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Stop over visitors –
those who spend 20 per
cent more than cruise pas-
sengers – have increased
by 15.7 per cent over the
first  six months of this
year.

According to Tourism
Minister, Dionisio
D’Aguilar, on the domes-
tic side of things, New
Providence, Eleuthera
and Abaco are all doing
well.

“Exuma is about the
same, but I think they’re
just maxed out,” he said. 

“They need more
rooms, they need more
hotel infrastructure to
grow, and obviously
we’re going to put the
new airport down on that
island.

“San Salvador is up,
the only island that isn’t
up and we know why, is
Grand Bahama.”

While the islands are
experiencing if not dou-
ble digits, high single
digit increases year over
year, admittedly, the
Minister said there are
challenges.

“If you speak to the

BY JAMEELHA MISSICK
Journal Staff Writer

ealth Minister
Doctor  Duane
Sands  confessed
that he deviated

from  the normal proce-
dures  of awarding a con-
tract to   Magic Touch
Cleaning Company in the
Frank Smith extortion and
bribery trial yesterday in
the Magistrates Court.

Evidence coming out of
the high profile case has

revealed that Dr. Sands
awarded a nearly $2 mil-
lion contract to Barbara
Hanna’s Magic Touch
Cleaning Company for the
Princess Margaret
Hospital, without board
approval.

Mrs. Hanna  con-
tributed $300 to Dr. Sands’
2017 election campaign.

Former PLP MP Smith,
is alleged to have extorted
tens of thousands of dol-
lars from Mrs. Hanna after
awarding a cleaning con-

tract for PMH’s critical
care block.

In court yesterday, Dr.
Sands testified that he did-
n’t award a contract to
Hanna,  but approved the
award of the contract to
Magic Touch Cleaning
Company.

Dr. Sands said the con-
tract had board approval,
but lead defense counsel,
Keith Knight QC, argued
that Dr. Sands said the

BY JAMEELHA MISSICK
Journal Staff Writer

H

Sands Confessed
to Breaking Rule

ew Providence
firefighters faced
a busy weekend

tackling blazes Friday,
Sunday and yesterday
morning at Bahamas
Power and Light’s Clifton
Pier Power Plant. 

While this fire proved
to be just as large as the
others, it again warranted
the attention of the fire
department’s manage-
ment team.

Fire  Chief  Walter
Evans said  late Friday
night his team met heavy
smoke emanating from
the plant’s basement level
housing its major genera-
tor. 

He explained that four
units and four hours later,
the blaze was brought
under control and extin-
guished. 

After a break on
Saturday, Sunday night
saw a similar incident
with fire coming from the
same area.

On  Monday just
before 9:00am another

BY LEAH COOPER
Journal Staff Writer

BPL’S
CLIFTON
PLANT

ENDURES
ANOTHER
BLAZE

g See SANDS / page 2...

g See CLIFTON / page 2...

4 Minister of Health, Dr. Duane Sands

Teen Behind Bars
for Murder

A teen was yesterday charged
before Magistrate Cochina Marshall,
for one count of murder.

It is alleged that the 17-year-old,

Rock Crusher resident is behind the
February 3rd murder of Okell
Solomon.

Solomon was shot late that night on
Brougham Street, off East Street after

BY JAMEELHA MISSICK
Journal Staff Writer

g See TEEN / page 3...

STOP- OVER
VISITORS
NUMBERS

UP

N

As World Suicide
Prevention Day kicked off
yesterday, Health Minster
Dr. Duane Sands made the
opening address to
S a n d i l a n d s ’ s
Rehabilitation Center’s

Suicide Prevention
Symposium urging
Bahamians to pay close
attention to their loved
ones. 

According to global
statistics, approximately
one million people die

BY LEAH COOPER
Journal Staff Writer

g See VISITORS / page 2...

Bahamians Warned
of Suicide Crisis

4 Surgery schedules at the Princess Margaret Hospital have reconvened as scheduled maintenance of the
air conditioning systems in the Operating Theatres have concluded. The routine maintenance procedure
was conducted over the weekend and resulted in the hospital staggering surgeries as these works were

being carried out. As of Monday 10th September all surgery schedules were re-established.

Surgery Schedules Restored at PMH

g See BAHAMIANS / page 3...
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matter did not go to the
board. Mr. Knight asked
Sands if he had approved
any contract awarded with-
out board approval, to
which  Dr.Sands replied
that he did. 

Attorney Knight asked
if he recommended or
approved the award of any
contract emanating from
the PHA without the board,

since Magic Touch
Cleaning Company, and
Dr. Sands said no he has
not. 

The lawyer  further
questioned Sands about his
encounters with Hanna.
Dr.Sands said he doesn’t
think he told Hanna to go
to the police the first time
they spoke about the
alleged bribery and extor-
tion, but instead he took
note of what she said.

He said it was not until
several complaints to him
about the same issue did he
tell her to take it to the
police. 

Previously, Sands said
he received several calls a
day from Hanna and would
return the calls.

However, yesterday
Knight questioned Dr.
Sands about how he was
able to return Hanna’s calls
if he said when she called,

the number was blocked.
He argued that

Dr.Sands could not possi-
bly know it was Hanna
calling if it was blocked.

The Minister attempted
to clarify by saying the
number was blocked on a
regular call,  which means
he wouldn’t know who it
was unless he answered the
call.

He added that most of
the calls were WhatsApp

calls which weren’t
blocked because Hanna’s
number was saved in his
contacts. 

In response to the ques-
tion of why wasn’t the mat-
ter taken to cabinet, consid-
ering a cabinet decision is
based on a cabinet paper,
the witness responded that
some matters are discussed
at the table and cabinet does
not have a paper on a deci-
sion of this matter.

When asked if this was a
deviation of a policy, Dr.
Sands said his intent was to
show an example of devia-
tion from the process,
admitting that he did devi-
ate from the normal proce-
dures.

Dr. Sands said there is
no requirement of the PHA
to take financial matters to
cabinet. 

The trial resumes on
November 13th at 10am. 

Sands Confessed to Breaking Rule
gg Continued from / PAGE 1...

BPL’S CLIFTON
PLANT ENDURES
ANOTHER BLAZE

fire erupted. 
Superintendent Evans declined to speak to reports of sabotage, and  said

only that the matters are all under intense investigation and that in every
instance, the focus was on ensuring that the fires did not spread further. 

Following Friday’s fire, BPL officials explained that customers in that
part of town would experience load shedding over the next few days.

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...

family islanders, especial-
ly in the northern
Bahamas, they’re doing
very very well. 

“As you get further
down south in the chain,
the numbers are not doing

very well primarily
because of lift,” he added.

“We got to solve that lift
problem, getting people
there and addressing their
aviation concerns.

“If you speak to the
marinas, gang busters,
never had a better year.

“So there are a lot of
mariners coming to The
Bahamas and experiencing
our family islands that
way,” said Mr. D’Aguilar.

The minister said he’s
very excited, very encour-
aged and very optimistic. 

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...

4 Tourism officials at Friday’s press conference, from left: Director General of
Tourism Joy Jibrilu, Minister of Tourism & Aviation the Hon. Dionisio D’Aguilar,
Caribbean Tourism Organization Communications Specialist Johnson Johnrose,

and Ministry of Tourism General Manager/Global Communications Anita
Johnson Patty.  (BIS Photo/Kemuel Stubbs)

STOP- OVER VISITORS
NUMBERS UP

Leadership Learningshop held for SJC 
administrators and department heads

On August 24, 2018, St
John’s College campus, in
Stapledon Garden, hosted
a Leadership training-
shop, as the school pre-
pared for the commence-
ment of the new academic
year.

It was deemed critical
that members of the lead-
ership team be exposed to
best practices and the chal-
lenges of teambuilding and
teamwork.

The Learningshop took
the format of a pre-work-
shop exercise, then major
presentations by Hazel
Manning, a former
Minister of Education in
Trinidad and a principal in
The Leadership Firm, a
training group, and Dr.
Lincoln Marshall, a uni-
versity professor at The
University of Missouri,
and a principal in Marshall
Associates, and an alum-
nus of St. John’s College.

The Learningshop com-

bined sharing presenta-
tions with team building
exercises, along with two
special presentations by
Anglican Bishop Laish
Boyd and The Minister of
Education, Hon Jeff Lloyd.

Mrs. Hazel Manning, a
Certified John Maxwell
Trainer, set the tempo for
the workshop with a series
of introspective and criti-
cal analysis of the partici-
pants. The theme of her
presentation was
“Developing the leader
within you.”

The proposition posed
was “If you develop your-
self to become the leader
that you are, you have the
potential to grow”.

Participants were taken
through the five levels of
leadership by John
Maxwell, namely:
Position, Persuasion,
Production, People devel-
opment and Pinnacle.
…….The born leader theo-

ry was debunked. 
…….Title and seniority
theory was debunked.
… … . W o r k
experience…makes an
automatic leader was
debunked.
…….Wait until I get a
position to start develop-
ing as a leader…was
rejected.

There was great empha-
sis placed on the partici-
pants’ personal leadership
style, namely:
Leading with influence
Leading with values
Leading wit strategic
thinking
Leading with skills
Living in our comfort zone
Benefits of
Tension/stretching

Identifying 17
irrefutable laws covered
the focus of Dr. Marshall’s
presentation,, namely:
The law of significance

g See LEADERSHIP / page 8...

4 Chris Smith (Marshall Associates), Samantha Smith (Ministry of Education),
Brendan Foulkes (Hospitality Management),  Dr. Nev Evans (Principal St.
John’s College), Hazel Manning (The Leadership Firm), Winston Marshall

(Marshall Associates), Dr. Lincoln Marshall (Marshall Associates),

4 The Minister of Education, Jeff Lloyd treated the participants with a 
thorough analysis of the Education portion of the Bahamas’ National

Development Plan.
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GOT NEWS?
Please call The Bahama
Journal’s News TIP 
LINE at 356-7254 
and let us know!

N O T I C E
The Royal Bahamas Defence Force invites bids to the
Tenders Board for insurance coverage for The Royal
Bahamas Defence Force’s Building, Musical
Instruments, and Warehouses.

2. Specifications and schedules of assets can be
obtained from the Ministry of Finance, Monday through
Friday between 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.
3. The quotes must be itemized to show the follow-
ing: 

a) Increased Value
b) Protection and Indemnity 

4. In providing quotations, reference the Buildings,
the Musical Instruments and Warehouses for the Royal
Bahamas Defence Force, the date for commencing
coverage is the 30th September 2018 to 30th
September 2020.  The final date for submission is
Friday 14th September 2018.

All submissions are to reach the Ministry of
Finance by 5:00 p.m. on or before the above-men-
tioned date and to be addressed to the:

Financial Secretary
Cecil Wallace-Withfield Centre

P.O. Box N-3107
West Bay Street

New Providence, The Bahamas

Bahamians Warned of Suicide Crisis

from suicide, and this
translates to one suicidal
death every 40 seconds. 

In fact, the World Health
Organization’s (WHO)
predicted that in two years
the rate of death by suicide
will increase to one every
20 seconds. 

Dr. Sands said, “these
figures are not meant to
cause alarm or panic. They
are meant to strike the crit-

ical need for each and
every one of us to sit up
and pay attention.

“Let’s sit up and pay
attention to the warning
signs that a friend or loved
one may be contemplating
suicide, or maybe that we
ourselves may be harbour-
ing thoughts of suicide. 

“The theme, ‘Working
Together to Prevent
Suicide’, is perfectly fit-
ting when it come to the
actual work that must be
done if we are going to

reduce the rate of suicide
in The Bahamas.”, he
said. 

Experts say signs of a
loved one that may be at
risk are often unclear and
difficult to interpret. 

Dr. Sands said, “Some
people facing suicidal cri-
sis may not appear obvi-
ously distressed. Others
may show changes in
behaviour and nothing
alarming or even indica-
tive of the personal crisis
that precedes suicide.”

He added, “then, there
are others who openly talk
about taking their own
lives, but some of us just
push it aside as drama or
as attention seeking
behavior.

“It is usually a combi-
nation of factors that
leads to suicide. It could
be debt, living alone or
loneliness, bereavement,
bullying, a breakdown in
the family structure from
divorce or death. All of
these things can play a

part,” said  Dr. Sands.
While many may find

discussing suicide diffi-
cult, similarly those con-
templating suicide are
trapped by silence.

He said, “Information
sharing is a key in our col-
lective approach, and we
must be our brother and
sisters’ keeper. This year’s
World Suicide Prevention
Day theme should be
more than a slowly for-
gotten slogan, but it
should become a creed to

live by.”
The Minister said, “It

should inspire us to take
care of our neighbours, to
take care of  our friends,
to take care of our family,
to take care of our col-
leagues, and anyone that
we come into contact
with.”

The symposium fea-
tured presentations from
health care professionals,
law enforcement, urban
renewal workers, and
community workers.

4 Sandilands Rehabilitation Centre in partnership with Pan American Health Organization held a Suicide Prevention Symposium on September 10,
2018 at Church Of God Auditorium, Joe Farrington Road.  In the photo, Dr. the Hon. Duane Sands greets Public Hospitals Authority representatives

at the symposium. (BIS Photo/Patrick Hanna)

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...

4 Dr. Esther de Gourville of PAHO/WHO. (BIS Photo/Patrick Hanna)

Teen Behind Bars
for Murder

two men approached him
demanding his vehicle.

When he refused, he

was shot.
Solomon died in hospi-

tal a short time later.
His alleged killer was

not required to enter a plea
and was remanded to The

Bahamas Department of
Corrections until
December 11th for service
of a voluntary bill of
indictment. 

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...
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Wilderness Days
One of the more interesting aspects of

politics as it is understood in The Bahamas
has to do with that great extent to which
very many people in this country identify
their struggles and their myriad of redemp-
tion dreams to the Jewish people who are
also identified as God’s Chosen people.

This is quite understandable in the clear
light of history which links The Atlantic
Slave trade and its plethora of Maafa-
defined sorrows to the time-immemorial
trials of the Jewish people; with especial
reference to that 1939-1945 Holocaust
when they were threatened with a so-called
final solution.

And thus in these hard times, very many
Bahamians continue to yearn for the soon-
coming of their long-promised land; thus
some of their current woes as they despair
in these VAT+ crime-challenged times.

In a sense, then: These are times when
some of our leaders in civil society are –as
their predecessors did some fifty-plus years
ago- looking into the Scripture for guide as
they imagine a better future for our
Bahamas.

And thus, we too feel obliged to be
reminded of that time when—as we have
concluded---God’s command to Moses and
Aaron was direct and to the point:
“…Speak ye unto the rock before their
eyes; and it shall give forth his water, and
thou shalt bring forth to them water out of
the rock…”

Note well: When the Hebrews were
thirsty and could find no water, they
became impatient and did not remember the
power of God which had, nearly forty years
before, brought them water out of the rock. 

Instead of trusting God, they complained
of Moses and Aaron, and said to them,
"Would God that we had died when our
brethren died before the Lord!" 

And as we read: They angrily inquired,
"Why have ye brought up the congregation
of the Lord into this wilderness, that we and
our cattle should die there?

As the Word so solemnly declaims:
AGAIN the congregation of Israel was
brought into the wilderness, to the very

place where God proved them soon after
leaving Egypt. The Lord brought them
water out of the rock, which had continued
to flow until just before they came again to
the rock, when the Lord caused that living
stream to cease, to prove His people again,
to see if they would endure the trial of their
faith or would again murmur against Him. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying,
Take the rod, and gather thou the assembly
together, thou, and Aaron thy brother, and
speak ye unto the rock before their eyes;
and it shall give forth his water, and thou
shalt bring forth to them water out of the
rock…

As Holy Scripture reveals: Moses dis-
obeyed the Almighty.

In short, Moses sinned.
And thus today, we note that: One of the

more interesting lessons that is to be
gleaned from Holy Scripture has to do with
how it sometimes arises when Leaders defy
both God and Man; and thus find them-
selves mocked and scorned by the people
they would lead from slavery into promised
lands of freedom.

And thus today, we can also report –as
fact revealed: Very many right-thinking
Bahamians are murmuring their complaints
as to how they are currently being led and
promised.

In sum, then: As we look in on some of
our current woes and challenges, we now
remember [from Holy Scripture] that time
when God’s people wearied of their leaders
and when as a consequence they teetered on
the edge of despair.

And the Lord spake unto Moses and
Aaron, Because ye believed Me not, to
sanctify Me in the eyes of the children of
Israel, therefore ye shall not bring this con-
gregation into the land which I have given
them." 

And thus as the struggle in these
Bahama islands for bread, freedom, dig-
nity and justice continues in these
wilderness days—The Bahamian people
–in their hundreds of thousands-still
believe in the healing and salvific
power of Daniel’ God.

GOT NEWS?
the Bahama 
Journal tiP 

Line is here 356-7254

As I sit here at the beginning of a new
month and reflect on the newspaper articles
of the past several weeks, I can but shake
my head in frustration and ‘bogglement’ as
our country appears to be settling into the
same ol, same ol formula of leading us
nowhere fast!

A dearth of inactivity is descending upon
the new government, blanketing the promise
of change and hope that accompanied them
on their arrival into office.  It appears sadly
that this government is on its way to also
turning into a ‘gubment’ - thus leading me to
take pen to paper once again to try, and try
hard, to ask them to please ‘see what dey
lookin’ at’. We have answers to some of
these challenges staring us right in the face,
but they still ain’ getting it!

Credit ratings continue to loom dark and
threateningly on our horizon, requiring the
country to show significant progress in eco-
nomic activity. But the same ol’ formula
persists of waiting with beholden hands
thrust forward towards foreign direct invest-
ment to solve the problems of the nation.
Same story, different day….which leads to
the conclusion that slavery will remain alive
and well as long as we retain our role as
colonial dependants relying on any outside
master to save our souls!

This came into stark realization recently
during a conversation with a learned friend
as he adamantly bemoaned the fact that
government suffers because not enough
‘good’ people are offering for political
office. I promptly refuted this premise by
saying that one did not need to be in politi-
cal office in order to promote positive
change.  In fact it is my firm belief that a
strong, passionate and committed civil soci-
ety can offer and contribute so much more
to their country by remaining out of politi-
cal office with the freedom to contribute
more effectively, unfettered by the con-
straints and red tape of ‘politricks’.

In addition, governments are saddled
with a huge civil service, the majority of
whom are deeply and historically
entrenched in a silo-like mentality that they
guard and protect relentlessly, resisting
change, and throwing up whatever blocking
mechanisms are needed to ensure that their
way remains the only way. Thus the wheels
of the government train continue to turn
ever so slowly (and often grind to a halt), as
the various cars go sluggishly on their inef-
ficient way in all sorts of directions, ne’er to
meet as one in order to work together effec-
tively……and meanwhile the people suffer. 

Yes, governments might be elected to
make and affect policy, but how is that pol-
icy arrived at, and how is it put into action?
Talk is cheap and though it can be made to
sound so exciting - it is, in essence, hot
air….talk does not execute – actions exe-
cute, and actions speak louder than words!
The essential element that is needed for
progress and development is creativity.
Creatives and civil society should be sitting
around every policy table because they are
the ones on the ground, and they are the
‘thinkers outside the box’ needed to identi-
fy a challenge and offer suggestions and
solutions to address it and promote positive
change! By working together, creatives and
civil society are the essential links that
strengthen the chain of government.

The government’s plans to offer afford-
able lots to the uniformed forces have hit a
roadblock apparently because their appli-
cants cannot qualify for a mortgage. So why
aren’t we offering beautifully designed
clapboard houses for affordable housing
purposes? The clapboard house is a unique
gift from our ancestors and an important

part of our heritage as Bahamians. We have
completely ignored this resource because of
the misguided shame and stigma attached to
the clapboard house as being a house of the
poor Bahamian from ‘over–the-hill’. What
an utterly stupid notion! We must recognize
what an important resource the clapboard
house is, as the Forestry Unit in the
Ministry of Environment and Housing pre-
pares to protect our important native pine
forests - a resource that is literally growing
in our backyard. The milling of the pine
trees is in itself an industry which can pro-
vide the materials for the clapboard homes –
yet, at our peril, we ignore this obvious
source of industry and economic independ-
ence! 

In the same vein, we are losing our
Bahamian straw industry resources in the
persons of our amazingly talented straw
weavers, and thereby failing to pass on this
intangible heritage skill to the next genera-
tions of Bahamians – something that was
unheard of a few decades ago when I was
growing up. 

I was aghast to hear a young Bahamian
student from UB state that ‘ain nobody
checking for no straw job – dat finish!’ Who
can blame him for this attitude when we
ourselves have failed to tell our own suc-
cess stories from yesteryear, and we have
failed to celebrate with pride those straw
pioneers who have turned generations of
Bahamians into white collar professionals
by sending them to study at university from
the monies placed in the coffers from a
highly profitable straw industry. So staring
right at us, is yet another vibrant industry
that can be revived with the proper technol-
ogy to service our modern society – which
will entail training a new generation of
entrepreneurs to embrace a mass produc-
tion/industrial mindset - and provide much
needed economic empowerment to thou-
sands of Bahamians throughout our entire
archipelago! 

Are we going to sit idly by and lose this
important part of our culture as well? Do we
feel so ashamed of our heritage that we will
refuse to embrace these opportunities, and
instead cut off our nose to spite our face!
How stupid is this!

The Bahamas needs to assess its
strengths, re-examine its vision, determine
its future course, and execute it. We have to
be ready to compete in a 21st century glob-
al marketplace. The longer we take to start,
the longer it will take for us to implement
this change. 

Efficiency and effectiveness are sadly
and badly lacking in this society from the
top down – and this insidious lethargy con-
tinues to pervade our progress since medi-
ocrity is the norm, and meritocracy is
MIA…it is no small wonder that our brain
drain is so real and frightening!

When will we direct our resources to cor-
rect these shortfalls? When are we going to
implement viable forms of economic activi-
ty to anchor our country’s stability? I sub-
mit that the straw and clapboard house
industries can provide what we need for
economic activity – it is ours to own since
the raw materials are right here; we can
implement it right away using our own
skilled technicians to train others; it can
provide profitable employment throughout
the archipelago for generations of
Bahamians; it is sustainable and not harm-
ful to the environment; it is a win-win enter-
prise that is staring us right in the face.

Are we ready to ‘be who we is?'

Yours sincerely,
Pam Burnside

“BE WHO WE IS”
Dear Editor,

Letter to the Editor
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Kiwanis Club, Over
the Hill Aid in Family
Islanders’ Education

4 Standing left to right: Kiwanis Club of Over the Hill Distinguished President, John Clarke; BTVI
Associate Vice President of Fund Development, Alicia Thompson and Kiwanis Club of Over the Hill

President Designate, Victor Grant. Sitting left to right: Kiwanis Club of Over the Hill President,
Bradley Thompson and BTVI President, Robert W. Robertson. (Photo: Shantique Longley/BTVI)

The Kiwanis Club of
Over the Hill recently
made a scholarship dona-
tion of $2,000 for a family
island student to attend the
Bahamas Technical and
Vocational Institute

(BTVI). 
In the past, the club

focused on Old Bight High
School graduates and
active Key Club members
on Cat Island. They have
decided to broaden their

reach and make the schol-
arship available to all fam-
ily islanders.

The funds to support
this donation were derived
from the club’s annual
cook out.

BTVI President, Dr.
Robert W. Robertson is
grateful to organizations
that continue to invest in
the future of today’s youth,
thus investing in the coun-
try’s future.

Senior Officials in the
Public Service are meeting
over this three-week peri-
od to start intensive inter-
active consultative discus-
sions over the Draft Public
Financial Management
Bill (PFM).

The initiative is being
supported by the
Caribbean Regional
Technical Assistance
Centre (CARTAC), one of
the 10 International
Monetary Fund Regional
Technical Assistance
Centers (RTACs) located
around the world. 

Their purpose is to help
countries strengthen
human and institutional
capacity to design and
implement sound macro-
economic policies that
promote growth and
reduce poverty. 

Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Finance,
the Hon. K. Peter
Turnquest said during the
first day of consultations at
Melia resort, Monday,
September 10, 2018 that as
the government continues
to push forward with the
modernization of the
Public Service, a priority
of the Ministry of Finance
is to shape a new culture of
transparency and account-
ability in public finances. 

He said the PFM Bill
will do just that, along
with the soon-to-be-enact-
ed Fiscal Responsibility
Bill, proposed Public Debt
Management Bill, and
Public Procurement Bill. 

“These signature pieces
of legislation represent

Senior Officials in
Discussions over
Public Financial

Management Draft

4 Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Finance,

the Hon. K. Peter Turnquest

g See SENIOR / page 8...
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Senior Officials in Discussions over
Public Financial Management Draft

key pillars in the broader
public financial manage-
ment reform agenda. They
will reinforce the govern-
ment’s commitment to the
promotion of efficiency,
effectiveness, accountabil-
ity and comprehensive
financial reporting.”

The DPM said they will
also bring the country in
line with international best
practices governing public
financial management.

“In reality, our current
legal framework for public
financial management is
outdated and inadequate to
meet the demands of good
governance. Pushing for-
ward with this major leg-

islative overhaul is, there-
fore, a must. 

“Some of you may
recall that during the
preparation of the Fiscal
Responsibility Bill, numer-
ous shortcomings were
identified in the Financial
Administration and Audit
Act (FAAA).”

He said because of the
need for extensive revi-
sions, the government
made a decision to replace
the FAAA with a more
modern and appropriate
legislation, which will be
the ultimate result of this
process: A PFM Bill that
aligns with standards such
as the IMF’s Code of
Fiscal Transparency; and is
supportive of the other

body of legislation aimed
at securing the proper man-
agement of the country’s
public finances and pro-
moting fiscal discipline. 

DPM Turnquest said
broadly, the PFM Bill will
help to develop a new
institutional and regulatory
framework for managing
public finances. 

He said it will provide
the coherent legal frame-
work necessary to support
the broader introduction of
the Integrated Financial
Management Information
System (IFMIS), inclusive
of process improvements
that will strengthen
accountability, oversight,
management and control of
public funds.

The DPM explained that
in a material respect, the
PFM Bill will seek to:
- enhance, clarify and ade-
quately specify the roles
and responsibility of per-
sons/positions entrusted
with management and con-
trol of public funds, assets,
liabilities and other
resources. 
- build out provisions relat-
ed to financial manage-
ment, including the
requirements for the prepa-
ration of cash flow fore-
casts.
-enhance adequacy of
reporting provisions, espe-
cially in-year reporting of
fiscal information;
- specify accountability
expectations for govern-

ment agencies;
- include provisions related
to sanctions for financial
misconduct, financial
crimes, institutional sanc-
tions, recovery of losses
other than by surcharge and
publication of offences;
- consider improved over-
sight provisions for govern-
ment agencies;
- and expand provisions
related to annual budget
information disclosure
requirements. 

Deputy Prime Minister
Turnquest said he wanted
emphasize that the senior
public servants’ participa-
tion in the process is great-
ly appreciated, not only
because of the intrinsic
value of the work involved

but also because the out-
come of these legislative
changes will impact their
work in a material way. 

He said the PFM law
will set new standards and
hold public servants to a
higher standard of account-
ability, including those
elected by the people.  

“The Bahamian public
deserves a government that
understands its responsibil-
ity to be accountable. To
fulfill this obligation, we
need the tools to support
our work, and the legisla-
tive reform is all about that.
These changes will create
tools for you to use, for us
all to use, to serve the
Bahamian people better,”
DPM Turnquest said.

gg Continued from / PAGE 7...

Leadership Learningshop held for SJC 
administrators and department heads

The law of the big picture
The law of the niche
The law of Mount Everest
The law of the chain
The law of the catalyst
He law of the compass
The law of the bad apple.
The law of countability
The law of the price tag

The law of the scoreboard
The law of the bench
The law of identity
The law of communica-
tion
The law of the edge
The law of high morale
The law of dividends.

During the afternoon,
the Learningshop was
graced with two special

presenters.
Anglican Bishop,

Laish Boyd shared with
participants, the histori-
cal role of the Anglican
Church in education in
the Bahamas….and
reminded all that:” The
church is the
school….and the school
is the church.”

He further underscored
the opinion that ‘change
is constant.’ Additionally,
the Bishop challenged
all….”We must learn to
b e c o m e
comfortable…with the
uncomfortable.”

The Minister of
Education Jeff Lloyd
treated the participants

with a thorough analysis
of the Education portion
of the Bahamas’
‘National Development
Plan,’ - Vision 2040, and
how the government was
implementing it. He fur-
ther highlighted the fact
that technical and voca-
tional education must be
embraced as a matter of

priority and urgency. He
further confessed that
there were many chal-
lenges facing education
in the country….and pri-
vate institutions are being
asked to assist with the
program of taking in pre-
schoolers, so that they
can get an early start.  

gg Continued from / PAGE 2...
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