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Min. CaMpbell presents Generator Key

to the Centre for the Deaf

4 Minister of Social Services and Urban Development, the Hon. Frankie A. Campbell, (left), is flanked by students of the Red
Cross Centre for the Deaf in front of the Generac Generator Minister Campbell donated to Administrators, staff and students of

the Centre on Wednesday (March 6, 2019). Parliamentary Secretary in the Ministry of Social Services and Urban
Development, Michael Foulkes, is at right while School Principal Sonja Rolle is at back. (BIS Photo/Matt Maura)

NEW CHAPTER 
IN FINANCIAL
SERVICES

GOV’T INTRODUCES
INVESTMENT FUND BILL
An overhaul of the
Investment Funds indus-
try brings changes to its
outdated regulatory
framework; which if  left
untouched,  poses a risk
to the country’s reputa-
tion as a leading financial
services sector.
Moving for

Investment Fund  Bill
2019  in the House of
Assembly yesterday,
Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Finance
Peter Turnquest said the
more fundamental
changes include rewriting
what an Investment Fund
is for the purposes of

BY BERTHONY MCDERMOTT
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 4...

4 D.P.M. and Minister
of Finance,

Peter Turnquest 

DNA CHAIRMAN
WANTS ACTION
ON FBI PROBE

The Democratic National
Alliance’s (DNA) newly
appointed Chairman
Omar Smith yesterday
urged the government to
remove a “blemish” from
an FBI probe into poten-
tial bribery and corruption
with the Bahamas
Department of
Immigration. 
In a release issued yes-

terday, Mr. Smith said that
Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Finance
Peter Turnquest expressed
shock after the latest

Corruption Perception
Index from Transparency
International. 
He said, “while there

has been several allega-
tions of conflicts of inter-
est, cronyism and unethi-
cal conduct levied against
members of the Free
National Movement
(FNM) administration,
the government seemed to
have been surprised that
The Bahamas ranking’
had deteriorated since
they assumed office.”
He added, “it is unfor-

tunate that following the

BY LEAH COOPER
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 3...

Dames Police Victimization

4 Opposition Deputy
Leader, 

Chester Cooper 

National Security
Minister Marvin Dames
has disputed the
Opposition’s claim that a
senior police officer is
being victimisized.
Progressive Liberal

Party Leader Philip Davis
yesterday charged that a
letter from The Office of
The Prime Minister has
instructed Assistant
Commissioner of Police
Clarence Reckley to take
vacation, after which
retirement.

BY BERTHONY MCDERMOTT
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 4...

4 Deputy Commissioner
of Police, 

Emrick Seymour 

4 Senior Assistant
Commissioner,
Stephen Dean  

Works Minister Allays
Fears Of Union

Works Minister Desmond
Bannister  has allayed the
fears  of  Bahamas
Electrical Workers Union
that once Wartsila comes
in to manage the new BPL

plants that Bahamian
workers will be left
behind.
Minister Bannister said

he does not know if that is
true.
He said, “we have to be

BY BERTHONY MCDERMOTT
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 3...

Rights Bahamas Urges
Gov’t To Speed Up Law
Enforcement Initiatives

Rights Bahamas Vice
Chairman Joseph Darville
yesterday urged the gov-
ernment to move swiftly
to enforce Marco’s Law,
deploy Marco’s Alert, and
create a Sex Offenders

Register. 
In a statement issued

last evening, Mr. Darville
suggested that the govern-
ment take precautions
ensuring that the rights of
accused individuals are
protected.

BY LEAH COOPER
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 3...
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parliaMentarians Celebrate

international WoMen’s Day

4 Minister of Youth, Sports and Culture the Hon. Lanisha Rolle pins a purple ribbon on Speaker of the House the Hon. Dewitt
Halson Moultrie in honour of International Women’s Day at the House of Assembly, Wednesday, March 6, 2019.  International
Women’s Day will be celebrated on Friday, March 8, and is global day celebrating the social, economic, cultural and political
achievements of women.  The day also marks a call to action for accelerating gender parity.  (BIS Photo/Derek Smith)

Illegals Fined Nearly
$20,000 In Grand Bahama
Nearly $20,000 in fines
for 15 foreign nationals
convicted in a Grand
Bahama Magistrates
Court on Tuesday.
The group consisted of

12 Haitians, two Chinese
and one Colombian, who
all appeared before
Magistrate Rengin
Johnson to answer
charges of either illegal
entry, illegal embarkation
or overstaying. 
Delise Gedilis, Anne

Edith Taris, Rose Widney
Fils-Aime, Venant

Nixon, Brave Odric,
Wislyn Alexis, Guenther
Elovidor, Vilnert
Lauradin were all con-
victed of illegal entry &
illegal embarkation and
were fined $300.00 each
on both counts or if they
default payment, serve
six months at the
Bahamas Department of
Correctional Services.
Also charged was

Kerlande Cerizier who
was convicted of illegal
entry and fined $300.00
or in default of payment
serve six months in
prison. 
Exelane Saint Victor

and Kerby Victor both
were convicted of illegal
embarkation and fined
$300.00 each or in
default of payment serve
six months of a prison
term.
Rodelyn Lamour was

convicted of Overstaying
and fined $3000.00 or in
default of payment serve
nine months at Bahamas
Department of
Correctional Services. 
Limei Zhang and Jie

Zhao who were convict-
ed of overstaying and
illegal embarkation and
were both fined $3000.00
for overstaying and

$300.00 for illegal
embarkation. Both were
also told failure to pay
would result in nine
months at Bahamas
Department of
Correctional Services.
Nancy Melissa

Rengifo Barreiro was
convicted of overstaying
and illegal embarkation
and fined $3000.00 and
$300.00 respectively on
each count or in default
of payment serve nine
months.
According to a press

statement from the
Department of
Immigration, fines were

not paid by Guenther
Elovidor, Rodelyn
Lamour, Limei Zhang
and Jie Zhao and they
were subsequently turned
over to the Royal
Bahamas Police Force
for due process. 
The statement further

revealed that on March
3rd officers of the
Defence Force notified
the Department of
Immigration of a sus-
pected human smuggling
attempt at Sunrise
Marina in Freeport,
Grand Bahama, it subse-
quently led to the arrest
of the two Haitian

nationals who were sub-
sequently charged in
court, namely Kerlande
Cerizier and Rodelyn
Lamour. 
“Additionally, on

March 3rd members of
United States Coast
Guard vessel ‘Bernard C.
Webber’ turned over sev-
enteen foreign nationals
inclusive of four minors
suspected to have made
preparatory steps to ille-
gally enter the U.S
onboard a twenty-five
foot fishing vessel that
was intercepted in Grand
Bahama waters,” the
statement read.

BY LICEC BASTIAN
Journal Staff Writer

Prison Fellowship Goes
Beyond Prison Walls

The Prison Fellowship
Bahamas (PFB) is known
for its Christian interac-
tion with prison inmates
at The Bahamas
Department of
Corrections (BDOC).
But what does the fel-
lowship do outside of the
four walls of the prison?
President of the

Fellowship, Rev.
Anthony Sands, said yes-
terday in an interview
with this Journal, that the
ministry goes beyond
helping to reform prison-
ers, and have made a
mark in schools across

New Providence. 
"Prison fellowship

also by extension has a
number of other pro-
grams; our school pro-
gram is a crime preven-
tion program. 
"We partner or share

partnership with the
Royal Bahamas Police
Force and with the
Bahamas Department of
Corrections, where we
carry a message of crime
prevention and certainly
a message of hope to our
young people letting
them know the impact of
crime and violence in our
community and how it
they can stay away from
it," Rev Sands said. 

And it is not all preach
and talk, the PFB also
socialize with families,
particularly the children
of those incarcerated,
according to the
Secretary of PFB, Elder
Cora Mcphee. 
"We have two major

programs where we fea-
ture the children of the
inmates. 
"We have our Back to

School Program, where
the children of the inmates
are presented with back to
school materials and also
a social is held. We have
the children, [who] we
meet with and we have a
little fellowship with
them. 

"And then,  we also
have what is known as the
Angel Tree Program
which is at Christmas time
and again, we feature the
children of the inmates
where we purchase pres-
ents.
"So, of course the pub-

lic helps us and our volun-
teer members contribute
towards this aid that we
are able to purchase gifts
for the inmates children.
And again, a fellowship
and a spiritual enrichment
time is also held at the
Christmas time to let them
know really what
Christmas is all about,"
Elder McPhee said. 
McPhee explained that

the whole idea is to keep
the family strengthened.
"Prison Fellowship

Bahamas is concerned
about family connection,
and this is why we minis-
ter to the children to keep
the strength of the family
together. 
"This is something that

we invite you as the pub-
lic to support. So we
expect to hear from you in
the month June so we can
be prepared for back to
school and in the month
November so that we can
be prepared for our Angel
Tree Program," McPhee
said.
PFB is an arm of

Prison Fellowship

International out of
Washington DC. It is a
nonprofit organization,
but receives some assis-
tance from Government,
Corporate Partners and
sponsors. 
The fellowship visits

five different sections of
BDOC, particularly maxi-
mum, medium, and mini-
mum security, remand
facility and of course
female section, conduct-
ing spiritual enrichment
services. 
PFB urges persons

with a heart for change
and service to pick up
applications which are
always available  to the
public. 

BY LICEC BASTIAN
Journal Staff Writer

S t i l l  n o  w o r d  o n  t h e  c a u s e

Six months after BPL’s
Clifton Pier fire, there is
still no word on what led
to the blaze that destroyed
one of the company’s
engines. 
BPL Chief Executive

Officer  Whitney Heastie
on Monday said the board
could not give an update
as the government had
initiated its own investi-
gation.
Mr. Heastie also at the

time said the Minister
would be the best person
to answer.
When pressed on the

issue yesterday,  Works
Minister Desmond
Bannister said,
“As soon as we are able

to,  we are going to let you
know what the sources
are.
“The FNM government

is a government of trans-
parency and there are
some matters that I cannot
put in the public domain
immediately and as soon
as I can, I would be happy
to do it,” Minister
Bannister said.  

The Minister did not
indicate when the investi-
gation would be complet-
ed.  He did not confirm if
those investigations had
started. 
Last year, BPL’s

Clifton Pier plant experi-
enced three fires in the
same weekend that result-
ed in serious damages to
the plant. 
The first fire occurred

that Friday at 10:00PM,
the second on Sunday
morning around 8:00 AM,
and the third around
10:00PM that night. 
At time the  Minister

had little to say on the sit-
uation at BPL besides
that the government will
conduct an investigation
to determine the cause of
the fire. 
BPL CEO at the time

appealed to the public to
conserve energy. No price
tag has been placed on
BPL’s lost as result of the
fire. 
Bahamas Electrical

Workers Union President
Paul Maynard  claimed
that the cost could be
around some $150 mil-
lion.  

BY BERTHONY MCDERMOTT
Journal Staff Writer

of BPL’s fire 
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Minister of Social
Services and Urban
Development, the Hon.
Frankie A. Campbell on
Wednesday, March 6,
2019, presented
Administrators, staff and
students of the Red Cross
Centre for the Deaf with a
new Generac Generator to
ensure “no interruptions
in learning even if there
are interruptions in the
electricity supply”.
The donation of the

Generac came just two
weeks after Minister
Campbell presented
Administrators, staff and
students at the Bahamas
Association for the
Physically Disabled
(BAPD) School with a
new Caterpillar generator
to perform the same task.
Minister Campbell pre-

sented the key to the gen-
erator to School Principal,
Sonja Rolle. Minister
Campbell was accompa-
nied by Parliamentary
Secretary in the Ministry

of Social Services and
Urban Development,
Michael Foulkes; Director
of the Department of
Social Services, Lillian
Quant-Forbes; Assistant
Director, Disability
Affairs Division,
Department of Social
Services, Ministry of
Social Services and Urban
Development, Gillian
Bethel; Executive
Secretary, Secretariat of
the National Commission
for Persons with
Disability, Maria Kelley
and Darroll Hall,
Superintendent, Facilities
and Fleet Management
Division, Ministry of
Social Services and Urban
Development.
“My job as the

Minister; our job as a
Ministry, is to ensure that
there is inclusion and
accessibility for all, and
then, to ensure that per-
sons with disabilities have
the opportunity to set
aside their disabilities and

focus on, and enhance,
their abilities,” Minister
Campbell said.

“I sat here this morn-
ing moved because the
students gave me the
impression that I did
something special, but I
do not feel that way. I feel
that the students just got
something that they ought
to have had. The opportu-
nity to participate in a
moment that will result in
no interruptions in their
learning even if the elec-
tricity goes off, makes this
a special day, a special
moment for me,” Minister
Campbell added.
The donation of the

generator and “handing-
over” of the key was in
response to Minister
Campbell’s visit to the
school at the opening of
the school year,
September 3, 2018, and
following an “enlighten-
ing conversation” with a
teacher on gaining the
younger students atten-

tion, and the disrepair of
the generator that was on
property at the time.
“I wanted to be here for

the opening of the school
year September past,
because it is my fervent
belief that the students at
this school deserve the
same opportunities as all
of the other students at all
of the other schools,”
Minister Campbell said.
“I was with the younger

ones while being taken on
a tour of the facilities and
I asked the teacher, at this
age, how do you get their
attention; how do you
keep their attention con-
sidering that they cannot
hear you and she told me
that whenever she wanted
to get their attention, she
would switch the lights on
and off. That made a lot of
sense to me.
“On the way out, I

looked at what appeared
to be a generator and
asked if it worked. I was
told no. And so I begged

the question, well then if
the there is an interruption
in the supply of electricity
to the school, how does
that teacher get the atten-
tion of the students? I
immediately came to the
conclusion that something
ought to be done to cor-
rect that problem,”
Minister Campbell added.
Principal Rolle wel-

comed the presentation of
the new generator.
“It is my belief that the

presentation of this gener-
ator will go a long way in
ensuring that the chil-
dren’s education contin-
ues whenever there are
interruptions in the serv-
ice which is very, very
important to them,” Ms.
Rolle said. “More than
anything though, it gives
us and our children a
sense of love and belong-
ing; that we are not here
alone; that we are part of
the process of inclusion.
“We are overjoyed this

morning that this Minister

of Social Services in the
person of Mr. Frankie
Campbell came in to visit
us on that September 3,
day because when he left,
all of us were different.
We recognized that he was
someone with a big heart.
He said he would remedy
the situation with the gen-
erator, and true to his
word, he did it and we are
so thankful to him.”
Established in 1964, the

Centre was launched to
cater to the growing num-
ber of hearing impaired
children in The Bahamas.
It is a joint effort between
The Bahamas Red Cross
and the Department of
Education, Ministry of
Education. The Red Cross
provides the facilities
while the Department of
Education is responsible
for staffing and the cur-
riculum.
The Centre caters to

hearing impaired children
from pre-school to Grade
12.
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Min. Campbell Presents Generator
Key to the Centre for the Deaf

Works Minister Allays
Fears Of Union

able to put that in place
and utilize the people who
know how to do it, that
doesn’t mean that our peo-
ple don’t have the ability
to learn. 
“However, these gener-

ators are going to be here
next month and the
Bahamian people have
demanded of us a certain
level of excellence and a
certain high standard in
generation.
“That learning curve  is

not going to happen
overnight, all of us are
going to have to be patient

and put the mechanisms in
place to make a difference
for the workers of BPL
and for the Bahamian peo-
ple, but the Bahamian
people come first before
anybody else,” he said.  
Back in November

BPL signed a
Memorandum of
Understanding with Shell
North America to build
and manage a new plant
at Clifton Pier, as well as
provide 220 megawatts of
power. 
The Bahama Journal

understands that Wartsila
will be providing 132 of
the 220 megawatts prom-

ised by Shell. 
When pressed by the

media on why  is BPL
footing the 95 million
dollar bill, Minister
Bannister said, “there’s a
whole plan that BPL has
and I’m sure the CEO and
the Chairman would be
happy to share all the par-
ticulars with you.”  
The Minister maintains

that this contract is a new
paradigm that is benefi-
cial to the Bahamian peo-
ple.
He added that the deal

will help to relieve the
company of that rental
generation concern. 

Rights Bahamas Urges
Gov’t To Speed Up Law
Enforcement Initiatives
This means that they

remain innocent until
proven guilty.
Mr. Darville then

advised the Minnis
Administration not to give
in to a “witch hunt mental-
ity”.
He said, “nevertheless,

the heartbreaking conse-
quences of a continued
failure to act to protect
our children are clear for
all to see in the awful
headlines that mar the
front pages on an alarm-

ing regularly basis. At the
very least, the public
must be given a timeline
for enactment of all three
initiatives.”
The organization’s

Vice Chairman  also indi-
cated that Rights
Bahamas applauds the
government on extending
the scope of Marco’s
Alert from “mere tradi-
tional media,  “allowing
for broad dissemination
across any phone, pagers,
emails, fax, loud speakers
and secure encrypted
messages through mobile

applications and radio.”
These efforts, he said,

are a long time in coming,
adding that the Christie
Administration should
have done more to imple-
ment them. 
However, he noted that

the government failed to
prioritize these initiatives
in a timely manner.
He further urged the

government to  learn
from these mistakes and
move swiftly to protect
the most innocent among
us, “as there is not a
moment to spare”.

DNA CHAIRMAN WANTS ACTION ON FBI PROBE
announcement that a
Bahamian delegation was
headed to Washington to
meet the FBI, there has
been no update provided
by the government. The
Bahamas is a country of
laws with due regard for

the rule of law. “
The party’s Chairman

expressed that it is
extremely important that
this matter is given the
“utmost attention and
urgency” to demonstrate
our commitment to good
governance, which is a
premise that the govern-

ment rose to power from.
The Democratic

National Alliance, he said,
calls on the government to
address this matter with-
out further delay. 
He said, “the full

weight of the law should
be brought to bear on any
and all persons that have

been implicated in this
probe. This matter should
not be politicized or swept
under the rug; the chips
must fall where they
may.”
He added, “while the

FNM may feel con-
strained to ignore the find-
ings of the FBI probe

because it feels it has no
moral authority to do so
following the actions of its
members, we submit that
such an approach is not an
option. The reputation of
The Bahamas and the
integrity of our people is
on the line.”
Mr. Smith also advised

the government to “do all
within its power” to elimi-
nate any blemish that this
probe may have put on
The Bahamas.
He said that he and his

party awaits the govern-
ment’s response to these
allegations and findings.

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...
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licensing and regulation
and what it means to carry
on these businesses in and
from The Bahamas.
“This bold piece of leg-

islation seeks to fill those
regulatory gaps with a
framework of rationalized
definitions of fundamental
terms and the realignment
of fundamentals through
critical functions and
responsibilities.
“The proposal is to

open the industry in key
ways that will allow
Bahamians greater access
to international service
providers to enhance their
operations and client
offerings. 
“Simultaneously,   it

announces that Bahamian

Investment Fund profes-
sionals and the industry
are ready to compete
internationally,”  the
Minister said.  
If passed, it is also

expected to improve the
ease of doing business
within the sector, setting
the foundation to attract
new business.
“The Investment Fund

Bill 2019 represents the
introduction of a new
chapter in Bahamian
financial services.” 
“Its strong compliance

with best practices at
international standards,
comprehensive in inclu-
sive development process
and forward looking
approach to market the
growth and development
promise that it is the right

legislation to ensure this
chapter is one in which the
investment fund industry
continues to flourish in
The Bahamas. “
As of December 31,

2018, there were 749
licensed Investment
Funds and 72 licensed
investment fund adminis-
trators in The Bahamas.
Opposition Deputy

Leader Chester Cooper in
his contribution to the
debate said that  the push
to broaden the scope of
Investment Funds in The
Bahamas bodes well for
the industry and opens up
the market on an interna-
tional level through a
much-needed moderniza-
tion, to international best
practice.
He added that the legis-

lation seeks to modernize
the country’s investment
fund product offering,
readying us to compete
more effectively with
Cayman Islands, for
example. 
“The bill will allow

compliance with EU
requirements,  thus giving
The Bahamas the ability
to qualify for an EU
Passport, which would
enable Bahamian

Investment Funds to be
offered in EU member
countries, by EU invest-
ment fund managers,
while also allowing EU or
Bahamian investment
fund managers to conduct
fund management busi-
ness in the EU and with
EU based funds.” 
“The legislation allows

the ability to appoint
international administra-
tors without requiring that

they be licensed in The
Bahamas.”
Mr. Cooper added   that

passing the bill alone  will
not be sufficient, he added
that the government must
invest in promotion. 
He also said that the

bill represents what can
be achieved when govern-
ment listens, instead of
seeking to dictate in an
arrogant manner as we
have become accustomed.
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Congress Provides Hope for 
Death Penalty Abolition

‘2018 Signaled Positive Steps toward Universal Death Penalty Abolition’

BRUSSELS, BELGIUM
- The global call to end
the death penalty was
made as the 7th World
Congress Against the
Death Penalty opened its
conference in Brussels,
Belgium last Wednesday,
with hopes of moving
closer to the universal
abolition of the death
penalty.
In his address at the

opening ceremony,
Together Against the
Death Penalty (ECPM)

Director Raphael
Chenuil-Hazan said it is
his hope that sooner or
later, the United Nations
secretary general would
solemnly announce the
universal abolition of the
death penalty, introduc-
ing a world free of capital
punishment. 
“It is time for the 21st

century to be the century
of the universal abolition
of the death penalty,”
Chenuil-Hazan said.  “If
you doubt this, look at the
support for the states for
a moratorium at the UN
General Assembly.  Three

quarters of the states rep-
resented in the United
Nations support this reso-
lution to ban the death
penalty.”
The congress seeks to

sensitize the more than
1,000 participants,
including abolitionists
and politicians, about the
consequences of the
death penalty, as it is not
a deterrent to crime.  
Chenuil-Hazan pointed

out that the abolition of
the death penalty is a
good political investment
for countries wanting to
move away from severe

practice of capital pun-
ishment.
“It is an act of honour,”

he said. “No country has
backpedaled. Once the
death penalty is on the
statute book, the coun-
tries don’t backslide,
public opinion follows.”
As countries around

the world continue to join
the trend and abolish the
death penalty, 2018 is
considered as a year that
brought positive changes
to this movement.
In her address at the

opening ceremony,
Frederica Mogherini,

European Union High
Representative for
Foreign Affairs and
Security Policy, high-
lighted the positive
changes in 2018 that are
steps toward the univer-
sal abolition of the death
penalty.
“In January 2018,

Gambia’s president
declared a moratorium,”
Mogherini explained.  “In
August last year, the
Catholic Church declared
the death penalty inad-
missible in all circum-
stances with no excep-
tion, sending in its way a

message to all Catholic
believers all around the
world, and in October,
the state of Washington
became the 20th aboli-
tionist state in the U.S.
And last but not least, in
December the UN resolu-
tion calling for a morato-
rium on executions was
voted by the largest
majority of countries
ever.
“Almost every single

month we had a good
encouraging news.  Let’s
try to have a 2019 that’s
even better than 2018 in
terms of positive results.” 

BY DEANDRE WILLIAMSON
Journal Staff Writer

4 National Security Minister,  Marvin Dames

NEW CHAPTER IN FINANCIAL SERVICES

Dames Police Victimization

In addition to  Reckley,
Deputy Commissioner of
Police Emrick Seymour
and Senior Assistant
Commissioner Stephen
Dean  are also retiring
from the Royal Bahamas
Police Force.
ACP Reckley is the hus-

band of Former Deputy
Director of Urban Renewal
Michelle Reckley, who
along with three others,
was last month charged
before a magistrate on
charges of fraud. The four
accused are all reportedly
supporters of the PLP. 
“This is not only so for

the Royal Bahamas Police
Force, let’s not make it a
police centric discussion. 
“We’re in the business

of getting the service in
order, getting it right, and
when people reach the

retirement age,  they
should prepare for retire-
ment.
“Our job when we’re in

service is to prepare others
to take over from us. There
is no ill attempt, there’s
nothing sinister behind
what we’re doing here,
we’re readying our agen-
cies for the future,” he
said.    
Minister Dames added

that retirement is evident
for anyone who would
have served his/her time
and that he doesn’t wish to
turn the issue into a politi-
cal discussion.
“This is something that

we’re doing and we’re
doing in every agency and
as a matter of fact through-
out government. 
“What do you do if you

have someone with 90 or
100 weeks’ vacation that
runs into their retirement,

do we continue to go on
like we don’t know?” 
“Like I said,  I met with

the Deputy Commissioner
Seymour  and Senior
Assistant Commissioner
Dean this morning and
they’re excited, they’re
prepared.” 
“They are prepared and

ready to go on leave and
that leave will run into
their retirement.” 
“This is what it is about,

why are we making this a
political discussion? I
don’t know,” he said. 
When questioned,

Prime Minister Dr. Hubert
Minnis declined to com-
ment on the opposition’s
charges, saying only that if
Mr. Davis wishes to say
something at a press con-
ference, he can also do so
in the House of Assembly
and that is where he will
respond.

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...
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THE MISERY INDEX
The misery index is an economic  indicator,
created by economist Arthur Okun.  The
index helps determine how the average citi-
zen is doing economically and  it is calculat-
ed  by adding the seasonally adjusted unem-
ployment rate to the annual inflation rate. It
is assumed that both a higher rate of unem-
ployment and a worsening of inflation cre-
ate economic and social costs  for a country.
Some economists posit  that the compo-

nents of the Misery index drive the crime
rate to a degree.  
In the Bahamas, the Misery index is high

and rising due to a number of
factors.   Everywhere one goes,  there are
numerous complaints of how  residents are
frustrated by systems that have been broken
or a bureaucracy  that has created obstacles
to progress.  Take for instance, the thou-
sands of Bahamians who complain  about
how they are treated  at the Passport Office
while seeking E-Passports.
Due to new policies and regulations,  people
who have had passports for decades are now
made to do research to find the birth certifi-
cates  of their mothers and grand mothers in
some cases.
On The Radio Show Issues of the Day

on  Love 97,  a forty-six year old man who
never had a passport claims that he has been
running around for the last six months try-
ing to get  the documentation in place for a
passport.  His mother was born in Cat Island
and is  now  deceased. His grand mother
passed away  decades ago and no one  can
find anything establishing that they were
born in the Bahamas. He said he went  to a
funeral home looking for a death certificate
of his mother and was even given the run
around there. He is still without a passport.
Then there was a disabled woman who is

79-years old and is seeking a passport. She
had all of her documents together, but was
told that her marriage certificate had to be
updated by the Registry of Records. But
she  said that the document she presented
which was more than 50  years old,  was
duly stamped by a government official. She
had to pay extra sums to get the documents
for the authorities.
There are countless tales of woe and  has-

sles that Bahamians get when dealing with
Commercial Banks in the Bahamas.
Residents are turned away everyday
because they are not in possession of pass-
ports. Other identification cards  like  a dri-
ver’s license or a National Insurance card
are not sufficient to cash a check in the
Bahamas any longer.
A blind man from Fox Hill went  into a
bank with  his grand daughter to cash a
cheque.  He was turned away because he did
not have his passport with him, even though
he had the other documents. This man had
to return to his  home for his passport  in
order to get funds to purchase food. 

The story that was most sad  is about  a
young man who is on dialysis at the
Princess Margaret Hospital. He related that
he was in a room with  twenty other patients
and he  needed some assistance. He claimed
that there was only one male nurse on the
floor attending to them. He was in distress,
blacked out and  fell to the floor, while
hooked-up to the machine with a needle in
his arm. He complained about the poor
quality of service, lamenting that someone
must bring solutions to the problems in that
department of the hospital.
To compound these matters, there is

tremendous financial distress among the cit-
izenry with no apparent relief in sight for
too many.  The question is what should hap-
pen, how can the misery index be reversed
in a society that has become a hard-edged
place for so many. 
Far too often, public servants are inatten-

tive to the plight of the citizenry and do not
take their responsibiliies seriously. In addi-
tion, rather than making life easier and seek
improve the quality of life for the average
Bahamian, they apparently seek to find
ways to make life more difficult.
Governments are elected to improve the

quality of life for the citizenry and must
ensure that those who  work for  the govern-
ment are sensitive to the needs of the mass-
es.
This calls for Common sense govern-

ment. Our country needs a government that
is more responsive. We need a government
and even entrepreneurs in the private sector
that produce fewer regulations and more
incentives .  We need more common sense
in dealing with the marginalized and the
poor.
That kind of change in government is

important for three reasons.  First, govern-
ment needs to change along with the people
it serves. After all, we  have new challenges
in a new global economy. There is a need to
have rapid movement of money and capital,
and a revolution in information technology.
In that environment, the model that we have
used to deliver government service must be
faster and more responsive to the needs of
people.
Second, we  need  to  help people along so
that they can live up to  the fullest of their
potential.  Stumbling blocks  must be
removed. We must not be penny-wise and
pound foolish.
Third, we need to cure the anxiety and

alienation many people feel toward their
government. People will regain confidence
in government  if we make it work better.
We need to make quality management  the
culture of government, so that no future
administration can fail to embrace it. It has
to become part of their daily lives, the
breathing, working habits of every manager
in the government of the Bahamas.

Dismissive Behaviour Towards the
United States – Again!

“If history teaches anything, it teaches that 
self-delusion in the face of unpleasant facts is folly”

Ronald Reagan

Democratic nations have a moral obligation to
protect their citizens. Sometimes this is achieved
through diplomacy and moral suasion. In other
cases, harsh sanctions, public shaming or war is
the only solution. We are not yet at stage where
the United States feel that we require heavier a
hand but, we are certainly at the naming and
shaming stage; moral suasion appears not to have
worked. In any event, the dismissive and abra-
sive behaviour of our public officials towards our
major source of tourism after the issuance of
travel advisory’s is troubling and dangerous.
America, like Canada and other nations have

a moral obligation to warn its citizens of poten-
tial danger in places that they visit. For our offi-
cials to dismiss warnings of crimes and other
criminal behaviour in the Bahamas especially
Nassau, without it appears researching the com-
plaints shows a level of immaturity and self-
absorption which is becoming a hallmark of our
country. Canada also issued an updated travel
advisory on 28 February 2019. Canada’s warning
reads, “Exercise a high degree of caution in The
Bahamas due to high rates of crime, especially in
Freeport and Nassau.” Cruise Radio.net

Each travel advisory is met with a series of
frantic, ill-advised and self-serving press state-
ments which totally ignores the subject of the
advisory and focuses on some supposed slight by
the issuing country. How dare they make state-
ments and assumptions on crime in the
Bahamas? The most recent statements by our
officials are real doozies.
Like this one reported in the Tribune on 26th
February, 2019.
“Tourism Minister Dionisio D’Aguilar says he

expects some level of “push back” from local
officials to a recent US travel advisory, as he
expressed dismay over the alert’s timing yester-
day. Addressing the warning outside of Cabinet,
Mr D’Aguilar said local officials believed US
Embassy personnel would regard decreases in
local crime as a step in the right direction. The
Freetown MP, in noting his overall shock at
issuance of the alert, said the use of exaggerated
verbiage and the alignment of the Bahamas with
countries like Mexico and Jamaica did give even
more cause for concern”.
Wow! The last time I checked the US was not

only the worlds only superpower but also a
friend, ally and the source of our economic suc-
cess. So, precisely what form the threatened
“push back “will take is unclear; but remember
words have consequences! As to the timing of
the advisory, warnings are issued when they are
issued. If the timing of the release is inopportune,
then so be it; nations will protect their citizens as
they feel fit.  The US will certainly not be bullied
like the cruise lines. Another unfortunate state-
ment by the Minister was this one.

“I mean to lump us in the same category as
Mexico and Jamaica; to us seems a little harsh
and we thought a lot of the verbiage in the advi-
sory was an exaggeration,” he added.
Precisely what is meant by this assertion eludes
me. Crime is crime wherever it occurs; crime
proliferates in areas where there are “soft targets”
such as naïve, vulnerable tourists and citizens.
Unfortunately, tourists from many nations have
been victims of assaults and worse in the
Bahamas. The proximity of the Bahamas to the
US makes it the destination of choice. For exam-
ple, it is English speaking, has good communica-
tions, relatively short flight times, familiar foods
and a historical US consular presence. 
Not to put too fine a point on it, I really don’t

give a damn about another country’s crime; I
don’t live there. I am more concerned with crime
in the Bahamas and how we can mitigate its
malign effects on visitors, our citizens, and by
extension protect our “golden goose”. It should
be readily apparent that the Bahamas tourist
related crime rate would mirror that of other pop-
ular tourist destinations. So, there is nothing sin-
ister here; we just happen to have the same crime
problems as Jamaica and Mexico and, travel
advisories are historically issued around the US
Spring Break period which is taking place now.
Then, perhaps under the influence of multiple

microphones and television lights the Minister
doubled down and made this utterance.
“The Ministry of National Security is looking

to see exactly how many foreign visitors experi-
enced some sort of crime activity or crime inci-
dent. We feel that it is negligible, so we are going
to push back a little bit. We are now dialoguing
with the US Embassy and we are going to push
back,” he said.
We think that even though there may be areas,

pockets of crime; really the effect on foreign vis-
itors to a country is so negligible that it doesn’t
warrant the very strong language that they said
in that crime advisory. So, conversations will
continue.”
Some thoughts here. We are complaining that

tourists are assaulted but the numbers are negli-
gible; what is the basis for this assertion? I
would have thought that dialogue with the
Embassy would have been the first option
preferably before making statements to the
media. But, that’s just me, my logical mind and

sense of process. This sense of process leads me
to my next statement. Shouldn’t Bahamian
diplomats who are versed in these matters been
allowed to discuss the US security concerns with
their counterparts?

Putting these aside lets drill down on other
parts of the Ministers statements. Bahamians
know and by extension visitors to our shores are
aware that sexual assaults and robberies are of
enormous and ongoing concern for US authori-
ties. Recent reporting in the Nassau Guardian of
December 20,2018 revealed that there were 55
rapes as at 18 December 2018, an increase of
12%. We know from international research that
sexual assaults and rapes are underreported by
victims. There are possibly hundreds of victims
in our society and beyond who have not reported
crime especially sexual assaults. Victims who
urgently require our support and help and who if
untreated may fall into despondency, shame,
lack of self-esteem, depression and who may
self-harm. These victims most likely include cit-
izens of foreign countries as well given the mil-
lions of tourists who visit the Bahamas each
year.

These statistics align with those of the
Women’s Crisis Centre which on Thursday 28th
February 2019 stated: “The Bahamas has an
“epidemic” of sexual violence, according to
Director Sandra Dean-Patterson who made the
remark as the organisation plans to launch a
campaign, #SilentNoMore, to destigmatise sexu-
al abuse and encourage victims to share their sto-
ries”.

The reality is that unless a crime is reported
to and recorded by police there was statistically
no crime committed. Indeed, police crime statis-
tics are so suspect that many countries conduct
independent crime surveys to confirm or refute
them. The most notable is the British Crime
Survey. We have no way of knowing what vic-
tims of crime in the Bahamas report when they
return home. But their families and friends and
US authorities do. As former US Secretary of
Défense Donald Rumsfeld once said, “We Don’t
Know What We Don’t Know”. It is however cer-
tain, that many of these are reported to consular
officials located in the country in which their cit-
izens were victimized; so, we must be careful
with our words. 

In the event, stating that the impact of crime
on visitors is negligible is a hope not grounded
on facts. Nothing positive will come from engag-
ing in a public war of words with the US each
time a travel advisory is issued. There is just too
much that we don’t know but, foreign law
enforcement might. As an example, how do local
hotels deal with crime reports especially allega-
tions of sexual assault? Do they as a matter of
business practice offer to refund the guests vaca-
tion expenses and, do they treat the report with
the concern and compassion it deserves? How
many victims of crime have left the Bahamas
after making a report to private security; return
home thinking that it would be forwarded to
police and never hear from it again? How many
properties, seeking to protect their brand give
guests reports on crime short shrift? These are
some of the matters unknown to local authorities
which may be driving the increasingly strident
travel advisories from the US and Canada.
Travel advisories will continue to be the bane

of our existence until we correct the problem.
Officials must accept that there are unacceptable
levels of crime in the Bahamas whose many vic-
tims includes tourists; there is no getting around
this fact. The United States have a solemn and
moral obligation to ensure the health and safety
of their citizens at home and abroad; just as we
have one to ours. So, why pillory them if they
take their obligations more seriously than we do?
What we are seeing being played out here in real
time is driven by a fundamental misunderstand-
ing of the United States and its people. Many
Bahamians, including this writer attended uni-
versity in the US. Alas, some did not learn much
outside of the contours of their courses. They are
informed by reality shows and the like which,
are entertainment although part of American cul-
ture but, not really grounded in reality. I submit
that it is not until you are associated and train
with American icons like, Col. Jeff Cooper, Dr
Richard Kobetz, G. Gordon Liddy, etc; spend
weeks in their presence, engage in conversa-
tions, share MRE, s and hardship with other
trainees in the field, that you truly begin to
understand American culture. Consequently,
Bahamians misunderstand and therefore under-
estimate just how tenacious Americans are.
Unlike British Caribbean colonies, which got so-
called freedom for the asking, Americans fought
for their rights and freedoms. If they feel that
their rights have been abridged or that their citi-
zens are being victimized, the US will react and
strongly. They are relentless; they will not stop
until satisfaction is obtained and matters
resolved. So, if we believe that bluster, ill-con-
sidered remarks and voluntarium ignorantiam
will dissuade the US State Department from
issuing travel advisories on the Bahamas, we are
wasting our time.
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Water and Sewerage
(WSC) officials led
media representatives on
a tour of construction
sites of wastewater treat-
ment plants and pumping
stations in New
Providence, Tuesday,
March 5.
The Major Works

Contract comprises
Malcolm Park Major
Pump Station, Fox Hill
Pre-treatment Facility,
Lynden Pindling
International Airport
(LPIA) Major Pump
Station and Flamingo
Gardens Major Pump
Station. 
They are included in

the loan agreement
signed in December
2011 with Inter-
American Development
Bank (IDB) to fund the
implementation of the
WSC Support Program –
New Providence Water
Supply and Sanitations
Systems Upgrade.  

During a briefing,
WSC Chairman, Adrian
Gibson explained that
the Corporation signed a
million ($18.7) contract
with Island Site
Development (ISD) for
the rehabilitation of
small pumping stations
and the construction of
several wastewater treat-
ment plants in New
Providence.
He said WSC

embarked on the devel-
opment of a long term
Wastewater Master Plan
(2015 to 2035) to
address wastewater col-
lection, treatment, dis-
posal needs and the
rehabilitation of critical
sewerage infrastructure
in New Providence.
Malcolm Park Main

Pump Station was the
first stop. According to
Kurt Smith, Manager,
ISD, the new Malcolm
Park Main Pump Station
is 65 per cent complete.

The construction of the
station is intended for
collection from the sub-
basin and to pump the
wastewater (after
screening) into a 600
feet deep disposal well.
It will provide service

for customers from Bay
Street through Nautica
and Vista Marina in the
west, to Dicks Point in
the east, and Shirley
Street from Montague in
the east and Frederick
Street in the west. Parts
of St. Albans Drive,
Virginia Street, Delancy
Street, West Street,
George Street and
Marlborough Street are
also included.
“This site is very

active,” said Mr. Smith.
“We are hoping to com-
plete it by end of March.
We are also having elec-
trical work done.
Everything that we need
to have this project sub-
stantially completed is

being put in place so that
we can have it done by
the end of this month.
“We knew that this

would be an environmen-
tally sensitive site but
from our construction
activities nothing went
into the water body. We
did all of our disposal of
water off-sight and not in
the sea-body. We were in
dialogue with WSC and
knew that was an on-
going concern so we took
every measure not to have
anything like that to hap-
pen for this site.”
The Master Plan was

completed in October
2015 from which it was
decided what was to be
addressed as a part of the
immediate or critical
works.
“The long term objec-

tive of the Master Plan is
to divide the island into
three drainage areas with
three regional wastewater
treatment plants

(WWTP). The regional
plants will be at the
Airport Industrial Park
Plant to service the west-
ern drainage area,
Gladstone Road Plant
(under construction) for
the central area and the
Fox Hill plant (to be con-
structed in the long term
phase) for the eastern
area. This will help to
reduce maintenance cost
to the Corporation and
increase the efficiency of
the wastewater collection
and disposal system,” said
Mr. Gibson.
Construction was

divided into two parts:
small works (from
January 2017- January
2018) addressed small lift
stations, and major
Rehabilitation of 10
sewage pumping stations,
installation of 1000 feet of
mains, installations, of
standby generators, land-
scaping and other related
Works. 

Ten sites were complet-
ed. They are Nassau
Street, Rawson
Square, Supreme
Court, Vista
Marina, Lewis Street, Fox
Hill, Pinewood C, Pinewo
od Plant, Flamingo Garde
n C, and Big
Pond Stations. The con-
tract also included
the procurement of 48
sewage pumps, five stand-
by generators and 28 con-
trol panels for use at vari-
ous locations.
The contract for Major

Works was signed on
March 30,
2017.  Approximately
three months later work
began and is scheduled to
be completed by the end
of March.
WSC officials also

toured on-going works at
the facility in Fox Hill and
Major Pump Stations at
LPIA and Flamingo
Gardens.

WSC Officials Tour Construction of New Providence
Wastewater Treatment Plants and Pumping Stations

4 Photos show scenes from the Water and Sewerage tour of Malcolm Park Major Pump Station. (BIS Photos/Patrick Hanna)

4 The Hon. Adrian Gibson, Chairman, WSC and MP for Long Island is pictured along with representatives of the Corporation and Island Site Development during a tour of
WSC construction sites throughout New Providence. (BIS Photos/Patrick Hanna)
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Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Finance
the Hon. K. Peter
Turnquest said invest-
ment funds form a criti-
cal component of The
Bahamas’ financial serv-
ices toolkit.  
“At 31st December

2018, there were 749
licensed investment
funds and 62 licensed
investment fund adminis-
trators in the jurisdic-
tion,” DPM Turnquest
explained in his address
on the Investment Funds
Bill, 2019 in the House
of Assembly, Wednesday,
March 8, 2019.
He tabled the Bill in

the House, Wednesday,
February 29, 2019, and it
proposes to modernise
the vital investment
funds industry in The
Bahamas by introducing
an overhauled legal and
regulatory framework
that is compliant with
international standards
and best practices, and is
replete with improved
provisions to protect
investors and lay the
foundation to attract new

and increased business to
The Bahamas.  
The DPM said the

investment funds indus-
try has been exemplary
of Bahamian innovation
in financial services, giv-
ing birth to the world-
leading Specific Mandate
Alternative Regulatory
Test Fund product in
2003, known by the
industry as the SMART
fund and, more recently,
the Investment
Condominium, a ground-
breaking, bespoke legal
structure for Bahamian
investment funds.  
“Despite the industry

being a centre for
Bahamian financial serv-
ices innovation however,
the legislation and regu-
lations governing the
sector have become out-
dated, and now pose a
risk to the reputation of
the jurisdiction as a
world-leading interna-
tional financial centre.”  
DPM Turnquest pre-

sented the major changes
the Bill will introduce.
He noted that among

the more fundamental of

the changes the Bill pro-
poses, is to rewrite what
an investment fund is for
the purpose of licensing
and regulation, and what
it means to carry on
investment fund business
in or from The Bahamas.  
“The result is that the

conditions that would
require or trigger a fund
or its various operators,
managers, related parties,
etcetera, to be licensed,
have been changed in the
proposed legislation.” 
DPM Turnquest said

the definition of an
investment fund in the
new Bill is a “unit trust,
company, partnership or
investment condominium
that issues or has equity
interest, the purpose or
effect of which, is the
pooling of investor funds
with the aim of spreading
investment risks and
achieving profits or gains
from the acquisition,
holding, management or
disposal of investments.” 
He said unlike the pre-

vious definition, there is
no other requirement for
a connection or “nexus”

to The Bahamas built
into it.  Under the provi-
sions of the Bill, licens-
ing as an investment fund
is triggered by an entity
that fits the definition of
an investment fund car-
rying on, or attempting to
carry on business in or
from The Bahamas.  
DPM Turnquest noted

that regarding what it
means for an investment
fund to be carrying on
business in or from The
Bahamas, the definition
has been expressly
included in the proposed
Bill and now applies to
an investment fund that
is incorporated in The
Bahamas, or offered for
sale to non-accredited

investors in The
Bahamas.  
He explained that non-

accredited investors
refers to individual
investors, rather than
institutions such as banks
and insurance compa-
nies, who do not meet
specified wealth criteria,
such as having a net
worth in excess of $1
million, or making an
individual income of
$200,000 annually, for
example.  
“This provision

ensures that the triggers
for licensing and regula-
tion are oriented to the
protection of those most
vulnerable, and needing
perhaps the greatest pro-

tection from a regulatory
perspective – ordinary
persons for whom an
investment gone wrong
as a result of misconduct
or other infractions of
securities laws will have
the greatest financial
impact.” 
DPM Turnquest said,

“Also of note, these new
definitions mean that
investment funds are eli-
gible for licensing based
on the activity they con-
duct or intend to conduct
and who will be impacted
by those activities, and
not on whether or not
certain service providers
to the fund are located or
licensed in The
Bahamas.” 
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Investment Funds Form a Critical Component 
of The Bahamas’ Financial Services Toolkit

Retired Florida Doctor
Wins A Bahamas

Vacation and Painting 
by Bahamian Artist
Jamaal Rolle

PLANTATION, Florida –
March 3, 2019 – Retired
otolaryngologist, 85 year
old, Dr. Leon Rand, of
Hollywood, Florida was
the lucky grand prizewin-
ner of a vacation in the
Bahamas for two on
Silver Airways, along
with an acrylic painting
on canvas, by iconic
Bahamian artist, Jamaal
Rolle.  Dr. Rand, who reg-
istered for the grand prize
with the Bahamas
Ministry of Tourism and
Aviation’s (MOTA) sales
team, during the recent
Art Fort Lauderdale

Show, stopped by the
MOTA Plantation office
this past Thursday, to col-
lect his prize.
Dr. Rand has visited

The Bahamas twice
before; the first time
while on his honeymoon,
more than 30 years ago
with his then ex-wife.  On
that visit he recalled a
close and surprising
encounter in the elevator
of the then Nassau Beach
Hotel, there he met leg-
endary Bahamian actor,
Sir Sidney Poitier.  The
second visit occurred dur-
ing a cruise stop in

Nassau, a few years later,
while he was a physician
on Celebrity Cruise Lines. 
“The Bahamas is such

a beautiful country and its
people are so warm,
friendly and courteous,”
he says.  I am still in
shock but overjoyed
about winning this fabu-
lous prize.   I look for-
ward to visiting The
Bahamas again real soon,
and will do so with my
fiancé, Carmen, who
actually was the one that
took me to the Art Fort
Lauderdale Show,” he
said.

4 Dr. Rand (centered) is presented with documents for his Bahamas vacation and art paint-
ing from executives of the Bahamas MOTA Plantation office, from left to right:  Tina Lee,

District Sales Manager, Phylia Shivers, Sr. Marketing Executive; Betty Bethel-Moss, Director
of Sales and Marketing; and Elke Pettiford, Marketing Representative. 
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MINISTRY OF FINANCE

Bahamas based Company managing $22.5
million fund for Grand Cayman Hotel

A $22.5 million loan from
a fund managed by
Bahamas-based Sterling
Global Financial will
bridge finance the devel-
opment of the much-antic-
ipated 357-room Grand
Hyatt Hotel and
Residences on Grand
Cayman, a 5-star resort
that is expected to deliver
additional lure to the
famous 7-mile beach on
the Caribbean isle.
The announcement was

made this week by
Sterling Global Financial
Chairman David Kosoy. 
“We at Sterling pride

ourselves in relationship
building and attention to
client needs. In practical
terms, that means speed of
response, assurance of
financial sustainability
and expertise in execu-
tion,” said Mr. Kosoy.
“With the proposal for the
Grand Hyatt in Grand
Cayman, it took our team

10 days from introduction
to advancing a first mort-
gage on the project that
will generate major eco-
nomic thrust to the island
and produce a 5-star prop-
erty with residences as
well as traditional hotel
rooms.”
The mortgage will be

placed through Sterling
Mortgage Income Fund
which generated an
11.33% annual return on
investment in 2018 for

accredited investors in the
alternative debt invest-
ment asset class.  
The Grand Hyatt is one

of several resorts Sterling
Global Financial funds are
assisting with in the
region and beyond,
including the $300 million
Sterling Hurricane Hole
Marina project in The
Bahamas, Sky Beach in
Eleuthera (Bahamas) and
a third in Abaco, also in
The Bahamas. 

Located on seven prime
acres of beachfront, once
completed Cayman’s
Grand Hyatt resort and
residential offering will
include a 12,000 square
foot wellness spa, three
swimming pools, six food
and beverage venues, lux-
ury retail and 25,000
square feet of indoor con-
ferences space and meet-
ing areas that will consti-
tute the largest facilities of
their kind in the Cayman

Islands. 
Headquartered in

Nassau, Bahamas,
Sterling Global Financial
is a diverse financial
umbrella corporation that
encompasses income and
opportunity funds, private
banking, trust services,
financial administration
and wealth management.
Sterling funds have
earned numerous awards
for return on investment
and stability.  

4 A $22.5 million loan from Sterling Global Financial Sterling Mortgage income Fund will bridge finance re-development of the 5-star Grand Cayman Grand Hyatt. 

Dept. of Labour Host Its First Job Fair For The Year
In keeping with the
Government’s commit-
ment to create job oppor-
tunities for Bahamians,
the Department of Labour
is pleased to announce
that it will hold its first
‘Labour on the Blocks’
Job Fair for the year, this
coming Saturday, March
9, 2019 at 11:00 a.m. to
3:00 p.m. at the
C.R.Walker Senior High
School on Baillou Hill
Road.
Staff of the Department

of Labour and a number
of local businesses will be
on hand to meet, inter-
view and hire interested
job seekers. As usual the
Minister of Labour,
Senator the Honourable
Dion Foulkes along with
senior executives from the
Ministry and Department
of Labour will be in atten-
dance to meet and assist
job seekers.
Mrs. Patrenda Russell-

Brice, Deputy Director of
Labour commented, “Last
year’s ‘Labour on the

Blocks’ experienced a
tremendous success in
partnering with various
local businesses to
employ Bahamians in
search of jobs. This year
the Department of Labour
intends to double its
efforts to bring about pos-
itive successes in the
labour market for
Bahamian job seekers and
we invite both job seekers
and employers to join us
on this journey to suc-
cess.”
Mrs. Russell-Brice

noted that in the past
many job seekers were
hired on the spot. She
encouraged job seekers
who plan on attending
Saturday’s ‘Labour on the
Blocks’ Job Fair to come
fully prepared.
Persons attending the

‘Labour on the Blocks’
Job Fair are asked to bring
their NIB smart Card, a
valid Government- issued
ID such as a passport or
voters card and copies of
their resumes.
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