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Government embarks on 

‘new frontier in renewable enerGy’

4 Yesterday, Prime Minister the Hon. Dr. Hubert Minnis officially opened a 925-kilowatt solar plant facility at the Thomas A. Robinson National Stadium. The
facility, the largest of its kind in The Bahamas, is expected to replace the equivalent of 310,000 gallons of diesel annually, and will also serve as a carport with
electric vehicle charging stations. It was made possible by a grant from the Government of the United Arab Emirates, through the UAE-Caribbean Renewable

Energy Fund.  (BIS Photos/Yontalay Bowe)

Bahamian
Attacked In 
Hate Crime

aw Enforcement
authorities in
Florida  are said
to be  investigat-

ing  what is being called
“a hate crime” in  which a
Bahamian national
Harrold Williams was
reportedly  brutally
attacked while in Fort
Lauderdale. 

Williams is a
Bahamasair manager for
Grand Bahama and was
in Fort Lauderdale this

g See page 2...

L
4 Harrold Williams, a manager of Bahamasair was 
reportedly brutally attacked while in Fort Lauderdale,

Saturday March 16th, 2019. 

Appeal Of Frank 
Smith’s Case Delayed
The case  of former
Chairman of the Public
Hospitals Authority
Frank Smith  opened
before the Court of
Appeal yesterday, but
was soon adjouned for

procedural reasons.  The
Crown  in  the bribery
and extortion case in the
Magistrate's Court, has
appealed the Chief
Magistrate's ruling. 

The former
Progressive Liberal Party
MP,  was acquitted of 15
counts of bribery and

extortion in January,
after Chief Magistrate,
Joyanne Ferguson-Pratt,
noted in her ruling that
"there was not a scintilla
of evidence to prove that
there was a meeting
between Frank Smith

BY LICEC BASTIAN
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 4...

New Wards For
PMH Soon

COOPER  RESPONDS TO PM’s
ATTACK ON THE PLP IN EXUMA
The Member of
Parliament for Exuma and
Ragged Island, Chester
Cooper  has accused
Prime Minister Doctor
Hubert  Minnis of attack-

ing the Progressive
Liberal Party in Exuma
and  taking credit for  cap-
ital works that have  been
developed over succes-
sive administrations.

He said, “it is offensive
that the Prime Minister is
campaigning using the
people’s money.” Dr.
Minnis was in Exuma this
past weekend announcing

various government proj-
ects and suggested that
Exuma is poised for eco-
nomic re-birth.

g See page 7...

The Male Surgical and
Children’s Wards  along
with the old Intensive
Care Unit of the
Princess Margaret
Hospital  are  to be reno-
vated in less than four

months.
According to Health

Minister, Dr. Duane
Sands, once this hap-
pens, there will be an
additional 50 to 60 beds.

He said, “those proj-
ects have actually start-

BY BERTHONY MCDERMOTT
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 4...

UNION
LEADER  
ACCUSES  
MORTON
SALT 

OF UNION
BUSTING

Workers at Morton Salt
are working in a “very
tense atmosphere”,
Bahamas Industrial
Manufacturers  and
Allied Workers Union
(BIMAWU) President
Jennifer Brown indicated

BY LEAH COOPER
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 4...

4 Health Minister, Dr. Duane Sands
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DOUBLE JUNKANOO PRIZE MONEY PRESENTED
The Ministry of youth,
Sports, and Culture yes-
terday presented
cheques  to the winning
Junkanoo groups of the
2018 Boxing Day and
2019 New Year’s Day
parades, which doubled
the amounts in previous
years. 

The  Minister Lanisha

Rolle referred to  the
Minnis Administration’s
2017 manifesto, which
indicated a commitment
to the development of
Bahamian culture by pro-
viding opportunities for
“full and unbridled
understanding and
expressions of our histo-
ry and heritage”.

She said, “according
to that particular docu-
ment, our goal is to
implement a set of coher-

ent objectives to foster,
to protect, and to pro-
mote the cultural expres-
sion of our people.”

She added, “to do this,
we committed in the
manifesto to allocating
additional resources to
the junior and senior
Junkanoo parades
throughout the country.”

Prime minister Dr.
Hubert Minnis
announced during the
2018/2019 budget cycle

that the government will
match or double the prize
money for parades. 

“We  are here today—
promise made, promise
kept.”, Minister Rolle
said. 

Junaknoo groups
received as much as
$76,200  in prize money,
while two a groups and
one B group received an
additional $10,000 for
the Prime Minister’s Best
Music award. 

The minister congratu-
lated all Junkanoo groups
in attendance for a “fan-
tastic senior Junkanoo
parade season.”

“The government of
the Bahamas believes
that this increase is well
deserved.”, she said.

“The Bahamas has
much to celebrate. The
art of Junkanoo brought
thousands to our shores
for the Christmas and
New Year’s holidays for

decades to witness the
fascinating display of
untold creativity with
colorful costumes
accompanied by choreo-
graphed dance, the rhyth-
mic sounds of goatskin
drums, whistles, and per-
cussion.”, she added

“Junkanoo can be
described as one of the
most colorful festivities
in the world and one of
the greatest shows on
earth,” she said.

BY LEAH COOPER
Journal Staff Writer

FAKE DENTIST ARRAIGNED
A nineteen year-old

man who allegedly
claimed that he is a  den-
tist,  has been remanded in
custody at the Department
of Corrections.   Jahvonie
Montaque who also says
that he is married, was
charged with one count
each of practicing as a
dentist, advertising as

such and possession and
control of dental supplies.

This is all alleged to
have taken place between
October 28th 2018 and
March 13th 2019 here in
New Providence.

Appearing in the
Magistrate’s Court,
Montague pleaded not
guilty to all charges. Bail
was denied due to the
question of his immigra-
tion status.

Attorney Keith
Seymour,  representing
the accused, presented a
marriage certificate indi-
cating that his client is
married to a Bahamian. 

However, Magistrate
Cara Turnquest-Deveaux
ordered that Montaque be
remanded to the Bahamas
Department of
Corrections until March
24th pending confirma-
tion of his legal status.

BY BERTHONY MCDERMOTT
Journal Staff Writer

Bahamian Attacked 
past  weekend.

Speaking with a
reporter of WSVN
Channel 7 in Miami,
Williams said he was run-
ning errands on Saturday
when he entered the Pine
Market Sandwich  Shop
and asked one of the
workers to use the rest-
room.  He said suddenly
he felt a blow on the side
of his face. “I thought he
had punched me; then  I
saw  a knife that was
eight or ten inches long

and I realized that I was
stabbed  in my face.”
Williams  said that he was
lucky  to be alive.

The Opposition
Progressive Liberal Party
issued a statement yester-
day saying, “ PLP is
deeply concerned about
reports of an unprovoked
stabbing and serious
wounds to Harold
Williams, a Manager of
Bahamasair, on Saturday
16 March 2019. It appears
that this may be a hate
crime. The matter is being
investigated.

“The Government of
The Bahamas must say
what the position is on this
matter and if indeed it is
so classified as a hate
crime.

“This issue bears some
greater importance given
the constant attacks on
public safety matters by
US officials about The
Bahamas,” said the PLP
statement.
There has been no official
statement from
Bahamasair or from the
Ministry of Foreign
Affairs up to press time.

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...
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Dame Janet bostwick welcomeD women 

Parliamentarians in courtesy call

4 Dame Janet Bostwick welcomed Commonwealth Women Parliamentarians in a courtesy call, Monday, March 18, at the Ministry of Youth Sports and Culture.  Minister of Youth, Sports and
Culture, the Hon. Lanisha Rolle made a special presentation to Dame Janet during the event.  Pictured with Dame Janet (centre) are, from left: Executive Director of Culture Rowena

Sutherland; Senator the Hon. Jennifer Dotson; Miriam Emmanuel, MP; Shonel Ferguson, MP; Minister of Youth, Sports and Culture the Hon. Lanisha Rolle; Parliamentary Secretary Pakesia
Parker-Edgecombe; Senator the Hon. Sharon Ferguson Knowles; Permanent Secretary (Actg.) Rhoda Jackson; and Under Secretary Renee Bullard. (BIS Photos/Patrick Hanna)

MP Requests More Time 
For Public Disclosure

Three parliamentarians
had requested an exten-
sion to turn in financial
disclosures under the
Public Disclosure Act past
the March 1st deadline.  

Prime Minister Dr.
Hubert Minnis told
reporters  yesterday,“My

understanding is two have
already submitted, they
have complied with the
commission, while  one
has   been given an exten-
sion and the commission
has the right to do it so,
nobody is outside the
compliance,” he said.  

West End and Bimini
MP Pakiesha Parker-
Edgecombe recently

revealed  that she was
among those requesting
more time.

Failing to declare under
the Integrity Commission
Bill could result in a fine
not exceeding $15,000 or
time in prison not exceed-
ing one year.

The law  requires pub-
lic officials, like members
of parliament, senators

and other high-ranking
government officials, to
make full disclosures of
their income, assets and
liabilities.

The Prime Minister
previously told reporters
that the files on delinquent
disclosures would be sent
to the office of the
Attorney General.

However, nothing has

happened as yet to those
persons who have failed
to disclose. 

House  Speaker Halson
Moultrie reminded
Members of Parliament
during the March 1st sit-
ting of the House that he
had already declared and
warned parliamentarians
that they must comply or
face the consequences.

Meantime, Progressive
Liberal Party Chairman
Fred Mitchell has con-
firmed that all PLP MP’s
and senators have dis-
closed. 

Health Minister Dr.
Duane Sands and Exuma
and Ragged Island MP
Chester Cooper, posted
their disclosure receipts
on their Facebook pages. 

BY BERTHONY MCDERMOTT
Journal Staff Writer

Section A REGULAR_Section A Tues  3/18/2019  11:12 PM  Page 3



A4 The Bahama Journal

Tuesday - March 19th, 2019 NationalNEWS

gg Continued from / PAGE 3

g Continues on / page 6...

Appeal Of Frank
Smith’s Case Delayed
and Barbara Hanna", the
woman who the prosecu-
tion alleged accused
Smith of  bribery and
extortion. 

The Crown, lead by
Director of Public
Prosecutions (DPP),
Garvin Gaskin took the
matter to the Court of
Appeal, however the case
did not go   as the defense
had anticipated as the pro-
ceedings saw the Crown
requesting an extension. 

The Crown submitted
that it had yet to receive
and review the transcript
from the trial heard in
Magistrate's Court, as
well as  the the Justices
had only just received
their copies, subsequently
seeking additional time to
obtain the same.  

However, there was
strong objection from
Smith's lead attorney,

Queen's Counsel, Damian
Gomez, who in turn noted
that while it was true that
they had not received,
from the court  the tran-
script, during the prepara-
tion for the Court of
Appeal hearing, they col-
laborated with the
lawyers from the prosecu-
tion to  compile a record
"in the hope that the mat-
ter is argued and disposed
of".   

Mr. Gomez further
submitted that a copy of
the same was provided to
the crown. 

The Appeal  Justices,
Jon Isaacs, Stella Crane-
Scott and Roy Jones,
however, opted to
adjourn the matter as they
too had only received the
court transcripts on
Friday. 

In allowing  the exten-
sion, Justice Crane-Scott
told the attorneys that
material was missing

from the transcript, par-
ticularly arraignment
date, charge sheet and
plea, as there had to be
amendments during the
status hearing before the
Magistrate. 

Mrs. Crane-Scott noted
that the missing informa-
tion was needed for her to
acquire a full understand-
ing of the trial. 

One of Smith's attor-
ney, Queen's Counsel,
Keith D. Knight, noted
that he was "a quite dis-
appointed but  understood
the ruling of the court".   

As he is from Jamaica,
Mr. Knight was  given
time to confirm a date
with his office in Jamaica
to when he would be
available to return to
Nassau. 

The new trial date is
set for May 14. The
Crown's team includes
Kendra Kelly and Al-
Leecia Delaney.

UNION LEADER ACCUSES MORTON SALT OF UNIONBUSTING
yesterday.

In a press  release, Ms.
Brown said that the safety
of workers is now being
compromised as the com-
pany is reportedly forcing
them to work in unsafe
conditions. 

She said, “the company

has promised a counter
proposal over 2 weeks ago.
I don’t know why it is tak-
ing so long to prepare,
when we have been negoti-
ating for over a year now.”

The BIMAWU
President also indicated
that Morton Bahamas Ltd
“once again, union busting. 

“Over the weekend

(Saturday and Sunday)
March 16 & 17, 2019, the
Company breeched the
Industrial Agreement
(Article 2 Statement and
Purpose) in that permanent
workers were denied over-
time contrary to the spirit
of intent of the agreement
by scheduling part-time
workers to work the over-

time hours, when perma-
nent workers were willing
and able to work the
overtime.”, she said. 

She added that workers
are now unenthused, after
pushing to achieve compa-
ny goals set out for 2018’s
projected budget. 

Ms. Brown  said that
workers at the Inagua-

based plant made and
exceeded by 790 tons and
the company has given no
satisfactory bonus, while
managerial staff took home
$14,000 and $18,000,
while workers, who actual-
ly worked received
$237.00. 

Last month Labour
Minister Dion Foulkes said

that he was “very con-
cerned” by the impasse in
negotiations between
Morton Bahamas and its
employees in that southern
Family Island. 

Both BIMAWU and the
Inagua-based salt company
have been negotiating a
new industrial agreement
for several months.

New Wards For
PMH Soon

ed and will put new bed
space or reclaim vacant
space so we don’t have
the hold up in the emer-
gency room with
patients waiting in the
isles for days for per-
sons to get admitted to
hospital.” 

As it relates to the
dialysis unit, the
Princess Margret
Hospital Foundation on
Thursday assured that
beds are on the way.
The question now is
there sufficient nurses?

“The process of deal-
ing with the challenges
of any particular unit is
based on full-time staff
and then support staff
brought in from else-
where. 

“The last time I
would have spoken to
the new Director of
Nephrology,  they were
managing reasonably

well and that’s not to
say that every single
shift, if somebody calls
is sick that there is not a
problem. 

“However,  the goal
is to manage this is a
short term, to recruit
additional trained dialy-
sis  nurses, and dialysis
technicians to make
sure that we have
enough coverage and
we have also to contin-
ue the process of out-
source patients to the
private sector,”  said Dr.
Sands.    

The ultimate goal is
to bring back all those
beds taken out of com-
mission.

According to the
Minister, there are also
hundreds of wheel-
chairs for every health
facility in the country to
be distributed once
appropriately labeled.

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...
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4 Former Chairman
of the Public Hospitals
Authority, Frank Smith  

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...
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CORRUPTION IN
HEALTHCARE

There are many Bahamians who are com-
plaining  about the state of healthcare in the
Bahamas and their cries have gone unan-
swered for many  years. Thankfully, the
Minister of Health Doctor  Duane Sands has
pledged to do something about it. In a tele-
phone  call to the Radio Love 97 Talk Show
Issues of the Day yesterday, Dr. Sands
agreed that there are many consultant
Physicians who are  guilty of guiding
patients away from  the public health care
facilities, like the Princess Margaret
Hospital  in New Providence or  from  the
Rand Memorial Hospital in Grand Bahama,
to their private offices and  clinics when they
are able to provide care  in the hospitals.
The complaints are registered that some
consultant physicians  are guilty of corrup-
tion in this regard, since they are being paid
by the Public Treasury as consultants. 

Dr.  Sands acknowledged  that there are
some “bad apples among  physicians”, but
he was quick to say that they are in the
minority and that the vast majority of doc-
tors go beyond the call of duty on an going
basis, working  beyond the required hours of
20 hours a week as consultants and work up
to 60 or 80 hours per week..  He says the
answer to this problem is to get doctors who
are employed  on a full time basis within  the
public hospitals to avoid the problem of pri-
vate doctors having to  refer public patients
to their private offices.

Already, he noted, that there are some 500
patients who receive dialysis treatment  for
renal failure paid for by the government.
Only 160 of these are accommodated at the
Princess Margaret Hospital. The others are
sent to private clinics at the government’s
expense. We believe that  the same protocol
should apply to patients with other ailments
as well. If the government does not have the
equipment of the facilities to care for public
patients in public facilities, then the govern-
ment should pay for these same patients in
private facilities to be treated for other ail-
ments.

There must be a way to  reduce the level
of corruption in the provision of healthcare
in the Bahamas.  Far too many healthcare
professionals are guilty of abusing the poor
or those individuals who are unable to  pay
for private care. 

Many Bahamians today are saddled with
hefty hospital bills, due to a lack of  private
insurance and they are forced to pay exorbi-
tant  fees out of pocket for services which
should be paid at the expense  of the public.
After all, this is what Bahamians pay taxes
for.  It is incumbent then on the government
to ensure that taxes are used to provide prop-
er services in education, healthcare and
national security.
There are a growing number of Bahamians

who dread the thought of going to our public
hospitals to be admitted for care. This should
not be the case.  We know that those  respon-
sible for the Public Hospitals Authority are
seeking to improve the quality of care to
their customers, but this must include moni-
toring  the behaviour of offending doctors
when the unsuspecting members of the pub-
lic must  pay for care, to ensure that they are
not being set-up to pay charges privately that
are already paid for by the government.

We have been fully supportive of an
increase in salaries and benefits  for
Consultant Physicians in the public sector.
However, we equally despise the practice of
double-dipping and over-charging poor peo-
ple.

Many doctors in the Bahamas have deter-
mined that they are in business, not  to pro-
vide a service to the public; to practice their
vocation, but to get rich quickly.  This mind-
set came  about some  decades ago  when
many Bahamians started purchasing medical
health insurance.  So the insurance industry
actually fuelled the greed of doctors. There
was a time in our country when most doc-
tors  made house calls. They lived modestly
from their earnings and provided  much
needed services to the people. Many
Bahamians remember well  physicians with
the names of  Walker, Worrell,
Cumberbatch, Rodgers and Bennet;  who
gave good services to the community. The
Bahamian population was smaller  then
and healthier than today. Now, there are
hundreds of trained specialists in the coun-
try who no doubt believe that they should
make hundreds of thousands of dollars per
year because of the money they spent for
their training, never mind that  some of
them were trained at the expense of the
public scholarship programme.

It our belief that the proper administra-
tion of a National Health Insurance pro-
gramme will address some of these prob-
lems, We understand that under NHI, the
government will guarantee Physicians in
private practice a minimum of 1000
patients annually, with each person paying
a minimum of $150. This would mean that
the average doctor in private practice will
earn a minimum of  $150,000 per year. This
amount will be in addition to fees they will
earn from the legitimate private patients.
Hopefully this will reduce the level of cor-
ruption in the medical profession.

At the end of the day, in order to rectify
some of the corrupt practices, over charg-
ing and poor service in the provision of
healthcare, the appointment of an official
Ombudsman should be a priority of the
government. The quicker one can be
appointed, the better the profession will be.

GOT NEWS?
call The Journal 

TIP LINE at 356-7254 

AN URGENT AND SACRED MANDATE
FOR THE PRESERVATION OF 

OUR BAHAMALAND & MOTHER EARTH

My people, we are called to be the environ-
mental consciousness pioneers, at this criti-
cal juncture of Earth's dramatic agony,
caused by our human species.

Our mission is sacred; the indomitable
laws of nature require us to preserve the
sanctity of her breast, her bosom and her
precious womb. We all come forth from her
loins, yet she has entrusted the preservation
of every aspect of her glorious self to our
safe keeping. Indeed, we have within our
powers to destroy her and all that exist upon
her. Over many millennia, she has through
her evolutions passed through significant
iterations. However, presently, she is unwit-
tingly, negatively and dangerously being
assisted by the foot prints of man, down a
path she has never intended. 

Specifically, within the boundaries of
our archipelago formation, she has over
millions of years carefully, diligently and
graciously laid forth a panorama of seas,
islands, beaches, coral reefs, mangroves,
bays, wetlands, even swamps; and' dry land
... both, relevantly spread with a multitude
of terrestrial and marine species. A multi-
tude of these features are indigenous just to
our islands and seas. Thus, smorgasbords of
delights have been ours over ions of times.
We sin mortally when in our ignorance, or
simple disrespect, we wantonly pillage,
ravage and destroy her beauty in the name
of "progress." 

As similar aspects are rapidly disappear-
ing across our globe, more and more a mul-
titude of prospectors are focusing a keen
eye on the splendors of these pristine
islands and cays of our Bahamaland.
They come, in the name of development
and job creation; however, unmindful of the
hand of God in this glorious creation, they
simply end up more so like pirates, coming
often to plunder, and carry off as booty
our sacred heritage to feed their
insatiable selfish power of greed. 

As the available coastal real estate, espe-
cially along the seaboard of the United
States, completely disappears, many look
our way to find and secure their wilderness
refuge. However, we are the
designated stewards of these islands, so
gifted to us unconditionally. Thus our abid-
ing responsibility is to preserve them for
time immemorial, into the thousandth gen-
erations yet unborn. 

We will forever, like the great and
enlightened masters of yester year, need the
silence and peace of the wilderness,
whether on land or in the sea to commune
meaningfully with ourselves and our cre-
ator. Thus upon the bosom and belly of
Mother Earth, we discover the true abodes
of peace, richness, fullness, rejuvenation
and abundance. 

We need our wilderness, we need to
treasure our places of refuge in order to
commune with our spiritual self, contem-
plate the essence of our being, and come to
intuitively perceive the reason of our being
here and specifically in this place at this

time. Additionally, the multitude of terres-
trial and marine species also need and
require their habitats of refuge to prosper
and grow. They do so again with an uncon-
ditional motive, to share themselves with
us, feed us and create a symbiotic relation-
ship with them and the Earth we mutually
share and enjoy. 

When we lose sight of this transcendent
vision of our place and that of every crea-
ture in the nature of all things, then we
begin to eat away at the abundance, lose
sight of the need to replenish, and very soon
all is lost. Humanity is fast tracking along
that route of the annihilation of all the natu-
ral and sacred gifts so abundantly bestowed
upon us by our gracious creator. 

As environmentally consciousness pio-
neers, then, we all are the ones entrusted
with the mission to awaken our slumbering
fellow human beings, not only locally, but
regionally and globally. Our pristine
waters do not exist in a motionless state;
they flow in and out of our archipelago,
sending forth life into other regions and
bringing in return life from afar. Water and
air are Similar and indispensable, the
most unconditionally sharing gifts on this
planet. Thus how we treat our waters and
our air in and around our islands, bays,
streams, sounds, and even swamps has pro-
found effects, not only at home but across
the globe. 

Thus to the degree that we care for these
treasures so will the positive results be real-
ized. What areas we preserve, well planned
and managed, will not only return lasting
benefits to us, but will also send those
effects throughout the realm. Then in the
ages to come, our children, from whom we
are borrowing this planet, will
cherish and preserve this God-gifted spot in
the limitless universe. They too will have
pure drinkable water, clear dividable water,
abundant fishable water and refreshing
breathable air. These are their
fundamental rights and we need to guaran-
tee them. 

We need then, to create reserves, banks
into which our treasures can reside and
grow, providing us with the residual out-
come to supply our long term needs, and
consequently allowing all living species to
roam in 
their safe wilderness of refuge. Therein lies
the sustainability of what God has so gra-
ciously bestowed upon our people and
nation. In short and in essence, this mission
is nothing short of a moral and
spiritual mandate. It has just now been esti-
mated that at the rate we are wantonly
destroying our lands and seas,
our oceans will be devoid of all life by
2048. Is that the legacy we wish
to bequeath future generations!?

Joseph Darville, Save The Bays 
Waterkeeper
19 March 2019

Dear Editor:

Letter to the Editor
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Henfield Participates in International Conference
on Building Resilience to Natural Disasters
Minister of Foreign
Affairs, the Hon. Darren
A. Henfield, upon invita-
tion by the Government of
Romania, recently partici-
pated in an International
Conference on Building
Resilience to Natural
Disasters in Bucharest,
Romania.

Minister Henfield
along with CARICOM
Foreign Ministers and the
Secretary General of
CARICOM H.E. Irwin
LaRocque engaged in
political dialogue, March
11-12, with H.E. Mrs. Ana
Birchall, Romanian Vice
Prime Minister/Strategic
Partnerships; H.E. Mr.
Teodor Meleşcanu,
Romanian Minister of
Foreign Affairs; and other
senior officials.  Dialogue
was followed by partici-
pation in the international
conference, which was
also attended by represen-
tatives of Asian and
African countries. 

During the conference,
the delegations engaged
with Romanian political
and technical officials on
lessons learned and shar-

ing of best practices in
coping with natural disas-
ters.

Discussions addressed

social, economic and
environmental impact of
natural disasters, damage
mitigation, and the atten-

dant cost of efforts to
proactively build
resilience to those disas-
ters, particularly for Small

Island Developing States
(SIDS).

Minister Henfield, in
his intervention, outlined

the devastating impact of
hurricanes on The
Bahamas from as far back
as the 1960s and shared
the continual challenges
of infrastructural and
redevelopment exercises
faced by The Bahamas
and its sister CARICOM
countries.  He under-
scored the importance of
building resilience to
withstand the impact of
natural disasters.  Other
speakers provided corrob-
orating information per-
taining to their respective
countries.

CARICOM Ministers
thanked Romania, the cur-
rent President of Council
of the European Union for
its leadership in promot-
ing initiatives to build dis-
aster resilience and its
support in speaking out
about the dangers of cli-
mate change.  

Minister Henfield was
accompanied by former
Ambassador to Haiti and
the Dominican Republic
Captain Godfrey Rolle,
and Director of NEMA
Captain Stephen Russell.

4 A memento to Minister Henfield (left) from Dr. Raed Arafat, Romanian Secretary of State and Head of the Dept.
of Emergency Situations 

Women of BRON celebrate IWD by pro-
moting gender equality in STEM industries

An all-female contingent
from BRON, a manage-
ment and administration
hub that supports a group
of companies dealing in
STEM-related industries,
celebrated International
Women's Day by visiting
students of C.I. Gibson
High School and Windsor
High School. 

The group consisting of
Kelli Armstrong, Corey
Cartwright, Elise Roberts,
Desiree Smith, Crystal
Hanna, Niketra Smith,
Lakeisha Albury,
Gabrielle Neely, and
Patricia Roberts, spoke to
students about working in
engineering, environmen-
tal science, and technolo-
gy - all male-dominated
fields. In their discussions
with senior students of
C.I. Gibson Senior High
and STEM program stu-
dents from Windsor High
School, the team, encour-
aged students never to let
their gender be the reason
not to pursue their dreams.
They also explained the
importance for senior stu-
dents to seek jobs that are
inclusive and promotes
gender equality in and out
of the workplace. 

In one session on how
discrimination can hap-
pen, Armstrong told stu-
dents about being rejected
for a job because she was
a woman.  She said, "I

have had people tell me to
my face that I couldn't get
a job that I applied for
because I'm a woman.
According to them,  they
were protecting me
because I was applying for
supervisorial positions
that required me to over-
see groups of men and
they believed that men
wouldn’t respect me in
that position. My response
was, ‘how about you give
me the job and let us find
out.'" Armstrong has an
Ivy League Master's from
Columbia and is now an
Environmental Scientist at
Caribbean Coastal
Services.

Students were fully
engaged throughout the
presentation and asked a
variety of questions. One
student asked pointedly if
they are treated differently
at work than their male
colleagues. The group of
women unanimously said
no and praised BRON for
promoting and advocating
equity and equality within
their working environ-
ment. They used the
example of their absence
from work on that particu-
lar day as evidence of
BRON's support in and
out of the office.

"We have to work to
change the mindset of
people," said Elise
Roberts, Technical

Director at Atametrics.
"Many times when we,
(myself and the surveyor),
go to speak externally on a
project we go together. It's
like we are sharing the
responsibility and that
emphasizes the fact that
we are both qualified, that
we both have our place
and that together we offer
the services required for
this project."

As a group of women
who work predominantly
with men, the female lead-
ers of BRON also want to
emphasise that equality is
about partnership. They
plan to continue to encour-
age young men to be
advocates for women in
such industries to promote
confidence in young
women who want to
explore untraditional jobs
by making visits to
schools on International
Women's Day an annual
event and extending the
celebration to reach more
young Bahamians. 

BRON is a manage-
ment and administration
hub that supports
Caribbean Coastal
Services (CCS), ENCO
International (ENCO) and
Atametrics. BRON offers
engineering, environmen-
tal, surveying, and drilling
services and more with
offices in Nassau, Miami
and Providenciales. 

4 BRON team members make a W to celebrate International Women's Day. From
L-R Gabrielle Neely, Kelli Armstrong, Crystal Hanna, Elise Roberts, Corey

Cartwright, Niketra Smith,  Desiree Smith, and Patricia Roberts. 
(Missing from this photo is Lakeisha Albury, Engineer).

Section A REGULAR_Section A Tues  3/18/2019  11:12 PM  Page 6



A7The Bahama Journal

Tuesday - March 19th, 2019NationalNEWS

Prime Minister  Dr.
Hubert Minnis yesterday
officially opened a 925-
kilowatt solar plant facili-
ty at the Thomas A.
Robinson National
Stadium. 

The facility, the largest
of its kind in The
Bahamas, is expected to
replace the equivalent of
310,000 gallons of diesel
annually, and will also
serve as a carport with
electric vehicle charging
stations. It was made pos-
sible by a grant from the
Government of the United
Arab Emirates, through
the UAE-Caribbean
Renewable Energy Fund. 

“Our vision is to deliv-
er world-class renewable
energy technology to meet
the needs of a developing
and expanding 21st

Century economy,” Prime
Minister Minnis said. 

“The energy generated
from these solar panels
will feed into our national
grid, and as I understand

it, will offset some of the
electricity usage of neigh-
bouring schools.” 

One of the key priori-

Government embarks on ‘new
frontier in renewable energy’

4 Prime Minister Minnis Addressing Solar Facility at
National Stadium

g See page 8...

COOPER  RESPONDS TO PM’s
ATTACK ON THE PLP IN EXUMA
In a press statement Mr.
Cooper said, “ I had
hoped, beyond all rea-
sonable expectation, that
when the prime minister
visited Exuma over the
weekend he would speak
to the community about
beneficial developments
for Exuma and leave pol-
itics out of it.

I was mistaken.
“Not only is it comical

that the prime minister
seeks credit for capital
works that have been
developed over succes-

sive administrations.
“If he would only

resist the temptation to
be petty and realize he
should be the prime min-
ister of all the people of
The Bahamas, not just
FNMs, we would all be
better off for it.”

The Opposition
Deputy leader said, “the
prime minister seeks to
turn public sentiment
against the PLP for not
supporting setting up a
$100 million credit line
for hurricane relief from
the IDB, as if this admin-
istration has not already

borrowed and taxed
enough in two years with
very little to show for it. 

“It appears the prime
minister either does not
know or is seeking to
hide the fact that the con-
tingency loan cannot be
used to fund the rebuild-
ing of permanent infra-
structure.

“It is a badly negotiat-
ed loan that even some
government ministers
clearly did not examine
carefully,” said Mr.
Cooper.

“Additionally, there is
no issue about the coun-

try’s capacity to borrow
in the event of a disaster.

“Meantime, the people
of Ragged Island, are left
to fend for themselves as
the prime minister
shamelessly touts how
much he covets another
term in office.

“What should have
been some welcome
good news for Exuma,
has been sullied with
political discord,” he
said.

The prime minister
should know better, but
he has so far exhibited no
inclination to do better.

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...

4 Member of Parliament for Exuma and Ragged
Island, Chester Cooper  
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