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BPL BOARD FIRED
he Cabinet

of the

B a h a m a s

has fired

the Board

o f

Bahamas Power and

Light (BPL) for making

a decision that is not in

the national interest.

The  Journal  has con-

firmed that the termina-

tion of the Board came

about as a result of a

complaint that there was

an attempt to  purchase

technology for the use of

the Company which was

too old.

It is alleged that some

form of corruption was

involved in the acquisi-

BY JaMeelha MISSIcK
Journal Staff Writer

g See bpl / page 2...

“Let  Freeport Go And Grow”

Reacting to suggestions

in recent days for the gov-

ernment to purchase The

Grand Bahama Port

Authority, controversial

Queens Counsel Fred

Smith is calling  for the

nationalization and

immediate privatization

of the entity.

Speaking on the Love

97  Radio Show “On

Point”, Mr. Smith a

Senior partner in the law

firm Callenders and

Company said, “we need

new blood, we need new

money, we need new

BY JaMeelha MISSIcK
Journal Staff Writer

4 Queens Counsel, Fred Smith 
(Journal file photo)

D’AGUILAR  DEFENDS

HOTEL  PURCAHSE

The  Minister of Tourism

Dionisio  D’Aguilar  says,

the government’s deci-

sion to purchase The

Grand Lucayan Resort in

Freeport, Grand Bahama

“is not a good decision,

but  we have to make a

decision. Governments

have to act to make an

attempt to save the econo-

my of Freeport.”

The decision however

is criticized by a cross-

section of the public,

including from  former

Prime Minister Hubert

Ingraham, the  official

BY leah cooper
Journal Staff Writer

4 Tourism Minister,
Dionisio D'Aguilar

(Journal file photo)

g See defends / page 2...

TT

Former Tourism
Director General

Dies

Former Director

General in the Ministry of

Tourism, David Johnson

passed away  last evening

in the Princess Margaret

Hospital at the age of 67.  

Mr. Johnson who has

been ailing for a few

months, died after having

complications due to

Colon Cancer.

He has served in many

other capacities in the

tourism industry in the

Bahamas over the last

three decades, including

in the position of

Managing Director of

Bahamasair for several

years ,  Executive Director

of the Grand Bahama

Tourism Promotion Board

and as a Director in the

Hotel Corporation of the

Bahamas.

In recent years, Mr.

Johnson served as a con-

sultant to several  touristic

ventures in the Bahamas.

He is survived by his

wife Sabrina and two

sons.

4 Former Director General in the Ministry of
Tourism, David Johnson
(Journal file photo)

Minister  Encourages Reporting On Denial of  School Admissions

The  Minister of

Education  Jeffrey Lloyd

is encouraging the public

to report any instance of a

child being denied admis-

sion to a public school.

He  is responding to

claims from Right

Bahamas that schools are

demanding proof of status

from students.

Mr. Lloyd told reporters

ahead of his weekly

Cabinet meeting that both

the law and the govern-

ment’s policy position is

very clear on the issue. 

He said, “The Free

National Movement gov-

ernment years ago made a

very clear statement with

regard to this. All children

in the Commonwealth of

The Bahamas who can

provide some information

with regard to where they

live, who their parents are,

and contact information;

are entitled to be regis-

tered in our school sys-

tem.”

He added  “no educator,

no principal, no school

system is authorized to

request them to prove no

status. We are not in that

business.”

Mr. Lloyd appealed to

anyone who may have

been affected to reach out

to his ministry. 

He said  “If you know

of a single instance where

a child has been denied

admission to a public

school, and there is no jus-

tifiable reason for that

denial; bring it to the

Ministry of Education’s

attention.”

He added  “I need to

BY leah cooper
Journal Staff Writer

4Minister of Education, Hon. Jeffrey Lloyd 
(Journal file photo)g See CritiCizes / page 8...

U.S  INVESTS IN BAHAMAS BORDER PROTECTION

The U.S. government has

made another big invest-

ment in securing the bor-

ders  of The Bahamas

yesterday  with  a $1 mil-

lion package that  was

turned over to the

Defense Force’s Harbor

Patrol Unit. 

The package includes a

safe 25 full cabin

response boat, capable of

speeds of over 40 knots

and crew and passenger

capacity of up to 10 peo-

ple. 

There was also a 2018

Ford F-350 extended cab

truck with boat trailer for

launching and retrieving;

along with boat spares

and safety equipment for

up to two years of opera-

tion. 

A two-week training

program on familiariza-

tion, operation, boat-han-

dling and maintenance of

this new vessel for up to

20 people will also be

provided. 

Present for the han-

dover was National

Security Minister Marvin

Dames. 

He said that the safe

boat will be used for the

BY leah cooper
Journal Staff Writer

g See invests / page 3...

g See freeport / page 2...
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BPL

BOARD

FIRED
tion which was reported

to the government.

A source  said, “the

Prime Minister who is

serious of wiping out any

form of corruption in

government took a dim

view on this matter and

has decided to take deci-

sive action.”

The Minister of

Works, Desmond

Bannister who is respon-

sible for BPL is expected

to make a formal state-

ment on the matter today.

Opposition Leader

Philip Davis  yesterday

expressed  concern fol-

lowing reports that the

entire Board of Bahamas

Power and Light has

either resigned or  been

dismissed.

In light of such claims,

Mr. Davis, said he

reached out to the Prime

Minister, Dr. Hubert

Minnis  to hear for him-

self the reasoning behind

it.

Mr. Davis is question-

ing what’s the back story.

“ Has corruption been

uncovered and is incom-

petence the reason?” he

asked. 

The PLP  leader  said

he  has  spoken with the

Union’s leadership and

they too are very con-

cerned.

It is understood that a

new Board could be

appointed as early as

Friday.

gg continued from / PAGE 1...

“Let  Freeport Go And Grow”

ideas and we need the gov-

ernment to let Freeport

grow by letting it go.”

He said “the infrastruc-

ture of Freeport is virtually

collapsed and that is

because the Port Group of

Companies and

Hutchinson Whampoa,

they own most of the land

and they’re not mortgaging

it. They’re not leveraging

it, they’re not investing in

it and frankly with the

restrictions by the govern-

ment in real estate devel-

opment and control of

licensing, especially immi-

gration, one can see why

the Port Authority or

Hutchinson etc, really

don’t make an investment

in the development and

growth of Freeport.

“I’ve seen their projec-

tions, I’ve seen fabulous

opportunities for invest-

ments come and go, simply

because  they get mired in

the quagmire of govern-

ment bureaucracy.

“There’s over control of

Freeport by the govern-

ment and the port authority

has simply backed off and

did nothing. 

“The reality is, even if

we didn’t have the over

control by the government,

I’m not sure that the St.

George and the Hayward

families, I suggest and I

maintain, that they do not

have the professional

capacity, the development

wherewithal to be the

vision and the growth of

Freeport,” said Mr. Smith. 

He said, “ the PLP

Grand Bahama  committee

did not conduct a proper

consultation. You may

recall that one of the rea-

sons that Mr. Carey

Leonard and I sued the

government successfully,

was because they refused

to share with us the

Mckenzie Report and a lot

of other information that

they had and the sole

objective of that commit-

tee was to do a report to the

members of parliament to

recommend basically how

to take away regulatory

powers from the port

authority and allow essen-

tial governments to take

over that’s the kiss of death

of Freeport. 

“It is the kiss of death

for essential governments

to own Freeport for the

purpose of regulating it or

developing it.

Unfortunately, I was not

consulted by that commit-

tee. I refused to participate,

as did many other people

from Freeport unless we

were provided with a lot of

the necessary information

which the government

refused to share.  So I’m

very glad that the FNM

government chose to

repeal the  Grand Bahama

Incentive Act.” 

Mr. Smith says, “the

key to unlocking Freeport

is letting go of the exces-

sive immigration control

and ensuring that the port

group of Companies and

Hutchinson develop as

they’re supposed to. 

“And part of that will be

to change the ownership of

the port group of compa-

nies. In my view we have

sufficient people from

Nassau with money; and

we have licensees with

money. Can you imagine if

the Port Authority is  made

into a publicly traded com-

pany? Everybody in the

Bahamas could buy into

this company. Everybody

in the Bahamas in particu-

lar Freeport would have a

vested interest in making

sure that Freeport is a suc-

cess, because their dollar

was invested in it, and so if

the government was

restricting it, you would

have the thousands of

Bahamian licensees telling

the government to stop. 

The lawyer  said he had

shared many of  his views

with both the PLP and

FNM MP’s over the years.

“ Unfortunately most of

the Cabinet Members and

Parliamentarians  refuse to

accept that there is reces-

sion by the politicians in

the Bahamas with over-

controlling everything and

so the free market enter-

prise system doesn’t work

when there is this type of

control through immigra-

tion, through licensing,

through permitting. 

“And they have grown

up in a political environ-

ment in which they think

that it is appropriate for

Cabinet or a Minister to

say whether I can or can’t

buy a piece of land,

whether I can or can’t own

some shares. 

“Regulatory agencies

should function on a very

different transparent and

accountable level than

simply arbitrary decision

makers in exchange con-

trol or in the International

Persons’ Land Holding Act

or immigration.

“We still have these

very opaque, non-transpar-

ent, non-accountable min-

isterial decision making

processes,  that have creat-

ed so much red tape for

Freeport it’ll never get

anywhere.

“We have to let go of the

control and treat it like a

free port.

Taxes, regulatory invest-

ments and immigration,

Freeport could boom

overnight if they would

just let the damn thing go,”

said Mr. Smith. 

gg continued from / PAGE 1...

D’AGUILAR  DEFENDS HOTEL  PURCAHSE
opposition leader Philip Davis

and  two  Queen’s Counsels

Fred Smith and Maurice

Glinton.  

All parties agree that  the

decision is just not a good idea,

but  Mr.D’Aguilar accepts this,

though he says it  is not an easy

decision. 

He said, “On one hand if you

do nothing, you run the possibil-

ity of another Royal Oasis deba-

cle evolving, and I want to

remind the Bahamian people  of

what happened then. The gov-

ernment did not step forward and

they were hoping to have it sold.

It was not sold, and the rest is

history.”

He added, “You have a hotel

that is dead. Then, it  had the

effects of destroying the

International bazaar, and it died.

So, there’s that decision. Then

there’s the decision of the gov-

ernment buying a hotel.” 

“The government does not

want to buy a hotel. The govern-

ment does not want to operate a

hotel. The prime minister was

Chairman of the Hotel

Corporation back in the day, and

he remembers when the govern-

ment owned hotels. So, this is

not something that we are will-

ingly wanting to do.”, he said. 

Minister D’Aguilar  accepted

that while the government’s pro-

posal may not be a popular deci-

sion, it’s compelled to do some-

thing before it’s too late. 

He said, “No one is willing to

step forward to purchase the

hotel. So, the government must

step in to avoid the closure of

that hotel and the economic con-

sequences that may appear or

may happen.”

He added, “It’s not a good

decision, but we have to make a

decision. Governments have to

act to make an attempt to save

the economy of Freeport.”

Meanwhile, Press Secretary,

Anthony Newbold, said the gov-

ernment must revisit its fiscal

projections and all of the projec-

tions it had before the sale.

“Everything is going to have

to be revamped and looked at in

those terms.  This is something

that the government didn’t

expect to have to do,” Newbold

said.

“Here it is, there’s this hotel

that’s sitting out there, a couple

thousand people not working,

we’ve got to get involved.

“So, the government gets

involved, the Prime Minister

says we’re going to buy this

hotel.

“Well everything that goes

with that now has to be factored

against what was planned for the

fiscal health of at least you

know, over the next 12 months.”

Mr. Newbold said there will

be more employment opportuni-

ties made available to the people

of Grand Bahama, hopefully

beginning with the Grand

Lucayan. 

According to Minister

D’Aguilar, the government

hopes to find another buyer as

quickly as possible to take the

burden off its hands.

gg continued from / PAGE 1...
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U.S  INVESTS IN BAHAMAS BORDER PROTECTION
continued execution of

maritime operations in

the Nassau Harbor area. 

This will include anti-

terrorist activity; cruise

ship waterside security;

maritime patrol and

search and rescue opera-

tions. 

He said, “we have to

continue to work

towards ensuring that

Bahamians and visitors

alike are a  part of

ensuring that all our

boarders and everything

else is secure, and this

donation today will go a

long way in ensuring

that we are moving in

the right direction.”

gg continued from / PAGE 1...

4 Minister of National Security the Hon. Marvin Dames, Chargé d’Affaires of the United States Embassy Stephanie Bowers, and
Commander of the Royal Bahamas Defence Force Commodore Tellis Bethel, pictured at the US Embassy handover of SAFE Full Cabin

Response Boat and accessories to the Bahamas Government on August 14, 2018 at the Royal Bahamas Defence Force (RBDF) Harbour
Patrol Unit on East Bay Street.  (BiS Photos/eric rose)
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Dreams Deferred

The 2018 series salutes

fashion mogul Peter

Nygard’s Golden Jubilee

detailing his rags to rich-

es story and incredible

business success over

these past fifty years. The

Clifton Review will take

an inside look at how he

did it.

Operating a business and

making it a big success is

not an easy endeavor.

There are so many consid-

erations for achieving suc-

cess while avoiding pit-

falls that are sure to pre-

vent success.

It is the reason that so many business

strategies exist for helping businesses

achieve their goals. Organizational

alignment is one of them. Ensuring that

your business is firing on all cylinders

takes focused effort. It means taking

deliberate steps to ensure that all parts

of the organization are working together

toward the business goal.

We have seen how fashion mogul

Peter Nygard worked to ensure that all

parts of his organization are working

together to achieve business objectives.

We began looking at his specific exam-

ples by discussing his approach to struc-

turing his organization and establishing

processes that fit with his structure and

business objectives.

In our continued review, here’s what

he did with his technological implemen-

tations toward organizational align-

ment:

At a macro level, Nygard developed

technological tools to aid in product

development and to contribute to the

alignment of various departments with

the business goals:

He had Product Development Visual

Communications (VCom) Screens cre-

ated to give his design teams real-time

information about the performance of

the company’s apparel. He had Data

warehousing software developed to

ensure that both data analysts and

designers could review product results

and be on the same page with forecast-

ing decisions. 

Also, Nygard had Shipping VCom

screens created to improve tracking of

his products being shipped. His compa-

ny was one of the first to use bar code

scanning improving accuracy and cut-

ting down on market delivery times. 

Also assisting with market delivery

times was his ARTS2 software that con-

nects stores with the Customer Service

Centers allowing for immediate replace-

ment orders as soon as items are sold. 

These alignments had a major impact

on efficiencies and the effectiveness of

Nygard’s business and contributed

greatly to his business goals.

At the point when Nygard became

technology centric, he realized it would

only really be effective if he implement-

ed technological measures across the

board both internally and externally. 

At a micro level, he sought ways of

ensuring external processes aligned

with his product development needs.

When he couldn’t get buy-in from his

external customers, he came up with

strategies to make it work. 

For his manufacturers abroad, it was

more efficient and cost effective to pur-

chase the computers for them and pro-

vide the training they would need to

make it work. It made an immense dif-

ference in the production timeline,

reducing specification errors, which

resulted in major savings.

When Nygard couldn’t get his ven-

dors to computerize, in some cases

Nygard bought computers for them and

trained them on how to use the compa-

ny’s system for placing orders and

receiving invoices. With other vendors,

he provided a financial incentive where

companies allowing the use of the elec-

tronic invoices got discounts on their

invoices.

There were many technological steps

over a number of years that Nygard took

that resulted in him setting a bench

mark and being able to stay ahead of the

curve in his industry.

While possibly not intentional,

Nygard’s steps to align the various parts

of his organization through his techno-

logical ingenuity resulted in major

financial successes for his business.

THE CLIFTON 

By P. J. Malone

REvIEW
the Clifton review is a bi-weekly column that examines the 

question of the Clifton project along with the evolution of the 

war between two billionaires, the links to unsavory characters, 

the use of the courts for personal agendas, the involvement 

of the Government opposition party (the fnM), and 

the attacks on the Government of the bahamas.

Deliberate Steps Toward

Business Success

Whilst today’s Bahamas tourist-

drenched society remains an ersatz para-

dise for millions of Americans and of

course, as it also remains a dream deferred

for millions who can only dream of visit-

ing; there is also that other Bahamas that

is a living hell for so very many of this

nation’s children.

And so today, we draw attention to that

plethora of annual reports coming in from

The Social Services Department which

–year in and year out –detail the extent to

which Bahamians routinely abuse their

children from infancy to adolescence.

Now added to that dread mix are

instances where children born to undocu-

mented immigrants are made to suffer no

end of deprivation and abuse when – for

whatever reason – their parents abandon

them.

Reports coming our way detail cases of

youth – now entering adolescence- who

have never attended school; this coming

about because they have been left to the

mercies of people who [while helpful with

scraps of food and some meager roof over

their heads] can only do so much.

And so it goes: - Many of these youth

–boys and girls alike- learn how to hustle

and learn how to live off the proceeds of

crime.  And then, there is that other aspect

of the matter where a small number of

them flower into forms most brutal and

where they vow to get rich quick or die

trying.

Many of them now die in that precious

moment when they dance on what might

have once been the sweet cusp of inno-

cence recognized and respected; but

which sadly morphs into a nightmare of

burgeoning adolescence undermined, viti-

ated and therefore forfeited.

Evidently, these youths can and will

only – in the fullness of time – find their

way into that dread vortex of street-level

crime and debauch that now consumes so

much of the money and resources avail-

able for so-called ‘security’.

The word in the wind now shouts to all

and sundry in this distressed land: “Run,

come witness your judgment!” 

But judgment or no judgment, we

remain confident that the day is not far off

when these newest Bahamians will wake

to the reality that, there is yet a nation to

be fashioned from the bits and scraps

blown this way by forces well beyond our

collective control.

As part of this process, there remains

not only the regional dream of a larger and

more commodious Caribbean Nation; but

also that of a Greater America that com-

prehends all of those territories located in

the Americas; whether, to the North as in

Canada or to the south as in Brazil and

Argentina.

And for sure- there is also the rest of

that far larger world of global citizenship

that encompasses the planet and which

now – thanks to jet travel and the internet-

nowhere is really far away any more!

In sum, then: As in all matters social,

human beings are wont to be Janus-faced;

thus –on occasion they look forward and

progress as they find that it is in their

interest to co-operate with their fellows.

But yet, there are those times of war

and conflict when humankind looks back-

wards and [as fate would have it] they

sink to hog-like levels of debauch, ruth-

lessness and distress.

And so it has hereof late become: Some

among us learned greed; some have

learned jealousy and hate; and for sure,

some among us have learned and gloried

in the fact that [since they could afford a

refrigerator] they could then hoard food.

And saddest of all: Some among us

now hate and abuse their children.

Evidently, these hurt young innocent

ones will – if left to their own devices –

replicate the hate bequeathed them by

their elders – and so, the bloody beat will

continue.
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GOT NEWS?
please call the bahama

Journal’s news tip 
line at 356-7254 
and let us know!

A7the bahama Journal

Wednesday - august 15th, 2018NationalNEWS

Section a tues SMall_Section a tues  8/15/2018  12:41 aM  page 7



A8 the bahama Journal

Wednesday - august 15th, 2018 LocalNEWS

SpOTLIGHT ON 

BAIN & GRANTS

TOWN

tHUrsdAYs 7:30 p.M.

sAtUrdAYs 9:00 A.M.

LOVE 97

HOST: REv. DR. c. B.

MOSS

THE MOST UNIQUE SHOW ON

RADIO

DON’T MISS IT

Minister  Encourages Reporting 

On Denial of  School Admissions

know the full and complete

name of the child, the child’s

date of birth, the school where

that permission was denied,

and who at the school may

have denied such a permis-

sion.”

“Bring it to our attention.

But for you to continue to say

in the media, ‘Oh children are

being denied access to the

Bahamian educational system

and you are not giving me evi-

dence that this is so, I think

that is unfair; and if your

intension is mischief, then I

repudiate that to the pits of

hell.”, he said. 

He also promised that

authorities will address those

cases reported.

Minister of Education calls on teachers
to make a positive difference

The Government of The

Bahamas has invested in 54

teacher education grant recipi-

ents who have been awarded

scholarships tenable at the

University of The Bahamas.

The group, comprising four

young men and 50 young

women from across the archi-

pelago, received their certifi-

cates and special awards dur-

ing the first Teacher Education

Grant Award Ceremony,

August 13, 2018 at National

Training Agency.

In return for the govern-

ment’s investment in them, the

Minister of Education, the

Hon. Jeffrey Lloyd admon-

ished the students to be “cre-

atively disruptive” -- in a state

of constant renewal -- and giv-

ing back to their society.

“You are called to produce

and be better than the genera-

tion before you. Give back to

your society, your family, your

country. You are gifted, talent-

ed, amazingly wonderful. You

have no excuse. You are not

paying for your education. All

you have to do is go to school,

study and get the best possible

grades. Get it done,” he said.

“We’ve got issues with

immigration, parking down-

town, broken down buildings,

fix it; an educational system

that is on the move but it could

be far better, fix it by being

creatively disruptive.”

The ceremony was attended

by officials including Senator

Jennifer Isaacs Dotson; Dr.

Rodney Smith, president,

University of The  Bahamas

(UB); Lorraine Armbrister,

Ministry of Education perma-

nent secretary and Marcellus

Taylor, director of Education.

Officers of the Ministry of

Education Scholarship Unit,

family and well-wishers were

also present.

Minister Lloyd informed

the students that they were

among the recipients of highest

scholarship tuition assistance.

“Your full tuition is being paid

100 percent and you will

receive a stipend. The country

is investing approximately

$10,000 a year.  Each year we

are spending approximately

half a million dollars for your

education. No other grouping

receives that amount.”

He told the recipients that

the teaching profession is

undergoing a “revolution” in

The Bahamas.

“This year we are going to

increase by 1,000 the number

of three-year-old’s that will

enter our educational system.

That 1,000 will be repeated

every year for the next five

years. Beginning this

September, we are going to roll

out a 100 percent digitized

educational system. Every

school will be a smart school

(172 of them). Every education

building (60 of them) will be a

smart school and a smart build-

ing.  All our pre-schools and

primary school students, some

30,000 of them are going to

have a tablet in their hand.

Their teachers and teachers’

aides will have a lap top. By

June next year this educational

system will be brand, spanking

new because of technology.

“That means that you are

going to have to be different.

No more chalk and talk. Those

days are over. Your classroom

is going to be a laboratory of

knowledge and information,

and you are going to be a co-

producer of that knowledge

and information along with

your students. Your students

may not be sitting before you.

There will be distance educa-

tion, there will be virtual class-

rooms.  Very soon virtual

schools will be coming,” said

Minister Lloyd.

Minister Lloyd expressed

his appreciation to UB

President, Dr. Rodney Smith

and his team, who he described

as a “critical” part of the exer-

cise of teacher preparation and

continuing development.

He also thanked Mr. Smith

for his contribution to the

Department of Education and

for the leadership he has dis-

played since his return to the

institution.

Further, he acknowledged

parents of the grant award

recipients and appealed to

them to continue to support,

encourage and exercise

patience with their children.

BY KathrYn caMpBell

4 The Hon. Jeffrey Lloyd, Minister of Education, is pictured centre with the Teacher Education Grant Award
recipients at the award ceremony, August 13, 2018 at National Training Agency. Also shown at centre right
is University of The Bahamas President, Dr. Rodney Smith; Lorraine Armbrister, permanent secretary, third

right; and Marcellus Taylor, director of Education, fourth left – with other Ministry of Education officials.
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