrowed down to two,
who actually met all of the
requirements, Mr. Murphy
being the one to come out
on top.” 
Mr. Dames during the

hand over ceremony on the
grounds of the Department
of Corrections pledged the
governments support. 
" C o m m i s s i o n e r

Murphy, you can expect
our government’s full sup-
port as the Department of
Corrections continues to
evolve into a fully func-
tioning correctional facili-

ty. 
"This will entail the

continued development of
comprehensive strategies
that will enable the correc-
tions facility to adapt,
adjust and overcome the
changing dynamics of
rehabilitative services for
the country," Mr. Dames
said. 
Commissioner Murphy,

in term, pledged to lead his
team, adding that corrup-
tion will not be tolerated
during his tenure. 
"The trust that the

Bahamian people have
reposed in us will not be
betrayed without being
challenged. Integrity is our
watchword," Mr. Murphy
said. 

Sands Refutes Terminated Doctor Claims

PLP Says
“Minister
not frank
on public
rehiring”

President, Dr. Melisande
Bassette claimed that the
"termination" of the doc-
tor, who was not identi-
fied, followed continuous
harassment from a Public
Hospitals Authority super-
visor, that began almost a
year ago. 
When asked by this

Journal about those
claims, the Minister
denied such, and added
that  those in leadership
positions ought to be care-
ful of how and what they
speak.
"I think when we’re in

positions of authority and
responsibility, we ought to
be very careful with the
language that we use and

to make unsubstantiated
allegations, even when we
may feel strongly about
something. It is very, very
important that when we
are in leadership that we
are careful of the language
we use. 
I absolutely categori-

cally do not agree that he
is not being harassed," Dr.
Sands said. 

Asked about the possi-
bility of the doctor’s
expired contract being
renewed, Dr. Sands said
that the doctor can resub-
mit an application. 
"Well, I’m sure he

could apply for anther
contract, but two parties
would have to agree the
terms of a contract.
"But once a contract

has completed,   course
neither party is obliged to
renew the contract," Dr.
Sands said.
The doctor's union has

since called on the Prime
Minister and the Minister
of Health to address the
issue and promised that
they are prepared to do
whatever it takes to have
the issue solved.

islands are being instruct-
ed to check the names of
the re-hires with various
generals before the rehir-
ing process takes place. 
This practice will not

only hurt and undermine
the public service, it is
corrupt and downright
illegal.”
The Chairman of the

PLP pointed  out that “this
FNM government is rank
with the discrimination
which it practices against
Bahamians who they sus-
pect support the PLP.  
“They ought to be care-

ful before there is not a
revolt for deliberately tak-
ing bread out of the
mouths of Bahamian citi-
zens for their political
beliefs, “ said the state-
ment.

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...
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4 Scenes from the Handover Ceremony at the Bahamas Department of Correctional Services, Fox Hill Road,
on April 15, 2019.  The ceremony installed Mr. Charles Murphy as the new Commissioner, and recognized

the accomplishments of outgoing Commissioner Mr. Patrick Wright.  During Signing, Commissioner Murphy is
at right, and Commissioner Wright at left.  Minister Dames addresses the audience from the podium.  

(BiS Photos/eric rose) g See page 6...
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