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Pilot’s Family Disputes
Minister ’s  C la im

he family of missing
pilot, Byron
Ferguson contends
that he did file a

flight plan, despite conflict-
ing reports that he did not. 

Still hoping and while still
carrying on searches of their
own, young Ferguson’s
brother, Bjorn Ferguson said
his brother who has at least
20-years of experience fly-
ing did file a flight plan,
something the family and
Air Accident Investigation
Department have been able
to confirm with Civil
Aviation. 

However, National
Security Minister, Marvin
Dames told reporters other-
wise outside Cabinet
Tuesday morning.

Mr. Dames told reporters
that persons should be care-
ful in their speculations con-

BY LICEC BASTIAN
Journal Staff Writer

T

g See PILOT’S / page 2...

Visa Fraud Allegations
Investigated By Police 

Attorney General Carl
Bethel says that his office
will carry out due admin-
istration of law  in The
Bahamas in regard to
recent information sur-
facing surrounding
alleged visa fraud in the
Department of
Immigration.

Speaking with
reporters just before the
weekly Cabinet meeting,
Mr. Bethel said that when
he learned of the allega-
tions, he instructed that

BY LICEC BASTIAN
Journal Staff Writer

4 Attorney General
Carl Bethel g See VISA / page 3...

BCPOU
WANTS
GOV’T
HELP
President of the Bahamas
Communications Public
Officers Union (BCPOU),
Dino Rolle is urging the gov-
ernment to step up and
defend Bahamian workers at
the Bahamas
Te l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s
Company (BTC).

The company is continu-
ing to downsize while
employees watch dozens of
jobs shipped overseas to
regional offices, performed

BY LEAH COOPER
Journal Staff Writer

g See BCPOU / page 6...

OAS Assistant Secretary General Pays
Courtesy Call on the Prime Minister

4 Courtesy Call on Prime Minister, Dr. the Most Hon. Hubert Minnis (centre right) by the Assistant Secretary General of the
Organization of American States, H.E. Nestor Mendez at Cabinet Office today, Tuesday, 13 November 2018, Rawson Square.

Pictured from left: Minister of Foreign Affairs the Hon. Darren Henfield, HE Nestor Mendez, Prime Minister Minnis, and Secretary to
the Cabinet Camille Johnson.  (BIS Photo/Yontalay Bowe)

DOCTORS
AND PHA AT
IMPASSE

PM Insists
On BPL
Probe

The Prime Minister Dr.
Hubert Minnis hit  back at
his political adversary
Opposition Leader Philip
Davis, following Mr. Davis’
claims that  the Prime
Minister  is dodging ques-
tions about an  investigation
into Bahamas Power and
Light (BPL),  hopes every-
one will just forget about it
and move on.

He said, “I made a com-
mitment that we will investi-
gate the manner right and we

BY BERTHONY MCDERMOTT
Journal Staff Writer

g See PM INSISTS / page 4...

DAVIS UPBRAIDS 
BPL CHAIRMAN

The opposition Progressive
Liberal Party  (PLP)  has
once again upbraided
Bahamas Power and Light
Chairman Dr. Donovan
Moxey  following his recent
comments on the increase in
electricity costs. 

At the time, Mr. Moxey
called out the PLP  for being
irresponsible after charging
that the hike was as high as
some 70 per cent. 

Besides, Dr Moxey said
he has no authority to
increase the cost without
consultation and authoriza-
tion of URCA.

However, PLP Leader

Philip Davis argues that this
was an issue for the Prime
Minister to explain, not the
Chairman.

“I don’t  play  with chil-

BY BERTHONY MCDERMOTT
Journal Staff Writer

g See DAVIS / page 2...

4 BPL Chairman,
Dr. Donovan Moxey  

They have remained quiet
for weeks now, but members
of  the Consultant Physician
Staff Association (CPSA)
have  by no means reneged
on their  threat to strike amid
longstanding grievances
with the Public Hospital’s
Authority (PHA).

Health Minister, Dr.
Duane Sands, said he finds
this somewhat disappointing
considering the PHA has
engaged the CPSA and two
have reportedly negotiated
in good faith.

“Certainly, it would be a
tragedy if patients in the
Bahamas find themselves in
a situation where essential
care is withdrawn, that
would be most unfortunate.

“And so we continue to be

BY JAMEELHA MISSICK
Journal Staff Writer

g See DOCTORS / page 6...
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Cabinet Tours Fusion Superplex 
The Cabinet of the Bahamas
spent some time yesterday
touring the $50 million
Fusion Superplex, ahead of
its much anticipated soft
opening later this month.

Prime Minister Dr.
Hubert Minnis said he is
more than impressed with
the complex and is proud
that it is Bahamian owned. 

“What has me more
impressed is that it’s done
by young Bahamian who
would have run into many
obstacles in the process,  but
they were determined.” 

“They had a dream, they
had a goal, and they just per-
sisted in spite of running
into obstacles, they still per-
sisted,” he said.   

Fusion features nine stan-
dard cinemas, an  Imax the-
atre with a VIP section, a
4DX theatre, a game room,
two restaurants, a Star
Bucks, an ice cream bar and
a lounge area. 

Some  401 Bahamians are
employed at Fusion;  that
figure will climb to just
under 420 at the end of the
week. 

Tourism Minister
Dionisio D’Aguilar said  the
complex will be a good

addition to the country’s
marketing strategies.  

“We’re always looking

for interesting things to do
when persons come to The
Bahamas, and certainly for a

young person, an infant, a
child or a young adult who
is looking for something fun

and safe to do, this is a natu-
ral venue.” 

“So, when people come
here and they want to know
what to do, you can certain-
ly come here and learn,
because obviously they are
going to have a lot of educa-
tional films. It’s just awe-
some, this really is incredi-
ble,” he said.  

Health Minister Dr.
Duane Sands also weighing
in on the new complex,  said
that the complex is spectac-
ular.

“It is absolutely unbeliev-
able;  to imagine that this is
Bahamian facility staffed by
a very large contingent of
young Bahamians eager and
willing to serve.” 

“The theatre is spectacu-
lar and certainly I congratu-
late the owners, I congratu-
late all the partners and wish
them well in this venture. 

“It certainly provides
something else to do when
you’re looking for an outing
on a Friday night, a
Saturday night or whenev-
er,”  said Dr. Sands.    

Fusion’s soft opening is
on November 23rd, the
Grand Opening’s slated for
December 14th.

BY BERTHONY MCDERMOTT
Journal Staff Writer

4 Prime Minister Dr. the Most Hon. Hubert A. Minnis led his Cabinet Ministers, Senators and Members of Parliament on
a tour of Fusion Superplex multi-dimensional IMAX Theatre on Gladstone Road on Tuesday, November 13, 2018. The

Prime Minister is greeted by the owners, Chief Executive Officer, Carlos Foulkes and Tecoyo Bridgewater, Director/Legal
Counsel.  He also samples Sub Zero Nitrogen ice cream, and tours the complex and meets staff.

(BIS Photos/Yontalay Bowe)

Pilot’s Family Disputes Minister’s
cerning the incident
Thursday night. 

“We  have to be careful in
how we are reporting,
because this is sensitive and
as I speak to you,  the only
thing I am thinking about  is
the family and what they are
going through, and me hav-
ing to be very careful as to
what I say as to not exacer-
bate a very, very sensitive
situation. 

“So, our hearts go out to
the family. I know a few of
them and we will continue
to do whatever we can to
ensure that we work to bring
some closure to this matter,”
Mr. Dames said. 

As for failed attempts to
secure the ill-fated aircraft
once it was spotted shortly
after crashing in waters off
Nirvana Beach Thursday
night, Minister Dames said
there are a number of rea-
sons this may not have hap-
pened.

“When they were
approaching, a little piece of
the aircraft could have been
seen.  As they got close the
aircraft disappeared. 

“So, we have to be
extremely careful when we
say aircraft;  we give the
impression that here is this
big aircraft that they saw
lying on the water; that is
not so. 

“We have to leave it up to
the search team and the
investigators to let them do
their jobs and not muddle
what they are doing,” said
the Minister. 

The family says this  con-
tradicts what the  person  in
charge of the search and res-
cue would have reported,
that initially the plane was
found. 

Mr. Dames  suggested
that there could be a number
of reasons divers were not
sent into waters on last
Thursday, procurement of
life being one of them. 

“Those teams out there

have been working tireless-
ly, and always remember in
search and rescue, when
teams are out there and
they’re working their  first
area of focus is the protec-
tion of life.

“You are trying to pre-
serve or trying to protect the
life of those who may have
been involved in the inci-
dent; but we have to always
be cognizant that we also
have to ensure, that’s the first
responders that is, and this is
no different anywhere the
world over, they  have to
ensure that they too preserve
their lives. 

“Often times they are
going to a very, very risky
and dangerous situation,
where one bad decision
could result in them losing
their lives as well,” Mr.
Dames said. 

The Ferguson’s family
have gotten local and foreign
pilots to assist with an aerial
search of the Nirvana Beach
and surrounding areas.

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...

DAVIS UPBRAIDS 
BPL CHAIRMAN

dren;  but let me put it this
way, the Chairman ought not
to be involved in political
electives when it comes
down to dealing with issues
when it becomes political. 

“If  he was reported incor-
rectly,  then that’s where he
should have directed his dis-
appointment or outrage,” he
said.

Mr. Davis  suggested the
Prime Minister stop dodging
questions and explains what
is behind the sharp increase
in electricity costs. 

In  the  House of
Assembly last Wednesday,
the Prime Minister  blamed

the hike on higher fuel costs,
but  Mr.  Davis called this an
outrage,  considering crude
oil prices have dropped by 30
per cent.

He reasoned that BPL’s
recent Voluntary Separation
Packages may have con-
tributed to the increase,
which he in turn chalked up
to poor mismanagement. 

“The facts are that the
average price crude oil per
barrel in 2017 was hovering
around $52.51 and the cur-
rent cost is just over $60 per
barrel, this is a less than 17%
increase. 

“The record shows that
BPL suffered several fires
recently due to lack of equip-

ment maintenance and if this
rate hike is to pay for leased
supplement power genera-
tion plant, then this is not a
fuel issue- this is a misman-
agement issue,” said the  PLP
leader. 

Mr. Davis added that the
Bahamian people have
stopped holding their breaths
for the promised investiga-
tion into the work of the BPL
board. 

The opposition leader says
he thinks the Prime Minister
is  hoping it will all disappear
by not answering questions
about it.

The opposition’s calling
on the government to be
transparent.

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...
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PUBLIC SERVICE RETIREES HONOURED

4 Thirty-four retirees of the Public Service were honoured during an Appreciation Luncheon on Friday, November 9, 2018 at the Grand Lucayan resort.  They were honoured during the 18th Northern
Region Public Service Recognition of Retirees Appreciation Luncheon, held under the theme: 'The Public Service – Igniting a Positive Change for Future Generations.'  Following tributes from the vari-
ous departments, Minister of State in the Office of the Prime Minister, Senator the Hon. J. Kwasi Thompson (pictured centre right) gave brief remarks and introduced the Minister of the Public Service

and National Insurance, the Hon. Brensil Rolle (centre left) who both commended and thanked the retirees for their years of dedicated service. (BIS Photo/Lisa Davis)

Visa Fraud Allegations Investigated By Police 
the information be forwarded
to the Anti-Corruption Unit
of the police force. 

“As soon as I received a
copy of the sworn affidavit
lodged in Foreign
Proceedings, it named certain
names, I was in Paris at the
time, I immediately forward-
ed it to my officials and
instructed that it be referred to
the Anti-Corruption Unit
since early last week,” Mr.
Bethel said. 

He added however, that
what they are, are unverified

allegations made against
Bahamian Public Servants in
Foreign Proceedings and it is
owed not only to the adminis-
tration of justice, but also to
those affected to review the
matter. 

“If  there is nothing that
can substantiate it, that would
be known; if there is some
other problem, well, that will
also be dealt with, Mr. Bethel
said.  

Minister of National
Security Marvin Dames con-
firmed that Federal Bureau of
Investigation is working with
the Royal Bahamas Police

Force, briefing them on mat-
ters concerning the allega-
tions.

“As the police work with
the FBI and as they receive
their briefing, because I know
that the Commissioner had a
recent meeting and he and his
team will be briefed shortly
on what information that may
be out there that may be in
possession of the FBI.

“They will have an oppor-
tunity to look at that and to
make some determination
from that information again
as to whether there is any-
thing in there that may impli-

cate anyone here and whether
any laws here in The
Bahamas have been broken,”
Mr. Dames said.

Mr. Dames however, says
that if it is found that impro-
prieties have taken place
those involved will be dealt
with. 

“If  it is found out that evi-
dence does in fact exist and
that persons here have been
involved and laws here have
been broken, then we have to
do, that is the RBPF, will have
to do what they have to do. 

“This is nothing new, these
are ongoing partnerships that

we continue to have with
countries around the world
and as countries do their own
investigations and the investi-
gation reach a stage where
they can  affix charges and put
people before the courts and
they feel they have to share
whatever they have, we do the
same thing,” Mr. Dames said. 

The  allegations  are  said
to involve former Director of
Immigration William Pratt,
his successor, Clarence
Russell and one Edward
Israel Saintil. 

It is alleged that Mr. Pratt
and Mr. Russell accepted

bribes to provide Bahamian
work permits and work
visas to Haitian nationals
looking to enter the United
States. A charge both men
staunchly deny.

Mr. Pratt in a recent state-
ment said he has never met
Mr. Saintil, never even
knew what he looked like
until he was shown a photo
online. He added that he
never had any dealings with
him or any other person in
an illegal, unlawful conduct
of any kind. 

Mr. Pratt has vowed to
seek redress in court.

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...
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Ministry Campbell Gears Up for Women’s
Week, Men’s Day, and Rehabilitation Week
National Women’s Week will
begin on Sunday, 25th
November at the 11:00 a.m.
Service of Bahamas Harvest
Church located on JFK
Drive.  Under the theme
“Strengthening Partnerships
for the Empowerment of
Women” two key events will
be held including a ‘Women
In Politics’ Conclave on 28th
November and a Women
Empowerment NGO Expo
on 30th November 2018. 

On 21st November 2018
members of Zonta Bahamas
along with other NGOs will
visit the House of Assembly
and other government and
private agencies to share
gifts of orange ribbons as a
reminder to end violence
against women. 
Men to be Highlighted
During International
Men’s Day
On 19th November 2018,
The Bahamas will join over
70 countries around the
world in observing
International Men’s Day.
This commemoration will be
the first celebration. On that
same day, a special forum for
men will be held at Ministry
of Social Services on JFK
Drive from 10am to 1pm
under the theme: “Promoting
Positive Male Role Models”.

According to the 2018
World Population Census,
the estimated population of
men in the world is almost
four billion -- 3,861,543,320
-- fifty percent (50%) of the
population.

Men make up 52 percent
of all workplaces.  Men also
head 34 percent of homes
worldwide.
Rehabilitation Week

Over the years, the

Department of Rehabilitative
Welfare Services holds an
annual week of activities to
sensitize the public on the
services offered. This year’s
theme is “Rehabilitation
begins and ends with me”. 

The Department of
R e h a b i l i t a t i v e
Welfare/Services, which is
known to many as the
Probation Department, has
remained true to its Vision
and Mission, which is to pro-
vide quality rehabilitative
services for offenders
through various programs.
The participants of the two
focus groups of the
Department of Rehab, are
our At-Risk Youth who
receive preventive treatment

for the issues they face.  The
other focuses on the rehabili-
tation of adults. 
Activities planned to high-
light the services of the
Department:
Radio and television appear-
ances to sensitize the com-
munity on the services
offered and the role the
Department plays in rehabili-
tation;
A church service at St.
Matthews Anglican Church
which was held Monday,
12th November, 2018;
A Juvenile Forum on
Bullying, Cyber Bullying,
and Understanding your
Emotions on Tuesday, 13th
November, 2018 from 10:00
am – 1:00 pm at the

Department of Physical
Planning’s Hearing Room,
Aventura Plaza, JFK Drive
and Bethel Avenue;
A Parenting Forum on “How
to Co-Parent Effectively” on

Tuesday, November 13th,
2018 from 5:30 – 7:00 pm at
the Physical Planning
Hearing Room, Aventura
Plaza, JFK Drive and Bethel
Ave.;

Juvenile Court Panelists
Training on Friday, 23rd
November 2018 at 10:00 am.
An in-house Staff
Motivational Seminar that
will be held at the end of the
week of activities.
Activities planned for
Grand Bahama include:
A seminar under the sub-
theme “Born to Win”, which
will target at-risk male stu-
dents from junior and senior
public schools, to teach them
positive coping skills.
Topics will include,
“Winning at Emotional
Stability” and “Winning at
Self-Control”.  
On 16th November 2018
there will be a Mental Health
Forum that will bring mental
health professionals from
various disciplines together
to discuss concerns that the
youth face. There is a grow-
ing population within youth
groups who are emotionally
and mentally fragile.
Therefore, causing the
department and its partners
from the Ministry of Health
to focus on those issues.
A Staff Retreat has been
scheduled to take place at the
end of all the activities.

4 Minister of Social Services and Urban Development, the Hon. Frankie Campbell, speaking during a press conference
held at the Hearing Room of the Department of Physical Planning on Monday, 12th November 2018.  The Minister was
in attendance to announce the observance of three upcoming events sponsored by the Ministry of Social Services and
Urban Development. The events are: Rehabilitation week, scheduled for week of November 12; International Men's

day, scheduled for November 19; and National Women's Week scheduled for the week of November 25. (BIS
Photos/Derek Smith)

PM Insists On
BPL Probe

will investigate the manner.”
Dr. Minnis was also asked

to give an update on the
investigation that was to be
launched into BPL, to which
he did not give a clear
response.

“As soon as everything
commences and is complet-
ed you will know. I would
not keep any information
from you. 

“I  have said before that
first and foremost, I am a
doctor.  A doctor tells you
the truth, that is our training.
We are trained to listen,
after which we analyze and
we come up with a diagno-
sis. 

“The diagnosis may be
bad,  but we still must tell
you that whether good news
or bad news, we still must
tell you that. I am a doctor,”
the Prime Minister  said.  

Back in September,  Dr.
Minnis said that he would
do a proper investigation
into Bahamas Power and
Light and that the term and
references would have been
presented to the board.

He  promised to investi-
gate the matters that unfold-
ed among some former
members of  the BPL board
and Minister of Public
Works Desmond Bannister.

Back in August,  Dr.
Minnis said he met with
some past BPL board mem-
bers and informed them that
in light of what was transpir-
ing,  the government will
initiate a proper investiga-
tion, and when complete, it
will be made available to the
public.

He made the announce-
ment after three former BPL
board members resigned and
the remaining three were
removed.

That board consisted of
former Chairperson Darnell
Osborne, Nick Dean; Nicola
Thompson; Patrick Rollins;
Ferron Bethel; and BPL
CEO Whitney Heastie.

The Works Minister said
that relationships within the
board had broken down and
the board locked horns on
almost every issue.

Ms. Osborne, Mr. Dean
and Mr. Thompson have
refuted Mr. Bannister’s
claims and said that political
interference and disrespect
toward the executive chair-
person were at the root of
the former board’s dysfunc-
tion.

Mr. Bannister later admit-
ted there was political inter-
ference, but claimed it was
after he learned BPL paid
for a makeup bill and a
home security system for the
chairperson.  She  has since
denied this.

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...

GOT NEWS?
Please call The Bahama
Journal’s News TIP 
LINE at 356-7254 
and let us know!
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Dames
Disgusted

This much we know for a fact: This nation’s
minister of national security has on occasion
indicated that he is quite aware of that cold
hard fact of matter which has convinced him
that certain corrupted men and women in the
employ of the Bahamas Correctional Services
routinely smuggle in contraband, inclusive of
cell-phones and drugs to selected inmates.

In other words, Minister Dames would
agree with the proposition which says that
what we have on our hands are naught but
crooks in uniform.

But yet, we still hope for better; and thus,
based upon our own research, we are satisfied
that –at long last- Charles Murphy has been
justly accorded an opportunity to lead in a
place where he has worked for almost four
decades.

As this good man recently confessed:
“…At the end of the day I would have done
my best…” Charles Murphy, Acting
Commissioner of the Bahamas Department of
Corrections (BDOC).

As we looked in on this man and his aspi-
rations, we note [with pride and with concern]
his blunt warning to the crooks in uniform
who are seeded through and through that
deeply troubled place: “…Stop before we stop
you…!”

We pray for his safety and for his security
in his tenure as leader in that place.

We do so in a time when talk about corrup-
tion is rife and when [as the blaming finger
aims] aggrieved public officers cry foul.

All we know is this: We live in a time when
–as they say- the chickens are coming in to
roost!

In a sense, then, it is now what it is!
We say so in this time against that back-

drop where some of our blissfully ignorant
youth have managed –despite the myriad of
odds stacked against them to manage some-
how or the other to be able to mouth any num-
ber of phrases which [despite their utter
banality] serve to illuminate certain aspects of
their deeply troubled lives.

One such phrase: “…It is what it is…” now
comes to mind.

As used by the youth-men and women such
a phrase is used to signal –as it were –the end

of the matter, whatever it happens to be in that
instance.

Thus in the face of news that someone has
been shot dead; their retort is right there as a
kind of brutally grand finale; no grief, no
remorse, no nothing in the face of human suf-
fering.

Alas! The same kind of nonsensically non-
chalant way of seeing things and talking about
things popular now applies in today’ Bahamas
where someone or the other [in their own ‘it is
what it is’ groove] opts to say something or
the other about not only corruption, but also
to their abhorrence of this widely noted and
touted phenomenon.

One interesting example of how ‘it is what
it is’ can infect thinking about system’s based
corruption can be gleaned from some of what
the Hon. Marvin Dames once upon a time had
to say as regards corruption-tinctured revela-
tions  about the rot in Her Majesty’s
Correctional Centre in Fox Hill.

As Dames would have the public believe,
the plethora of corruptions in that institution
were [as he claimed]: The result of the greed
of a small minority, which would be flushed
out of the system as the government works to
radically transform standards for recruitment,
training, development and succession plan-
ning…”

Hear ye the man: a small minority; flushed
out of the system; with all of this coming to
fruition in some imagined time in the future.

In the meantime, the beat goes on.
Evidently, that supposedly small minority

is so adept at what they do that they can out-
wit and outsmart ‘the vast majority of correc-
tional officers and law enforcement officers
who are so very hardworking.

Dames says that this angers him and that:
“… The vast majority are totally against this
kind of nonsense and its stuff like this that
disgusts me…”

There Echo goes and resounds: “…It’s
stuff like this that disgusts me…”

Hopefully, therefore, we surely hope and
pray that, with Murphy at the helm at the
Bahamas Correctional Services Department,
the system can be flushed out, to use Dames’
own words.

What Land Do We Bahamians
Really Own?

“Have you ever wondered to yourself why it is that all people like me seem to
have learned from you is how to imprison and murder each other, how to gov-
ern badly, and how to take the wealth of our country and place it in Swiss bank
accounts? Have you ever wondered why it is that all we seem to have learned

from you is how to corrupt our societies and how to be tyrants? You will have to
accept that this is mostly your fault. Let me just show you how you looked to us.

You came. You took things that were not yours, and you did not even, for
appearances’ sake, ask first.” --  Jamaica Kincaid, A Small Place

Over the years, I have taken numerous trips through-
out the Bahama Islands. I have had the opportunity to
see just how vast, pristine and beautiful these islands
really are. On some trips I have flown for hours over
vast tracts of land, small keys and islets in the
Bahama chain. Many do not appear to have ever been
touched by the hands of man. There are no huts, hous-
es or shacks of any kind. No one appears to have even
constructed a small dock to tie up a dingy. But, I
always return from these trips with a singular ques-
tion; who owns the land? Is it crown land or land
someone has quieted? Will Bahamians ever find out
about it? Or, more disturbingly is the land a part of
some government deal which has ceded to some face-
less investor vast tracts of land which, on the face of
it benefits only them and not Bahamians?

Or, is there someone I didn’t see, hiding in the
tropical bushes in undisturbed possession of   large
tracts of land whose heirs will one day claim title to
it? The short answer is that we cannot know with any
certainty what land Bahamians still own. In numer-
ous rulings, the Judicial Committee of the Privy
Council has sounded warnings over land titles in the
Bahamas especially those acquired under the
Quieting Titles Act. It has opined that the act is really
a conduit for the theft of land throughout the
Bahamas.

On 2 January 2013, The Tribune reported: “The
London-based Privy Council has reiterated concerns
that the Bahamas’ Quieting Titles Act can be used to
steal land, saying it was “no accident” that it has
heard numerous title disputes from this nation.”

Precisely how much land has been unlawfully
acquired is a mystery which successive governments
appear unable or unwilling to solve. What we do
know as fact is that title to large tracts of Bahamian
land are being claimed by foreigners and, that land
including islands and cays are being offered for sale
in foreign real estate publications. Unsurprisingly,
Cat Island, one of the most beautiful but sparsely
populated Bahamian islands is “ground zero” for title
claims under the Quieting Titles Act. According to the
Privy Council many claims for title are being made
with “dubious Possessory Title? 

This land play is exponential; across the Bahamas
foreigners are claiming land through some tenuous
connection to the land dating back in some cases to
the slavery era. We know from the historical records
that Land Grants were given by the British to com-
pensate new plantation owners and settlers who had
lost property in the Americas. Land Grants were used
also extensively on the island of Andros in the 1700’s
and onwards so, who owns that land; the heirs of for-
mer slave owners or Bahamians?

And then there is an alarming report which assert-
ed that there was a backlog of over 30,000 applica-
tions for Crown Land grants. Who are these appli-
cants and what right do they have to apply for title to
our land? More importantly, if title is granted what
will the land be used for? This raises a whole host of
questions concerning who has a right to own our

lands. But, without a Land Registry we will have no
idea as to who owns which land; perhaps that was
always the plan!

One would have thought that with these incipient
problems with land titles, successive governments
would focus on them and make a Land Registry a pri-
ority but, that’s not the case. That’s probably because
if one government starts a project then loses power
the next would stop, review or cancel it. This is pre-
cisely why more advanced countries have always
drawn a clear distinction between a politician and a
statesman. Government is a continuum whether our
politicians accept this reality or not. Statesmen look
to the next generation, not the next election.
Realistically, a land registry will not be established
overnight despite what some may think. Given the
disorganized stated of the current land registry which
incidentally encourages land theft, a land registry is a
long-term project.

It will take political will to establish and maintain
a land registry; sadly, to date, no one seems to be
equal to the challenge. But, it is my hope that a
Bahamian statesman will someday emerge and deal
with this problem.

When one includes in this lack of record keeping,
the propensity of successive governments to give
away large tracts of land to encourage investment,
you begin to see the scale of the dissipation of our
land. Equally troubling is that there appears not to be
an appreciation of the value of the land. When com-
pared to the benefits acquired by foreigners through
its ownership, we see in many cases no tangible ben-
efits for Bahamians. Indeed, once acquired by for-
eigners in some deal with the government, the land is
gone forever, and successive governments appear
loathe to have investors honour the terms of the heads
of agreements especially when job creation is suppos-
edly a part of the agreement!

We know from sad experience that some so-called
investors, once they have control of our land, do little
to create meaningful jobs. These developments usual-
ly become enclaves for the privileged and,
Bahamians, if they are allowed access to do so as
maids, gardeners and menial staff on low wages. Of
course, those Bahamians granted access to well-pay-
ing jobs are paid handsomely but, pay a social price.
In some cases, they become the instrument for the
oppression of their countrymen and women. So, once
construction is completed what is the benefit to
Bahamians when compared to the valuable land
which is gone forever?

No one seems to be able to get their hands around
what exactly is involved in these deals.  We just don’t
know and no one in authority is talking about it. The
cynic would say that this state of disorder is intention-
ally maintained. Afterall, if Bahamians don’t know
how much land we supposedly own we will all be
dead and gone when our great, great, grandchildren
discover it’s all gone!
As a Bahamian politician once famously said: “Land
doesn’t grow, but people do.”
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BCPOU WANTS GOV’T HELP
by foreigners. 

Mr. Rolle insisted that
there is nothing anyone “in
this region or beyond can do
that Bahamians cannot do”.

He added, “If BTC's rev-
enue is earned here, then the
workers of this country
should stand to benefit”.

In a release issued yester-
day, Mr. Rolle indicated that
every CEO since 2011 came
with a mandate to further
downsize the company to
prepare for competition in

the cell phone market. 
He added, “the current

CEO, Mr. Garfield Sinclair
arrived in August, off the
heels of  a downsizing start-
ed by his predecessor, Mr.
Dexter Cartwright  in April.
However, before Mr.
Sinclair's bags were
unpacked, the CEO
expressed the company's
desire to further downsize.  

“When it was determined
that the staff was oversized,
my members were targeted
for separation. When the
company needed to prepare

for competition, my mem-
bers had to go. When the
company needed to
improve/maintain its bot-
tom-line, again my members
were sacrificed”, he said. 

The union president added
that BTC's mission state-
ment appears to be “cut
expenses, rather than grow
revenue”. 

He called for a plan to
grow and stabilize the com-
pany  and create a working
environment that his mem-
bers are happy and proud to
be a part of.

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...

DOCTORS AND
PHA AT IMPASSE

prepared to sit at the table to
negotiate to improve in a
substantial way, the terms
and conditions of service for
physicians which has been a
challenge for the last
decade,” said Dr. Sands.

The Minister said he
believes the Public Hospitals
Authority  management and
board are quite willing to
make a very generous offer,
but by the same token, that
offer cannot be made in iso-
lation. 

“It has to be something
that the people of The
Bahamas and the public hos-
pitals authority can afford. 

“It would be unreasonable
to make a commitment that
cannot be met by the public
purse and by extension can-
not be met by the people of
The Bahamas,” he said.

The Minister promises
though that the government
and the PHA will do their
very best to make an offer
that’s fair, reasonable and
sustainable.

“Let me simply say again
that the Public Hospitals
Authority is prepared to
make a fair and reasonable
offer to all of the profession-
als who provide service to
the Bahamian people in the
delivery of health care serv-
ices.

“Anything else would
prejudice the negotiations
and I’m not prepared to do
that,” said the Minister. 

The PHA, in a statement

said it was advised that the
CPSA has gone on record to
forecast a withdrawal of
services due to their percep-
tion that the negotiation
meeting held on Friday was
“not productive.” 

The PHA said it wishes to
reiterate for the record that
the Authority has continued
to negotiate in good faith
with the CPSA, offering sig-
nificant improvements in
existing benefits. 

The authority added that is
satisfied in the fact that it has
done everything on its part to
move negotiations forward,
while also addressing specif-
ic concerns levelled by the
CPSA regarding working
conditions at the institutions. 

“The Authority has given
significant attention to the
needs of all of its locations
and has developed capital
plans for each,” it said.

“Over the past several
months, significant improve-
ments to PMH facilities have
been underway, including
major roof repairs, interim
remediation of the AC sys-
tem within the Operating
Theatres – which has been
fully functional over past 2
months with no issues, and a
major infrastructural and
equipment overhaul of the
Radiology Department.

“Having received and
reviewed the CPSA’s propos-
al, the PHA has offered to
establish a number of consul-
tative committees to improve
the dialogue between the par-
ties, provided significant
improvement in existing ben-

efits to the CPSA, inclusive
of medical insurance, subsi-
dized mobile telephony, a
doctors’ lounge, payment of
casual mileage, access to a
defined benefit contribution
plan, and a pay package over
the five-year period of this
proposed agreement that
would result in a 16.5 percent
increase in base pay compen-
sation for the CPSA mem-
bers, improving their hourly
base pay to an amount in
excess of $56.00 per hour,
which is more than double
the hourly base rate paid to
junior doctors. 

“Despite these generous
offers, the CPSA chose to
walk away from the bargain-
ing table,” said the statement.

The PHA said it wishes to
advise that in the event of a
withdrawal of services by
members of the Consultant
Physicians Staff Association,
it will take all necessary
proactive measures to limit
the impact on services ren-
dered at our institutions. 

“It is the Authority’s hope
that continued discussions
would prove fruitful, and
pave the way for future col-
laboration in the best interest
of our clients and their loved
ones.”

The PHA said it remains
committed to its mandate to
provide quality healthcare,
which requires strategic part-
nerships with vendors, inter-
national agencies and labour
organizations. 

The CPSA and PHA are
scheduled to meet again on
Friday
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