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he Chairman

of the Lyford

Cay Property

O w n e r s

Association, Henry

Cabot-Lodge III says,

“investor confidence in

the Bahamas is  under-

mined by the insensitive

and irrational changes in

the tax laws and policy of

the government.”

In a  letter to Deputy

Prime Minister and

Minister of Finance Peter

Turnquest,  Mr. Cabot-

Lodge  is “appealing to

the government to quick-

ly clarify the intent of the

Real Property Tax amend-

ments   and to recognize

that the winter resident

market is an economic

asset to the Bahamas that

should be incentivized

and not discouraged by

punitive taxation. 

He said, the 2018

amendments to the Tax

TT
Hundreds gathered yester-

day in Christ Church

Cathedral  to pay tribute to

the late Phenton Neymour

who was described as a for-

midable politician.

Many  tributes dominat-

ed the official funeral

attended by Cabinet

Ministers and  politicians

from all political parties.

In a recorded message,

his wife Cutelle gave a

moving humor-tinted trib-

ute where she reflected on

the eight and a half years of

what she felt was the deep-

est love, happiest marriage

and true partnership she

had,  with her confidant,

biggest supporter , cross

and  her everything.

BBerthonY mCDermott
Journal Staff Writer

Phenton neymouR

g See neYmoUr / page 8...

Laid to Rest

g See LYForD / page 2... * Official photos from the state funeral continued on page 8

Police Officer To Be 

Arraigned 

On Cocaine Charges 

A police officer expected to be

arraigned before the magistrate’s

court today in connection with a drug

bust at Lynden Pindling International

Airport (LPIA). 

Police reports indicate that shortly

before 1:00pm, yesterday, Drug

Enforcement officers, conducted a

search of a charter aircraft at LPIA,

with six persons onboard. 

Upon checking the suitcase

believed to be the property of the offi-

cer, three kilos of suspected cocaine

were discovered. 

The weight of the cocaine was 8

lbs. valued at  $53,000.00.

In a separate incident, shortly

before 11:00am, yesterday, Drug

Enforcement Unit officers conducted

a search of a home at Elmer Close off

Sea Breeze Lane, and recovered two

crocus bags which contained 20 pack-

ages of suspected marijuana. 

An adult man of the home was

taken into custody and will be

arraigned before magistrate’s court. 

The weight of marijuana was 70

lbs. valued at  $70,000.

Police also investigating an armed

robbery in the capital and is seeking

the public’s assistance in solving the

crime which occurred shortly after

11:00am  yesterday.

Police said three men armed with

firearms, entered a food store on the

corner of East and Fowler streets,

held employees at bay and robbed the

establishment of cash before getting

into a black vehicle and getting away. 

Investigations are ongoing.

BY Jameelha mISSICK
Journal Staff Writer

Work Release  Program For Inmates

The Ministry of National

Security, the Inter

American Development

Bank (IDB)  and the

Bahamas  Technical

Vocational  Institute

(BTVI)  have   signed a

contract for the work

release training and certifi-

cation of 600 inmates and

7 correctional officers in a

variety of disciplines.

This, as National

Security Minister Marvin

Dames outlined in his

2018/2019 budget com-

munication the govern-

ment’s plan to transform

The Bahamas Department

of Corrections from puni-

tive to a correctional facil-

ity.

The work release pro-

gram sponsored by the

IDB  involves less that 3

per cent of the prison pop-

ulation. 

“The targeted areas of

this BTVI training will

include auto mechanics,

electrical instillation,

pluming, carpentry, gar-

ment manufacturing and

information technology.” 

BY BerthonY mCDermott
Journal Staff Writer

g See work / page 2...

Government Remains Firm on 

August 10 Transition Date for 

Shanty Town Residents 

The Government intends

to “fulfil” its Christian

duty and make the evic-

tion exercise for shanty

town residents in New

Providence as seamless as

possible said Minister of

Labour, Senator the Hon.

Dion Foulkes.

Senator Foulkes

affirmed that the transi-

tion deadline of August

10, for all residents to

leave shanty towns in

New Providence is “firm”

and “irrevocable” as he

urged the residents to

move by the deadline

BY KathrYn CampBell
Journal Staff Writer

g See government / page 3...
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UNCeRTAINTy LyFORD 

CAy PROTeST TAxeS

Act   Real Property Tax

Rates and lack of clariûca-

tion

concerning the implica-

tions of the deûnition of

owner occupied  has gen-

erated substantial

dismay, confusion, and

much expression of con-

cern within our communi-

ty. 

Writing on behalf of the

Association, Mr. Cabot-

Lodge said , we fully

understand and recognize

the need for the

Government to generate

revenues from allpossible

sources including the real

property tax.

The principle source of

this concern is the follow-

ing excerpted from the

new law as eXplained by

Bahamian legal counsel:

Owner-Occupied Property

The deûnition of the term

owner-occupied property

has been amended to

remove the phrase  or

seasonal basis  and to

insert a requirement that an

owner must reside in their

property for at least

six months annually. The

new deûnition of the term

is now:  property occupied

by a person who

being the owner in fee sim-

ple or a mortgagor in pos-

session occupies and

resides in such

property exclusively as a

dwelling house on a per-

manent basis that is six

months or longer .

As a result of this change,

beginning 1  January 2019,

an owner that resides in

their property for

less than six months in any

given year will be required

to pay real property taxes

annually at the

rate of 0. 75% on that part

of the market value which

does not exceed

$500,000.00 and 2% on

that part of the market

value which exceeds

$500,000-00.”

He said,”this change

will affect Bahamian citi-

zens, permanent residents

and second home owners

who do

not reside in their property

for a minimum of 6

months. Accordingly, the

statutory maximum

annual tax of $50, 000. 00

which applies to owner-

occupied property, will not

apply in such

instances.

We have many expat prop-

erty owners living in our

community who occupy

their homes in the

winter months and who do

not reside here in the

Bahamas for six full

months annually. These

owners retain their resi-

dences for their exclusive

use as winter homes and

employ their

Bahamian staff and their

Bahamian support service

personnel on a year-round

basis. If we

understand this change in

the law correctly, their real

property tax rate is being

doubled, from i%

to 2%, and further they

will no longer be eligible

for the $50,000 annual cap

on their real property

tax.”

The Chairman said, “in

many cases this arbitrary

change will result in a

500% or greater increase

in their real property

tax burden. For many resi-

dents in our community,

this will impose annual

real property tax bills of

many hundreds of thou-

sands of dollars.

if the tax burden

becomes too high and

unpredictable, a group of

homeowners have already

indicated to me that they

will sell and leave the

Bahamas. This would lead

to unintentional

circumstances that would

adversely impact property

values and every sector of

the economy that

services Lyford Cay as

weii as similar communi-

ties. It would heavily

reduce: household and

general employment; con-

struction; landscape main-

tenance services; pool

services; electrical and

plumbing services; food

services: automobiles pur-

chased: utilities pay-

ments— electric, tele-

phone,

water and cable; legal fees

and real estate commis-

sions; property tax rev-

enue; and, VAT

revenue.

”Further negative

impacts would include: the

reduction of property val-

ues, the collection of

revenues for community

maintenance, and bring to

a halt a number of planned

property sales and

construction projects that

are presently being placed

on hold because of this tax

uncertainty.

Such adverse impacts

would not be unique to

Lyford Cay, but they

would also be felt through-

out

the many thriving second-

home communities

throughout the

Commonwealth.

”We do not understand

the reasoning behind what

appears to be the punitive

treatment of expat

winter residents, whose

properties are used in a

manner identical with

those of full year expat and

local residents. Whatever

the reason, we are greatly

concerned that if this inter-

pretation of the

law stands, we will have

wholesale liquidation of

what in many cases are

multi—generational,

resident’s properties here.

The impact on our commu-

nity will be devastating.

”It is important for policy-

makers to understand the

economic beneûts provid-

ed by winter vacation 

home residential commu-

nities that have demon-

strated a consistently sta-

ble source of economic

activity in the Bahamas. In

the case of Lyford Cay,

that has been over sixty

years of consistent

and solid community

development and growth

contributing approximate-

ly $215,000,000 million-

per annum to the GDP of

Bahamian economy. We

are concerned that absent

our many  winter"

residents, the viability

and sustainabiiity of our

community is at risk,  he

said

Mr. Cabot-Lodge said,

the  rumors of these

unwelcoming tax policies

now swirling around New

York, Florida, Toronto,

and other North

American and Latin com-

munities will have unin-

tended long term conse-

quences

for the Bahamas as

investor conûdence is

undermined by insensi-

tive and irrational

changes in tax

laws and policy. As I am

sure your government

fully understands, there is

a large  snowbird 

population who own

homes here, as in all

Caribbean warmer

climes, and this change in

the law,

we hope unintentionally,

suggests that such resi-

dents, eagerly sought

elsewhere, are now

unwelcome in the

Bahamas,  he said.

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...

Work Release Program
For Inmates  

“The training courses

will use existing curricular

and participants will be

assessed by instructors at

the Bahamas Technical

and Vocational Institute in

a manner commensurate

with students on the main

campus,” Mr. Dames said.

BTVI  President Robert

Robertson expressed  his

confidence in this new

work force initiative.

He said, “this is certain-

ly a landscape change in

respect to The Bahamas

and how we address the

skills gap. We are looking

forward to welcoming the

students and the correc-

tional officers to the pro-

gram.”

“There’s a lot of work

to do over the next two

years and we’re confident

that we we’re able to do

that and we’re confident

that we can make sure that

these young people as

they come back into soci-

ety and back into the work

force have the kind of

skills that will help them

to adjust properly and be a

contributor to the econo-

my.” 

IDB  representative

Michael Nelson said this

initiative is part of a $3.4

million component of the

Citizen’s Security and

Justice Project. 

“The component is enti-

tled the reintegration and

rehabilitation of offenders.

So we are especially

pleased to see that a local

training institute in the

Bahamas Technical and

Vocational Institute is tak-

ing the lead in offering

these critical skills in

offering and training par-

ticularly in this vulnera-

ble population, Mr.

Nelson said.

Mr. Dames said the

government is committed

to the transformation of

The Bahamas Department

of Corrections.

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...
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Government Remains Firm on August 10 Transition 

Date for Shanty Town Residents 

which was extended from

July 31.

All of the land in the

shanty towns is owned by

the government and was

previously leased for farm-

ing. “Most of the leases

have expired,” said

Minister Foulkes. “It is

crown land; the people’s

land and the government

holds the land in the name

of the Bahamian people.”

Minister Foulkes, the

Shantytown Action Task

Force and representatives

of the Red Cross, Haitian

Pastors League and Haitian

associations addressed a

press conference at the

National Training Agency,

Gladstone Road,

Wednesday, August 1.

A utility disconnection

exercise for Bahamas

Power and Light, Cable

Bahamas and Water and

Sewerage will take place

before August 10.

Furthermore, Minister

Foulkes revealed that all

animals including dogs,

cats, and chickens in the

shanty towns will be

removed during an exercise

on August 8 by the canine

units of the Bahamas

Humane Society and the

Ministry of Agriculture.

Minister Foulkes said the

members of the taskforce

have been working on a full

and part-time basis and

have taken into considera-

tion every aspect from a

technical and human point

of view.

Representatives of some

of the sub committees gave

brief reports of inspections

in the shanty towns.

Pastor Jean Paul Charles,

leader of the Haitian

Pastors League, said his

association is assisting 150-

200 families who are will-

ing to move but are experi-

encing challenges with

finding sureties and funds

for rental purposes.

“We in the Haitian com-

munity understand that the

government should be able

to protect and preserve the

health care of the people

and the environment of the

shanty towns,” he said.

He appealed to the gov-

ernment to have the law in

one hand and compassion

in the other hand.

Among the challenges

faced by the government

are homes in shanty towns,

which are code [building]

worthy and have connec-

tions for BPL and Cable

Bahamas, but are surround-

ed by homes that will be

demolished.

“There is a nice home

off of Bacardi Road, which

is built to code and owned

by a Bahamian of several

generations. The problem

with the second [home] is

that it does not make the

offsets for the Building

Control division in terms of

[its] distance from other

homes. That is a decision

that Cabinet has to make in

terms of how we approach

that,” said Senator Foulkes.

With the exception of

the two areas, all of the

other shanty town areas

will be demolished.

Another challenge is

that parents of children

who reside in the shanty

towns prefer them to attend

schools in the neighbour-

hood where they are

presently enrolled.

Senator Foulkes said 10

of the 11 shanty towns are

in the Carmichael Road

community and most of the

children in the shanty

towns attend primary and

high schools in the area.

Moreover, he said many

of the residents are

employed at jobs in the

Carmichael Road commu-

nity which makes relocat-

ing to find rental options in

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...
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We have to give it to some of those fine

men who sit around The Table; this because

as far as talk and chat are concerned, they

are clearly in a Big League of their own. 

Indeed, if awards were to be given for the

best in windy rhetoric, the fine men around

The Table would get any number of

Bahamian-styled and designed versions of

Hollywood’s hallowed academy awards.

With this in mind [and clearly for all that

it is worth] we insist:---Cry as they might;

implore as they have done; pray for relief as

many have been taught to do in perilous

times---yet, the fact remains:--Not one soul

in the current administration is listening.

As a consequence, therefore, those men,

women and children who are being so rude-

ly and crudely uprooted must now hope and

pray that God Almighty will –from the

height of glory- provide them much needed

succor.

For our part, we implore The Bahamas

Christian Council to reach out and help

these suffering people since each of them is

a child of God.

And thus as judgment day sets to arrive

for them in a time when some of their

Bahamian brothers and sisters would have

already celebrated their so-called and so-

described ‘emancipation’ day--- they too

might well remember that [no matter] that:-

--A day of real liberation will be theirs in

God’s own time!

Grand Bahama is in a mess. And as we all

know, crime is on its own steady path on

New Providence and its city, Nassau; this as

rapists go about their nasty business of rap-

ing; robbers are robbing like nobody’s busi-

ness – and for sure- whilst all of this is

going down, children are feeling the brunt of

this bloody madness.

But yet, things now threaten to go from

bad to worse against a VAT+ backdrop that

shows how an already suffering mass of

people are being obliged to suck up on any

number of other doses of suffering.

Sadly, the current administration now

seems bereft of either ideas or policy initia-

tives that might make some bit of good dif-

ference that matters.

In the meantime, these same people are

being obliged to do as much as they can to

eke out resources sufficient for keeping

together both body and soul.

And as we all know, some of the weakest

just do not make the cut, thus they hurt, they

suffer and [in the fullness of time] they die.

In the meantime –apparently with politi-

cal popularity in mind—some of the more

intrepid around the Table routinely trot out

with word to the effect that those people

who are already mired in suffering and

despair will –any day now wake to find

themselves saddled with even more charges

and levies.

In this regard, the Hon, Duane Sands is

now right up there in a guise that makes him

look and sound like a doyen of bad news;

thus all of that spewed stuff about bitter med-

icine and much-needed amputations.

Is there a doctor in the House!?

Evidently, Senator the Hon. Dion Foulkes

would want the attentive public to know that

he is a man of action.

In this regard, then it is quite clear to us

that the shantytowns eradication effort now

provides this mighty, mighty man an opportu-

nity to show how tough he and his colleagues

around the table how really tough he is.

And not ever to be out-done by any, the

Hon. Dr. Hubert A. Minnis is on record with

some of the toughest talk as to how murder-

ous scumbags should end their days at the

hands of a state-provided hangman!

And thus, in the people’s time a torrent of

windy words!
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As WE INsIsT 

The 2018 series salutes

fashion mogul Peter

Nygard’s Golden Jubilee

detailing his rags to rich-

es story and incredible

business success over

these past fifty years. The

Clifton Review will take

an inside look at how he

did it.

If you are someone that

feels that it is impossible

to force your brain to

think differently, then

here’s some news for you.

Studies show that you can

in fact successfully

change your thinking.

It’s not surprising that it would

seem like an impossible feat. All of

our lives, most of us have been social-

ized to think ‘an old dog can’t learn

new tricks’ or ‘bend the tree while its

young’. So some may be concerned

that they can’t become solution orient-

ed in their thinking about their busi-

ness, as we discussed previously.

What ever your thoughts, it is worth

the effort to make a shift since it can

have a major impact on your profits

like this strategy continuously does for

fashion mogul Peter Nygard.

The business magazine Inc pub-

lished an online article, “How to Train

Yourself to Think Differently and

Permanently Rewire Your Brain,

According to Science,” that contends

you can in fact make a mental shift. 

It’s author, Amy Morin, asserts that

training your brain to think differently

physically changes your brain and

many therapists use cognitive behavior

therapy (CBT) to help people create

long-lasting change.

She cites three studies where

researchers achieved physical changes

in brain activity with the use of cogni-

tive behavior therapy.

So what does this mean for someone

who wants to shift from being a prob-

lem-solver to solution oriented think-

ing? Well, it means you can.

The article offers a few suggestions

on how to train your brain to think dif-

ferently. Though they appear elemen-

tary, it might be the way to start:

Three ways to train your brain to

think differently:

1. Reframe your unhelpful thoughts:

Thinking things like "This will never

work," or "I'm such an idiot. I just

ruined everything" isn't helpful.

Negative predictions tend to turn into

self-fulfilling prophecies. And exag-

geratedly negative thoughts prevent

you from taking positive action. But

the good news is, you can reply to

unhelpful thoughts with more realistic

statements...

2. Prove yourself wrong:  Your brain

lies to you sometimes. So when it tells

you that you can't possibly get a pro-

motion or that you'll never be able to

lose 10 pounds, look at it as a chal-

lenge…

Each time you successfully prove your

negative predictions wrong, you'll

train your brain to see yourself in a

different light. Over time, your brain

will start to view your limitations, as

well as your capabilities, in a more

accurate light.

3. Create a personal mantra:  Take

stock of your negative thought pat-

terns. Do you call yourself names? Or

do you talk yourself out of doing

things where you might fail?

Then, develop a personal mantra that

you can use to talk back to the nega-

tive messages. Repeating things like

"Make it happen" or "Do your best"

tunes out the negativity. And over

time, you'll grow to believe those

statements more than the unhealthy

things you've been telling yourself.

(Amy Morin. “How to Train Yourself

to Think Differently and Permanently

Rewire Your Brain, According to

Science.” Inc.com)

Morin makes a good point in that

training your brain to think differently

takes time but continuous practice

helps you to keep building mental

muscle that could create physical

changes that can become permanent.

The important thing to note is that if

you truly want to transform your busi-

ness and make it more successful, any

efforts in doing what it takes can make

a world of difference—especially with

something like becoming solution ori-

ented in your thinking, which has no

down sides.

THE CLIFTON 

By P. J. Malone

REvIEW
the Clifton review is a bi-weekly column that examines the 

question of the Clifton project along with the evolution of the 

war between two billionaires, the links to unsavory characters, 

the use of the courts for personal agendas, the involvement 

of the government opposition party (the Fnm), and 

the attacks on the government of the Bahamas.

Teaching An Old
Dog New Tricks

“…The August 10 deadline is a firm deadline; that will not

change, that is irrevocable…” Senator, the Honorable

Dion Foulkes.
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SpOTLIGHT ON 

BAIN & GRANTS

TOWN

tHUrSAYS 7:30 P.m.

SAtUrDAYS 9:00 A.m.

LOVE 97

HOST: REv. DR. c. B.

MOSS

THe MOST UNIQUe SHOW ON

RADIO

DON’T MISS IT

GOT NEWS?
Please call the Bahama

Journal’s news tIP 
LIne at 356-7254 
and let us know!
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Phenton neymouR
Laid to Rest

“We were soul mates, we

loved, we laughed and we

lived. We did everything

together. Despite the chal-

lenges we experienced,  we

never lost sight of this. 

“Our lives weren’t perfect,

but we perfected what we had

by putting our trust in God.

We relied on God for our

strength and guidance.

“There are times when I

wanted to give up,  but as we

said,  we would conquer the

world and that we did. Our

entire relationship was unfor-

gettable,” she said.   

The  widow said she will

always remember  Phenton’s

heated debates and strategic

thoughts on  politics, love for

his fraternity, country and his

proudest achievement- his

children.

She said, “providing for

them was the top priority. It

reminded me of my father,

always wanting  the  best for

me,  making any and all sacri-

fices. Phenton, I will miss

your touch, especially the

way you rubbed your face on

your nose.

“I will miss the delicious

meals you prepared like your

crab soups, stew fish, smoke

turkey, grilled food, macaroni

homemade bread,  just to

name a few.” 

“I will miss our arguments,

two strong headed Virgos

going at it, but making up was

the best part. I will miss you

spoiling me,  even though you

blamed daddy for it,” said

Mrs. Neymour.   

Admitting to overcoming

with emotion, former Prime

Minister Hubert Ingraham,

and said Phenton’s death felt

like the replay of a bad

dream.

This, as just six years ago

this same month, he stood to

pay tribute to former parlia-

mentarian Charles Maynard,

who died suddenly in North

Abaco in the run-up to the

2012 bye-election.

“Phenton, he said, “ made

a lasting contribution to his

family, his community and

the nation.” Many men, he

pointed out,  live longer lives,

but achieve far less.

“No matter the number of

times we are called on to lay a

young person to eternal rest.

We continue to believe that

there is  to be a difference in

the approach of death to the

young as opposed to the old. 

“We continue to expect

that death stands before the

old man’s face,  but behind

the young man’s back. 

“Today we are reminded

that death strikes at will from

the front or the back,  just as

near to the young as it is to

the old.  As the hymn advises,

father along we’ll understand

why,” he said.

Mr. Ingraham  said   he

especially liked Phenton for

his forthrightness, decency,

loyalty, honesty and mental

acumen;  a man of conviction,

who was also bright, confi-

dent, articulate and dynamic;

someone upon whom he

could depend and rely.

“He was a distinctive

voice in tone and content. He

commanded my attention and

that of his colleagues. 

“Those of you who would

engage in a debate with

Phenton  would remember, he

didn’t easily yield a point and

that deep baritone voice and

sharp intellectual whit made

him to appear all the more

formidable, Mr. Ingraham

said.  

The congregation also

heard how sadly at the end of

Mr. Neymour’s  political

career, the noted engineer

could not find full time

employment.

Mr. Ingraham described

this  as the unkindest cut of

all.  Yet his  faith and  confi-

dence in the face of so many

odds, he said,  was  most

inspiring.
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