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Fiscal Strategy 
To Bring Order

he Deputy Prime
Minister and
Minister of
Finance, Peter

Turnquest has announced
a strategy to put check
and balances  in the fiscal
affairs of the country. 
Leading the debate for a
resolution to accept the
2018 Fiscal Strategy
Report – a public docu-
ment that guides the cre-
ation of the annual budget
in the House of Assembly,
Mr. Turnquest said the
strategy is essentially
about restoring order to
public finances.
“When we get our fis-

BY JAMEELHA MISSICK
Journal Staff Writer
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4 Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Finance the Hon. Peter Turnquest (far right) speaks on access to
capital from the Small Business Development Centre (SBDC) during a press conference at the House of

Assembly, Wednesday, February 6, 2019.  Also pictured from left: Geoffrey Andrews, Chairman, SBDC and
Marlon Johnson, Financial Secretary. (BIS Photo/Derek Smith)

CONFLICTING
MESSAGES ON
VENEZUELA

The   policy of  the
Bahamas on the crisis in
Venezuela is unclear to
many, as  Prime Minister
Dr. Hubert Minnis  has
sent a letter confirming
that the Bahamas will not
interfere in the internal
affairs of another country.
However, recently the
Bahamas  voted in a

BY LEAH COOPER
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 4...

M A N  D I E S  I N
POLICE SHOOTING
A police involved shoot-
ing yesterday claimed the
life of one man off of Joe
Farrington Road. 
According to Assistant

Commissioner of Police
Solomon Cash, sometime
after 1:25 pm police
launched a man hunt

operation in the area to
locate a wanted suspect. 
The suspect was said to

be wanted by the police
force for  a number of vio-
lent crimes. 
Mr. Cash said, “the

officers went in separate
directions behind the
houses in this shanty town
when they encountered
the suspect.”

He added that during
the time the officer
approached the suspect,
who identified himself,
the suspect produced a
long blade silver knife;
and attacked the officer. 
“The officer in a strug-

gle with the suspect was
trying to disarm the sus-

BY LEAH COOPER
Journal Staff Writer
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HAITIAN SHIPWRECK
DEATH TOLL RISES

The Haitian Government
and Haitian Pastors
League anticipate that the
29 Haitians who lost their
lives in a tragic boating
accident last weekend will
be buried by this week-
end. 
The death toll has risen

to 29 after another two

bodies were retrieved
from waters in Abaco on
Tuesday. 
Officials from the

Royal Bahamas Defence
Force said one of the bod-
ies was found near the
wreckage, the other near
the entrance of the har-
bour. 
Haitian Pastors League

President, Dr. Jean Paul
Charles, confirmed with
this Journal that among

the dead was the boat’s
captain. 
“We want to get the

bodies to Nassau to have
the burial [here]. 
“We are working as fast

as we can to see if we can
bury them over the week-
end. 
“We will probably have

to [also] do Sunday after-
noon. I already got the

BY LICEC BASTIAN
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 4...

NEW PROGRAM FOR
ENTREPRENEURS

Owners of micro, small
and medium sized busi-
ness now have millions of
dollars in financial back-
ing to pump into their
companies.
It was annoouced  dur-

ing the last budget debate
that  the government allo-
cated $5.5 million for the

cause, with the small busi-
ness development backing
it up with another $3.5
million for a total $9 mil-
lion.
While the program is

designed specifically for
young Bahamians,
Deputy Prime Minister
and Finance Minister
Peter Turnquest said
access to capital does not
discriminate on the basis

of age. The only require-
ment is that the applicant
must be Bahamian.
“The program is open

to any participant, the
only restriction or part of
the program that we target
more towards that 40 and
under is the grant pro-
gram. 
“So, if persons that are

BY BERTHONY MCDERMOTT
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 3...

MINISTRY ADDRESSING
SCHOOL CONCERNS

The  Ministry of
Education  is  revamping
the physical plant of the
many schools throughout
the country.
This  comes on the

heels of efforts to address
another mold situation –
this time at CW Sawyer
Primary School.
“We have been work-

ing  assiduously   to

address that,” says  Mr.
Donovan Turnquest, the
Deputy Permanent
Secretary who is responsi-
ble for the physical plant.
“ I mean the entire physi-
cal system of the ministry
met yesterday with the
teachers sought their con-
cerns and address those
concerns. 
“We have been work-

ing on the campus
addressing whatever the
issues are,  and that is an

ongoing process at the
moment,” he said.  
There are also reports

of mold in Black Point
Exuma , which the minis-
ter said is also being
addressed.
He said, “the Black

Point School is also being
addressed and has been
addressed. The facilities
manager went there and

BY BERTHONY MCDERMOTT
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 4...
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MINISTRY OF 
NATIONAL SECURITY

The Bahamian Government in collaboration with the United States
Embassy (Nassau) invites all qualified persons who are interested in
applying for a four-year degree scholarship at the United States

Coast Guard Academy in Connecticut, United States, to submit their
applications to the Royal Bahamas Defence Force Headquarters,

Coral Harbour Base by 31st January, 2019.

To qualify, applicants must:

Be a Bahamian citizen•
Be between the ages of 17-22 years old•
Be unmarried and with no dependents•
Be willing to serve in the Royal Bahamas Defence Force for a•
minimum of five years on completion.
Must be physically fit•
Must be able to swim•
Have SAT scores of 600 in both Math and English (or ACT •
minimum o 26 in Mathematics and 27 in English).•
Have a high school diploma•
Possess excellent English skills•

Bachelor’s Degree Programs are offered in:

Civil Engineering•
Cyber Systems•
Electrical Engineering•
Naval Architecture•
Operations Research•
Marine and Environmental Sciences•
Government•
Mechanical Engineering•
Management•

Deadline for submission of application is 31st January, 2019.

Deadline for registration for SAT examination is 8th February, 2019
foe the 9th March, 2019 test date (results from March test are only
accepted if results from previous test are received by 1st March,

2019).

Students may register at:
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/register/international

The USCGA code number for the SAT exam is 5807.

Deadline for ACT registration is 11th January, 2019 for 8th February,
2019 test date.

Students can register at https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-
and-services/the-act-non-us.html

The USCGA code number for the ACT exam is 0600.

Applicants can make application to sit the SAT/ACT at local SAT
Centers in New Providence as follows:  Aquinas College, St.
Andrew’s School, St. Anne’s School, The University of The
Bahamas, Government High School and Queen’s College.

For further information, please contact the Royal Bahamas Defence
Force Human Resource Officer, Lieutenant Commander Michael

Hanna at telephone 362-3705 or 362-3711 or via email at 
michaelhanna@rbdf.gov.bs or visit the website www.rbdf.gov.bs

UNITED STATES COAST GUARD (USCG)
ACADEMY 4 YEAR MILITARY DEGREE 

PROGRAM

Campbell: Foulkes to help guide Social
SERVICES LEGISLATIVE AGENDA
Minister of Social Services
and Urban Development,
the Hon. Frankie Campbell
welcomed newly appoint-
ed Parliamentary Secretary
in the Ministry of Social
Services and Urban
Development, Mr. Michael
Foulkes “into the Social
Services family”
Wednesday.
Minister Campbell

applauded Mr. Foulkes’
appointment, adding that
the pair are: “both commit-
ted to the work of the gov-
ernment in the best inter-
ests of the Bahamian peo-
ple.”

“With those similar
characteristics and attrib-
utes, I am satisfied that we
are going to do well for the
people of The Bahamas,”
Minister Campbell added.
The pair were joined by

Permanent Secretary in the
Ministry of Social
Services and Urban
Development, Ms.
Sherrylee Smith.
Minister Campbell said

officials will rely on one of
Mr. Foulkes’ many
strengths – that of being an
Attorney-at-Law -- to help
guide and drive the
Government of The

Bahamas’ commitments to
a number of key pieces of
legislation as they relate to
the Ministry of Social
Services and Urban
Development, its
Departments and
Divisions.
“We discussed what I

believe at this time is the
more urgent role that needs
to be filled which falls
aptly in line with one of
the many skills
Parliamentary Secretary
Foulkes possesses and that
is of being an Attorney-at-
law to help us with the
weaknesses or the non-

existence of certain pieces
of legislation,” Minister
Campbell said.
“Without hesitation, pri-

mary amongst them are the
Regulations to support the
Persons with Disabilities
Act  2014, and legislation
regarding Older Persons
and Urban Renewal that
need to be addressed.
“We also have a num-

ber of Conventions that
we, as a country, are
Signatory to and you
would find in many
instances that there may
be lapses. That is our
starting point,” Minister

Campbell added.
P a r l i a m e n t a r y

Secretary Foulkes said he
was excited about the
opportunity to play a role
“in such important work,
and such an important
Ministry.”
“First of all I want to

thank Prime Minister, Dr.
the Most Honourable
Hubert A. Minnis, for
appointing me to this
position and for giving me
the opportunity to work
with such an important
Ministry and the various
Departments, and to work
directly with the hon-

ourable Minister, Frankie
Campbell, who is making
best efforts to improve life
for the most challenged
persons amongst us, our
Brothers and sisters,” Mr.
Foulkes said.
“I am here to assist as

best as I can in this most
important function with
regard to the legislation,
because at the end of the
day, that is what it is about
for all of us. We are here
to deliver for the
Bahamian people. By the
Grace of God we will all
do well,” Parliamentary
Secretary Foulkes added.
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Fiscal Strategy 
cal affairs in order, we
create room for spending
to be used for capital
needs, such as infrastruc-
ture, that creates jobs for
individuals and not just
created jobs, but real
jobs,” he said.
“In fact, a three-year

capital expenditure plan is
currently in the works,
that seeks to take a hard
look at capital projects
that are already devel-
oped, those in the
pipeline, and those not yet
developed to see how best
we can accommodate
them in our medium-term
plan,” he added.
“With the aim of gar-

nering fruitful, and sus-
tainable improvements in
national productivity and
economic growth.”
The  Deputy  Prime

Minister said the govern-
ment’s approach to
enhancing fiscal responsi-
bility, both in legislative
terms as well as in con-
crete terms was first
exemplified by its actions
in the 2018/19 budget. 
“The fiscal plan laid

out in the 2018/19 Budget
Communication contains
the concrete measures
needed to secure the elim-
ination of the fiscal deficit
by 2020/21 and to put the
debt burden on a clear
downward track to more
sustainable levels,” he
said.
“And, in order to

secure these fiscal gains,
we developed and intro-
duced the Fiscal
Responsibility Act, that
came into effect on
October 1st of last year,”
he added.
“The Act provides a

strong, depoliticized insti-
tutional framework for
fiscal policy—so as to
ensure that no future
Government ever again
engages in flagrant irre-
sponsible fiscal practices
that could once more
threaten the future pros-
perity of our nation. 
“To this end, the Act

contains legally binding
fiscal rules that place
limits on the annual fiscal
balance and the debt-to-
GDP ratio.”       
However, Minister

Turnquest, said the Fiscal
Responsibility Act pro-
vides for regular and
explicit fiscal reporting
for public and parliamen-
tary scrutiny and also an
independent mechanism
for assessment of compli-
ance with the fiscal
responsibility principles
and objectives and for the

provision of advice.
“The Act provides for

the establishment of an
independent, private sec-
tor Fiscal Responsibility
Council (FTC) that will
be responsible for assess-
ing the Government’s
compliance with the gen-
eral principles, fiscal
responsibility principles
and fiscal objectives of
the Act and advising on
fiscal and budgetary mat-
ters of the Government,”
he said.
“The Fiscal

Responsibility Council is
to be established in July
2019, in time to review
and assess the 2019/20
Budget. 
“I fully expect it to be

a very active and con-
structive participation in
the fiscal strategy review
process beginning with
the second Fiscal

Strategy Report in
November 2019.”
The Deputy Prime

Minister added that in
order to enhance fiscal
transparency and
accountability on a time-
lier basis, the govern-
ment has also initiated
the publication of quar-
terly fiscal performance
reports, with the most
recent report—the sec-
ond of its kind—having
been published last week
for the first half of the
2018/19 fiscal year.
Meantime, Opposition

Deputy Leader, Chester
Cooper said while the
Progressive Liberal Party
supports the ideal of fis-
cal responsibility, the
government is simply,
running out of time.
“You wasted all our

time in here with legisla-
tion like the Commercial

Enterprises Bill that has
not brought any tangible
results to this economy,”
he said.
“You wasted time

playing politics, calling
the PLP corrupt in budget
speeches; calling the
entire country corrupt on
the international stage,
instead of concentrating
on lowering the unem-
ployment rate, and focus-
ing on economic growth,
you wasted time,” he
added.
“Now you want to

drag your gaze away
from what you said was
the number one,
two, three, four, five
problem in the country:
corruption.”
Meantime, Englerston

MP, Glenys Hanna-
Martin said the debate
should not  have even
taken place. 

M A N  D I E S  I N
POLICE SHOOTING

N E W  P R O G R A M  F O R

pect. However,  the offi-
cer being I fear for his
life, produced his service
revolver and shot the sus-
pect several times, which
caused him to succumb
to his injuries.”, he said. 
Mr. Cash also told

reporters on the scene
that the deceased is sus-
pected to be between the
ages of 20-25 and of both

Bahamian and Haitian
descent.
Amid growing public

concern last year  of 11
police involved shoot-
ings,  Mr. Cash said, “If a
matter is brought to the
police  attention, if a sus-
pect is wanted for any
crime and the police has
reason to go and arrest
them, if these suspects
are violently attacking
the police ,producing

weapons that can result
in the death of an officer,
officers know from their
training that if they are in
fear for their life, they
will use their revolver or
pistol to protect them-
selves from any harm.”
Considering the

amount of criminal activ-
ity in the area, the ACP
said residents can expect
a sweep in the near
future. 

older than that,  have an
idea the joint venture capi-
tal fund is still open to
them, The Bahamas
Development Bank is still
open to them and depend-
ing upon the lending poli-
cies of the financial institu-
tions, they are still open to
them. 
“The government will

still provide support to all
of those structures for any
qualified existing entrepre-
neur or new entrant,” he
said.
The minister explained

that the access capital pro-
gram will entail the follow-

ing: 
First - government guar-

anteed loans; entrepreneurs
will now need far less - if
any – personal collateral to
qualify for a small business
loan.
Second, impoverished

young Bahamians will
receive immediate seed
money to pump into their
business and third, busi-
ness owners will receive
access to money from
investors in exchange for a
small share in the compa-
ny.
“We’re not just handing

out  money, we are ensur-
ing that businesses have the
necessary tools and support

they need to be successful.
After all, this is not our
money.
“This money is accessed

through the SBDC’s struc-
tured training and business
advisory program, which
was set up with an inde-
pendent governance struc-
ture, so that persons do not
have to come through
politicians to get approval,
and that is important as it is
one of the most important
pillars of this program,” he
said.   
Considering  the

demand for capital is high,
the government plans to
invest $25 million over a
five-year period.
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CONFLICTING MESSAGES 
O N  V E N E Z U E L A

meeting of the
Organization of
American States to sup-
port the appointment of
that country’s Opposition
Leader Juan Guaido to
become the interim

President of Venezuela.
Former Foreign

Affairs Minister Fred
Mitchell noted that such
a move went against
CARICOM’s consensus
on the matter.
Prime Minister Minnis

in a letter to the Secretary

General of Caricom this
week noted  that The
Bahamas “remains com-
mitted to the principles of
non-intervention, peace-
ful dialogue, pacific reso-
lution of disputes,
democracy, the rule of
law and the protection of

human rights.”
He further stressed

that establishing a
timetable to implement
concrete measures to end
political instability in
Venezuela and address
the well documented
human suffering of its

people must be the con-
ference’s primary objec-
tive.
However, to Senator

Mitchell, it appears the
country’s foreign policy
is “mixed up like conch
salad”.
On one hand, he said

The Bahamas interferes
with the internal affairs
of another country and on
the other, it notes that it
doesn’t believe in doing
so.
Mr Mitchell chalked it

up to a “pathetic state of
affairs.”

HAITIAN SHIPWRECK DEATH

MINISTRY ADDRESSING 

auditorium on
Carmichael Road,
Enoch Beckford
Auditorium. 
“We just pray that

everything will be in,
the type of coffin, to see

what the morgue will do
to see if we can bury
them. 
“But we are working

very hard right now to
see what we can do by
Sunday,” Dr. Paul
Charles said.   
Dr. Paul Charles  con-

firmed that 18 survivors
of the tragic accident
have since been turned
over to police and
Immigration officials
and are being housed on
the island. 
According to Dr. Paul

Charles, the reported

100 Haitian migrants
were on their way to the
United States, when
their 40-conventional
sailing yacht.
“They don’t have a

navigation system, noth-
ing. 
“After they left Haiti,

the first thing they hit is
Bahamian waters. Since
the boat could not go
further than that, wher-
ever they could  dock,
this is what the captain
did. And it’s a violation
of Bahamian law and US
law,” Dr. Paul Charles

said.   
A joint search and

recovery effort opera-
tion is being conducted
in the nearby areas as
authorities continue
investigations into
this tragic incident.

did the scope of work
along with the Ministry of
Works and we have
already contracted some-
body to take care of those

issues definitely.  
The Education Minister

also at the time indicated
that he is still awaiting
reports from the police,
teacher and students
involved in an altercation

at CH Reeves Junior
High.
In the meantime, the

Ministry claims it is  push-
ing ahead with imple-
menting the teachers’ sug-
gestions on how best to

ensure safety on the
Robinson Road campus.
Minister Lloyd said,

“those are being aggres-
sively implemented as we
speak right now, a lot of it
has to do with sensitiza-

tion, as well as of course
training and a reminder of
why we are on our school
campuses both for the
learning and teaching
process, but we are here to
make sure that our teach-

ers, our students and
everybody else are safe
and protected.”  
The CH Reeves inci-

dent follow a similar one
at the CV Bethel High
School last month.
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