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Andros Crash Caused 

By Human Error
nvestigators have

determined that

human error led to

the January 17th

plane crash off Andros

that killed all onboard.

According to the report

posted on The Bahamas

Air Accident Investigation

department’s (AAID) web-

site, the pilot’s limited

qualification, experience

and proficiency in operat-

ing in weather deemed

“less than visual meteoro-

logical conditions” due to

reduced visibility and rain,

were contributing factors

in the incident. 

The 17-page report, said

AAID was notified of an

overdue U.S. registered

Piper Aztec with 6 souls -

1 pilot and 5 passengers -

on board.

The plane was enroute

from San Andros to the

Lynden Pindling

International Airport. 

BY JAMEELHA MISSICK
Journal Staff Writer

A L L  T H E  N E W S  Y O U  N E E D  T O  R E A D  I N  T H E  M O R N I N G

Chief Justice welcomes U.S. Chargé d’Affairs

4 Chief Justice Jon Isaacs welcomed U.S. Chargé d’Affairs, Stephanie Bowers during a courtesy call at his
Office, Tuesday, July 31, 2018.  (BIS PhotoPatrick Hanna)

aG: crown land should not Be wasted

4 Attorney General Carl Bethel  
(Journal file photo)

Attorney General Carl

Bethel  says Crown  Land

in the Bahamas should not

be wasted or abused.  He

was responding to the

League of Haitian Pastors

President Jean Paul

Charles following  the

suggestion that shantytown

residents be given first

preference on such land

once it is cleared.

Mr. Bethel made it clear

that some of the land is not

government owned,

adding that he is not sure

what right the government

would have to force pri-

vate citizens to sell their

land to these residents.

He said, “a significant

amount of these shanty

towns are, according to my

information, on former

agricultural land that was

granted to others on lease

terms for them to farm and

the persons that they

engaged ended up living

on the land.”

He added, “ there are

elements of crown land

there, but the policy of the

government is not to sell

crown land to non-

Bahamians. That’s the first

problem. That’s our poli-

BY LEAH CoopEr
Journal Staff Writer

Search For Hotel Buyer Continues

g See crown / page 2...

g See andros / page 2...

The Minnis administration

insists that it is still trying

to find a buyer for the

Grand Lucayan Hotel, a

property that closed its

doors some years ago. 

According to Press

Secretary Anthony

Newbold, the plan was

always to engage an opera-

tor for the hotel. 

He said, “the proposal

left on the table was unac-

ceptable to the govern-

ment. 

“As a consequence, we

say it was unacceptable to

the Bahamian people and

so it was rejected,” he

added.

“No plan up to today

has surfaced that is accept-

able and so the govern-

ment, as Prime Minister

Minnis has said, may have

to just step in and buy the

hotel and find somebody

BY JAMEELHA MISSICK
Journal Staff Writer

g See hotel / page 2...

“Neymour
never

wavered”

A solemn moment for

members of the Free

National Movement  who

yesterday filed into the

party’s Mackey Street

Headquarters for a memo-

rial service for Former

FNM Cabinet Minister

Phenton Neymour.

Mr. Neymour died at

his Hutchinson Street

home late last Monday.

The 53-year-old had

been battling cancer.

Amidst the songs and

prayers for his grieving

family was a tribute from

his former cabinet col-

league, Tommy Turnquest

who said from the day

Neymour and the

Coalition for Democratic

Reform joined the FNM,

he never wavered, and

this despite how he was

treated.

Mr. Turnquest, a for-

mer leader of the Party

said,  “he remained com-

mitted to the cause. 

“He wanted to assist in

building our nation, and

always felt that he had

something to offer.  

“He was prepared at all

costs, to do so. He had an

insatiable desire for

Public Service.  

“He loved Exuma, and

he wanted the opportuni-

ty to represent that island

that he held dear,” he

said.

“He had a booming

voice and always called

me “Tommy-T”.  

“He would always tell

me that he just wanted to

help the Party. He just

wanted to make life bet-

ter for Bahamians.

“Yes, Phenton was

confident and articulate,

and in his areas of expert-

ise he never backed

down.” 

Neymour will be laid

to rest during an official

funeral at Christ Church

Cathedral on today at

11:00am. 

BY JAMEELHA MISSICK
Journal Staff Writer

II
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Andros Crash Caused 

By Human Error
Air traffic control

advised that after the air-

craft made contact, it was

radar identified and pro-

vided weather informa-

tion as requested by its

pilot.

However, the plane

was soon observed revers-

ing course, as if it were

heading back to San

Andros Airport.

It was then observed

making several unusual

turns to various headings,

while climbing and

descending without ATC

approval.

The report further

found that the aircraft

disappeared from the

radar screen during this

process.

Several attempts were

made to get a response

from the aircraft with

no success.

The pilot, read the

report, failed to main-

tain control of the air-

craft, possibly as a

result of spatial disori-

entation and a lack of

situational awareness,

causing him to continue

flight into meteorologi-

cal conditions for which

he was not comfortable

flying.

On January 18th,

investigators from the

AAID with assistance

from the Bahamas Civil

Aviation Authority

(BCAA) headed to the

scene. 

However, a limited

amount of the aircraft

wreckage and remains

of the victims were

recovered. 

A  local fisherman

searching in the area of

the crash site  on

February 14th found the

major components and

parts of the missing air-

craft.

However, authorities

were not alerted until

four days later on

February 18th.

Once notified, recov-

ery and salvage efforts

were arranged and

mobilized.

On February 25th,

salvage efforts recov-

ered approximately 90

percent of the wreck-

age, which was then

sent to the U.S. for fur-

ther analysis. 

aG: crown land 

should not Be wasted
cy.”

“We  may consider leas-

ing it if there is some

viable national develop-

ment issue, but we’re not

selling crown land or giv-

ing crown land to non-

Bahamians.”, he said.

The  Attorney General

said that he welcomes

those with legal rights to

push the issue in court,

but counters that crown

land should be used to

benefit the country. 

He reiterated, “this is

agricultural land. It was

land that was released for

farming to Bahamians for

them to farm. That’s a

social benefit that accrues

to the nation;  the more

people that are engaged in

agriculture and producing

food for us to consume

rather than importing

everything.”

“Those purposes have

been frustrated, and the

government is grappling

with the issue. We’ll grap-

ple with it fairly, but

crown land ought not to

be wasted.” 

Mr. Bethel said that he

respects the views of the

Haitian pastors, but the

government will not be

able to say if it will follow

their recommendation. 

However, it will con-

tinue to keep the line of

communication open as it

seeks to find a solution to

this vexing problem.

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...

Search For 
Hotel Buyer 
Continues

to operate it.”
Mr. Newbold said

the human element
can’t be ignored - and
that’s the fact that
hotel workers in Grand
Bahama need employ-
ment.

However, he said
there are challenges in
getting the hotel sold.  

“It’s a difficult mar-
ket, and [when] you
talk about one of the
elements of purchasing
a hotel or operating a
hotel, you need airlift -
one of the biggest chal-
lenges for anyone oper-
ating in Grand
Bahama,” he said. 

“It’s crazy to fly from
New York or Florida for
that matter, to Grand
Bahama.

“And so how do you
find the proper airlift
to feed a hotel that you
would open and so you

know it’s a challenge
that’s gone back years.

“And so again you
keep trying to find a
solution to it, there’s
got to be some solu-
tion,” said  the Press
Secretary.

As for if the $25 mil-
lion dollars allocated
in the 2018/2019
budget to assist
tourism will be used to
purchase the belea-
guered hotel, Mr.
Newbold said, if this is
the case, it must be
done.

“Whichever way the
government and the
Minister of Finance,
whatever they need to
do, if that is the final
decision, that [they’re]
going to buy this hotel,
he would have to find
the money somewhere
and make it more
palatable to everyone.”

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...

GOT NEWS?
Please call the Bahama

Journal’s news tIP 
lIne at 356-7254 
and let us know!

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...
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Senate President Addresses Senior High School

Teachers on the New Civics Curriculum

Senate president, the

Hon. Katherine Smith,

recently addressed senior

high school teachers on the

new civics curriculum

being introduced in the

2018 academic year. 

Using the theme, “The

History of the Senate and

its role in National

Development”, Senator

Smith noted that she was

pleased with the introduc-

tion of a new civics cur-

riculum as many people

many people do not know

how the Westminster sys-

tem of Government works,

as was evident in the

recent public debate. 

“If adults are not totally

clued in, I do not expect

that our children have the

facts as they are as well.” 

She said what is cur-

rently being done is a good

thing and if nothing else

from the presentation, they

should remember the

importance of Parliament.

As outlined in the

Constitution of The

Bahamas on page 34 chap-

ter V 38, “There shall be a

Parliament of The

Bahamas which shall con-

sist of Her Majesty, a

Senate and a House of

Assembly.” 

Senator Smith’s pres-

entation covered the his-

tory and she explained the

makeup of and the role of

the Senate as well as the

importance of the Senate. 

In closing, she

quoted former Senator

and Member of

Parliament, Sir

Arthur Foulkes, who has

often written of the House

of Assembly, one of our

foremost political institu-

tions. 

Cooperative Youth Entrepreneur Empowerment

Seminar Summer Camp Closes

4 Minister of Agriculture and Marine Resources, the Hon. Michael Pintard
attends the Cooperative Youth Entrepreneur Empowerment Seminar (YEES)

Summer Camp Closing Ceremony & Exhibition at the Mall at Marathon, Monday,
July 30, 2018.  (BIS Photos/Raymond A. Bethel, Sr,)

“It is incredible when

you can go into the natu-

ral environment, source

the material, and be able

to convert those materials

into products that have

the capacity to generate

billions of dollars,” said

the Minister of

Agriculture and Marine

Resources, the Hon.

Michael Pintard at the

Cooperative Youth

E n t r e p r e n e u r

Empowerment Seminar

(YEES) Summer Camp

Closing Ceremony &

Exhibition at the Mall at

Marathon, Monday, July

30, 2018.

The ceremony opened

with the singing of the

National Anthem by

Katrina Cooper who was

the summer instructor for

bee keeping. All partici-

pating students were pres-

ent to receive their com-

pletion certificates. Some

of their handmade prod-

ucts were on display for

sale along with some

written reports of their

camping experience.

The Minister of

Agriculture and Marine

Resources proposed to

have his Ministry buy as

many products as possible

from the students espe-

cially the business card

holders which caught his

attention. He left many

important words of

encouragement including:

“Excellence is a habit and

through your studies and

discipline, you are pre-

pared to be excellent

without excuse.”

4 Senate president, the Hon. Katherine Smith, pictured with senior high school

teachers after addressing the new civics curriculum.
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As troubles abound in our country, we

pause and look in on that ongoing mess now

engulfing Grand Bahama and especially

Freeport [and of course, as we do the same

with the ongoing calamitous Oban Energies

grand fiasco] we need only note some of

what some seriously savvy observers now

say as they weigh in on some of the current

administration plethora of troubles.

Indeed, we confess:--As we look in on

some the latest information coming our way

as regards certain on-the-table discussions

concerning possible hotel purchase by the

current administration, we signal agreement

and support for not only for what the Hon.

Philip ‘Brave’ Davis is saying about this

matter, but also as regards a position put for-

ward by the deputy leader of the Democratic

National Alliance, Ms. Arinthia S.

Komolafe.

As Davis asks:--“…We make the point

that buying the property is one thing.  Where

will the money come from? However, buy-

ing will not be sufficient. Who is going to

renovate it and pay for those renovations?  Is

the owner willing to sell or will it be a com-

pulsory purchase?  Who will operate and

manage it? 

“It is clear that the Government has no

plan and had no plan to fix Grand Bahama.

Grand Bahama rewarded them with five

seats, and there are three Ministers of the

Government from Grand Bahama, yet 15

months into this pitiful administration, they

have no solutions to the problems there.”

We also note that:---The DNA’s  Deputy

Leader, Ms. A. Komolafe is absolutely cor-

rect when –on behalf of her colleagues- she

insists:--“…After just one year in office and

the tabling of what they termed “the people’s

budget”, the danger of electing individuals

without a plan is apparent for all to see…” 

And as she puts a fine point on her claim,

she explains how:--“…In the absence of a

plan, the current administration while in

opposition took positions for political expe-

diency without regard for their ability to

deliver if they were successful at the general

election…”

The fact of the matter is this:--Dr. Hubert

A. Minnis and his team won a great prize—

and thus, it sure is what it is! 

To this we say:--As a people who would

live in a certain degree of progress and

peace, we all still have a ways to go on this

apparently never-ending trek!

Indeed and in fact:-- One of the more

troubling aspects now engulfing the way we

do politics in The Bahamas pivots on that

troubling temptation certain politicians rou-

tinely yield to whilst in the cat-bird seat,

with that being their pronounced tendency

towards believing that –by virtue of having

been elected or selected to serve in either the

Upper or The Lower house:--- They have

become exquisitely well- learned on all mat-

ters concerning what the Bahamian people

either want or need.

And thus today:--- That sad-sad situation

in recent times when they who know all that

needs to be known decided –in their own

wisdom to do with the VAT+ levy what they

wished, regardless!

This is then the backdrop we have chosen

for today’s comment on the current adminis-

tration’s idea that –all things considered- the

Government of The Bahamas should by that

hotel in Grand Bahama, ostensibly to save a

few hundred jobs.

This manoeuvre would – if ever realized-

amount to little more than an effort aimed at

throwing good [borrowed] money behind

bad money of the same order.

For crying out loud, gentlemen---This

would amount to folly of the first order!

In truth, then:---There are surely times in

life when you must either cry or laugh hys-

terically for want of anything better to do as

crisis piled upon crises galore threaten to

morph into galloping calamity.

That time is now as the current adminis-

tration flails away in a sea of half-steps,

missed opportunities and above their own

apparent misunderstanding of the extent to

which –PLP or no PLP—claim of corruption

or no such corruption [even where clearly

conjured up], the fact remains:---The Free

National Movement-led administration must

take ownership of all that is now on their

plate.

Understand well:-The land-slide was

yours and thus, also remember the wisdom

implicit in the proposition---If you broke it;

you bought it!
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AS TroublES

Abound

The 2018 series salutes

fashion mogul Peter

Nygard’s Golden Jubilee

detailing his rags to rich-

es story and incredible

business success over

these past fifty years. The

Clifton Review will take

an inside look at how he

did it.

Having a solution-orient-

ed approach, not just to

business but to life, can

make a world of difference

in the outcomes one hopes

to achieve. For the Apollo

13 astronauts, it was a mat-

ter of life or death, as we

have previously discussed.

For fashion mogul Peter Nygard, it was

a matter of suffering during the 2008

recession or surviving and thriving, as we

also previously discussed.

There are no drawbacks to using a

solution-oriented approach to every situa-

tion in your business. The question is,

how?

The common advice given in business

is to be problem-solvers. However, that is

the wrong way to think about. It may be

difficult to perceive the difference but

let’s dig a little deeper using the Apollo

13 Space Mission example.

Initially, the space engineers at Nasa

kept trying to solve the problems that the

Astronauts were having in space that

were preventing them from returning to

earth safely. The engineers were report-

ing to the chief of that space mission

what couldn’t work. 

And that is the challenge with trying to

use a problem-solving model. Some prob-

lems are near impossible to resolve and

could take you in circles forever trying to

solve them.

When the chief of that space mission

insisted that the engineers stop telling

him what can’t work and find a way to

bring the astronauts home, it reoriented

the engineers thinking.

So, they stopped searching for a solution

to the problem and started looking for a

way to bring the astronauts home. That

meant finding a ‘workaround’ of the

problem. In other words, finding ways to

achieve the goal despite the reality of the

problem.

And that’s the difference! So, here are

some steps that can help you practice

solution-oriented thinking that can make

the world of difference in your business.

Begin with making a choice.

You first of all have to make the deci-

sion that this is the approach you want to

use in your business. While this may

seem inconsequential, it is actually nec-

essary so that your brain can respond

accordingly (more on this in an upcoming

article). It’s almost as if there is a switch

in our brain that we have to turn on to

make the shift in our thinking happen.

Decide the end goal and no matter what,

steer your thinking in that direction.

In order to work toward anything, you

have to know exactly what it is you want.

Take the time to craft a goal or the end

result that you are seeking. That allows

you to steer all of your thinking and

activity toward achieving that end result. 

Refuse to focus on the problem and force

yourself to focus on a solution.

It’s important to not allow yourself to

get distracted on anything else. Because

your brain is possibly in the habit of

problem-solving, it may keep wanting to

take you back to that practice of trying to

solve a problem. You must always ensure

that you are focused on achieving the

solution you seek; otherwise, it’ll be dif-

ficult to achieve your desired end result.

Solicit help.

When it comes to looking for solutions

to anything, getting help to brainstorm

possibilities is always far more advanta-

geous than trying to do it alone. Invite

friends, family, or colleagues to assist

you with finding solutions. As long as

they care about you, they will be invested

in helping you find a solution. Be sure to

only communicate the goal and not the

problem.

Test your solution and go back to the

drawing board if necessary.

Once you have come up with a solu-

tion, put it to the test, if possible, to

make sure that it can actually achieve

your desired goal. If not, go back to

finding a way to get to your end result.

The more you practice, the easier you

will find it to always focus on solution-

oriented thinking.--

THE CLIFTON 

By P. J. Malone

REvIEW
the clifton review is a bi-weekly column that examines the 

question of the clifton project along with the evolution of the 

war between two billionaires, the links to unsavory characters, 

the use of the courts for personal agendas, the involvement 

of the Government opposition party (the FnM), and 

the attacks on the Government of the Bahamas.

Practicing Solution
Oriented Thinking
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SpOTLIGHT ON 

BAIN GRANTS TOWN

thUrsaYs 7:30 P.M.

satUrdaYs 9:00 a.M.

LOVE 97

HOST; REv. DR. c. B.

MOSS

THE MOST UNIQUE SHOW ON

RADIO

DON’T MISS IT

GOT NEWS?
Please call the Bahama

Journal’s news tIP 
lIne at 356-7254 
and let us know!

Section A Tues SMALL_Section A Tues  7/31/2018  11:19 pM  page 7



A8 the Bahama Journal

Wednesday - August 1st, 2018 LocalNEWS

NEMA, USNORTHCOM Conduct Series
of Wildland Firefighting Training

The National Emergency

Management Agency,

NEMA and its partner the

United States Northern

Command are engaged in a

series of Wildland

Firefighting training exer-

cises aimed at preparing

the communities across

The Bahamas for any such

disaster.

NEMA and the

USNORTHCOM complet-

ed training exercises on six

islands. They are: New

Providence (June 2017),

Abaco (August 2017),

Exuma (March 2018),

Long Island (June 2018)

Andros, (July 2018); and

the latest held in Crooked

Island from July 25 to 27,

2018.

Approximately 90

participants comprising

individuals from the public

and private sectors on each

island underwent the train-

ing exercises, with a view

to equipping them with the

skills to tackle wildland

fires should they occur.

The participants

were trained in life-saving

techniques such as CPR,

basic first aid, how to use

the tools during wildland

clearing, how to set up an

Incident Command System

(ICS), how to operate the

fire pump, how to use the

self contained breathing

apparatus (SCBA), among

other techniques.

The participants

also gained knowledge of

how to safely fight a fire to

possibly save lives and

property. And at the end of

the training, each partici-

pate received a certificate

of completion.  

The equipment

used for the training

included a Skid Unit (a 200

gallon fire pump with a

high pressure hose attach-

ment); SCBA - tanks and a

compressor to fill them,

Draft Suction Pump, Fire

Line clearing tools, and

fire suits.

The estimated

cost of each set of equip-

ment is $38,000; which

was left in the care of

Local Government on

each island to be used in

the event of an emergency.

Director of

NEMA Captain Stephen

Russell underscored the

importance of such train-

ing exercises and the long-

standing relationship with

the USNORTHCOM.

“NEMA is

pleased with the continued

partnership with the

USNORTHCOM and the

United States Public

Health Service in our con-

tinued approach to com-

prehensive Disaster

Management, and build-

ing capacity throughout

the Islands of The

Bahamas to respond to

any disaster, natural or

manmade,” Captain

Russell said.

The facilitators

and trainers were Captain

George Alveres, US Fire

Department, Kyle Fisher,

Public Hospitals

Authority, Leading

Seaman Romeiko

Burrows, Royal Bahamas

Defence Force attached to

NEMA; Leading

Mechanic Ingraham,

Royal Bahamas Defence

Force attached to NEMA;

Kirk Cunningham,

Forestry division and

other personnel from The

Bahamas and the US.

4 Pictured are participants in the Andros training exercise held July 2018. 
Also pictured are Captain Stephen Russell, director of NEMA and 

representatives from the USNORTHCOM. (PHoto/neMa)

4 A female participate in the National Emergency Management Agency, NEMA and its
partner the United States Northern Command Wildland Firefighting training 

exercises in Long Island learn how to use the pressure hose and other techniques.
(PHoto/neMa)
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