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Thousaunds Off 
The  BPL  Gr id

he number of
people who
have fallen
behind in pay-
ing their elec-

tricity bill and have con-
sequently had their power
cut off is in the thousands.

This  matter according
to  Minister of Works
Desmond Bannister  war-
rants serious concern.

An island by island
look at the figures show
that in Abaco, there were
58 customers with a total
balance of $64, 822 owed
to Bahamas Power and
Light (BPL).

In Acklins, 14 cus-
tomers  are off the grid
after a balance of
$36,353; in Bimini, the
number of disconnected
BPL consumers sit at 85,
with a $136,040 balance.

BY JAMEELHA MISSICK
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 2...

Minister Wants Help
For At Risk Youth
“Youth at Risk: Lessons
Learned Towards a
Trauma Informed
Community - the theme
of yesterday morning’s
symposium, hosted by
The Crisis Centre in part-
nership with The National
Child Protection Council.

Bringing opening
remarks was Social
Services Minister,
Frankie Campbell, who
reminded participants that
trauma is no stranger to
many, which is why help
is so important.

“Each of us, has at

BY JAMEELHA MISSICK
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 2... 4 Social Services Minister, Frankie Campbell

TT
Education
Director
Concerned
Over
Teachers
Strike Poll 

Following the cries of
teachers at the C. H.
Reeves Junior High
School to take a strike
poll over mold issues at
that school’s campus,
Education Director,
Marcellus Taylor, said he
is concerned about teach-
ers taking that bold step
to strike.

BY BERTHONY MCDERMOTT
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 2...

bahamas and india sign visa 
waiver agreement

4 Minister of Foreign Affairs, the Hon. Darren Henfield, right, and His Excellency Mude Sevala Naik, left during
the signing ceremony Thursday, November 29th, 2018. (BIS Photos/Derek Smith)

World Children’s
Day Service Held

As yesterday was recog-
nized as World Children’s
Day the Primary School
Principal’s Association
held a service at the
Church of God of
Prophecy East Street. 

Addressing the adults
in attendance, Education
Minister Jeffrey Lloyd
said it’s their job to pre-
serve the lives of the
nation’s youth. 

“We in the Ministry of
Education, the govern-
ment and the leaders of
our society are calling on
all stakeholders to put our
collective efforts together
to ensure that our children
are safe, healthy and
happy.”

“We must pour into

them effective antidotes
to crime and violence,
abuse and deficiencies
and poor attitudes.” 

“Pour into their emo-
tions and their bodies, in
to their spirits and their
lives so that they can be
prepared not only for
today,  which is important
because they must live
today, but for their
future,” he said.    

Minister Lloyd also
stressed the need for chil-
dren to play and enjoy
their childhood.

“I went to a school that
I won’t name, I asked the
teachers how often do
these children play? They
said minister we let them
go out once a day.” 

“I asked are you jok-
ing? Children learn
through play, that’s their

BY BERTHONY MCDERMOTT
Journal Staff Writer

g See page 2...
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Thousaunds Off The BPL Grid 
In Cat Island, 66 cus-

tomers, have a balance of
$34,342.

Over in Central
Andros, 166 customers
translated into $153,458,

and Crooked Island, six,
on the books, $13,265.

“In Eleuthera 88, bal-
ance of $113,778.75, in
Exuma 14 with a balance
of $8,180.85, in Great
Harbour Cay there were
11, $9,349.10.

“In Inagua there were

52, $311,200.15, in
Mangrove Cay there
were 19 with
$11,840.85,” he said.

“In New Providence
there were 4,639, not
6,000, with a balance of
$4, 275,990.65”

The list goes on for a

grand total of 5,412 BPL
consumers, the dollar fig-
ure $5.3 million.

“The very real ques-
tion that we as legisla-
tors, and we as policy-
makers have to decide, is
what do you do about
persons in that situation,”

he said.
“Because the utility

(BPL) as you see,  can’t
afford it and they keep on
drafting up and more
receivables,” he added.

“And then you know
that the people are hurt-
ing and they need to be

able to get back on the
grid to have power nowa-
days.”

Minister Bannister
strongly advised all those
serious about their elec-
tricity bills to ensure
energy audits are con-
ducted.

some time or another,
experienced unfortunate
situations and trauma is a
normal reaction,” he said.

“However, when the
effects are so severe that
they interfere with a per-
son’s ability to live a nor-
mal life, professional help
is needed to restore the

state of emotional well-
being,” he added.

The Minister asserted
that a trauma informed
community must begin
with stakeholders who
should be aware of and
able to identify factors that
trigger trauma in at-risk
youth, as many fall into
this category.

“Rape, domestic vio-

lence, bullying, emotional
abuse, physical abuse,
community violence, the
death of a loved one or just
witnessing an act of vio-
lence.

“With that short, but not
exhaustive list, it’s safe to
say that the entire genera-
tion of young people could
be at risk because the
entire generation have

been exposed to one or
more of these things.”

Minister Campbell
reminded the attendees
that they should take
responsibility in helping at
risk youth because they
are all their children.

The one-day sympo-
sium took place at the
National Training Agency
(NTA), Gladstone Road.

Minister Wants Help 
For At Risk Youth

Education Director Concerned Over Teachers Strike Poll 
“Well,  I do have con-

cerns about it simply
because of what we have
seen happen so far. 

“A  lot of it has been
illegal activity, there’s a
process involved in
expressing your griev-
ances and unfortunately
teachers haven’t utilized
the agreed protocols
around that, so we do
have concerns about it.

“Do we think it should

be something that should
happen based on all the
efforts we are making?
No, we don’t think it
should happen, but we
will have to see,” he said.  

So far, students have
lost some 50,000 learning
hours and according Mr.
Taylor, if teachers do
move forward with a
strike, the effect would be
devastating for the stu-
dents.

“The department
would not only be sad-

dened by it,  but we would
be making all efforts to
try to see what we can do. 

“The truth is that we
are limited, we don’t have
a pool of teachers just sit-
ting around waiting for us
to call them in if some
teachers decide to with-
draw their labour. 

“Of course whatever
actions they take,  then we
will have to do whatever
we have to do to first and
foremost to ensure that
students coming to school

are safe; secondly, that
they are provided with
some form of education in
the interim and thirdly,
deal with the Human
Resource matters as we
can,” he said.   

The Education Director
added that the ministry
met with the union just
yesterday and anticipates
that this situation will
come to a smooth end. 

“On the 9th of this
month we had a meeting
with the union, and at that

time we made the point
clear that we expected the
teachers to return to
work. 

“We also made some
commitments that we
would address certain
matters and so what we
did in that meeting yes-
terday was to provide an
update on where we are
with all the develop-
ments,” he said.  

Meantime, Mr. Taylor
said the department is
doing everything they can

to make that school safe
and comfortable.

This after The
Bahamas Union of
Teachers (BUT)
announced that a letter
requesting a strike vote
has been sent to the
Minister of Labor, mark-
ing the first step towards
industrial action.

The union is now
awaiting a response from
the Ministry in terms of
when and if it can take a
strike poll.

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...

World
Children’s Day
Service Held

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...

language. So I mandated that they go out twice a
day, one for structured play and once for free
play.” 

“They learn their environments; they learn the
postures of the sand. They learn that some sand is
fun  and some sand is not,” the minister said.   

The Education Minister also  encouraged stu-
dents to be thankful for all they have.
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“We are all our brothers’
keepers”,  Prime Minister
Dr. the Most Hon. Hubert
A. Minnis told residents
during an Over-the-Hill
C o m m u n i t y
Development Partnership
Initiative town hall meet-
ing.

The series of dialogue
with residents in the tar-
get areas focused on the
Economic Empowerment
Zone Act, 2018 and the
concessions therein, dur-
ing the meeting held at
the Grants Town Wesley
Methodist Church on
Baillou Hill Road and
Meadow Street on
Wednesday, November
28, 2018.

The Prime Minister’s
remarks were reminiscent
of his childhood upbring-
ing; growing up in a clean
and safe environment
though poor.

It was in May 2018
that the White Paper on
the Over-the Hill
C o m m u n i t y
Development Partnership
Initiative was introduced
to the public in a town
meeting at the landmark
Bethel Baptist Church. 

The Initiative calls for
policy objectives for the
rejuvenation of the his-
toric Over-the-Hill
Community. It has six
key pillars, designed to
fully restore the lives of
residents.
These areas include:
Social Empowerment;
E c o n o m i c
Empowerment;
Rejuvenation;
Smart Technology;
Green and Sustainable

Technology; and 
Programmes for the
Youth and the Elderly.

In addition, at the lat-
est town meeting busi-
nesses owners, renters
and home owners got
information about one of
the key components of
the Government’s plan to
restore the Over-the-Hill
community.

Technical officers
from the Ministry of
Finance and Planning
headed by Financial
Secretary Marlon
Johnson outlined a com-
prehensive strategy to
improve the economic
conditions of the Over-
the-Hill community and
similar economically
depressed communities.
Shared were:
Tax concessions to help
businesses offered under
the Economic
Empowerment Zone Act,
2018;
Presentations on
Environmental Monitors
Presentation on the Rent
Control Act
Exemptions related to
Economic Empowerment
Act
An overview of other
available concessions
and how residents  can
apply under for the
Economic Empowerment
Zone Act
Samita Ferguson,
Executive Manager of
the Over-the-Hill Unit in
the Office of the Prime
Minister gave a presenta-
tion on the Over-the-Hill
Initiative. 

“My Government is
committed to restoring

the Over-the-Hill com-
munity, and other com-
munities experiencing
economic hardship, to
their glory days,” the
Prime Minister said,
adding that there has
been no significant
change in about 50 years.

He said however that
the changes cannot be
done in one year but “as
long as I am here, this
party (FNM) will contin-
ue along this road.”

Sharing more of his
childhood days, the
Prime Minister recalled
his shining shoes through
Hospital Lane and
Meeting Street and then
worked as a pump atten-
dant at his father’s gas
station, Minnis Service
Station.

He stated that he and
Member of Parliament
for Centreville Reece
Chipman might disagree
on some things but they
do speak with one voice
when it comes to chang-
ing the environment and
the quality of life for
Bahamians.

In this vein, The
Economic Empowerment
Zone Act, 2018 allows
the Government to offer
significant tax conces-
sions on duty, real prop-
erty tax, stamp tax and
excise tax to businesses
in areas experiencing
economic hardship,
poverty and high crime,
among other measures. 

The designated areas
for the zone are Delancy
Street North, to Wulff
Road South and Nassau
Street West to Collins

Wall in the East. 
Other areas will be

zoned in similar fashion.
Those areas are
Englerston, Kemp Road,
Fox Hill, Rock Crusher,
Gambier and other pock-
ets of poverty, the Prime
Minister said.

“We are trying to

bridge the gap,” he said.
Already, the Southern

Recreation Grounds is
being prepped for rede-
velopment. Some 50 res-
idents are also expected
to be hired by Christmas
2018. 

“Your job is to keep it
clean. As we do our jobs,

you do your jobs. We
want a healthy environ-
ment,” the Prime
Minister admonished.

Donors have pledged
support of the re-devel-
opment project, most
recently Albany with
$600,000 in two instal-
ments.
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Coral Vita Breaks Ground in Grand Bahama

4 Official groundbreaking for Coral Vita took place today in East Grand Bahama -- Coral Vita is a marine science company intending to grow corals locally, thereby
replenishing the destroyed sea floor around The Bahamas, and also exporting around the world.  Coral Vita will also host touristic activities exploring the marine 

environment.  Minister of Agriculture and Marine Resources, the Hon. Michael Pintard was the keynote speaker: he made the potential connection of this project to
the Bahamas Agriculture and Marine Science Institute (BAMSI), University of The Bahamas (UB), and the underwater film industry that can be promoted as an 

extension of this development.  Minister Pintard is pictured, left; and Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Finance, the Hon. Peter Turnquest is at second left during
groundbreaking ceremony.

Minnis Addresses Economic Empowerment Zone Act at Town Hall Meeting
4 Prime Minister Dr.

the Most Hon. Hubert

A. Minnis addressed

residents during an

Over-the-Hill

Community

Development

Partnership Initiative

town hall meeting

held at the Grants

Town Wesley

Methodist Church on

Baillou Hill Road and

Meadow Street on

Wednesday,

November 28, 2018.

(bis

Photo/Yontalay

bowe)
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THE BAHAMAS AND INDIA STRENGHTEN RELATIONS
WITH DIPLOMATIC VISA WAIVER AGREEMENT

The Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of the
Commonwealth of The
Bahamas is pleased to
announce that, during a
short ceremony held at the
Ministry in Nassau, the
Minister of Foreign of The
Bahamas, the Honourable
Darren A. Henfield, MP,
and the Indian High
Commissioner to The
Bahamas, His Excellency
Mude Sevala Naik, signed
today, Thursday, 29
November 2018, a Visa
Waiver Agreement
between the
Commonwealth of The
Bahamas and the Republic
of India for holders of
their diplomatic and offi-
cial passports. This
arrangement allows for
Bahamian and Indian offi-
cials to enter the territory
of the other party without
the need of a visa.

This agreement facili-
tates the travel required in
the growing talks between

the two Commonwealth
States, which established
bilateral diplomatic rela-
tions in 1975.

Following the ceremo-
ny, Minister Henfield and
High Commissioner Naik
took the opportunity to
discuss matters of mutual
interest, including on the
progress made with
respect to the implementa-
tion of the Visa
Facilitation arrangement
that allows Indian nation-
als in possession of a
Canadian, Schengen, UK
or US visa to enter and
visit The Bahamas with-
out the need for a visa.
Other matters addressed
were technical assistance
and membership in inter-
national bodies.

Pictured signing the
documents are Minister of
Foreign Affairs, the Hon.
Darren Henfield, right,
and His Excellency Mude
Sevala Naik, left.  (BIS
Photos/Derek Smith)

Chinese Embassy Donates to
Bahamas Feeding Network
The People’s Republic of
China is helping to feed
the needy in the Bahamian
community with a gener-
ous food donation to the
Bahamas Feeding
Network (BFN).

The Embassy pur-
chased $3,000 worth of
food from local whole-
salers on BFN’s behalf.
The gift, which comes in
the wake of Thanksgiving,
placed a smile on the face
of Executive Director
Philip Smith who said it
would go a long way in
helping society’s most

underprivileged.
“The food supplies are

sufficient for 1,750 meals
which will go toward
helping to feed the more
than 40,000 persons who
do not know where their
next plate of food will
come from,” said Smith,
who oversees the opera-
tion that cooks and distrib-
utes some 3,500 hot meals
and distributes 500 food
parcels a week from its
base at Moseff House in
Fox Hill. 

“Anyone who needs
food can come to us. We

never want to see anyone
go hungry,” he said.

Former President of the
Bahamas China
Friendship Association,
Philip Simon brought the
Network to the consulate’s
attention. Every year the
Chinese Embassy seeks to
support charitable works
in The Bahamas. 

“He told us about the
organization’s mission to
provide food for the poor
and we wanted to help,”
said Chinese Ambassador
Huang Qinguo.

“Bilateral relations

exist not only between the
two governments but also
between our people. We
would like the Bahamian
people to feel the greet-
ings and goodwill from
the Chinese people as we
head into the holiday sea-
son.” 

He added: “It is my
great honor to present
$3,000 worth of food to
the Bahamas Feeding
Network to support the
great cause of fighting
against hunger.”

Following the presenta-
tion, Smith led

Ambassador Qinguo on a
brief tour of the organiza-
tion’s facilities. Inside the
humble building more
than a dozen volunteers
worked in harmony pack-
ing food parcels and
loaded vans with hot
meals to distribute through
a web of non-profit organ-
isations of churches, soup
kitchens and other feeding
programs.

Bahamas Feeding
Network is the brainchild
of His Excellency Frank J
Crothers, Ambassador of
the Sovereign Military

Hospitaller Order of St
John of Jerusalem of
Rhodes and Malta.
Launched in 2013, the
Bahamas Feeding
Network commenced
operation preparing
around 450 fresh meals
and distributing around 50
food parcels to its feeding
partners. To date, the
Bahamas Feeding
Network has distributed
more than $450,000 in
food vouchers to those in
need. This year alone the
organization has made and
shared 182,000 meals.

4 On Thursday, November 29, the Bahamas Feeding Network collected dozens of cases of chicken, rice and other food items sufficient to create half of all meals pre-
pared by the organization on a weekly basis. The donation was courtesy of the Chinese Embassy. From left to right, Bahamas Feeding Network Chairman Felix

Stubbs, Bahamas Feeding Network Executive Director Philip Smith, Chinese Ambassador Huang Qinguo, Ministry of Foreign Affairs’ First Assistant Secretary Meryl
Deveaux and Counsellor and Deputy Chief of Missions Yin Haigang. Photo by disha Fraser for dP&a.

4 Executive Director of the Bahamas Feeding Network Philip Smith led Chinese
Ambassador Huang Qinguo and Counsellor and Deputy Chief of Missions Yin

Haigang on a tour of Moseff House, a converted home which 
now serves as the organization’s headquarters on Fox Hill Road. 

Photo by disha Fraser for dP&a

4 Bahamas Feeding Network volunteers packaged food to feed the needy. The
organization prepares around 3,500 meals on a weekly basis. Thus far this

year, it has cooked and distributed 182,000 meals. 
Photo by disha Fraser for dP&a
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All Those Sufferers
First, the news: WORKS Minister
Desmond Bannister revealed yesterday
that 5,412 households across the country
are “off the grid,” as a result of not paying
energy bills for 60 days or more and col-
lectively owe Bahamas Power and Light
more than $5m.

The Minister also explained: “…For the
last 20 years or so, many of our brothers
and sisters have been off the grid. And that
is a challenge. That is a challenge whether
it is 6,000 or whether it is one. One or two
are off the grid is a concern for all of us…” 

Yes, he did also claim as we echo: One
or two are off the grid is a concern for all
of us!

Quite frankly, Sir, we do not believe
you when you talk with such apparent
sympathy about the one or two who might
come to your attention as regards their
inability to cough up the money BPL wish-
es from them.

Indeed, Sir, we are absolutely con-
vinced that, instead of chatting about the
problem we all face with a monopoly that
either cannot or will not deliver the goods,
you should be about the real business of
demanding better from BPL.

In truth, however: We have now
reached that point where instead of pro-
viding viable solutions to the problems
now being faced by the people, highly
paid and similarly regarded ministers in
the new administration now seem obliged
to pore over the problem they face and
[with that done] they bombard the people
with statistics.

A most wonderful example of this kind
of ‘non-dealing’ with the people’s busi-
ness can be found embedded in some of
that stuff, the Hon. Minister of Works,
Desmond Bannister recently dished up in
the House of Assembly as he spoke on and
on and on regarding BPL’s parlous fiscal
state.

For the sake of the record, we dive into
some of Bannister’s long-winded litany.

And thus [as the Minister of Works
reported: “…“Since about 2004/2005,
BPL has been (saddled) with a legacy
debt. That legacy debt has reached
$500m.  The reality is, this is a company
that has been saddled with huge debts…It

has been a tradition by successive admin-
istrations for respective ministries to not
pay BPL in a timely manner…”

And he also reported that: “…BPL has
normally been left in arrears from any-
where between $90 and $100m annually
due to business practices; [that] in addi-
tion to the longstanding sums of millions
owed by consumers.

Bannister also revealed that BPL had
balances in receivables of $91,796,126.

Echo croaks: BPL had balances in
receivables of $91,796,126!

That’s right: NINETY ONE MILLION
DOLLARS+ ALMOST ONE MILLION
MORE DOLLARS!

Come on brother, your own litany of
BPL’s myriad of failures gives the lie to
such maladroit rhetoric.

As you would recall, Sir, you said:
There are 4,639 households without power
in New Providence; in Abaco, there are 58
consumers without electricity; in Acklins
with a combined balance of $36,353.35;
85 in Bimini with a combined balance
$136,040.93;  66 in Cat Island with a com-
bined balance of $34,342.43;  six in
Crooked Island with a combined balance
of $13,265.25; 

88 in Eleuthera with a combined bal-
ance of $113,778.75; 14 in Exuma with a
combined balance of $8,108.05; 11 in
Great Harbour Cay with a combined bal-
ance of $9,349.10; 52 in Inagua with a
combined balance of $311,200.15; and 36
in San Salvador with a combined balance
of $16,576.65; in North Andros there are
132 disconnected patrons holding a com-
bined balance of $128,393; 116 in Central
Andros holding a combined balance of
$153,458.92; 19 in Mangrove Cay with a
combine balance of $11,840.85 and 77 in
South Andros holding a combined balance
of $80,464.72.

In total, then:  These accounts owe
Bahamas Power and Light approximately
$5,393,857.50.

In other words, they who suffer do their
suffering thing throughout the length and
breadth of this Commonwealth of The
Bahamas.

Sir, You should be up and doing with
helping all those sufferers!

--“…It’s the people’s
march and we’re the gov-
ernment that declared
that it’s the people’s time
so if it’s the people’s
time, we should be sup-
portive of this march, or
at least be willing to hear
what the people are say-
ing. If standing up for the
people makes me a rebel
then so be it, but I am for
people. People must feel
comfortable and people
must feel like they’re
advancing in their coun-
try…”

Sir: The Climate Change!
I believe it changed in

that sweet moment when
[as the newspapers
reported]: HUNDREDS
of Bahamians stormed
Bay Street yesterday to
protest against the
Minnis administration,
high unemployment and
rising electricity bills.

I read that: Tensions
ran high during the
protest, dubbed the
“Enough is Enough”
march, yesterday morn-
ing and shortly after
10am more than a dozen
officers of the Royal
Bahamas Police Force
tried to divert protesters
by dragging barricades
across Rawson Square...

A little while ago, one
of our littlest of pundits
then made the litle point:-
-- Rarely does a sitting of
the House of Assembly
pass without a Cabinet
minister bringing a file
detailing further PLP
sins.

And then, the little one
says the obvious: The
PLP was at its lowest
point after the election. It
only won four seats and
37 percent of the vote.
Some of its base went
against it.

And then, like
wow/blam, ouch---the
little one blurts: The PLP
has made a shrewd calcu-
lation that time may
prove correct. 

The opposition knows
the FNM name-and-
shame policy could only
last so long before voters
get bored. Eventually
they will say, “Enough! 

By damn, the little
smart thing sounds like a
good old PLP-
PLANT/planted in the
bosom of YUNO-
HOOOOOOOOOOOOO
!

The little one would
have his real folks
believe that: Dr. Hubert
Minnis’ FNM does not
talk enough about jobs. It
does not speak enough of
its economic vision. It
does not sell what it has
coming that would help
employ some of the thou-
sands who are broke and
hopeless.

And then, like
wowwwwwwwwwwww
w, the little one prophe-
sies: Minnis should
expect increased attacks
[from the opposition] on
this point. 

Oyez! Oyez!
One good thing about

politics in this country
has to do with how good
the British were back in
the day when –by hook
or by crook- they decided
that they would cede
governmental control in
the Bahamas to a duop-
oly of interests, one
being the Progressive
Liberal Party and the
other, a strange amalgam
of money, jealousy, fool-
ish pride and a smidgen
of the purest spite; thus
to this day, those interests
still contend for control
over the state apparatus!

Interestingly enough,
things as they are bear
the essence of the
Pindling mystique and
aura.

This is most interest-
ing!

Thus in Times Past-
Pindling; and thus in
these powerful days:
Pindling!

May we all remember
that Pindling who was
the Founding Father of
The Commonwealth of
The Bahamas!

With that point noted
and agreed, I turn to the
views of one of our lit-
tlest of baby pundits who
would wish today’s Free
National Movement a life
in the cat-bird’s seat a tad
longer than what seems
its’ current one sad term
in office!

As the little one cries:
“…The FNM should
know  that elections are
not lost in the weeks
before general elections.
They are lost when those
in power become
detached from the reali-
ties of the people. They
pursue one course when
the people want some-
thing else. The people
grow weary of disap-
pointment over the
months and years and
turn away long before
they cast their ballots…”

The little one is
absolutely correct!

Babes and suckling
sometimes know precise-
ly what time it is! 

And thus, the little one
explains: “…Since the
Free National Movement
(FNM) won the May 10
general elections it has
done a good job exposing
Progressive Liberal Party
(PLP) misdeeds during
the party’s last term in
office. Millions went to
cronies. There was mis-
feasance.

HUNDREDS of
Bahamians stormed Bay
Street yesterday to
protest against the
Minnis administration,
high unemployment and
rising electricity bills.

Tensions ran high dur-
ing the protest, dubbed
the “Enough is Enough”
march, yesterday morn-
ing and shortly after
10am more than a dozen
officers of the Royal
Bahamas Police Force
tried to divert protesters
by dragging barricades
across Rawson Square...

Now for some more
Oyez! Oyez!

And by damn, when I
am done, there will be a
sweet touch of
owwwwwww!

But whilst, oyez
reigns, note with the
good reverend Frederick
A. McAlpine:--“…It’s
the people’s march and
we’re the government
that declared that it’s the
people’s time so if it’s the
people’s time, we should
be supportive of this
march, or at least be will-
ing to hear what the peo-
ple are saying. If stand-
ing up for the people
makes me a rebel then so
be it, but I am for people.
People must feel com-
fortable and people must
feel like they’re advanc-
ing in their country.
Unfortunately in this sea-
son, many people in The
Bahamas feel like every-
body else is advancing
except for Bahamian
people. I’m here because
I’m pro-people…”
Reverend Frederick
McAlpine.

This is where I would
like to introduce, my
sweet ouuuuuuuuuuuch!

This ouch-moment
comes packaged in with a
note to
YUNOW_HOOOO!

Sir: The Climate
Change!

I believe it changed in
that sweet moment when
[as the newspapers
reported]: HUNDREDS
of Bahamians stormed
Bay Street yesterday to
protest against the
Minnis administration,
high unemployment and
rising electricity bills.

I read that: Tensions
ran high during the
protest, dubbed the
“Enough is Enough”
march, yesterday morn-
ing and shortly after
10am more than a dozen
officers of the Royal
Bahamas Police Force
tried to divert protesters
by dragging barricades
across Rawson Square...

And then, I dared say
to myself; this time
around in my new-found
guise as the great-grand-
son of John Albert Sands;
the grand-son of his
daughter, Viola Sands,
son to the blessed Miss
Sylvie, who was once
upon a time, Sylvia
Sands---and thus, if I
wished, I could have my
tired old-self re-named:
Frederick-Felix Sands.

But yet, the fact
remains---Sir: The
Climate Change!

The Rough Cut
By Felix F. Bethel

“…the climate change…”
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