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DEFENCE MAKES “NO
CASE SUMBISSION” IN
SMITH’S TRIAL

oted Jamaican
Defence lawyer
K. D. Knight
made a  “No case

to answer submission” in
the Frank Smith  bribery
and extortion case in the
Magistrates Court yester-
day.

Appearing before
Chief Magistrate Joyann
Ferguson-Pratt, the
Queens Counsel argued
that under the Penal code
under which Smith is
charged, “ a public officer
must make the demand
for bribery and extortion

N

PM CALLS EU MEETING CONSTRUCTIVE

4 From left: Stephen Coakley Wells, advisor to the Minister of Finance;
Attorney General Sen. the Hon. Carl Bethel; Prime Minister, Dr. the Most

Hon. Hubert Minnis; and Viana Gardiner, COO, PMDU.

Authorities
C r a c k i n g

Down On
Air Hackers

Prime Minister Doctor
Hubert  Minnis  says his
delegation’s  meeting
with the European
Commission  yesterday
was “very constructive”
“This meeting allowed
The Bahamas to ensure
that the European
Commission clearly
understood the impor-
tance to The Bahamas of
its longstanding relation-
ship with member states
of the European Union, in
particular our trade rela-
tionship under the
Economic Partnership
Agreement.” 

The delegation, which
included Attorney
General Sen. the Hon.
Carl Bethel, met with
Stephen Quest, Director
General of the Directorate

g See page 2...

Authorities are out to
frustrate air hackers as
much as possible in hopes
of further cracking down
on the illegal practice that
could very well end in
death.

Minister of Tourism
and Aviation Dioniso

BY BERTHONY MCDERMOTT
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 4...

4 Tourism Minister
Dionisio D’Aguilar 

(File photo)

g See page 4...

Inmate Escapes From BDC
National Security
Minister Marvin Dames
has  confirmed the
escape of an Inmate from
The Bahamas Department
of Corrections yesterday. 

He also gave the assur-
ance that officers cap-
tured and returned the
escapee almost immedi-

BY BERTHONY MCDERMOTT
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 2...

4 National Security Minister, the Hon. Marvin Dames 
(File photo)

Opposition Questions
PM’s European trip

The financial services
sector is  said to be
extremely nervous about
The Prime Minister lead-

ing talks with officials of
the European commission
in Belgium, while the
official opposition is
questioning the advisabil-
ity  of the trip.

Former Foreign

Affairs Minister Fred
Mitchell  has given rea-
sons why he believes  the
discussions could have
easily been done by a cab-

BY JAMEELHA MISSICK
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 4...

Murder Accused Arraigned
The man allegedly
behind the Majority
Rule late night murder is
on remand at The

Bahamas Department of
Corrections.

Accused of the crime
is 30-year-old, James
Thompson of Pinewood
Gardens.

Police said it was

after 11pm last Thursday
that Joel Russell aka
Joseph Russell was shot.

Attempts to revive
him were unsuccessful.

BY JAMEELHA MISSICK
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 6...
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BAHAMAS BUSINESS OUTLOOK TO
ADDRESS CRITICAL NATIONAL ISSUES 
Bahamas Business
Outlook (BBO), the
country’s premier eco-
nomic conference, will
feature an impressive list
of speakers addressing
issues which have domi-
nated national headlines
in recent months.
Organizers say that the
goal of each presenter is
to move these national
conversations forward,
revealing solutions and
plans that will shape the
Bahamian economy for
2019 and beyond.

Prime Minister, the
Most Honourable Dr
Hubert Minnis will bring
the keynote address and
is expected to reveal the
government’s plans for
making 2019 an
improved and profitable
year. Graham Whitmarsh,
managing director and
CEO of the National
Health Insurance
Authority will explain
how his agency is trans-
forming local healthcare,
while Zhivargo Laing,
chief negotiator for the
Bahamas’ accession to
the World Trade
Organization, will pro-
vide an update on the
negotiation process.
Marcellus Taylor, acting
director of Education,
will speak to the future of
Bahamian education and
Dave Smith, managing
director of the Bahamas
Development Bank will
explain how his organiza-
tion is a catalyst for eco-
nomic growth.

“These are all impor-
tant topics in the public’s
current dialogue. So
we’re pleased that BBO
is a forum that makes sig-

nificant contributions to
national conversations,”
said Joan Albury, presi-
dent of The Counsellors
Limited and chief organ-
izer of Bahamas Business
Outlook. “We guarantee
that this will be our best
ever Bahamas Business
Outlook and we believe
that this year’s theme
ought to become the
mantra for The Bahamas
in 2019. It’s important for
us to really connect
resources, where the pri-
vate and public sectors
work together so that The
Bahamas capitalizes on
every opportunity for
economic growth.”

Under the theme
“Connecting Resources,
M a x i m i z i n g
O p p o r t u n i t i e s :
Transforming the
Bahamas”, the 28th

Annual BBO conference
is on target for its January
17 launch at the Baha
Mar Convention Center. 

The one-day confer-
ence presents diverse and
interesting topics includ-
ing “The Risks &
Rewards of a Family
Owned Business” pre-
sented by Tara and Quinn
Russell of Louis &
Steen’s New Orleans
Coffee House;
“Millennials in the
W o r k p l a c e
#Whycantwegetalong”
with Stacia Williams,
Group Human Resources
Director at Fidelity Bank
and “Player and Coach In
The Visual Arts Industry”
with John Cox, founder
of Popop Studios. 

Mr Cox, who is also
creative arts director at
Baha Mar, said that his

presentation will highlight
how the economy at large
recognizes that creatives
play an integral role in the
country’s economic devel-
opment via collaboration
with local institutions.   

“We’ll look at the kind
of benefits that come as a
result of that attachment
to institutions and the
challenges that come
along with what it means
to be a professional artist.
These are simple ques-
tions that have evolved.
These were the same
questions asked 30 years
ago, but the answers given
back then are not adequate
for today,” Mr. Cox
explained, noting that he
will speak as an ambassa-
dor for artists and cre-
atives who are redefining
their existence. 

“We see a whole lot of

opportunity for growth
and a whole lot of oppor-
tunity to capitalize on
what is in The Bahamas
and look at how we can
develop a platform in this
country to broaden the
definition of who we are
to the world,” he added. 

BBO 2019 will culmi-
nate with three interactive
sessions. Davinia Blair,
executive director of the
recently launched Small
Business Development
Center, will moderate a
session with three entre-
preneurs. Personnel from
the Ministry of Finance
and Department of Inland
Revenue will conduct a
workshop about procuring
business licenses and
other business documen-
tation. The Bahamas
Engineers Architects &
Allied Professionals

(BEAAP) will be featured
in a panel discussion on
industry concerns.

Marcus Laing, architect
and BEAAP secretary,
said that he and fellow
panelists will speak to the
gap that exists between
where The Bahamas is
now and where it should
be in terms of construc-
tion and infrastructure.

Mr Laing explained:
“There are some loop-
holes that the Government
needs to close to increase
their revenue. What we
often don’t realize is that
construction is one of the
main indicators of how
well a country is doing.
We as an organization
have identified that a lot
of opportunities to capture
a lot of business is being
missed. And that affects
the entire economy.” 

Bahamas Business
Outlook 2019 is one of a
seven-island series, which
takes place each year,
covering challenges and
opportunities relating
specifically to each locale.
In addition to New
Providence, the islands
include Abaco, Andros,
the Eleuthera group,
Exuma, Long Island and
Grand Bahama, where the
next Business Outlook
forum will held on
February 21. 

Persons interested in
attending BBO 2019 may
contact Margaret Albury
at The Counsellors
Limited at
malbury@tclbahamas.co
m or at Telephone (242)
322-1000 or register or
online at
www.tclevents.com.

4 (l-r) John Cox, John Cox, founder of Popop Studios and Creative Arts Director at Baha Mar; Joan Albury,
president of The Counsellors Limited and chief organizer of Bahamas Business Outlook (BBO) and Marcus

Laing, architect and BEAAP Secretary speak at a press conference to announce the 28th Annual BBO confer-
ence set for Thursday, January 17.

DEFENCE MAKES “NO CASE SUMBISSION”
under the cover of his
office.”

He said according to
the evidence of the prose-
cution’s key witness
Barbara Hanna, she met
Smith after the contract
was awarded to her. Mr.
Knight said there  were
two limbs to this. The first
limb was that he did not

meet her before her con-
tract. “He would have had
to assist her in getting the
contract, but because he
did not know her, that
negated any possibility of
Smith being able to assist
her in obtaining the  con-
tract.”

On the extortion charge,
Mr. Knight said that Frank
Smith would have had to
make a demand, and there

would have had to be  a
detriment involved, where
Smith would tell her that if
she did not pay him, he
would have pulled the con-
tract.

He said Smith’s term of
office was completed at the
Public Hospitals Authority
and he would have lacked
the authority to terminate
the contract.

Mr. Knight said Smith

lacked “mens rea” ( a
guilty mind or  intention to
commit the crime.) He
told the Magistrate where
there is no coincidence of
the guilty mind and the
guilty act, then there is no
crime.

He criticized the man-
ner in which the prosecu-
tion headed by  Edward
Jenkins, a British Queens
Counsel  handled  the evi-

dence.
Mrs. Ferguson-Pratt

addressing both Counsels,
said  if there is no coinci-
dence of the guilty mind
and the guilty act, she does
not see if the case can go
any further.

Mr. Knight said that he
anticipates that the prose-
cution will say that
Barbara Hanna was mis-
taken when she gave her

evidence.
Smith is accused of

extorting $60,000 from
Hanna, whose Cleaning
Company was given a con-
tract to service the Critical
Care Unit of the Princess
Margaret Hospital when he
was Chairman of the PHA.

The case continues at
10am today when Mr.
Knight will conclude his
submission.

Inmate Escapes From BDC
ately and that the public
has no reason to be con-
cerned. 

“The  matter is under
investigation. It was an
incident that was
addressed almost immedi-
ately after,” he said.

The last attempted
escape at the BDC was in
august 2018.
The Minister also  com-
mented yesterday on ZNS
servers being hacked; a
matter that’s under active
police investigations.

“This particular inci-
dent is something in our
planning that we have

certainly been anticipat-
ing and as an organiza-
tion, we’re working    to
equip the police force on
these types of modern day
challenges,” the minister
said. 

Mr. Dames said they’re
working with internation-
al partners on how best to
address this issue. 

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...
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Luxury P.I. Villas Auction Drawing Int’l Attention 
More than two dozen
high net worth individu-
als or advisors are
expected to arrive in
Nassau tomorrow to pre-
view two luxury water-
front residential proper-
ties on Paradise Island
slated to be auctioned off
later this month. 

Both residences, val-
ued in the millions, are
in a secluded enclave
known as Beach House
Villas. Situated on the
western end of Paradise
Island, each comes with
a pool, dock, fitness
facilities, concierge serv-
ices and the essentials
for living in a movie-
worthy setting of lush
landscaping and total
privacy -- a captain and
private boat at the
owner’s beck and call. 

Because the villas,
one with more than
5,000 square feet, the
other just over 3,000
square feet, are accessi-
ble only by water or on

foot – a hearty hike from
the resorts of Atlantis --
potential bidders and
agents who have
reserved space for the
preview event will be
chauffeured by yacht to
the site for the party on
Wednesday.

They will be treated to
delicacies prepared by a
world-class chef, the
finest champagne and the
opportunity to see what
they or their client can
walk away with the title
to by month end. 

The party is part of the
lead-up to an online auc-
tion. 

On January 29, the
online auction goes live
on the Concierge digital
marketplace and reaches
its peak on January 31
with a live bidding
process at The
Phoenician in Scottsdale,
Arizona, one of that
state’s toniest resorts. 

Villa 1, one of the two
residences up for auc-

tion, is 5,334 square feet
of style and top tier con-
struction materials and
detail. 

Built by world-
renown Brennan Homes
(Toronto, Bermuda,
Palm Beach), it was orig-
inally listed for sale at
$8.495 million. On auc-
tion, it will sell with a $4
million reserve but
Concierge Business
Development executive
Danny Prell thinks the
final bid will be well
above the reserve. 

“It’s hard to find a
more stylishly and beau-
tifully designed home in
a more alluring setting in
The Bahamas,” Prell
said. 

“Paradise Island
remains one of the
hottest high end sales
markets in the Western
Hemisphere because its
offerings are unique and
unparalleled. Where else
can you call home where
you have a resort like

Atlantis with all the
entertainment with
famous celebrities and
athletes, fine dining,
sports, golf, tennis,
swimming, fishing, boat-
ing, gaming, water park,
shopping and spa facili-
ties at your fingertips
and a 10-minute walk
down the beach you are
in your own secluded
luxurious enclave with a
boat and captain await-
ing your call if you want
to go across the harbour
to historic Nassau? This
is the stuff fantasies are
made of.”   

A second villa, slight-
ly smaller in size at
about 3,200 square feet
but also with private
pool, housekeeping,
concierge, gym facilities,
private boat and captain,
will be available on auc-
tion at the same time.
That will go to the high-
est bidder without
reserve. 

That the two villas are

being auctioned instead
of offered through more
traditional marketing
means is an indication of
the expanding role of
specialized auction firms
for high end properties.
Auction specialists like
Concierge Auctions,
explains Prell, focus on
creating and combing
databases for investors
whose appetite for luxu-
ry properties is hearty,
wherever those proper-
ties are. The more stable
the political climate is,
the more secure the
investment environment
is and the greater the
interest is among those
with very deep pockets. 

“The high net worth
individual or sophisticat-
ed corporate entity look-
ing at a multimillion-dol-
lar property in Scottsdale
may also be viewing
properties to be sold at
auction in The Bahamas,
California, New Mexico
or Costa Rico. They are

not like you or me,
searching for a nice 3-
bed, 2-bath home with a
double garage in a quiet
neighbourhood. They are
looking for sound invest-
ment in a safe environ-
ment that affords the
kind of lifestyle that if
you offered it on Airbnb,
the going rate would
start at $15,000 a night.
These are sophisticated
buyers who want to pur-
sue interests in the elite
properties of the world
and that is our specialty.”

By the time HG
Christie signed with the
owner of the two villas
on Paradise Island, and
signed on Concierge for
the auction process, Prell
had a database of 600
names with whom to
share the information.
Many would receive a
phone call or personal
note over the next few
weeks leading up to the
opening of the digital
marketplace.   

4 Two of the five luxurious Beach House Villas in a secluded enclave with all
amenities on the western end of Paradise Island will be offered at auction later
this month. More than two dozen potential buyers or interested investors have
made reservations to attend the preview January 16. H G Christie Ltd. is han-

dling the sale in conjunction with Concierge Auctions. 

4 View of Villa 1, Paradise Island, to be sold at auction January 31 with a
reserve of $4 million.   
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Authorities Cracking Down On Air Hackers
D’Aguilar  expressed  his
views on the matter with
reporters  yesterday
before the  weekly cabi-
net meeting.

This problem which
has been a source of con-

tention for a number of
years and for successive
administrations.

It has been noted
though that the current
Minnis  administration is
making strides to bring
some kind of resolution
to this problem.

Minister D’Aguilar

disclosed  that  the
Director General of the
Civil Aviation Authority
Charles Beneby is close
to rolling out regulations
in this regard.

“Obviously, you don’t
want to completely kill
commerce via air, it’s a
very important compo-

nent of our economy.
“While we want to

ensure that the traveling
public  is  in planes and
piloted by pilots who are
properly licensed and
have all the necessary
qualifications and up to
date paperwork, we do
want to ensure that

everybody is properly
licensed before they fly a
plane for Bahamians
moving within the
islands,” he said.   

Minister D’Aguilar
said he cannot  put a fig-
ure on the exact number
of air hackers in The
Bahamas, but there are

reports of how many
flights a particular plane
makes.

Officials stepped up
the crackdown on air
hackers following last
January’s Andros plane
crash where everyone on
board was killed.

PM CALLS EU MEETING CONSTRUCTIVE
Generale for Taxation and
Customs Union of the
European Commission,
and senior members of his
team. 

The Directorate
Generale is responsible
for the implementation of
taxation policy in the
European Union. 

The parties discussed

the implementation by
The Bahamas of commit-
ments agreed and recently
enacted to further and to
maintain good economic
relations with the
European Union.

Prior delegations of
The Bahamas to the
European Commission
met with senior personnel
and technical teams in the
Directorate Generale.  

Tuesday’s meeting

between the Prime
Minister and the Director
General is part of an ongo-
ing process which includ-
ed prior technical meet-
ings. It provided the
opportunity for the Prime
Minister to reaffirm the
commitments of The
Bahamas at the highest
levels.

The meeting also
allowed the Attorney
General to give an

overview and discuss the
new legislative regime
with the Director
General.

The Director General
welcomed and appreciat-
ed the presence of the
Prime Minister, and the
significant commitment
demonstrated on behalf
of The Bahamas. 

Director General Quest
noted that The Bahamas
and the European

Commission enjoy a pro-
ductive and long-standing
relationship. He encour-
aged and supported ongo-
ing engagement. 

As the head of govern-
ment, the Prime Minister
reaffirmed the
Government’s commit-
ment to the highest level
of the Directorate
Generale.

The discussions with
EU officials led by Prime

Minister Minnis demon-
strates the commitment of
The Bahamas to protect-
ing the financial services
sector, while maintaining
a relevant and competi-
tive position of the sector,
and to take all possible
proactive steps to protect
our national economic
interests. 

The Prime Minister
returns to The Bahamas
today.

Opposition Questions 
PM’s European trip

inet minister or even
recently appointed
Ambassador to Belgium,
Maria O’Brien.

“It makes The
Bahamas look like sup-
plicates, like mendicants
in fact, that we’re going
with our caps in our
hands.

“Because the meeting
from what we can see,
again from the
announcement is not a
prime minister to prime

minister or prime minis-
ter to president level,
it’s a meeting which is
prime minister to offi-
cials who are unnamed,”
he said. 

“And it seems to me
that it makes the country
look rather desperate.

“The fact is,  across
the Caribbean region
there is significant push
back coming from all of
the countries  that have
these financial services
sectors, because what
the Europeans are doing,

they are actually threat-
ening the life blood of
many of the countries
and is certainly threaten-
ing the life blood of this
country.

“The Progressive
Liberal Party has always
supported the financial
services sector and
wants to do what is nec-
essary to protect it; but
at the same time the dig-
nity and sovereignty of
the country has to be
protected as well.”  

Mr. Mitchell added

that in the past, such
high level meetings have
not led to fruitful out-
comes.

“We can’t go and
embarrass ourselves
simply because we think
that this is going to do
something,” he said. 

“The fact is, these
sorts of visits and trips in
the past have not really
born any fruit. 

“Because as fast as
you meet one goal, they
shift the goal post to
something else.

“So we think that it
bears a more reflective
period now as you deter-
mine what you’re going
to do going forward,” he
said.

“And we think that it
needs a common approach
across the Caribbean, a
pan Caribbean approach
as opposed to an individ-
ual going off and acting
on his own,” Mr. Mitchell
said.

The Progressive
Liberal Party (PLP)
Chairman suggests  the

Minister for Trade,
Finance, Foreign Affairs,
The Attorney General or
the Ambassador to
Belgium would have been
better suited to attend such
a meeting.

The talks are focused
on fulfilling the country’s
commitments to the
European Union and how
those commitments will
be implemented by the
financial services sector.

The delegation is
expected back in the
capital  today. 

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...
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Deeply
Troubling!
Our shared life in community can be
bountiful; it can also be brutish and
nasty. But for sure, the fact remains that
where we find filth and squalor, there
also might we find [if only we looked a
bit more closely and keenly] a multi-
tude of opportunities to improve things.

As social animals and also as crea-
tures who can reason we can choose
right over wrong; and for sure, the very
words we choose as we describe a situ-
ation can lead to love or hate!

Here we adduce in evidence some
heady conclusions from our current
TOP COP,  Mr. Anthony Ferguson: “In
any war there are casualties.

But dear brother: Pray tell: Who ever
said that there was some war going on?
By what legal authority justifies this
depiction and brand new appellation for
any of the low-grade thugs and gangster
out-there?

But yet, the fact remains that the
entire social fabric is affected [and
sometimes left torn and sundered when
and wherever the so-called man in the
street loses confidence in men and
women whose job it is to help keep the
peace.

Indeed, one of those matters which
continue to perturb us has to do with
the extent to which circumstances
almost totally beyond the control of this
or that citizen can yet lead to sudden
death for that presumed innocent soul.

And clearly, the same cruel paradox
applies to the life-chances of any num-
ber of children born to indigent parents
who are obliged to live in places that
are unfit for human habitation.

This same kind of unearned hurt is
deeply grounded in situations where [as
report after report reveals] the poor
routinely pay more.

Indeed, there are occasions when the

poor pay with their lives as in those sit-
uations and circumstances where the
police [for whatever set of reasons best
known to them] identify this or that
youth-man as some kind of irregular
soldier engaged in some kind of  war!

In truth, also, there are also those
cases where the perfectly innocent
mother, father or child in caught –as the
killer might say: In the cross-fire.

Helping keep the peace should be the
larger part of a policeman’s duty.

Absolutely none of this can take
place when an ordinary traffic cop can
become the really big man on the block
when he stops a vehicle that is [say
occupied by two men, one a 37-year-
old worker and the other a senior dis-
abled citizen] and in time –at gun-point
both men are spread-eagled; and then
guess what with the pat-down and the
humiliation done with, the armed
police-men apparently believe that they
have done their jobs.

Evidently, they have done nothing of
the sort.

Our fear is that these are the types
who –by their own high-handed treat-
ment of the citizen-encourage not only
active dislike and fear, but also a sense
of wondering what next!

In this regard, it is quite troubling to
note that: Fatal police shootings
increased by 120 percent in the past
year.

Also take note of this startling
police-related factoid: Police reported
killing 11 people in 2018, compared to
five deadly police shootings in 2017.

And, then, that deep crock of pure
war-talk when Police Commissioner
Anthony Ferguson recently said that
police were at war with criminals and
described the extrajudicial killings as
“casualties” of that war.

Time to Rethink the Quiet
Revolution

“There are decades where nothing happens; and there are
weeks where decades happen.” 

--Vladimir Ilyich Lenin

I was a witness to the historic political
and social changes ushered in by
Majority Rule by the election of the
Progressive Liberal Party (PLP) in 1967
and 1968. These were euphoric times;
nothing seemed impossible for
Bahamians to achieve. There was a mas-
sive public works programme which
seemed to go on forever. Much work had
to be done to provide Bahamians with the
schools, clinics, communications, institu-
tions and public buildings which were
denied or underfunded by the Colonial
Government. Yet, that was not enough,
every supporter was clamouring for elec-
tion promises to be kept and delivered;
this was of course impossible.
Nevertheless, an inordinate number of
unreasonable demands became a feature
of the early years of PLP governance.
But, more importantly, qualified [and
politically connected] Bahamians were
given the opportunity to receive training
overseas, many with the aid of govern-
ment scholarships. 

What happened within the “Bonded
Scholarships” programme is interesting
in that it displayed at an early point just
how ungrateful, entitled and irresponsible
some Bahamians were. Indeed, some of
its beneficiaries refused to work in gov-
ernment as agreed; and, when asked to
repay their scholarships in lieu of service
became resentful. Some I am told hold
significant grudges against the PLP even
today. In fact, had the Free National
Movement (FNM) studied the experience
of the PLP and its bonded scholarship
programme, I am sure that their $165 mil-
lion scholarship fund would have been
administered differently.

The twenty-year period after 1968 saw
the creation of a solid middle class,
fuelled by newly minted Bahamian civil
servants, doctors, lawyers, accountants,
engineers and technical apprentices, edu-
cators, bank managers and many other
professions. 

The “Quiet Revolution” had started.
Indeed, it is unquestionable that with-

out majority rule, this new, vibrant, mid-
dle class would not have been possible.
This Bahamian middleclass now resided
in residential areas previously off-limits
to them. Indeed, many of the con-
veyances specifically prohibited the
acquisition of the land by members of the
“coloured race”. This new middle class
joined a small, educated and sophisticat-
ed historic black middle class mostly
located in the eastern end of Nassau. This
established middle class viewed them
[the newcomers] as uneducated, unso-
phisticated blacks, the offspring of slaves
and “jumped up” gardeners, taxi drivers,
“mere plumbers” and labourers.

They also perpetuated the myth that
they were the offspring of “Freemen” and
that leaders were born not made. No
Bahamian progress could change that.
What the government of the time ignored
in its haste to build a better Bahamas by
empowering its citizens was the possibil-
ity of a counter - revolution. One
designed to consign Bahamians once
more to their historical “place” as ser-
vants and labourers and to claw back any
gains made at the expense of an oli-
garchy. 

To quote James Levinson: “the govern-
ment of the day thought that they were
amid a revolution but, as time has shown
The Bahamas was in a state of evolution.
A state of evolution because in time
majority rule would have been achieved
anyway. This was due in part to a
Commission of Inquiry into Gambling in
August 1967. It was being reported that:
“A royal commission of inquiry was well
underway to investigate corruption
charges against members of the former
ruling government in relation to gam-
bling, casino and hotel licensing.  The
star witness was the big man himself, the

former minister of finance and tourism,
Sir Stafford Sands. The goings on in The
Bahamas certainly drew the attention of
the international press and the country
making headlines”. Excerpted from Life
Magazine, 2nd March 1967.

The counter attacks, on the new black,
majority government when they came
was swift and vicious.
Bahamianlogy.com analysed the local
and international newspapers of the day
and concluded that: “Murder and other
forms of violent crime, in the Bahamas,
had historically been a malignant, limited
social problem. That is, until 1967. Prior
to 1967, neighbourhoods and local socie-
ty carried the burden and shame of crimi-
nal activity. Crime had nothing to do with
those in power, the minority-led White
government. If negroes were killing each
other, or robbing each other, or being vio-
lent toward each other, that was their
business. 

However, after 1967, after a negro-led
government came to power, murder had
most definitely become a government
problem”

In any other country that would be the
end of the story but, this is the Bahamas
and drama prevails. By 1968, divisions
had begun to appear in the PLP adminis-
tration. Cecil Wallace-Whitfield a bril-
liant, political mind and an unstinting
supporter of Lynden Pindling was unhap-
py. His budget for the Ministry of
Education had been reduced. He was also
unhappy with the performance of some of
his cabinet colleagues who he considered
incompetent and unprofessional. This led
to his eventual departure in 1970 from the
PLP after the failure of his vote of no-
confidence in Lynden Pindling in which
he was joined by the remnants of the UBP
and eight PLP house members. “The
Pindling – Whitfield adversarial battles,
would come to change the political land-
scape of the Bahamas forever. Their bat-
tle would result in the dissolving of the
UBP and the formation of a new political
party, the FNM, The Free National
Movement”. Bahamianology.com

The problem of course was with the
departure of Wallace - Whitfield and his
supporters, there was an almost insur-
mountable skills deficit in the PLP
administration at a time when these very
skills were urgently required. The PLP
election victory in 1972 and its relentless
move towards Independence in 1973, was
another signal to the counter- revolution-
ary forces that something drastic had to
be done to restore the natural order. There
were just too many prosperous, confident
[uppity] blacks, beginning to manage the
economy and open competing businesses
which the counter- revolutionaries
thought was a threat to the long estab-
lished social and economic order. Attacks
were launched from local and internation-
al media who, reported in excruciating
detail each criminal act perpetrated dur-
ing this period. Some sense of the intensi-
ty of the media campaign to discredit the
new black government can be gleaned
from reporting in Bahamianology.com
which noted:

“When Lynden Pindling formed the
new government in 1967, and took the
country to independence in 1973, he
gained something that he may or may not
have expected. A Watchdog Press! More
than a watchdog, the press stalked his
every move, questioned every action, and
doggedly reported every crime that took
place in the islands. Prior to 1967, local
Nassau newspapers were filled more with
London and international news than local
news. Crime certainly didn’t get bold
print front page headlines. 

After 1967, and certainly after 1973,
every crime became the crime burden of
the government. There were more than a
few in the Bahamas who were still
seething over the push for independence.

Even more were gritting their teeth that
then Premier, now Prime Minister
Lynden Pindling managed to win the
1972 general elections, further cement-
ing the journey to independence while
simultaneously shutting out, the old
governing UBP Party, forever”. 
What came as a surprise to many of the
detractors of the majority government
was that they did not seek revenge nor
nationalise the assets of the oligarchs as
was widely expected. To many, this was
a mistake. They can be forgiven for this
as they misunderstood what they were
observing. What they were observing
was a political revolution, an upheaval
in which the government is replaced, or
the form of government altered, but in

which property relations are predomi-
nantly left intact i.e. a quiet revolution. 

Political revolutions, however,
inescapably set the stage for social rev-
olution in which old property relations
are overturned. Significantly, political
revolutions eventually lose momentum.
This occurs because over time, the com-
promises which must be made to sustain
the system far outweigh the benefits
derived. A revolution which leaves
intact, the economic underpinnings of
an oligarchy or makes it even stronger
and more oppressive must be replaced.
So, political revolution paves the way
for a social revolution; and, when that
happens, there will be nothing quiet
about that!

WARNING SHOT CONTD.

GOT NEWS?
Please call The Bahama
Journal’s News TIP 
LINE at 356-7254 
and let us know!
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The Post-Pindling Era has
introduced a new order in The
Bahamas.  A new political
environment has resulted
from the approach to gover-
nance the three Prime
Ministers who have succeed
him.  In conjunction with new
political environment, there is
a new global environment as
geopolitically the planet is
faced with Trumpism and  the
emergence of  China as an
economic global powerhouse
with an economy which repre-
sents 15% of the global econ-
omy.

Further, the global agenda
has changed from that of the
Cold War Era when Sir
Lynden was Prime Minister.
We now live in an era of glob-
alization which is dominated
by technology and facing the
environmental challenge of
climate change in a backdrop
which is driven by the World
Trade Organization (WTO).

There is also recognition
that The Bahamas has not
fared well so far during global-
ization. The International
Monetary Fund(IMF) has
pointed out in its book,
Unleashing Growth and
Strengthening Resilience in
the Caribbean,” found that the
real per person GDP in The
Bahamas had declined by an
annual average of 0.4 per
cent between 2000-
2015...The Bahamas “was the
only nation(in the Caribbean)
to suffer such a reverse  which
noted that average regional
per capita GDP had risen by
an average of 1.2 per cent
over the same period.”

The Bahamas during the
second half of the 20th centu-
ry was the economic leader in
the region, certainly among
CARICOM countries.  This
reversal of Bahamian fortunes
is a sad reflection on the
direction our economy has
been heading.  The Bahamas
has lost ground in Tourism
and our Financial Services
Sector has been under
assault since the ‘90s during
the Ingraham Government
when The Bahamas  first

experienced blacklisting by
the OECD from which The
Bahamas is threatened today.

As our country is suppos-
edly moving to WTO member-
ship this year, there must be a
reorientation of our economy
in order to face the new reali-
ties which are presented by
the global economy.
Reorientation also means get-
ting over phobias which we
have as they are stifling our
progress both economically
and socially. These phobias
are as follows:

Chinese Investment -•
China is a global force in
the global economy.  It
has made huge invest-
ments in the Caribbean
Region and is a substan-
tial investor in The
Bahamas, specifically
Hutchinson Whampoa in
Freeport, Bahamar in
Cable Beach and The
Pointe in downtown
Nassau. In addition, the
Chinese government has
provided via its Belt and
Road Initiative infrastruc-
tural projects.

The world order has
changed and China can-
not be ignored as a glob-
al investor.  If the
Bahamian economy is to
move, then China has a
role to play so we must
be open to Chinese
investment.

Immigrants - The•
Bahamas is underpopu-
lated and should craft an
Immigration Policy that
attracts immigrants who
wish to resettle in The
Bahamas.  Our present
Immigration Policy is
heavily skewed to depor-
tation.  In some respects,
we have become a xeno-
phobic people.  This may
stem from the fact that
we look at immigrants as
competitors in the job
market rather than set-
tlers with skills and capi-
tal.  With land as a carrot,

a progressive immigra-
tion policy could be
focused on Bahamians in
the Bahamian diaspora
who may be living in New
York, Miami, Atlanta,
retired and wish to return
home.

Caribbean Integration -•
The Bahamas has been
reluctant to become fully
engaged in CARICOM.
This is a time of geopolit-
ical blocs as small coun-
tries like The Bahamas
cannot go it alone as
many issues facing Small
Island Developing States
(SIDS) such as
Blacklisting the Financial
Services Sector, dealing
with International agen-
cies like FAO, the World
Bank, WTO and so on.  A
Caribbean approach is
needed to Climate
Change because this
region is one of the most
vulnerable locales to nat-
ural disasters like hurri-
canes.

The first two decades of
the 21st century have not
augured well for our country.
The Bahamas has become a
victim of political tribalism
which has become an instru-
ment of national disunity as it
has divided the country. The
adaptation of the concept of
globalization has not taken
hold in The Bahamas and it is
reflected in the performance
of our economy.

Eneas Files
By Godfrey Eneas

Are We In A
New Reality? 

– Part II

Bahamasair wishes to advise the travelling public
Bahamasair wishes to advise the travelling public
that the runway lights in Marsh Harbour are now
working.  As a result, we will resume our normal
evening schedule effective Thursday - January

17th, 2019.

Additionally, Bahamasair wishes to advise all pas-
sengers travelling to and from our Miami Station
that the Transportation Security Administration

(TSA) Screening Check Point at the Concourse G
has resumed normal operations effective immedi-
ately.  However, Bahamasair still encourages its
passengers travelling in either direction to ensure
that they arrive at least three (3) hours prior to

departure to ensure adequate time for processing
with the authorities, until such time as all issues
related to the partial US government shutdown are

resolved.

We wish to thank the traveling public for their con-
tinued support and patience as we strive to be the
airline of choice connecting the islands of The

Bahamas to the world.

Tracy J. Cooper         
Managing Director

Murder 
Accused Arraigned
He died on the scene.

Also arraigned in connection with
the crime was 23-year-old, Robert
Arthur.

It  is  alleged that Arthur  knowing-
ly helped Thompson avoid due
process of the law.

Both accused were not required to
enter a plea.

They were also denied bail.
The two were remanded to The

Bahamas Department of Corrections
until May 5th, 2019.  

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...
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