
espite arguments
advanced by the
A t t o r n e y
General, Carl

Bethel, Sven Giegold, a
German Member of the
European Parliament,
with responsibility for
money laundering, is not
backing down from his
position made, almost
two weeks ago, that The
Bahamas must do more to
address money launder-
ing. 
Mr. Giegold went as

far as to demand that The
Bahamas carry out money

BY LICEC BASTIAN
Journal Staff Writer
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EU Still
Evaluating 
Bahamas

g See page 4... 4 Attorney General, Carl Bethel

Gov’t
Fights To
Protect
Financial
Sector

4 Member of the European Parliament, Sven Giegold 

The EU’s dreaded black-
list has been released and
as hoped or anticipated by
senior government offi-
cials, The Bahamas has
not been named.
Confirming  this to

reporters yesterday morn-
ing  Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of
Finance Peter Turnquest
said this validates the
hard work put in to

BY BERTHONY MCDERMOTT
Journal Staff Writer

4 Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Finance,

Peter Turnquest  

The Opposition
demands answers
on  Grand Lucayan

Opposition Deputy
Leader Chester Cooper
said the government’s
handling of the Grand
Lucayan sale and the myr-
iad of issues involved
would be laughable if the

stakes are  not so high.
His comments come

just one day after the
managers of Bahamas
Hotel Managerial
Association went to court
because they were not
pleased with the payout

BY BERTHONY MCDERMOTT
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 4...

Bahamian delegation attends 63rd session 

of the Commission on the status of Women 

4 Seventy Representatives from 35 non-governmental organizations in The Bahamas are in New York
attending the Sixty-Third Session of the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW63) being held at the

United Nations Headquarters. Some of the Representatives, pictured above during a group shot with Minister
of Social Services and Urban development, the Hon. Frankie A. Campbell, have been busy participating in a

series of Side Events since the start of CSW63 Monday. (BIS Photo/Matt Maura)

Bishop Supports
Capital Punishment 

Very few issues have
divided a nation as much
as talk of the death penal-
ty even within The
Bahamas Christian
Council, there are strong
held views on both sides

of the divide.
The controversial death

penalty has a proponent
but, for Christian Council
President Bishop Delton
Fernander, it’s not just
about throwing support
behind the capital punish-

BY BERTHONY MCDERMOTT
Journal Staff Writer
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The Bahamas Chamber of
Commerce and
Employers Confederation
(BCCEC) is gearing up to
host its fifth Bahamas
Energy Security Forum.
The Forum serves as a

platform to discuss and
exchange ideas, policies
and initiatives that are
intended to improve the
state of energy in the
country as well as its
impact on the environ-
ment. 
BCCEC CEO, Jeffrey

Beckles, said the issue of
energy the issue of energy
as it relates to the
Bahamas is that it is
"everybody’s business
and while it is one of the
hottest topics in the com-
munity".  He said BCCEC
finds it necessary to
ensure that they work in a
collaborative way with
policy makers, power
suppliers and all creative
thinkers and engineers to
ensure The Bahamas has
a  sustainable energy plat-
form. 
"The issue of reform is

one that is also heavily on
our minds, in that we all
would agree that we have

not had the most
resourceful use of our
energy system in consis-
tency and one of the
things we are committed
to doing is ensuring that
we partner with our stake-
holders and partners, real-
ly to understand the way
forward," Mr. Beckles
said.  
He added that although

the country has a relative-
ly small population, its
electrical provider servic-
es millions of people. 
"As we look at the

whole issue of energy,
electricity and all forms
of energy, no Bahamian is
untouched by the energy
issue sometimes. 
"We have a tendency to

look at it in the context
that we are only 400,000
people, but we see it as
being a country of 6.5
million people because
we must take into account
every single visitor that
comes to The Bahamas
and how energy affects
their experience and their
experience affects the
economy, because their
experience determines
how they spend. 
"Energy is directly

related to the success and
the growth of our econo-
my. So, we at the chamber

are pleased to partner
with stakeholders to
ensure that there is true
reform and that there is a
legislative framework in
place to ensure that regu-
lations are in place,
because we aim to grow
the economy outside the
context of sustainable
energy," Mr. Beckles
said. 
Chair of the Energy

and Environment
Committee at the
BCCEC, Deborah Deal
said to ensure true reform
is met, the chamber has
partnered with several
stakeholders- private sec-
tor affiliates- who they
hope will give feedback
during the forum on the
topic "We've Got The
Power". 
"Energy affects us all.

We decided to start the
Green Initiative and that
is where the private sector
can actually be in control
of their own energy, ener-
gy consumption and in
turn energy cost.  
"We also by doing that,

we are actually helping
with our carbon emis-
sions. Thirty percent of
your energy is stolen from
you, I call them ghost
thieves, but if we elimi-
nated that 30 percent

every single person in this
country, from our electri-
cal consumption, we
would be able to lower
our carbon emissions by
that 30 percent," Ms. Deal
said. 

The forum is scheduled
for March 19, at Super
Clubs Brezes Resort. 
Presentations are antic-

ipated from a number of
private sector businesses,
inlcuding Chirstopher J

Burgess, Project Manager
of Rocky Mountain
Institute, Carbon War
Room in the US, Pai
Farmer founder of Easy
Car Sales adn Stephen
Bereaux CEO of URCA. 

BY LICEC BASTIAN
Journal Staff Writer
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Chamber To Host
5th Energy Forum

Data Security
For Consumers 
As the world becomes
more digital, there is a
greater concern for pro-
tection of personal data
when it comes to the use
of smart products. 
Keeping personal

information like address-
es, National Insurance
numbers and bank infor-
mation from hackers, is
becoming a growing con-
cern for consumers in the
digital world. 
For this reason, the

Ministry of Labour's Triad
Group, which includes the
Consumer Protection
Commission (CPC), in
celebrating World
Consumer Rights Week,
and will embark on edu-
cating the public on  data
security. 
During a press confer-

ence to announce the
CPC's week of activities,
which began yesterday,
CPC Research Officer,
Lavade Darling, said that
the Data Commission will
be a part of the slate of
activities, bringing a bet-
ter awareness of where
the country is in protect-
ing consumers data. 
Mr. Darling said with

this year's World
Consumer Rights Day
focus on the theme
"Trusted Smart Products",
its an amalgamation of
past themes beginning
from 2017. 
"The theme really

began in 2017; it's a
development of previous

themes. In 2017 we had
"Building a Digital World
That Consumers Can
Trust".  In 2018 it was
"Making Digital
Marketplaces Fairer. 
"The international

movement has really been
focusing on the digital
revolution, digital prod-
ucts, smart products actu-
ally for the past three
years. 
"The major concern as

it relates to smart products
is that they are connected
by default.  Automatically
your smart watch, auto-
matically your smart T.V.
your smart phone, they
automatically connect to
to the internet. 
Not only are they con-

necting to the internet,
they are talking to one
another;   it's called the
internet of things. So, the
concerns really about data
security, who are they
talking to? who is your
data being shared with?"
Mr. Darling said. 
As companies like BPL

and Water  and  Sewerage
are set to go paperless-
leaving everything to the
worldwide web- there is
skepticism with making
purchases and or pay-
ments online using credit
cards. Mr. Darling said it
is also a concern of the
international movement. 
"It's a major consumer

protection issue when
talking about data protec-
tion, security of your
data.  The data belongs to
you, that's your personal
information. 

"Smart phones now,
they contain a lot of infor-
mation, they have all of
your digital information,
they have all your finan-
cial information, your per-
sonal information, all of
that information is actual-
ly stored in your smart
products. 
"The threat begins

when a hacker hacks into
your smart watch, because
it does not have the secu-
rity mechanism of your
smart phone but because
that watch is connected to
the other connected items
in your home it presents a
possible security breach
or security threat. 
"That's what the inter-

national movement is
actually concerned
about," Mr. Darling said. 
The Bahamas joins the

world in celebrating
World Consumer Rights
week, March 11 - 15. 
According to

Executive Director of
Consumer Protection
Commission and
Chairman of World
Consumer Rights Week,
Ricardo Deveaux, the
week will be used to high-
light the real impact of the
digital world, as well as
geared towards highlight-
ing how important it is to
put consumers needs and
wants at the heart of the
development of digital
products and services.
"From smart phones,

and meters to wearable
fitness trackers, voice

BY LICEC BASTIAN
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 3...
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Minister Campbell addresses Round
Table on Good Practices and Policies
UNITED NATIONS,
New York -- The
Government of The
Bahamas believes that
good practices and poli-
cies are those that are con-
sistent, innovative and
comprehensive, Minister
of Social Services and
Urban Development, the
Hon. Frankie A. Campbell
said on Monday, March
11, 2019.

Addressing a
Ministerial Round Table
on “Good practices and
policies for the design,
provision and implemen-
tation of social protection
systems, public services
and sustainable infrastruc-
ture including for the pro-
motion of women’s repre-
sentation in various sec-
tors and all levels,”
Minister Campbell out-

lined a number of initia-
tives the Government of
The Bahamas has under-
taken through his ministry
and its many Departments
and Divisions, and in col-
laboration with the coun-
try’s many non-govern-
mental organizations, to
meet objectives.
“We are satisfied that

good practices and poli-
cies are those that are con-

sistent and so our efforts
are, and have been geared
towards ensuring that
there are long term imple-
mentation plans and bene-
fits,” Minister Campbell
said.
“We also believe that

good practices are those
that are innovative. Those
that will cause and allow
us to think out of the box
in terms of funding which

is usually an impediment
to women and girls, par-
ticularly those in the more
rural areas, to become
empowered and to be able
to live out their dreams
per se.
“Additionally, good

practices and policies
have to be comprehensive
in nature and in order for
them to be comprehen-
sive, we must hear from

our stakeholders and so
we have gone out and
have held various discus-
sions and consultations
with our stakeholders and
non-governmental organi-
zations to ensure that as
many voices come to the
fore to ensure that we can
implement as comprehen-
sive a programme as pos-
sible.”
Minister Campbell said

4 Minister of Social Services and Urban Development, the Hon. Frankie A.
Campbell meets with officials from the National Women’s Advisory Council prior
to the start of the Ministers Round Table held on Monday (March 11, 2019) at

the United Nations Headquarters in New York. Pictured (at left) is: Coralie
Adderley, NWAC President and J. Denise Lewis-Johnson, NWAC Member. 

(BIS Photo/Matt Maura)

officials at the Ministry of
Social Services and
Urban Development have
been working diligently
to expand public/private
partnerships while closely
working with the coun-
try’s non-governmental
organizations – quite a
number of whom are
included in The
Bahamas’ delegation to
the Sixty-Third Session
of the Commission on the
Status of Women
(CSW63).
“We have nurtured

those partnerships to the
extent that we are now
working towards having
the various groups focus
on a particular subject
matter to avoid duplica-
tion of efforts,” Minister
Campbell said.
“We realize that there

must be inclusion. There

are many minority groups
that for a very long time,
have not had a voice and
so we seek, through our
NGOs that we have part-
nered with – and whom
we have given some
financial assistance to
albeit limited based on
resources, but to show the
commitment - to ensure
that they are able to cause
those voices that are not
ordinarily heard, to have
an opportunity to be
heard.
“We also realize that

best practices must be
connected to
Development Goals both
locally, regionally and
internationally. Goals that
are led by the
Government and so as the
Minister, I have sought to
act as that liaison between
my NGOs, my

Department (Department
of Gender and Family
Affairs, Ministry of
Social Services and
Urban Development) and
the Cabinet of The
Bahamas, to ensure that
as we plan, there is con-
sideration - particularly
for the financial needs -
so that these goals can be
met.
“The best practices are

those practices that are
shared. Anything that is
kept to oneself, is not so
good because only you
know about it and so we
are currently engaged in
the dissemination of
information and are about
to launch a series of pub-
lic service announcement
so that persons will know
what is available and how
they can be accessed,”
Minister Campbell added.

activated assistance, smart
TV’s and smart security
systems, Apps usage and
privacy, many of the prod-
ucts we use are increas-
ingly becoming connected
by default. 
"The Ministry of

Labour, Triad Group,
which includes Consumer
Protection Commission,
Bahamas Bureau of
Standards and Quality and
Consumer Affairs Unit
(Price Control), have part-
nered with the Utilities
Regulation and

Competition Authority
(URCA), Data
Commission, BPL, Water
and Sewerage
Corporation, BTC, Aliv,
Security Systems
International and Kraven
Bahamas to assist us dur-
ing the week in exhibiting
various products and serv-
ices. 
"We understand what

consumers want and need
from a connected world
and will continue to
emphasize the importance
of consumers having
access to digital products
and services that they can

trust," Mr. Deveaux
said.  
Also During this week,

Business and Commerce
students in various junior
and senior schools will
get first hand knowledge
through presentations on
consumer education
awareness and smart
products. 
A special ceremony

and exhibition at the Mall
at Marathon is scheduled
for Wednesday and will
lead the way to World
Consumer Rights Day
which will be celebrated
on Friday March 15. 

Data Security
For Consumers 
gg Continued from / PAGE 2...
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offered by the Hotel
Corporation. 
“We are now learning

that a settlement for man-
agers who wish to depart
the resort is being arbitrat-
ed by the Industrial
Tribunal in Grand
Bahama, and the volun-
tary separation involved
in this tranche of layoffs
will cost taxpayers $3-$5
million.
“This is in addition to

the more than $3 million
already paid to separated
line staff, plus a reported
$3.5 million for renova-
tions.
“We can add to that

amount the $30 million in

cash paid to Hutchison
upfront for the hotel
before the sale was com-
pleted.
“Added to that amount

is the reported $35 million
mortgage the government
has executed with
Hutchison, and the associ-
ated closing costs of the
sale.
“On top of that is the

running total of govern-
ment subsidized operating
costs for the hotel, at last
estimation by the govern-
ment to be just shy of $2
million per month.
“Since we do not know,

and the Minister of
Finance is yet to say, we
should probably place that
amount at around $14 mil-
lion, ” said Mr. Coope.

He added that the min-
ister must say whether this
is accurately reflected in
government expenditure
in a mid-year budget on
which the government has
suppressed debate.
He  said that now is the

time for the Minister of
Finance to disclose the
cost of this entire ordeal. 
“What exactly is the

cost so far? How many tax
dollars, exactly, are we
projected to spend before
the sale closes?
“While the Minister of

Finance is at it, we also
ask that he states how
many bidders for the pur-
chase of the hotel have
signed non-disclosure
agreements versus the
number of bidders who

have actually submitted
proposals.
“What it the revised

timeline for the sale? It
seems clear that even the

last date guessed at by the
government will not be
met,” said the Deputy
leader of  the PLP.
He further opined that

the lack of transparency
and accountability are a
breach of trust by Dr.
Minnis and the FNM.
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EU Still Evaluating Bahamas
laundering convictions. 
As a result of the

demand, the Attorney
General  wrote the
European Union, high-
lighting convictions car-
ried out in The Bahamas.
According to the Mr.
Bethel, 40 persons were
taken before the courts on
money laundering
charges, with 20 of them
being convicted between
2016 and the end of 2018. 
Mr. Bethel  stated that

millions of dollars have
been confiscated as a
result and pumped into the
confiscated assets fund. 
While appearing as a

special call in guest on
Love 97's Issues of the
Day, yesterday and in a
direct response to the let-
ter sent by the Attorney
General  to the EU, the
Coordinator on the
Economic and Monetary
Affairs Committee for the
Greens Group, Giegold,
acknowledged that the
conviction figures were
not a part of the
Commission's evaluation
exercise, but that they will
be taken into account. 
However, beyond this,

Giegold said there are
quite a number of issues
that still have to be
addressed, all of which
Bahamian officials are

aware of.   
"This evaluation from

December 2018 is only an
evaluation of the law.
What we actually need is
actual implementation
across the board of these
issues. 
"What is of course of

particularly disturbing is
that police authorities in
our member states are
saying when they asked
for [precise] information
on beneficial owners of
companies and other enti-
ties established in The
Bahamas, they regularly
didn't get sufficient
responses. 
"But [what] we need to

see is the real implemen-

tation of the changes
which have been made,
which I acknowledge, are
up to the global stan-
dards" Mr. Giegold said. 
Further, also despite

the fact that one of the
Attorney General's argu-
ments is that the
Organization for
Economic Co-operation
and Development
(OECD) and the
Financial Action Task
Force (FATF) praised The
Bahamas for the progress
made fighting money
laundering, Mr. Giegold
said The Bahamas must
still make a choice of
whether it wants to be a
normal financial center

cleaning up across the
board or only adapting to
certain outside pressures. 
When asked by the

show's host, Wendall
Jones, about criticisms
made that the EU contin-
ues to shift the goal posts,
Mr. Giegold said that is
not the objective. 
"I can only say clearly

that of course the world
of global financial mar-
kets have changed dra-
matically. 
"When we spoke about

tax evasion and money
laundering 30 years ago,
it was done differently
than today. So, for
instance it is very clear
that the whole issue or

crypto currencies will
become a centerpiece of
new standards. 
"This issue is so far not

seriously addressed,  but
it's a global threat to
security and has to be
addressed; not only in
your country, globally so
the standards will devel-
op and they will sharp-
en", Mr. Giegold said.  
Prior to Mr. Giegolds

comments on the talk
show, Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of
Finance, Peter Turnquest
revealed that The
Bahamas avoided this
round of the dreaded
blacklist.

The Opposition demands answers on Grand Lucayan

Bishop Supports Capital 
ment.
It is a matter of how it

can be administered and
he is  leaning on the side
of lethal injection.
Bishop Fernander said,

“If the law is on the book
and if the person fits the
category and has gone
through all of the appeals,
I am always one for
clemency. 
“As we are seeing

today the system can be
skewed towards those
who have money and
those who do not have
money and these things
should be taken very seri-
ously and it should be the
last resort.”   
The Christian Council

President’s comments fol-
low those of Executive
Director of “Together
Against the Death
Penalty” Raphael Chenuil-
Hazan, who recently urged
the Minnis-administration
to break away from the
death penalty as well as
what he called the fake
solidarity that seems to be
preventing The Bahamas

from becoming an aboli-
tionist state.
Mr. Chenuil- Hazan

also believed keeping the
law and not using it is a
bad practice. Bishop
Fernander thinks such
comments are misguided. 
“I think he is far

removed from the
Caribbean and when he
comes to The Bahamas
and begins those conversa-
tions,  he will see the real-
ity that on the ground it
isn’t fake, there is a seri-
ous support for the death
penalty in the Bahamas. 
“Now some may be

moving away from hang-
ing and more towards a
calling for lethal injection,
but the laws will have to
be changed for that to take
place.  I believe when he
comes to The Bahamas,
that it’s not fake, there is a
real support for the death
penalty, “ said Bishop
Fernander. 
Then there are the con-

cerns of international bod-
ies possibly shunning The
Bahamas for using the
death penalty. To that,
Bishop Fernander said

small developing coun-
tries like The Bahamas
tend to be bullied.
“They haven’t really

found the secret to work-
ing with third world
nations, which is educa-
tion, coming along,
empowering, getting
involved in the societies;
that’s how you change
mindsets, that’s how you
change a nations view of
something.
“It’s not coming in like

that bully in the classroom
that puts you in the class-
room and say give me
your lunch money or else
we’re going to beat you;
and that’s always the stick
they hold over us.
“They say we’re going

to cut you out of this if you
don’t sign this and I think
the temperature in The
Bahamas has changed
tremendously towards
international organiza-
tions,” he said.   
David Mitchell was the

last man executed in The
Bahamas in 2000.
Mitchell was convicted of
killing two German
tourists.

Gov’t Fights To Protect Financial Sector
improve the country’s
financial sector, but by the
same token, there’s still a
lot to be done.
“Now we move into

the implementation phase
of all of the legislation
that we’ve put in place
which is going to require
a significant effort form a
number of parties as well
as from industry.
“However, as we have

demonstrated the whole
of 2018, we are up to the
challenge and we are
committed to doing what
we have to do to ensure
that the financial services
industry is in fact protect-
ed,” Minister Turnquest
said. 
As for concerns that

the EU will continue to
add even more financial
restrictions, the Minister
accepts that this is a very
dynamic environment

that’s always changing.
“As the evolution of

transactions and financial
services products come
about,  there are different
standards that come up  to
operate those kinds of
developments.  I think it
would be reasonable to
expect that there will be
further requirements as
we go along.
“Again the important

thing is that the Bahamas
is at the table and we are

participating in the dis-
cussions and are keeping
abreast of the develop-
ments and not allowing
ourselves to fall behind
like we did in the past,”
said Mr. Turnquest. 
The government plans

to bring additional legis-
lation to comply with EU
standards.
The Bahamas

Financial Services Board
is equally pleased The
Bahamas has not been

included on the list of
non-cooperative tax juris-
dictions.
Through a public pri-

vate sector working
group, the industry has
provided input to policy
makers with respect to
the business implications
of the various measures.
This has led to several

pieces of legislation
being passed - namely the
compendium passed in
December.

The BFSB as well as
the Association of
International Banks and
Trust  Companies
pledged their support of
the government,  taking
the necessary steps to
avoid adverse impact to
The Bahamas as an inter-
national financial centre
and to pursue initiatives
that position the jurisdic-
tion for sustainable
growth and development.
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