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Bill Proposed On
Air Accidents
The Bahamas Civil
Aviation Authority
Director General Charles
Beneby says     legislation
is being prepared for the
Cabinet of the Bahamas
on the way the Civil
Aviation should  handle
air accidents.
This was foreshad-

owed in the Senate last
week by Attorney
General Carl Bethel.
Speaking with reporters
yesterday, Mr. Beneby
said  that he is not at lib-
erty to comment on the
latest  crash investigation. 
“A new air accident

and investigation bill is
being prepared for pres-
entation in parliament and
I’m thinking that that
should happen fairly
soon. 

BY BerThoNY McDerMoTT
Journal Staff Writer

4 ongoing recovery efforts by royal Bahamas Defence Force (rBDF), the royal Bahamas police Force and volunteer
divers, and Bahamas air Sea rescue association and a glass bottom boat continue to yield findings of debris eleven days
after a light aircraft piloted by captain Byron Ferguson crashed off the northwest coast of New providence on Thursday 8th

November, 2018. RBDF Photos by Marine Seaman Michael Turner.
g See BILL / page 4...

FLOWERS
DEFENDS
AUTHORITIES
ON SEARCH
EFFORTS

Former pilot Craig
Flowers has taken excep-
tion to the criticism of
authorities in connection
to the search and recovery
efforts for missing pilot
Byron Ferguson. 
He says that the

Ferguson family had no
right to conduct their own
search while investiga-
tions are ongoing.
Mr. Flowers added that

there is a procedure to be
followed in these situa-
tions.
“The defense Force

would’ve made a decision
on whether there is any
sign of life for us to have
to intervene or assist. 
“The first responders

BY BerThoNY McDerMoTT
Journal Staff Writer

Atlantis and Union
Executives To Meet
On New Woes

Atlantis executives and
officials of The Bahamas
Hotel Catering and Allied
Workers Union are
expected to meet at the
table next Monday to iron
out their differences,
which at this point have
led to unionized members
of the luxury Paradise

BY JaMeelha MISSIcK
Journal Staff Writer

4 Labour Minister, Dion
Foulkes (File photo)

g See ATLANTIS / page 4...

Govt of The Bahamas and The Govt of
Japan Exchange of Diplomatic Notes

4 During a courtesy call on November 12 in Tokyo, Japan the Government of The Bahamas and the Government of Japan
exchanged diplomatic notes relating to the protocol to amend the Tax Information exchange agreement between the

Government of the commonwealth of The “Bahamas” and the Government of “Japan” for the exchange of Information for the
purpose of the prevention of fiscal evasion and the allocation of rights of taxation with respect to income of individuals.

g See FLOWERS / page 7...

Former Public Servant
Dies Traffic Accident

Police here in New
Providence and on the
island of Eleuthera are
investigating traffic fatali-
ties that left an adult male
dead in New Providence
and 3 adult female dead in

Eleuthera.
According to police,

officers from the Royal
Bahamas Police Force
Traffic Division are inves-
tigating the incident here
in New Providence that
occurred shortly before

BY lIcec BaSTIaN
Journal Staff Writer

g See FORMER / page 6...

BAHAMAS EMBASSY CLOSES IN HAITI

The Bahamas Embassy in
Port-au-Prince, Haiti has
closed its doors until fur-

ther notice due to contin-
ued unrest on the island
nation. 
Reports indicate that at

the nucleus of the deadly
protest is alleged govern-

ment corruption, and the
decision to close was
taken after consultation
with the Ambassador of
The Bahamas to
Haiti and security person-

nel on the island.
Thus far, cars and tires

have reportedly been
burned and protestors are

BY leah cooper
Journal Staff Writer

g See BAHAMAS / page 7...
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Israeli Embassy Deputy Chief of Mission
Pays Courtesy Call on Min. Dames

4 The hon. Marvin Dames, Minister of National Security (right), welcomes alon lavi, embassy of Israel Deputy chief of Mission to Belize and The
Bahamas -- during a courtesy call, November 20, 2018 at the Ministry. (BIS Photo/Patrick Hanna)

PM remains mum on plane crash incident
Press Secretary, Anthony
Newbold, at the weekly
press briefing on Tuesday
revealing limited informa-
tion when questioned about
the government’s conflict-
ing views on search efforts
in the wake of the crash.

However, he reiterated
Prime Minister, Dr. Hubert
Minnis’ commitment to
conduct a full review of
what has happened.
“We know that there are

two investigations ongoing
now,” he said.
“Once those reports

have been completed it will
be reviewed and recom-

mendations, decisions
made as to what hap-
pened,” he added.
There’s lots of talk as

the prime minister said two
days ago, in the public and
the media about that plane
crash and the way it’s been
handled. 
Of course the prime

minister has spoken with

the family, I have spoken
with the family you know
the person in question, the
son of a former colleague
of ours, Agnes Ferguson,
and so everybody wants
the family to have some
closure.
“And the prime minister

is going to wait for those
investigations to be com-

pleted, they will be
reviewed and everything
that has happened will be
addressed.”
Again, as the prime

minister indicated in his
statement on the issue, Mr.
Newbold said more will be
revealed once the investi-
gation is complete. 
It won’t serve anybody

to continue talking about it
until those investigations
are done and a review is
completed on everything
that was done, how it was
done, what should have
been done, and then the
prime minister will weigh
in about that crash but he’s
not minded to add any fuel
to the fire.”

BY JaMeelha MISSIcK
Journal Staff Writer
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Michael Foulkes,
Executive Chairman,
Bahamas Agricultural &
Industrial Corporation
(BAIC) explained that
the Pop-Up Farmer’s
Market on Gladstone
Road has had appreciable
rise in earnings over the
past months, after a slow
start.
“On Saturday, 27th

January 2018, we
launched the first Pop-Up
Farmers Market at our
Gladstone Road site.  We
have been there from 8am
to 3pm as we have always

been to date, and only
took in $1,111.63 but we
were not discouraged,”
Mr. Foulkes said during a
press conference at BAIC
headquarters, November
20, 2018.
He said in February

2018, they took in only
$7,727.86 over the four
Saturdays in that month.
However, the

Executive Chairman
noted that in September,
they took in $39,939.00
and from January to
October 31, 2018, they
have taken in a total of

$230,566.42.
“About 73 per cent of

that amount represents
direct payments to
Family Island farmers of
a p p r o x i m a t e l y
$176,629.84.  Further,
based on our plan for the
remainder of the year, we
expect that our total sales
will be in excess of a
quarter of a million dol-
lars.”
He added, “In terms of

the Corporation’s
finances more broadly,
we are pleased to
announce that through

the first nine months of
2018 on a cash basis, the
loss has been just under
$12,000.  Compare that
with the loss for the same
period of 2017, which
was over $1,042,000.00.”
Mr. Foulkes said the

remaining pop-up loca-
tions for 2018 would
include:

Friday, November 30•
– The University of
The Bahamas
Saturday, December•

1 – Seabreeze
Sunday, December 9•
– Seventh Day
Adventist Church
(location to be deter-
mined)

The Pop-Up Market
will continue operations
every Saturday at
Gladstone Road through
to and including
Saturday, December 8.
He explained that there

will be a Customer
Appreciation Day where

customers will get a five
per cent discount on all
items based on regular
prices throughout the year
at Gladstone Road,
December 8.
There will also be a

Farmers Appreciation Day
on Thursday, November
22, when there will be a
luncheon held for the
farmers. 
Mr. Foulkes said, “We

are looking forward to an
even more successful
Pop-Up Farmers Market
in 2019 as we plan to
commence our second
year in January; and we
anticipate greater success
for the entire
Corporation.”
He also announced that

after a three-year hiatus,
BAIC will again host its
Art and Craft Show, com-
monly known as
“Authenti-City” in
Freeport, Grand Bahama,
at the BAIC Office,
Alcester Road and East
Sunrise Highway.  The
event will be under the
theme, “Bahamian Tings,”
Saturday, November 24,
2018 from 9am to 8pm.
Mr. Foulkes said, “The

purpose of the Art and
Craft Show is to bring
together artisans and
artists throughout Grand
Bahama to create a ‘Craft
Village’ highlighting
indigenous Bahamian
products.”
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Gladstone Road Pop-Up Market Has
Appreciable Rise in Earnings

4 Michael Foulkes, Executive Chairman, Bahamas Agricultural & Industrial Corporation (BAIC) gives the dates for the remaining Pop-Up
Farmer’s Markets during a press conference at BAIC headquarters, November 20, 2018.  Pictured from left: Bishop Gregory Collie,

Deputy Chairman; Mr. Foulkes; Debbie Strachan, Senior Deputy General Manager; and Kervan Culmer, Financial Controller.  
(BIS Photo/Patrick Hanna)

An Abaconian diver has
joined  Police and
Defense Force divers in
the search for missing
pilot Byron Ferguson and
his six seater Aztec. 
The diver  who prefers

to remain  nameless, used
special diving equipment
to go to depths of 404
feet, which is a little over
200 more than Defense
and Police officers were
able to go. 
When asked when the

ministry plans to invest in
similar equipment,
National Security
Minister Marvin Dames
yesterday told reporters

that every matter requires
debriefing and reflecting
on improvement. 
He said, “our efforts

right now is centered
around bringing some
closure for the family.”
He added, “there’s

enough criticism to go
around, but I am confi-
dent that the men and
women of law enforce-
ment, and in this case, the
men and women of the
Royal Bahamas Police
Force, they are commit-
ted, hardworking, and
driven.”
“They’re  you and me,

they’re our families, and
while we criticize them
when we need to criticize
them,  we have to also

commend their efforts.”
Minister Dames reiter-

ated the need for all vol-
unteers to register with
The Bahamas Air  Sea
Rescue Association first. 
He said, “the

Commodore indicated a
few days ago that he will
keep in touch with the
family.
“Everything has to be

coordinated,  because
what we don’t want is
everybody showing from
all different places doing
their own separate search-
es. It has to be coordinat-
ed,” said the Minister.
Pilot Ferguson’s family

has  since started a
GoFundMe  page to assist
with search efforts. 

MINISTER DAMES COMMENDS
SEARCH AND RESCUE EFFORTS

BY leah cooper
Journal Staff Writer

4 ongoing recovery efforts by royal Bahamas Defence Force (rBDF), the royal Bahamas
police Force and volunteer divers, and Bahamas air Sea rescue association and a glass
bottom boat continue to yield findings of debris eleven days after a light aircraft piloted by

captain Byron Ferguson crashed off the northwest coast of New providence on Thursday 8th
November, 2018. RBDF Photos by Marine Seaman Michael Turner.
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BaHamaS for JeSuS VISIt GoVernor GeneraL

4 Executives of 'The Bahamas for Jesus' (Bahamas 4 Jesus) along with special guest, Dr. James Horvath paid a courtesy call on
Governor General, Her Excellency the Most Hon. Dame Marguerite Pindling at Government House on Tuesday, November 20, 2018.

Pictured from left: Pastor Kersch Darville, Pastor David Burrows, H.E. Dame Marguerite Pindling, and Dr. James Horvath, World 4 Jesus
founder. (BIS Photo/Letisha Henderson)

Bill Proposed On Air Accidents
“BCAA though, still

reserves its position that
we prefer and are obligat-
ed to wait until all of the
facts are in before we can
comment any further on
it,” he said 
His comments come 12

days after Byron
Ferguson’s six seater
Aztec plane went down
just off Nirvana beach in
western New Providence.
Prime Minister Dr.

Hubert Minnis said that he
has instructed that all

resources be brought to
bear to ensure the investi-
gation is handled properly.
He said, “I will also

order a full review by
competent experts of the
protocols, procedures and
agencies involved in air
accident response and
investigations in The
Bahamas, including any
systemic or structural
problems. 
“The report by these

experts will be shared
with the public once com-
pleted.  
“The Government will

examine the report and
make any necessary
changes to air disaster
response in our country.  
“I will make no com-

ment on the operations
until I have received a full
report from the Ministry
of Tourism and Aviation,
the Royal Bahamas
Defence Force and other
relevant authorities,” said
the Prime Minister.
He said, “the

Government will then
consider and take any cor-
rective measures that may
be indicated by the facts.” 

Atlantis and Union
Executives To Meet
On New Woes

Island Resort  staging a
work to rule.
At the crux of this par-

ticular standoff is a new
shift system for some
hotel departments.
Labour Minister, Dion

Foulkes, speaking to
reporters outside
Tuesday’s weekly cabinet
meeting on the issue  said
the government is in com-
munication with both
sides. 
“I do not want to get

into the details of it, but
we are speaking to the

managers at Atlantis and
we are also speaking to
the hotel union, to see if
we can get it resolved,” he
said.
“As you know tourism

is our number one bread
earner and as a govern-
ment we want to do every-
thing to ensure stability in
the hotel industry,” he
added.
“But both sides must be

respected at all times and
we are in dialogue with
both sides.”
Atlantis’ labour woes is

not  the only unrest offi-
cials have to contend with.
Employees of Morton

Salt  in Inagua yesterday
also took a strike vote.
The Minister again

encouraged both sides to
sit down and negotiate.
“It’s a one company

town as most of you
know, 90 per cent of the
economic activity at
Inagua depends on
Morton Salt, so it’s very
important to us that we get
this sorted out and get it
sorted out quickly,” he
said.
Morton Salt in Inagua

has a workforce of 124
employees, of that figure,
91 are members of the
union.

gg continued from / PAGE 1...

gg continued from / PAGE 1...

GOT NEWS?
Please call The Bahama
Journal’s News TIP 
LINE at 356-7254 
and let us know!
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[of] Promises 
& Comforts

We are reliably informed that promises are
but comforts to fools.

We also take it to be true that the road to
hell is paved with the best of intentions and
as sad, the fact remains that politicians on
the prowl of votes and victory will scatter
promises as if they were just so much pretty
confetti.

And for sure, even as we fondly remem-
ber former Prime Minister Perry Gladstone
Christie for what seemed his born charisma
and his wonderful way with words, we must
give kudos to the Most Honourable Dr.
Hubert A. Minnis for his advanced skills in
that political field of promise-making where
so very many people always wait for their
latest fill of hope!

One need only turn to how the prime
minister was able to finesse the Ragged
Island people.

As the nation’s chief both promised and
boasted: “… I assure the wonderful people
of Ragged Island that their island will be
rebuilt. We will work with private institu-
tions, international agencies and foreign
partners to create a more sustainable island-
community at Ragged Island…”

At that juncture many were comforted.
And as they tuned in to the Chief’s very

many promise-words, they heard him as he
declared: “…Out of the devastation and the
destruction, a new Ragged Island will
emerge including stronger building codes,
improved zoning, and strategies to mitigate
against climate change and rising sea lev-
els…”

And with that, there was this most com-
forting of reminders given by the prime
minister: “…We know by faith and the
experience of history that out of tragedy, can
often come new life and [that] despair can
be transformed into hope…”

Alas! The Ragged Island people who
were comforted in those deeply challenging
times are today no longer waiting for prom-
ises made to be fulfilled.

Instead, we know it for a fact that they
are today reeling under the hammer-blows
of not only the VAT+ tax regime, but also
they hurt as they feel as if they have been let

down in a very mighty way!
And thus at this juncture, our dear read-

ers might well wish to label today’s com-
mentary as one that would have all and
sundry know that politicians on the prowl
for votes will promise the moon and six-
pence if that was needed in order for them to
get over.

With that said, we wish to frame our con-
sidered comments by referencing three facts
that matter.

Note well as follows: Ragged Island sus-
tained the brunt of the destruction caused by
Hurricane Irma in The Bahamas. Most of
the homes there were destroyed or severely
damaged. Power lines are down. Utilities
are non-functioning. Public buildings,
including the government-operated school,
the clinic and other public facilities are
severely damaged or destroyed.

Also be advised that: Prime Minister
Minnis said Ragged Island can emerge from
the destruction and devastation caused by
Hurricane Irma as a new model for sustain-
able communities throughout the region and
The Bahamas.

And then, we note also that: Prime
Minister, Dr. the Hon. Hubert A. Minnis
also vowed to transform Ragged Island into
a model for sustainable community by
rebuilding it into the first “fully green island
in the region.

And as he waxed almost poetic, note [as
reported]: The Prime Minister said the
Government of The Bahamas will accom-
plish this objective through the use renew-
able energy and smart technologies from
solar energy, to sustainable water purifica-
tion systems.

Indeed as the Chief reached even higher
rhetorical heights, he unveiled thus:
“…Before the term of this government ends,
we will have partnered with various stake-
holders and experts, to embark upon an
ambitious plan to significantly increase the
use of solar energy in the Bahamas…”

Here again, we see some more of that
potent promise stuff.

We have had enough!

“…The Bahamas is ideal for solar energy. We are blessed with the
sun. our transformation to renewable energy is both a moral and an

economic imperative. It is an imperative that will truly help to
advance our economy and to help us to achieve world-status in the

use of renewable energy…” The Most honourable Dr. hubert a.
Minnis, prime Minister, the commonwealth of The Bahamas.

Looking For Space In All The Wrong Places
“Poverty is the parent of revolution and crime.” -- Aristotle

Well, well. In addition to splitting The Bahamas
into rival political tribes through their unstinting
efforts our politicians have over the past decades.
We have also achieved another ominous and
troubling milestone.

Quoting a 2017 Inter American Development
Bank in the Tribune of August 2, 2017 Neil
Hartnell wrote:

“A multilateral lender says the Bahamas
"poses a unique challenge" for it, with surface-
level wealth "masking significant income
inequality" where almost half of those living in
poverty are the 'working poor’. The Inter-
American Development Bank, in a June 2017
report, reveals just how this nation has stagnated
from a social, economic and equality perspective
since the 21st century began.”

Kick starting a review of its Bahamas country
programme for the past seven-and-a-half years,
the IDB said household income distribution had
undergone "a significant deterioration" since
1999, with the poverty rate jumping from 9.3 per
cent in 2001 to 12.8 per cent in 2013”.

And then, there is an ever-burgeoning nation-
al debt to contend with. In a May 2, 2018 report-
ing the Nassau Guardian noted that:

“The country’s national debt stood at almost
$8 billion at the end of 2017, sitting at a danger-
ous 67.8 percent of gross domestic product
(GDP), according to the Central Bank of The
Bahamas’ (CBOB) 2017 annual report. The
country’s national debt, including contingent lia-
bilities, increased by $831.9 million last year
ending at $7.8 billion at the end of 2017. The
country’s debt to GDP ratio moved from 62.6
percent at the end of 2016 to 67.8 percent, mov-
ing closer to the dangerous threshold of 70 per-
cent”. 

Now, before this thing gets twisted by those
who choose not to understand my point let me
state this. Government is a continuum; one gov-
ernment did not create this. Successive govern-
ments did yeoman’s work on this debt growth.
What should amaze and perhaps terrify
Bahamians is that we have so little to show for
these expenditures. The country’s infrastructure
continues to crumble; social support for the least
fortunate Bahamians is well-nigh non- function-
al; ill patients are still warehoused on hospital
gurneys or virtual wards  for days on end; crime
threatens the Bahamian way of life; critical pro-
fessionals are underpaid, unhappy and routinely
marginalised; politicians are paid stupendous
salaries for doing nothing but create more debt;
public buildings are allowed to deteriorate and
collapse for want of care and maintenance; and
Bahamians fund the repayment of political
favours  to party supporters.

We can add to this, the taxpayer’s burden the
unfunded millions some say billions, due to gov-
ernment retirees in their non-contributory pen-
sion scheme. These pensions, which are contin-
gent labilities on the Consolidated Fund become
due at various times each year and include gratu-
ities and pension payments for life. Any govern-
ment mad enough to reduce these benefits would
incur the wrath of the civil service. There are sev-
eral reasons why we are where we are with
respect to national debt. Let’s explore some areas
of wasted funds.

Public Buildings. •
The Government of the Bahamas is the largest

owner of abandoned and neglected office space
in the nation. From the once fabulous tourism
buildings in Nassau Court to the three post-inde-
pendence office blocks namely, Clarence A.
Bain, Rodney E. Bain and the Post Office build-
ings, we see valuable office space abandoned for
years, crumbling and in need of repair. Yet, the
preferred solution appears to be “condemning
taxpayer assets”, the renovation of derelict pri-
vate buildings and construction of new buildings
which we know will suffer the same fate as the
previous buildings i.e. no routine maintenance
and abuse of the buildings by office staff. Each of
these buildings have something in common.
These are; the lack of reliable air-conditioning
systems and rat and vermin infestation.

Regarding A/C we know from experience that
office staff tamper with the temperature controls
constantly. This causes high levels of humidity
which in turn causes mold formation. According
to research conducted by The Air Conditioning
Contractors of America (AACA) you should:
“Keep humidity levels as low as you can—no
higher than 50%–all day long. An air conditioner
or dehumidifier will help you keep the level low.
Bear in mind that humidity levels change over
the course of a day with changes in the moisture
in the air and the air temperature, so you will
need to check the humidity levels more than once
a day”.

As regards rats and vermin, both infestations
are man-made and preventable, just discard
uneaten foods stuffs properly, vermin are looking
for food. Wouldn’t the cheaper option be to
replace the a/c, renovate the taxpayer’s buildings
and keep them in a state of good repair? At the
same time consider repairs to the iconic water
tower. This land mark has stood neglected for
many years all it needs is cosmetic work and a
new elevator for heavens sake! Tourists viewing
Nassau from this high point can certainly cover
its operating costs.  The same can be said of the
numerous UNESCO listed lighthouses in our
country deteriorating for lack of care and a clear
plan to exploit their touristic potential.

Incidentally, the current Post Office has serv-

iced businesses and institutions on Bay Street for
more forty years. Furthermore, it is an historic
building. Cruise tourist have used it to buy sou-
venir stamps and post cards to their friends. How
will they adjust to the new PO location? Only
time will tell.

You can add to this list of near derelict build-
ings the Ranfurly Out Island Library building on
Bank Lane which is in serious need of care and
maintenance and the historic Nassau Public
Library building which is being allowed to decay
notwithstanding the fact that it is the repository
of some of our country’s most significant records
especially relating to the Bahamas significant
contributions and  participation in World War 1.

Illogical Public Spending.•
The former BITCO building was acquired and

renovated I am told for a little less than $50 mil-
lion. Another group of buildings were construct-
ed on JFK to house the Office of the Attorney
General. Here’s where the illogical thinking
comes in. The AG, s staff are now transported to
the courts entailing in my view, unnecessary
security risks to staff. Yet, the Rodney E. Bain
Building, a spacious building ideal for offices,
safe and conveniently located right across from
the major courts has laid unused and ignored for
more than 30 years! Look at the building as you
pass it. No signs of cracks or structural distress.
In fact, I suspect the any report from government
officers that this building is “condemned”. If it
were, where is the report from the panel of
experts as is required by our laws?

Outsourcing of Public Works.•
It has yet to be proven that outsourcing works
such as drainage cleaning and school repairs are
cheaper than if they were performed by the
MoW. However, as the MoW has been virtually
disbanded and those duties which they tradition-
ally performed sourced out, Bahamian taxpayers
will never know. 

What we do know is that under the Ministry
of Works (MoW) as previously constituted all
public buildings, infrastructure and plant and
equipment were rigorously maintained. Public
buildings for an example, were repainted annual-
ly [ in Flamingo Pink not Coral Pink] not when
some faceless person said they should be. MoW
also maintained and built our roads. It is difficult
to conceive an instance where occupants would
work in a building, not take care of it then aban-
don it when it is wrecked. but that happens; just
look at the state of our public buildings. 

Its therefore encouraging to see that the his-
toric East Hill Club building is being restored to
its previous glory and that’s a good start which
should be extended to other government build-
ings. Precisely where this careless attitude
towards public assets comes from is difficult to
comprehend. What we do know from the empir-
ical evidence is that public facilities are abused,
become vermin infested and are routinely aban-
doned then left to decay. 

Then someone faceless nameless public offi-
cer “condemns” it and recommends construction
of another building at taxpayers’ expense which
will most likely suffer the same fate!

Duplication of Effort.•
We Bahamians have clung to myth for gener-

ations; if it’s not our idea it’s a bad idea. Clearly,
we ignore the fact that good ideas are few and far
between. What has failed in more advanced soci-
eties with infinitely larger resources will
inevitably fail here. Yet we blunder on; reinvent-
ing the wheel when a perfectly good one is avail-
able at no cost. All the research and costs have
been borne by another country or institution.
Which brings me to the recent RFP for the Public
Service pensions. Our current pension scheme is
a Defined Benefit Plan (DPP) in which the
employee makes no contribution. These schemes
are a feature in all former British Colonies except
for Jamaica which has found a novel way to deal
with pensions. Canadas public service also as a
DPP. What these countries all have in common is
that such plans are unsustainable just like the
Bahamas. Consequently, each country has spent
millions of dollars on reports seeking solutions to
this dilemma including modifications to existing
pension plans.

My point is. These reports are readily avail-
able at no cost to the Bahamian taxpayer. I sus-
pect that the successful proposer will rely heavi-
ly on these reports especially the IMF report on
DPPs   in the Caribbean. So, lets save us time and
money let our best and have our best and bright-
est look at these reports the, advise on the way
forward.

These are areas where we can save taxpayer
funds; funds we can ill afford to waste given the
level of national debt. The enormity of the debt
leaves us little to no wriggle room and means that
we may be left with bad choices and even worse
choices going forward.
Our large national debt will inevitably push the
poorest amongst us further below the poverty
line as we struggle to service debt piled on us by
profligate spending. Only we can save us; we
created the mess and are obligated to clean it up
for future generations.

Finally, I recommend for your reading the
book “Reminiscing, Memories of Old Nassau”
by Valeria Mosely Moss, edited by Ronald G.
Lightbourn. This will give Bahamians a clue as
to how much of our national heritage has been
and is being lost and why the preservation of his-
toric buildings is vital to our sense of place and
belonging.

Section a reGUlar_Section a Tues  11/20/2018  11:18 pM  page 5



A6 The Bahama Journal

Wednesday - November 21st, 2018 EditorialNEWS

TIME TO PRIVATIZE 
GOVERNMENT ASSETS

I agreed with the PLP when they opposed the
sale of majority shares in BTC to a private
company. Now, several years on, I must say
that my position has completely reversed. We
now have two telecoms companies and while
I am happy to say that I do not use BTC, I
understand that their service and standards
have improved exponentially through compe-
tition. 

And what was the anxiety really all about?
What did we really lose – revenue? Hardly,
the old BTC was bleeding money just like the
rest of the public ‘assets’ that Bahamians
think we need to hold on to for sentimental
and irrational reasons. Meanwhile they are
like so many anchors around our neck, drag-
ging us down to the bottom of the sea.

Hats off to Hubert Ingraham, who knew
better. He was always the visionary and 10
steps ahead of the rest of us. I now support
the privatization of as many of our national
encumbrances as is feasible. It can only lead
to a lightening of the strain on the public
purse, better service, quality and standards.

Take for example Bahamasair. It costs us
some $20 million a year to run this dinosaur.
For what? What does this achieve for us?
Nothing at all, I submit. We are an archipela-
go of nations where at least 30 islands need
some form of airlift. That means regular
scheduled flights, airports, ground staff etc.
have to be in place. Even though many of the
flights may be half empty, the plane still has
to go, it still has to have a crew and a pilot,
the airports have to be staffed every day.

It is virtually impossible for one entity to
take on all of this responsibility and make
money. So, why not privatize any and all
aspects of this mammoth responsibility to
companies willing to take it on and which
have an interest in making money? If several
airlines want to take over specific routes, let
them. If someone wants to manage an airport,
or several or all, I say wonderful. All these
people will have to pay the government to
play, meaning an economic shot in the arm
for Bahamians, and because they do not have
a national treasury to fall back on, you had
best believe these companies will work their

hardest to ensure standards, efficiency and
customer satisfaction. 

The same goes for education. It is a well
known fact that the D average grade for grad-
uating students is really an F from the public
schools, boosted by higher grades from the
private institutions. For decades, government
has shouldered the responsibility of educat-
ing the vast majority of students in this coun-
try, in the name of keeping schooling free.
But, are they really being educated? Can we
call them scholars when they are allowed to
leave school functionally illiterate through
social promotion?

The government divesting itself of this
responsibility need not mean that all students
will be charged money for school. If we gave
half or even two thirds of the more than $200
million we spend annually on education to
have a private, professional company with
experience in rehabilitative education pro-
grams to take over these schools, I guarantee
you the national average would shoot up
within 5 years. Meanwhile, the public would
save $50 to $100 million annually. 

So why not? The usual answer is jobs.
These private companies will fire people!
Perhaps they will initially, but then look
again at the BTC example. There are now
two thriving companies, both doing their best
to succeed, both trying to employ the best and
the brightest, which leads young people inter-
ested in a telecoms career to try and excel in
order to make the big dollars, leading to higher
standards all around, higher salaries and more peo-
ple employed in the sector across the two compa-
nies at the end of the day. 

The time for small government in The Bahamas
has come. The tired, stagnant, slow, decrepit old
system by which we have been living has failed us.
It is time now to take these anchors from around
our necks so we can float to the surface and breathe
some fresh air. 

Kind regards,
Essy Bootle

Dear Editor:

Letter to the Editor

The 2018 series salutes fashion
mogul Peter Nygård’s Golden
Jubilee detailing his rags to riches
story and incredible business suc-
cess over these past fifty years. The
Clifton Review will take an inside
look at how he did it.

One of the biggest challenges
businesses face is how to get
employees to become engaged and
remain engaged at work. Every year
there are studies done by the Gallup
organization within the United
States measuring employee engage-
ment.

“Gallup defines engaged
employees as those who are
involved in, enthusiastic about and
committed to their work and work-
place” (news.Gallup.com).

Gallup’s “State of the American
Workplace” report states that 70% of U.S.
workers are not engaged at work. It further
suggests that 51% of employees are actively
looking for a new job or watching for new job
openings.

If businesses want employees engaged in
helping them reach their goals, these numbers
are not encouraging. It suggests that business
leaders must actively work to counteract this
issue.

Answering the question ‘how best can we
achieve our business goals’ has to also answer
the question ‘how best can we support our
human resources to help us reach our business
goals.’

One of the things a number of organization-
al strategists will suggest to organizations is
that they should focus attention on their best
employees and support their best efforts. This
is wrong for a number of reasons: 

It’s a waste of business resources to not•
support the efforts of every one of your
employees to be successful.

You will fail to operate at maximum•
capacity.

You could be throwing away a perfectly•
good fruit, so to speak: one of the discov-
eries we made from the last article’s case
study is that an incompetent employee in
one department can be a star employee in
another.

Our previous case study showed that there
were two ‘considered-incompetent’ employ-
ees by one department who turned out to be
star employees in another department.

So, what is the key to turning low employ-

ee engagement around and getting employees
to work toward your business goals? There
are a number of business consultants around
the world who have come up with various
programs and tools—and charging thousands
of dollars for it of course—for increasing
employee engagement.

However, it is our contention that it is not
as difficult as it may appear. And in fact, our
perspective on what it takes can be seen from
the example of fashion mogul Peter Nygard’s
business success. Nygard has managed to
motivate his employees to help him achieve
his business goals for 50 years. We’ll explain
how through the next few articles.

There are a number of key factors for
motivating employees to help business lead-
ers reach their business goals. They include
the following mandates:

Treat employees like ‘employee-part-•
ners’

Make employees feel valued•

Empower your employees•

Involve employees in a significant way•

Give employees the tools to succeed•

Keep in mind WIIFM (What’s in it for•
me?)

At first glance, this may seem self-
explanatory or even obvious. Yet, these fac-
tors are a lot more involved than they may
appear, which you’ll discover over the next
few articles.

We will explain each of these factors and
expound and present steps on how you can
use these factors within your organization to
achieve your business goals.

THE CLIFTON 

By P. J. Malone

REVIEW
The Clifton Review is a bi-weekly column that examines the 
question of the Clifton project along with the evolution of the 
war between two billionaires, the links to unsavory characters, 
the use of the courts for personal agendas, the involvement 

of the Government opposition party (the FNM), and 
the attacks on the Government of The Bahamas.

Getting Employees To
Achieve Business Goals

Former Public Servant
Dies Traffic Accident

9:00pm, on Monday.  The
victim was Mr. Ronald
(Ronnie) Thomas,  a
retired Public Servant.
Mr. Thomas worked for

many years as a senior
officer in the Ministry of
Housing.
Police say  a male was

driving a Nissan Murano
jeep east on Rosetta Street
when he collided with a
Honda CRV. The impact
caused the driver of the
Honda CRV, Thomas  to
collide into a nearby
building becoming unre-
sponsive. 
Paramedics were called

to the scene, and attempt-
ed to revive  Mr. Thomas,
but were unsuccessful. He
was pronounced dead on

scene. 
The driver of the

Nissan vehicle was not
injured. 
Police on the island of

Eleuthera are also investi-
gating an accident, that
also occurred on Monday.
According to reports,

shortly after 5:00pm, offi-
cers responded to a resi-
dence in Governors
Harbour after receiving
reports that the woman
had been struck by a vehi-
cle. 
Medical personell were

assisted by neighbours at
the scene  who  attempted
to revive the woman, but
were  unsuccessful. She
was transported to the
community clinic where
she was pronounced dead.
Investigations are

ongoing.

Police in New
Providence are also
investigating a shooting
incident that left an adult
male with injuries and
another in custody. 
The incident occurred

on Monday shortly after
11:00am  when two men
while at Forbes Street,
Nassau Village, got into
an altercation  that escalat-
ed into one of them pro-
ducing a firearm and shot
the other. 
The injured man was

transported to hospital and
is listed in stable condi-
tion. 
Shortly after, police

took a 48-year-old male of
West Bay Street, into cus-
tody in connection with
this incident. 
Investigations are

ongoing.

gg continued from / PAGE 1...

GOT NEWS?
Please call The Bahama
Journal’s News TIP 
LINE at 356-7254 
and let us know!
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BAHAMAS EMBASSY CLOSES IN HAITI
said to have clashed with
police.
At last count, six peo-

ple were killed and five
were injured in these
protests. 

Consequently, the
national flag carrier has
also made the decision to
suspend flights to the
country until further
notice. 
Foreign Affairs

Minister Darren Henfield
said, “once there’s unrest

in Haiti, I think it’s best
for Bahamians to always
be mindful.”
He added, “Really,

Bahamasair has always
had  a good handle on
when to go and when not
to go,  because they’re
always very involved

speaking with us in
Foreign Affairs. So, if
Bahamasair doesn’t fly
there, I would suggest
Bahamians not to fly there
as well.”
The  UN  mission in

Haiti has also implement-
ed a curfew from 2200 to

0500 hours until further
notice.
The minister assured

that at this point, all
Bahamas Embassy
staffers are safe.
In the meantime, the

ministry will continue to
monitor the situation and

provide updates on new
developments as they
arise.
Haiti last saw mass

protests and looting in
July. The issue at that time
was a hike in fuel prices
that forced that country’s
Prime  Minister to resign. 

FLOWERS DEFENDS AUTHORITIES
O N  S E A R CH  E F F O R T S
primarily have the respon-
sibility to see if there was
any one around in a raft
anywhere that I can offer
assistance to. 
“If the aircraft is sub-

merged or goes down
under the water, the first
thing you have to do is to
determine whether or not

there is anyone here that I
can help and they have the
authority to make this
decision, because that’s
what they do. 
“They are our officials

to determine at sea what
the position is and when
they make that decision,
we have to stand by their
decision,”  Mr. Flowers
said.    

The Businessman who
was a  Pilot Trainer in the
Middle East some  years
ago, chided  the public,
who he believes  has been
unfair to the Defence
Force - all due to a lack of
information.
“The public just needed

to be educated. The inci-
dent that took place,
speaking from the infor-

mation that I was provided
with, when you have an
unregistered aircraft
which is US registered,  it
will be controlled by the
FAA. 
“This incident that took

place in our country
should have been defined
very quickly by Civil
Aviation and the authori-
ties here and turned over

to the authorities here. 
“This aircraft and the

contents of it is the prop-
erty of the United States
and the US and the FAA
are the ones who are to
carry out the investiga-
tion,” he said. 
The former pilot’s com-

ments come days after
authorities defended the
search and rescue efforts

into missing pilot Byron
Ferguson.
Defense Force  Officers

said  that contrary to
reports, the search for the
34-year-old pilot as well
as his six-seater Aztec
never stopped.
Mr. Flowers comments

came during Love 97’s
daily talk show Issues of
the day on yesterday.

gg continued from / PAGE 1...
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Need For radiologists
With only nine radiolo-

gists in New Providence
and two in Grand
Bahama, Consultant
Radiologist at Princess
Margaret Hospital
(PMH), Dr. Solange
Payne  says with a new
system in place designed

to speed up the process of
x-rays, there is a need for
more radiologists within
the department. 
On Monday, the

Department of Radiology
at PMH launched its new
digital imaging network
connecting public health
care facilities throughout
the country. 
Dr. Payne said, “we

have about nine radiolo-
gists here at Princess
Margaret and about two in
Grand Bahama. We really
need  to  double that
amount to really service
the country; but we do our
best. 
“Having the computers

will definitely aid us to
move faster and to be
more efficient,” he  said.

Dr. Payne assures how-
ever, that efforts are being
made to add to the num-
ber, as The Bahamas is top
priority to receive training
for radiologists.
“We currently have

three young Bahamians
training in Trinidad, learn-
ing radiology and we have
one in South Africa. We
also have at least 12 junior

staff who are trying to get
into programs, and I know
that we are listed as prior-
ity in terms of training and
all of these hopefully will
be going off in the near
future,” Dr. Payne said.
Also addressing the

need for more trained
radiologists was Montino
Roberts, Consultant in the
ICT Unit at Public

Hospitals Authority, who
added that information
studies or radiologist stud-
ies grow by 15 percent
every year while radiolo-
gist population only
grows by two percent. 
Mr. Roberts added that

with the renovation of
PMH the Radiology
Department will also have
to expand.    

BY lIcec BaSTIaN
Journal Staff Writer
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