
VOL. 30 - NO. 219 75 CENTS

Shop at Standard 
ServiCeS where you 

could get 20% off 
Houseware, linen, 

lamps and draperies.
and much, much more

Shirley & Church Street 
Phone: 322-4635

STANDARD
SERVICES 

SUPPLIES LTD.

DEAN &  ASSOCIATES PROFESSIONAL
INSURANCE AGENTS & BROKERS

“Meeting Your Needs Efficiently and Professionally”

BUILDINGS (COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL)
LIFE - GROUP - MEDICAL - 

ANNUITIES - LIABILITY - MARINE - 
HOMEOWNERS - AUTO

Tel: (242)-356-0986 Fax: (242)-356-0987
Deal’s Plaza, Mackey Street

P.O. Box CB-13952 Nassau, Bahamas
8:30am - 4:30pm

THURSDAY - SEPTEMBER 13TH, 2018

A L L  T H E  N E W S  Y O U  N E E D  T O  R E A D  I N  T H E  M O R N I N G

Senior Police Officer
Gunned Down

4 The deceased is identified as Inspector Carlos Blatch (bottom right), an aide to Governor General Dame
Marguerite Pindling. Officers are pictured on the scen  e after the fatal incident occured. (Journal file photo)

olice are on a
manhunt for the
brazen assailant
who gunned

down a senior police
officer yesterday in
broad daylight. 
He has been identified

as Inspector Carlos
Blatch, an aide to
Governor General Dame
Marguerite Pindling. 
A s s i s t a n t

Commissioner of Police
Clayton Fernander
shared with reporters on
the scene that shortly
after 3pm the victim was

BY LEAH COOPER
Journal Staff Writer

g See SENIOR / page 2...

Sands
Laments
Dialysis

Unit Issues 

Health Minister Dr.
Duane sands said issues
surrounding dialysis in
The Bahamas is an
“ongoing crisis” that has
been occurring for over a
decade. 
Last month, the Public

Hospitals Authority
(PHA) issued a memo
proposing a weekly
charge rate of $150 for
transport patients to and
from the Dialysis Unit
three times a week.
This was hotly debat-

ed, but Dr. Sands said the
issues surrounding the
Dialysis Unit go far
beyond that. 
“We continue to have

significant challenges
because we don’t have
enough nursing, because
the equipment requires
upgrades, and all of these
things we are trying to
address to find out what
is the appropriate way

BY LEAH COOPER
Journal Staff Writer

g See SANDS / page 2...

Foulkes To Smith: I Prefer To 
Wait For The Attorney General

Labour Minister Dion
Foulkes yesterday
responded to Attorney
Fred Smith QC‘s warning
as the government contin-
ues to make provisions to

eliminate shantytowns on
the Family Islands. 
Mr. Smith this week

advised the government
that it may be in contempt
of court saying that he
thought the government
showed no respect for the
rule of law as it continued

to terrorize the Family
Island Haitian communi-
ties. 
Minister Foulkes said,

“I had a very successful
meeting, myself, the per-
manent secretary, my
ministry, and others went
down to Marsh Harbour

on Saturday. We had a
very successful meeting
with the Shanty Town
Action Task Force com-
mittee in Marsh
Harbour.”
He added, “They are

BY LEAH COOPER
Journal Staff Writer

4 Minister of Labour,
the Hon. Dion Foulkes

CARIBBEAN DEVELOPMENT BANK MAKES COURTESY CALL

4 Caribbean Development Bank (CDB) executives paid a courtesy call on Prime Minister, Dr. the Hon. Hubert A. Minnis, and Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of Finance, the Hon. K. Peter Turnquest on September 12, 2018 at the Office of the Prime Minister.   Pictured
are Prime Minister Minnis (second right), Deputy Prime Minister Turnquest (left), CDB President Dr. William Warren Smith (second left)

and CDB Director, Projects Department, Daniel Best. (BIS Photo/Yontalay Bowe)

P
Man Charged

With
Weekend
Murder

A man will spend his
birthday behind bars.
Dino Pinto, 37, was

yesterday arraigned
before Chief Magistrate,
Joyann Ferguson-Pratt,
on murder charges in
connection with the
September 8th death of
Jeremy Petti-Fere.
Petti-Fere was report-

edly stabbed to death at a

BY JAMEELHA MISSICK
Journal Staff Writer

g See CHARGED / page 2...

g See FOULKES / page 2...
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Senior Police Officer
Gunned Down

waiting in his vehicle
with his daughter to pick
up his son, who attends
H.O. Nash Junior High. 
“While sitting in the

vehicle, he was
approached by a lone
gunman, who pointed the
gun at him and ordered
him out of the vehicle.
Eventually, the culprit

fired a shot. He was hit
on the body,” he said.
He added that the gun-

man pulled the victim out
of the car and drove
away, and by this time his
daughter already left the
car seeking assistance.
EMS transported the

victim to hospital where
he later died, according
to police.
The assistant police

commissioner said that

this appeared to be an
armed robbery. 
The victim’s blue

Hyundai Elantra, license
plate #AH2087, was later
found on Trelawny Close
off Farrington Road. 
Mr. Fernander advised

the culprit to turn himself
in with his weapon or
“we will find you”. 
Police are appealing to

the public to assist with
their investigations.

Man 
Charged
With

Weekend
Murder

bar on Tonique Williams
Darling Highway.
His alleged killer was

not required to enter a
plea; neither was he
granted bail.
Pinto was remanded to

the Bahamas Department
of Corrections (BDOC)
until October 31st, 2018
for service of a voluntary
bill of indictment.
Pinto’s birthday is

September 23rd.  

Sands Laments Dialysis Unit Issues 
forward,” he said.
Dr. Sands added that

there is not enough treat-
ment time in the Princess
Margaret Hospital
Dialysis Unit, therefore a
number of patients experi-
ence a reduction in their
treatment time. 
A dialysis patient

should have three to four
hours of treatment for
three days a week.
However, some may only
receive two hours in one
sitting.
“These are real prob-

lems. We don’t have the
dialysis nurses to provide

the level of care that we
would like to provide, and
yet we’re mandated to
solider on,” he said.
The minister said the

issue of nursing and the
loss of critical care nurses
add to this problem. 
Dr. Sands said officials

are also seeking to make
much needed upgrades to
PMH.
“There have been com-

plaints about the lack of
availability of CAT scans
and imaging, and that is
because we are putting in
brand new imaging equip-
ment throughout the
Radiology Department,”
he said.

Dr. Sands added that
there was a need to contin-
ue to do the entire area at
once as opposed to con-
ducting renovations in
stages, which has created
some level of inconven-
ience for both the public
and staff. 
“When this is done, cer-

tainly by October, we will
have a brand-new CAT
scan, and we will have
brand new imaging equip-
ment,” Dr. Sands said.
He said that he expects

these face-lifts will dra-
matically improve the
quality of service and
technology moving for-
ward. 

Foulkes To Smith: I Prefer To Wait For
The Attorney General
working very hard.
There’s some 30 persons
from the private and gov-
ernment sector and from
local government.”
“I read Mr. Fred

Smith’s comments in the
dailies this morning and I
have to get advice from

the attorney general on
exactly what are the legal
implications of what he
said. I prefer not to offer
my opinion as an attor-
ney, but I prefer to wait
for the attorney general.” 
Just last week, the

minister told reporters
that because of the
injunction the New

Providence Shanty Town
Action Task Force has
been dissolved, thus end-
ing all efforts to demol-
ish these unregulated
communities in the capi-
tal.
However, he added

that their efforts will con-
tinue on the Family
Islands. 

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...
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4 Minister of Health, the Hon. Dr. Duane Sands
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Gov’t To Hold Skills 
Training Symposium
In an effort to address the
lack of sufficient skilled
Bahamian workers, the
Ministry of Labour has
partnered with the private
sector, educational insti-
tutions, labour unions and
civil society to hold a
national symposium on
skills development in The
Bahamas.
The symposium titled,

“Forging Our Future –
Assessing and Analyzing
the Skills Gap in The
Bahamas” is designed to
meet the demands of the
current and future needs
in the country.
“The longstanding neg-

ative impact of the dispar-

ity between employer
needs and the available
workforce has critically
limited growth of the pri-
vate sector and subse-
quently the economic
development of our
nation,” said Minister of
Labour Dion Foulkes.
“The government rec-

ognizes that Bahamian
employers regularly
struggle to find sufficient
staff with proficiency in
the necessary technical
and soft skills areas.
“Therefore, the

National Committee’s
goal is to create a stronger
pathway for job skills’
development and greater
productivity.”
The minister said the

government believes the

reduction in the skills gap
can provide a critical and
necessary step toward
improving the ease of
doing business, the
expansion of the private
sector, growth of the
gross domestic product
and increase in employ-
ment.
The symposium is

expected to identify key
issues, according to
Executive Manager in the
Ministry of Labour
Robert Farquharson. 
“Well the idea behind

the symposium is to get a
comprehensive report and
to submit recommenda-
tions to the Government
of The Bahamas to, if
necessary, adjust the tech-
nical and vocational train-

ing aspects in the commu-
nity,” he said.
“As well as the tertiary

level institutions in The
Bahamas, will be able to,
once they get this com-
prehensive report, and the
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s
attached to it, will be able
to adjust their programs to
make sure that they are
providing the skills, the
certifications and the
competencies needed for
Bahamians to fill these
skills gaps that are identi-
fied.”
The symposium is

expected to house about
100 participants including
the maritime, hospitality,
financial services, con-
struction, manufacturing,
health and allied services

sectors.  
“Each sector is doing a

lot to address this issue,
but maybe not necessarily
as collaboratively or coor-
dinated as possible,” said
Deputy Co-Chair of the
National Committee for
Industry & Skills
Development Matthew
Aubry. 
“So, Monday at the

symposium becomes an
opportunity for us all to
get under one roof, to
understand what the chal-
lenges are, to look at what
the educational opportu-
nities are out there, what
kind of certifications are
being presented,” he
added.
“These then can be

matched up with what the

ministry knows are job
gaps, with what private
industry realizes and is
looking down the line and
saying what are those, not
only current job skills
needed, but more impor-
tantly future job skills.”
The National

Committee for Industry
and Skills Development,
invites key leaders and
groups that haven’t been
contacted to reach out if
they would like to attend.
The symposium will be

held on Monday,
September 17th beginning
at 9:00 a.m., at the
National Training
Agency, Gladstone Road.
Prime Minister Dr.

Hubert Minnis is expect-
ed to bring remarks. 

BY JAMEELHA MISSICK
Journal Staff Writer
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GOT NEWS?
Please call The Bahama
Journal’s News TIP 
LINE at 356-7254 
and let us know!

N O T I C E
The Royal Bahamas Defence Force invites bids to the
Tenders Board for insurance coverage for The Royal
Bahamas Defence Force’s Building, Musical
Instruments, and Warehouses.

2. Specifications and schedules of assets can be
obtained from the Ministry of Finance, Monday through
Friday between 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.
3. The quotes must be itemized to show the follow-
ing: 

a) Increased Value
b) Protection and Indemnity 

4. In providing quotations, reference the Buildings,
the Musical Instruments and Warehouses for the Royal
Bahamas Defence Force, the date for commencing
coverage is the 30th September 2018 to 30th
September 2020.  The final date for submission is
Friday 14th September 2018.

All submissions are to reach the Ministry of
Finance by 5:00 p.m. on or before the above-men-
tioned date and to be addressed to the:

Financial Secretary
Cecil Wallace-Withfield Centre

P.O. Box N-3107
West Bay Street

New Providence, The Bahamas

BDB Past Managing Directors
Meet During 40th Year Activities 

Newly appointed
Managing Director, Mr.
Dave S. Smith treated
the former Managing
Directors to lunch, to
celebrate the Bank’s 40th
anniversary; also in
attendance was the
Honorable Minister Peter
Turnquest, Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of
Finance. 
During this auspicious

occasion Minister
Turnquest discussed how
the Bank could further
facilitate economic
development throughout
The Bahamas. This also
provided the former
Managing Directors the
opportunity to discuss
the Bank’s challenges
over the years and also
reminisce about the
many success stories
enabling the develop-
ment of the Bahamian

economy in various sec-
tors. 
Mr. Benjamin

Rahming, former
Managing Director
shared one of his fond
memories of how the
Bank made a tremendous
impact on the Bahamian
economy over the years.
One sector impacted was
Tourism as a number of
resorts were financed on
New Providence and
Family Islands. The
Bank also provided
funds to fisherman to
secure boats and other
equipment resulting in
increased revenue and
employment. 
Mr. Anthony

Woodside, commented
that the Bahamas
Development Bank has
impacted Transportation
as a number of mail
boats were financed by

the Bank over the years.
The services provided by
mail boats remains criti-
cal in assisting residents
throughout The Bahamas
supporting inter-island
transit, goods, materials
and passengers. 
Mr. Smith acknowl-

edged the importance of
listening to those who he
has taken over the reins
from, as he executes the
strategic plan for the
Bahamas Development
Bank. Since 1974, the
Bank has been the
Government’s catalyst in
facilitating and stimulat-
ing economic expansion
and diversification of
Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises
(MSMEs) and thereby
creating employment and
increasing opportunities
for exports. In our
Strategic Plan,

“Roadmap To Economic
Growth &
Diversification 2018-
2020” the Bank contin-
ues its focus on targeted
economic sectorial
development, expanding
the bank’s MSME fund-
ing center and provision
of other services. 
The BDB continues to

collaborate with various
Government ministries
and industry associa-
tions to execute its prin-
ciple functions which
include; promotion of
industrial, agricultural
and commercial devel-
opment via financing
and investing in
approved enterprises;
encouraging citizens of
The Bahamas to partici-
pate in business owner-
ship, and promoting eco-
nomic development of
The Bahamas. 

Managing Director, Dave S. Smith

CIBC FIRSTCARIBBEAN’S 
ANGUILLA OPERATIONS TO CLOSE 

CIBC FirstCaribbean
International Bank today
announced that it has
made the decision to close
its Anguilla office early in
the new year.
Managing Director of

Barbados and the EC
Islands, under which the
Anguilla business falls,
Donna Wellington, noted,
“We conducted a strategic
review of our business
across the region and
given the growth path we

have identified we have
made the difficult deci-
sion to close our opera-
tions in Anguilla. 
“Our operation in

Anguilla is a small one
accounting for just 5 per
cent of overall market
share there. Since the eco-
nomic downturn, our
business in Anguilla has
been experiencing opera-
tional losses. Given the
continuing economic cli-
mate, we have therefore

taken the difficult deci-
sion to close our office
there.” 
CIBC FirstCaribbean

has held discussions with
the Government of
Anguilla and the Eastern
Caribbean Central Bank,
as the regulator, and all
parties have agreed to
work in close coordina-
tion to ensure that the
transition can take place
in an orderly manner and
that all are committed to

ensuring continued finan-
cial stability in Anguilla.
The bank’s employees

in Anguilla will be offered
separation packages con-
sistent with the bank’s
policy.
Ms. Wellington added

that branch operations
will cease on Thursday,
31st January 2019 and the
bank was requesting all
account holders to close
their accounts and transfer
their business to another

commercial bank in
Anguilla.  As it prepares
for the closure of its
Anguilla branch the bank
will not be transacting any
new business with imme-
diate effect.
The regional bank is

also making arrangements
with National Commercial
Bank of Anguilla Ltd, to
allow clients with loan
facilities and credit cards
to service their debts to
completion.

Ms. Wellington assert-
ed, “We have met with our
staff in Anguilla to apprise
them of our decision and
we are fully committed to
supporting our employees
and customers through
this process.” 
She noted:

“Additionally, we will be
communicating with our
clients to offer them the
support they need in
winding up their business
with us.”

Rubis Partners with 
JCNP as Gold Sponsor
Rubis Bahamas Limited
has increased its com-
mitment to cultural
preservation in The
Bahamas by partnering
with the Junkanoo
Corporation of New
Providence (JCNP) as a
Gold Sponsor for the
next three years.
Through its sponsorship,
Rubis will provide need-
ed funding support to the
JCNP for the coordina-
tion of the annual
Boxing and New Year’s
Day Parades.
According to Sales &

Marketing Manager,
Latia Duncombe “Rubis
has sponsored at the
group level and it is
expected that this new

partnership will con-
tribute to this expression
of Bahamian cultural
heritage in another
meaningful way.” 
“Ensuring that the his-

tory and performance of
Junkanoo are passed on to
and enjoyed by future
generations of Bahamians
is an important goal for
us. Hundreds of
Bahamians, of all ages,
take part in Junkanoo
every year, with many of
them making personal
sacrifices to do so. Our
hope is that our support
will help to ensure
Junkanoo is preserved for
many years to come,” said
Duncombe.
The company has been

a strong supporter of cul-
tural and youth develop-
ment in The Bahamas for
many years and hopes that
this new partnership will
help to expand its impact. 
Rubis will have a

greater presence at the
upcoming parades, with
the Shirley Street Cup
Category being renamed
in the company’s honour
as the ‘RUBiS Shirley
Street Cup Category.’  In
recent years, the Shirley
Street Cup has become a
highly contested category
by all the groups. RUBiS
hopes that this will con-
tinue, as the groups bring
the excitement and energy
to Bay Street and Shirley
Street.
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ATTORNEYS for former
PLP Senator Frank Smith
on Saturday foreshad-
owed accusations of per-
verting the course of jus-
tice against the Crown
after the prosecution
conceded that a key com-
ponent of its evidence,
the call logs between the
accused and its key wit-
ness, are flawed and thus
warranted being recently
abandoned by the prose-
cution.
Damian Gomez, QC, told
Chief Magistrate Joyann
Ferguson-Pratt that the
defence would in time be
making a no case sub-
mission that there has
been a “deliberate falsifi-
cation” of the call logs
between Smith and
Barbara Hanna by agents
of the Crown to deceive
the defence in its prepa-
ration of the case and the
court into drawing
“adverse conclusions”
against his client.

Wowwwwwwwwwwww
wwwwwwwwww!

Gadjammmmmmmmmm
mmmmmmmmmi t : - - -
Clearly: Some has it—
some don’t!
“…We should have

been told long ago that
this has been abandoned.
We were never told…”
Chief Magistrate

Ferguson-Pratt said for
her part the matter was
“troubling,” given that
based on the legal dis-
cussions in court on
Saturday, the Crown was
using the call logs to
show that Smith, the for-
mer chairman of the
Public Hospitals
Authority (PHA), was
hounding Mrs. Hanna for
the $5,000 monthly pay-
ments he allegedly
demanded from her after
she got a cleaning con-
tract from that institu-
tion.
Believe me when I

say: I am now old-and
thus, I fear that the magic
touch will never be
mine!
Evidently, there are

folks galore in this land
who have just what it
takes to do their own ver-
sion of that sweet-old
magic touch.
And now to Circus

Maximus where: During
his testimony last week,
Sands said Hanna, who
donated $300 to his elec-
tion campaign in 2016,
alleged that she was
making monthly cash
payments of $5,000 to
Smith and that she asked
for his help.
Sands said he told

Hanna to go to the
police.
When the matter

resumed yesterday,
Smith’s attorney, Keith
Knight, QC, asked Sands
if he would be surprised
that Hanna gave evi-
dence that she called
Smith and told him to
“be careful because they
are out to get you”.
Sands said, “I would

answer no.”
Knight asked Sands if

he was “one of those out

to get Mr. Smith?”
“I’m not out to get

anybody,” Sands replied.
Sands was asked if he

told Hanna to go to the
police when she first
raised the allegation that
she was paying Smith.
Sands said he could

not “categorically say”
that he told her to go to
the police the first time
she told him about the
alleged payments.
Knight asked Sands if

“after the election you
became very active in
calling Minister
[Marvin] Dames” and
putting him in contact
with Hanna.
“I will accept that

description,” Sands said.
Knight asked, “A vir-

tual complainant who
you approved a contract
to without board
approval?”
Sands said he

approved a contract for
Magic Touch.
Knight asked, “She

got a contract approved
by you in the amount of
$1.8 million?”
Sands said yes.
Knight asked Sands if

he said that the contract
for Magic Touch was
“the subject of contro-
versy”.
“Yes,” Sands said.
Knight asked, “Did

you take this before
Cabinet?”
Sands said he did not

present Cabinet with a
formal document about
the contract.
Knight asked the min-

ister if he would be sur-
prised that in Hanna’s
evidence she said she
never “told a soul” about
the payments to Smith.
Well, by damn: With

malice toward none and
with nothing better to do
in these last and evil
days, I have presented
–as best I could- a pot-
pourri of words reeking
of said magic touch.
?!-------------weight to

that---------------------!?
“…We should have

been told long ago that
this has been abandoned.
We were never told…”

Wowwwwwwwwwwww
wwwwwwwwww!
And thence to more

Circus Stuff: Mr. Jenkins
effectively revealed that
the Crown had conse-
quently abandoned the
call logs as part of its
evidence against Smith,
something Chief
Magistrate Ferguson-
Pratt said she was just
hearing for the first time
on Saturday, and some-
thing lead defence attor-
ney Keith Knight, QC,
said Smith’s legal team
was never informed of
prior to that hearing.
Mr. Gomez’s submis-

sions came after lead
Crown attorney Edward
Jenkins, QC, objected to
the defence using the call
logs to cross-examine
Health Minister Dr
Duane Sands on the basis
that the BTC phone bills
associated with Mrs.
Hanna proved that the
call logs were flawed,

and that the defence
should instead utilise the
phone bills.
Mr. Jenkins stressed

that he was not conced-
ing that there has been a
deliberate manipulation
by any officer or Crown
witness involved in the
case. However, he said as
the billing records were
being ventilated in court,
the Crown began to con-
sider what the appropri-
ate view would be to take
concerning the call logs,
in that the prosecution
doesn’t want them to be
given “more weight than
they should be given”.
Mr. Jenkins effective-

ly revealed that the
Crown had consequently
abandoned the call logs
as part of its evidence
against Smith, something
Chief Magistrate
Ferguson-Pratt said she
was just hearing for the
first time on Saturday,
and something lead
defence attorney Keith
Knight, QC, said Smith’s
legal team was never
informed of prior to that
hearing. We should have
been told long ago that
this has been abandoned.
We were never told.”
Chief Magistrate

Ferguson-Pratt said for
her part the matter was
“troubling,” given that
based on the legal dis-
cussions in court on
Saturday, the Crown was
using the call logs to
show that Smith, the for-
mer chairman of the
Public Hospitals
Authority (PHA), was
hounding Mrs. Hanna for
the $5,000 monthly pay-
ments he allegedly
demanded from her after
she got a cleaning con-
tract from that institu-
tion.
Chief Magistrate

Ferguson-Pratt ques-
tioned how, as the tribu-
nal of both fact and law,
is she to now reconcile
being told that the call
logs, which were exhib-
ited by the Crown, are
“somewhat tainted
because it is not correct.
How could this court
deal with that? How do I
attach weight to that?”
?!-------------weight

to that---------------------
!?
“…We should have

been told long ago that
this has been abandoned.
We were never told…”

Wowwwwwwwwwwww
wwwwwwwwww!

Gadjammmmmmmmmm
mmmmmmmmmi t : - - -
Clearly: Some has it—
some don’t!

The Rough Cut
By Felix F. Bethel

“…that magic touch…”
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News from Rome
A very important meeting is set to be

held in Rome. 
We believe that this meeting between

The Holy Father and the presidents of the
bishops’ conferences of the Catholic
Church is of huge import to billions of
people worldwide, inclusive of tens of
thousands of believers in The Bahamas. 
As we have also learned: “…Massimo

Faggioli, a professor of historical theolo-
gy at Villanova University, said that
Francis' calling of the presidents of the
conferences to Rome was a "change of
course" from how his predecessors John
Paul II and Benedict XVI had considered
the national entities.
Under the previous pontiffs, said

Faggioli, there was "more emphasis on
the individual bishop's authority and less
on the bishops' conferences."
"The abuse crisis has changed this,"

said the theologian. "This rebalancing is
one of the effects of the abuse crisis on
Catholic ecclesiology."
Evidently, a matter of this great import

must be shared, understood and inwardly
digested.
As we recall, Cardinal McCarrick, a

former archbishop of Washington,
renounced his place in the College of
Cardinals in July following revelation that
he sexually harassed or abused several
young men during his rise to become one
of the U.S. church's most senior prelates.
Former Vatican ambassador Vigano

claimed in his Aug. 26 document that he
personally warned Francis about
McCarrick in 2013, but offered no sub-
stantiation of that claim.
And thus today, we feel obliged to

report: "…The Holy Father, hearing from
the Council of Cardinals, has decided to
call a meeting with the presidents of the
bishops' conferences of the Catholic
Church on the theme of 'protection of
minors. The meeting with the pope will
take place at the Vatican.
“Announcement of the first-of-its-kind

meeting comes as Francis is under intense
global scrutiny for his handling of clergy
sexual abuse after former Vatican ambas-
sador Archbishop Carlo Vigano released a
document Aug. 26 alleging a systemic
cover-up of allegations against now ex-

cardinal Theodore McCarrick.
“In his only remarks specifically on the

matter to date, the pope said Viganò's doc-
ument, which contains a host of unsub-
stantiated and ideological claims and has
now been revealed to have been drafted
with the help of several ultra-right-wing
Catholic figures, "speaks for itself."
“Francis is also set to meet Sept. 13

with the president and vice-president of
the U.S. bishops' conference in a kind of
high-profile encounter not seen since
April 2002, when eight U.S. cardinals
were summoned to Rome to discuss reve-
lations of abuse with Pope John Paul II.
“Galveston-Houston Cardinal Daniel

DiNardo, president, and Los Angeles
Archbishop Jose Gomez, vice-presi-
dent, will be joined in their meeting by
Boston Cardinal Sean O'Malley, a mem-
ber of the Council of Cardinals and the
head of Francis' advisory commission on
clergy abuse…”
Note also: “Although the pope meets

frequently with groups of bishops from
particular countries, a pontiff has never
before called all the presidents of the
world's bishops' conferences to Rome.
“The situation is so unprecedented that

when asked during the briefing how many
national bishops' conferences there are
across the globe, spokesperson García did
not have an immediate answer…”
But yet, it is salutary to find that: “…A

quick survey of available data indicates
there are at least 114 national conferences
of bishops in the Latin church and 21 syn-
ods, councils, and assemblies of Eastern-
rite Catholic Churches.
“The closest analogy to the upcoming

summit appears to be a Synod of Bishops,
when Catholic bishops from around the
world come to Rome for discussions on a
set topic. But alongside presidents of
bishops' conferences, Synods also involve
a swath of other prelates and Vatican offi-
cials, and they are normally announced at
least a year in advance…”
In sum, then, this matter [as it has been

framed] is hugely important; and thus, we
too pray for healing, for conciliation and
reconciliation between victim and victim-
izer.
May peace and love abide.
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BTVI student wins
small business grant 
A student of The

Bahamas Technical and
Vocational Education
Training Institute (BTVI)
in Grand Bahama is among
14 individuals awarded
grants by the government
for up to $5,000 to start
businesses. 
Curlene Bain, a grand-

mother of seven, is now a
step closer to launching
FastCrafts Fast Ferry &
Water Taxi Services,
thanks to the Grand
Bahama Micro and Small
Business Economic
Empowerment and
Entrepreneurial Incentive
Program. 
The self-starter grant

winners have a wide vari-
ety of businesses includ-
ing: photography, craft
stores, bakeries, entertain-
ment, education, event
planning, clothing stores,
tourism and transportation,
and fishing.  The program
empowers Bahamians 18
to 30 to establish small
businesses, providing
funding between $1,000
and $5,000 to acquire tools
and supplies for their busi-
nesses.  Funds will be paid
directly to the supplier.  
“I feel great. Someone

finally recognized what
I’m attempting to do. I no
longer feel alone,” said
Curlene who studies
Electronics Engineering at
BTVI.
The journey for Curlene

began while in a BTVI
Entrepreneurial Workforce
Prep class in spring 2018.
As one of the requirements
of the class was a business
plan, Ms. Bain approached
her instructor, Sherlock
Prince, to help turn that

class project into a submis-
sion for the government
program.
“Mr. Prince wanted

something real. It was not
a half way plan. I’m
impressed with that. I had
the direction of Mr. Prince
and could call on him.
Even my Accounts instruc-
tor, Jacqueline Stubbs,
helped me with the
accounting details,” said
Curlene who reportedly re-
wrote the plan about 10
times over a three month
period.
Grants were also award-

ed to existing small busi-
nesses wishing to expand.

The Grand Bahama
Chamber of Commerce
and the Grand Bahama
Port Authority are partner-
ing with the government in
this venture.
Phase I of the self-

starter program began with
a short business readiness
training course designed to
expose budding entrepre-
neurs, as well as existing
business owners to funda-
mental skills and tools in
business management best
practices – all aimed at
preparing them for the run-
ning of successful business
operations.
The second phase

afforded each candidate
the opportunity to compete
with their business class-
mates for a chance to win
an available business grant
of up to $5,000 for start-up
or expansion of their busi-
ness idea.
Mr. Prince expressed

pride in knowing his stu-
dent was successful in the
program.
“On the business plan, I

did some coaching, shared
some suggestions, but the
idea is hers. It shows she
would have learned some-
thing in the class. And she
puts a lot of passion and
precision in her work. The

plan was well written,” he
recounted.
Explaining the concept

of FastCrafts Fa  st Ferry &
Water Taxi Services,
Curlene said it will be a
day trip from Freeport to
Abaco twice a week, in
addition to tours of the
waterfront real estate mar-
ket, leaving at 8 am and
returning by 8 pm. 
“No one has ever

attempted to leave
Freeport to go to Abaco;
you usually go from
McLean’s Town to
Abaco,” she stated. 
Curlene has worked

assiduously in to get her

business up and running,
reportedly having invested
$6,000 of her own money,
working a day with a local
ferry company and travel-
ling as far as Canada to
visit a ferry and tour com-
pany. 
Meanwhile, BTVI’s

President, Dr. Robert W.
Robertson lauded the
instructors who went above
the call of duty to ensure
Curlene’s success.
“BTVI is generally try-

ing to assist in class and
outside of class. We found
a student who is innovative
and creative. We are fortu-
nate to have good faculty
who are practitioner schol-
ars. This (win) is an exam-
ple of putting theory into
practice,” said Dr.
Robertson.
Associate Vice President

of the Northern Campus,
Veronica Collie, said
BTVI’s mission of prepar-
ing students to become
economically independent
coincides with the govern-
ment’s vision.
“We are following one

of the government’s man-
dates, trying to get our peo-
ple to own a business and
not just work for others.
Curlene is taking advan-
tage of what we offer and
intends to eventually
employ BTVI students. It
is a proud moment,” said
Ms. Collie. 
Phase III of the program

will pair each grant winner
with a seasoned business
mentor, who will provide
expert advice and guidance
for their start-up or existing
business venture over the
course of the upcoming
weeks.

4 Bahamas technical and vocational institute (Btvi) Grand Bahama student, Curlene Bain has

landed a $5,000 grant to start a small business. She is the brainchild of fastCrafts fast ferry &

Water taxi Services, which she hopes to launch - thanks to the Grand Bahama Micro and Small

Business economic empowerment and entrepreneurial incentive Program. from left to right are

Btvi’s: entrepreneurial Workforce Prep instructor, Sherlock Prince; Head of auto Mechanics,

Kenton roker, Ms. Bain; President, dr. robert W. robertson and associate vice President of the

northern Campus, veronica Collie.
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Royal Caribbean’s Employee Cruises to Success

Ginea Wilson remembers
the exact moment she fell
in love with the Berry
Islands and knew she
would accept a job that
was never even close to
her radar. 
“We were heading over

to the island on the boat.
It was the most beautiful
sunset, everything around
was just sparkling, it took
your breath away. The
water and sky were so
blue you could not tell
where the water ended
and the sky began.”
That was 15 years ago.
Today, Wilson, who
recalls that introduction to
CocoCay as vividly as if
it just happened, is man-
ager of the island that is a
popular destination for

the world’s largest global
cruise line, Royal
Caribbean. She oversees a
staff of 116 and maintains
one of the most demand-
ing positions in the hospi-
tality industry – satisfying
up to 20,000 guests a
week whose pleasure
depends on many vari-
ables outside her control,
including the weather,
and many that only she
and her staff can manage.
“We handle everything
from logistics to tours to
staffing needs to securi-
ty,” said Wilson. “Every
day, every incident is
unique. You can be han-
dling a major HR (human
resources) issue one
minute and worry about
keeping the birds away

from the buffet line the
next.” 
Like other managers in
different positions on the
island, Wilson is con-
cerned that the public is
unaware of the high-rank-
ing roles Bahamians play
in RCL’s private island
operation or how impor-
tant it is to the local econ-
omy. 
“Over fifty percent of the
managers on the island,
including top manage-
ment, are Bahamian,”
said Wilson. “People also
do not understand how
many jobs the operation
of this island creates –
water taxis, glass bottom
boats, straw vendors,
parasailing, Customs,
Immigration. CocoCay is
a very significant revenue
generator for the commu-
nities of Great Harbour
Cay and Bullock’s
Harbour. And we are all
so proud to showcase our
country’s beautiful
islands to the guests of
Royal Caribbean that
come from all over the
world.”
RCL’s connection with
CocoCay is historic. 
“CocoCay was one of the
first private island desti-
nations for the cruise
industry anywhere in the
world,” explained Russell
Benford, Vice President,

Government Relations,
Americas. “That was 40
years ago and since then,
the model has changed
somewhat but the princi-
ple remains the same.
There is a sense of adven-
ture satisfying the desire
for a fantasy island expe-
rience and from all the
guest comments we
receive, CocoCay contin-
ues to be among their
favourite destinations.”
RCL is investing $200
million to expand the
island’s offerings, creat-
ing the first Perfect Day
Island experience. Along
with a thrilling water park
and activities like ziplin-
ing, the cruise line is
building a new pier to
handle the world’s largest
ships capable of carrying
6,000 guests plus crew. 
“During the 2019-2020
season, we aim to
increase the total number
of guests we bring to The
Bahamas from 1.2 million
to 1.75 million,” said
Benford. 
For Wilson, the higher
numbers will be all in a
day’s work.
“When you are on an
island, you play every
role – you are counselor,
teacher and preacher in
addition to the job you
have to perform,” says
Wilson. “It is not like

telling someone to go
down the street and see an
expert.” Wilson trained
for the work load without
realizing it. She grew up
in Nassau, her father the
h i g h l y - r e s p e c t e d
Permanent Secretary
Mark Wilson, her mother
a nurse and midwife who
somehow also found time
to bake cakes for wed-
dings and special occa-
sions. By the time she was
8, Ginea was stirring the
mix for her mom’s home-
made cakes and the act
stirred something in her.
She liked the activity of
it, but beyond that there
was a thought forming,
that if you got the scien-
tific reasoning down pat
for a mix, you could
adapt that formula to any
flavor you wanted. Her
childhood experimenta-
tion in the kitchen turned
into a fascination with
culinary arts. She attend-
ed Bahamas Hotel
Training College, did her
undergrad work at
Johnson & Wales
University in Providence,
Rhode Island, and in
2003, with several work
stints abroad and consult-
ing contracts in between,
earned a Master’s degree
in hospitality manage-
ment. It was as she was
graduating from FIU that
the cruise industry was
conducting a talent
search in conjunction
with her university
department. A professor
urged her to attend the
presentation. She resis-
ted, but caved in only

because he said at least
she would help them
make up the numbers to
avoid the school disap-
pointing the people mak-
ing the presentation. 
By the time her interest
was piqued and she
agreed to at least see the
private island Royal
Caribbean ran in The
Bahamas she said she felt
like she was swept away. 
“I felt like Jonah and the
whale,” she said. And
just like the biblical tale,
the story had a happy
ending. Wilson signed on
as a consultant, initially
writing policy to stan-
dardize practices in The
Bahamas and Labadee,
Haiti, where RCL man-
ages another private
island destination. She
moved up every time
there was a vacancy until
she hit the top where she
is today and has been for
the past nine years.  
It is harder these days
with a 4-year-old at home
in Nassau. Sometimes
she is gone for three
weeks at a time. But she
loves the continuing
challenges.
“When the guests leave

the island, that’s when the
real work begins, it’s
24/7, the show must go
on, she says. She likes the
never-ending change and
co-workers like working
with her. 
“She understands team

work, she gets the culture,
she knows the people,”
says Assistant Island
Manager Hubert Rolle.
“She’s good, real good.”

4 CocoCay Island Manager Ginea Wilson 
celebrates 15 years with Royal Caribbean Cruises
Ltd, rising to the cruise company’s top onshore
position in The Bahamas. She holds a Master’s

degree in hospitality management.

Bahamian Manages
up to 4,000 Guests
Daily and 115+ Staff
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