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Dialysis Patients Upset 
n internal mem-

orandum in the

Public Hospitals

A u t h o r i t y

approving a fee on dialy-

sis wheelchair service

stirred  up quite a hornet’s

nest, with one opposition

politician demanding that

the policy be  reversed

immediately.

Responding to an

August 9th communica-

tion from Jeffrey

Henfield, Superintendent

of the Transport

Department, Princess

Margaret Hospital

Administrator, M.E.

BY JaMeelha MISSIcK
Journal Staff Writer

Minister of Health, the Hon. Dr. Duane Sands
(Journal file photo)

LANDFILL BIDDER

AWARDED

The Ministry of the

Environment  yesterday

announced Providence

Advisors Waste

Resources Development

Consortium as  the select-

ed bidder  for the land-

fill’s investment and man-

agement services. 

This job includes the

deconstruction, remedia-

tion, and operation of the

New Providence landfill.  

The landfill in the cap-

ital has been a vexing

problem over the years,

and in keeping with their

promises the government

is now making headway

to ensure that this issue

remains in the past.

Minister of

Environment and

Housing Romauld

Ferreira said, “this is a

watershed moment for the

Bahamian society. The

number one issue facing

BY leah cooper
Journal Staff Writer

4 Minister of
Environment and
Housing, Romauld

Ferreira
(Journal file photo)

g See dialysis / page 2...
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“Gov’t

Desperate

On

Housing”,

Says MP

Pageant calls uPon governor general Her
excellency Dame marguerite PinDling

4 The Executive Members and Delegates of Miss Bahamas Universe Pageant 2018-2019 called upon

Governor General Her Excellency Dame Marguerite Pindling at Government House on Wednesday, August

29, 2018.  (BIS Photo/Letisha Henderson)

The Member of

Parliament for South

Andros, Picewell Forbes

says the government’s

housing programme “ is

woefully inadequate,

under resourced, if not

non- existent. It is shame-

ful that all the Housing

Minister can tell us is

how the majority of peo-

ple who applied for their

service lot programme

could not qualify”.

He said “the picture of

the Prime Minister and

his Minister of Housing

laying a plaque to pro-

Fatal
Industrial
Accident
in Bimini

a man is dead after an

industrial accident in

Bimini.

according to reports,

shortly after 9:00am yes-

terday, police were called

to a construction site at a

resort on North Bimini.

a male Dominican

worker, was operating a

crane and lifting a 40ft

beam from a barge to the

dock, when the cable of

the crane allegedly

snapped, causing the

beam to fall.

The fallen beam land-

ed onto the crane cabin

that the victim was inside.

The man was pro-

nounced dead at the

scene by a doctor from

the Bimini clinic.

police are actively

investigating this matter. 

BY JaMeelha MISSIcK
Journal Staff Writer

g See housing/ page 3...

pha clarIFIeS MeMo

AA

Bishop Promotes Medicinal Marijuana

While the public is still

unable to put names to

most of the faces on the

government’s proposed

Marijuana Committee,

Bishop Simeon Hall yes-

terday told the Journal

News Team that he is  still

ready to serve in this

regard. 

The government has yet

to announce when the pro-

posed marijuana commit-

tee would be formed fol-

lowing cabinet’s approval

last month. 

Last month the Prime

Minister also indicated

that the make-up of this

committee and other oper-

ational details would be

fine-tuned the following

week.

Bishop Hall said, “My

position is from a pastoral

perspective. I believe that

we should facilitate help-

ing people who cannot

afford medical insurance

as best as we can.

BY leah cooper
Journal Staff Writer

g See bishop / page 2...
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Dialysis Patients Upset 
Lightbourne Walker, indi-

cated that a request for the

above proposal had been

“reviewed and supported”

- albeit with stipulations.

Those stipulations

include that there be a

one-way charge of $25

and that’s to or from the

dialysis unit.

There’d be a $50

roundtrip charge to and

from the unit, translating

to a weekly fee of $150.

There’s a proposed

start date of Monday,

September 3rd.

The letter further stipu-

lates that customers

desirous of using the serv-

ice must pay at the busi-

ness office and provide

their receipt prior to trans-

port.

A number of dialysis

patients or those with rela-

tives on dialysis called into

the  Love 97 Radio  daily

talk show “Issues of the

Day” bemoaning the new

charge.

“I have a wife on dialy-

sis, I know what the situa-

tion is with a person on dial-

ysis, I know what they go

through, because I deal with

my wife everyday with that

sickness,” one caller said.  

“This government they

need mercy man, if the

Prime Minister’s listening

to this today, Mr. Prime

Minister, let me tell you

something, people in Grand

Bahama, they are hurting,”

he added.

Another caller said, “I

feel saddened to hear what’s

happening over there.”

“Hebrews 9:27 says its

appointed unto man once to

die,  after this judgement, so

these rascals who doing

people like that have to real-

ize that, one day they have

to stand before God and

give an account,” he said. 

“A person got to pay $50,

who got to come to you in

the first place to get free

service, they’re coming to

you for free service,  but

they got to pay $50 to get

from point  A  to point B,”

said another caller.

Progressive Liberal

Party, MP Glenys Hanna-

Martin also registered her

disgust and dismay, charg-

ing that it is becoming clear

that more and more life is

becoming brutish and bitter

for many at the bottom of

the economic pile in the

country. “What message is

this government sending to

very sick and poor people?”

she asked.

“How can any group in

good conscience, she

questioned, sit around a

cabinet table and accord to

themselves more benefits

and turn around and add

unbearable pressure on the

most vulnerable. This  is

wrong,” said Mrs Hanna-

Martin.

Health Minister Dr.

Duane Sands called into

the  “Issues of the Day

Show” to  defend the deci-

sion on the fees. 

The Minister claimed

(unlike the PHA letter stat-

ed) that the fees related to

transportation to and from

the homes of patients.

He said, “the gazetted

fees for dialysis that has

existed since the services

have been provided is sup-

posed to be $275 per dial-

ysis session per patient,

which for all intents and

purposes works out to just

shy of $1,000 a week,” he

said.

“We  collect less than,

I’m advised, less than

$500,000 for the $ 25 mil-

lion  worth of dialysis

services. The transporta-

tion is not one of the man-

dated services,” he said.

Dr. Sands added that a

van was donated to collect

dialysis patients to receive

treatment.

However, that van fell

into disrepair prior to the

current administration tak-

ing office.

The government is

seeking to re-establish a

concierge service to assist

dialysis patients.

Dr. Sands added that

while he would love to be

able to provide services at

no cost,  this year he has a

$50 million shortfall.

“I  am in agreement that

if we provide  a service

which is unbudgeted, then

the only way that we can

provide that service is if

we have the revenue to

match the service, and

what that service costs is

to be determined and that

is why a leaked internal

document does not further

the transformation of our

health care system,” he

said.

Some 463 people are

reportedly on dialysis at a

total cost of between

$50,000  and $80,000  per

patient a year, that’s a

rough total of some $25

million annually to tax-

payers.

gg continued from / PAGE 1...

LANDFILL BIDDER

AWARDED

The Bahamas was the

New Providence Sanitary

Landfill and that was

because of the risk of fires

at that site.”

He added, “you would

remember that under the

Christie-Davis administra-

tion in March 2017 that

there was a fire that raged

for almost four weeks.

Schools had to be evacuat-

ed. Residents had to be

evacuated. It was a man-

made disaster. 

“So, what we hope to

accomplish through this

process is bringing the

skill sets, the resources, in

association with the

‘awardee’[winning bid-

der] to resolve the long

standing issue.”, he said. 

Tall Pines Member of

Parliament Donald

Saunders  said that yester-

day marked historic day in

both the island and his

constituency.

He said, “I promised

that I will agitate on their

behalf to address this

issue, and that I’ve been

doing. I’ve been making

sure that the government

never forgets its commit-

ment, in terms of making

sure we put in place a

company that is properly

able to manage the dump.” 

CEO of  Providence

Advisors Kenwood  Kerr

told The Journal   that the

company plans to trans-

form the current landfill

into what will be known as

the New Providence ecol-

ogy park.

This project’s projected

cost  stands at $130 mil-

lion.

One half of the project

will consist of landfill

remediation, operations,

and management. 

The other half will fea-

ture renewable energy

generation using the waste

streams from the land fill. 

The site will also fea-

ture a public mini-golf

course, fitness circuit and

ecology park within a

buffer zone to provide a

“clean and serene oasis

for neighbours and visi-

tors. 

gg continued from / PAGE 1...

bishop promotes 

Medicinal Marijuana

“I think its egregious

that in the 21st century we

have people dying because

they cannot afford medi-

cine or insurance. If you

can find the remedy grow-

ing in your backyard, then

I have no problem with it,”

he said.

Bishop Hall said he

believes that there should

be extensive study into the

matter before the proposed

matter hits the benches of

parliament. 

He said he  is not one to

smoke neither does he sug-

gest it, but he does want

the drug to be decriminal-

ized to keep undeserving

individuals out of jail. 

He also recalled a recent

incident this past week

where a young man was

punished for a small

amount.

He said, “I stood with a

young man who had a

spliff in his socks, and he

was charged x amount of

dollars. All I’m saying is

that I got the court to sen-

tence him to counseling at

New Covenant. That’s pas-

toral duty, as far as I’m

concerned.”

Bishop Hall also point-

ed out that this controver-

sial herb is grown on every

island in the Caribbean. 

He also implied that

there is much more to gain

from the plant’s decrimi-

nalization than lose. 

He said, “the Europeans

exploited us with corn and

sugar. We must not let

them exploit us again with

cannabis, and that’s what

I’m for without apology.”

He added, “I’m not say-

ing to go out and smoke

marijuana. I’m saying if it

can help people, if people

can find medicinal value,

why not decriminalize it?” 

In the coming weeks

Bishop Hall is scheduled

to speak with a number of

clergymen from a number

of denominations on the

matter.

He said he is  very

pleased with the incremen-

tal response he has  been

getting and as far as the

local/national commission

is concerned, he says

he’s ready. 

gg continued from / PAGE 1...

Section a Tues SMall_Section a Tues  8/29/2018  11:35 pM  page 2



A3The bahama Journal

Thursday - august 30th, 2018NationalNEWS

“Gov’t  Desperate  On Housing”, Says MP

mote the sale of a mere ten

lots shows how desperate

this government is for

good news. Unfortunately,

there is no good news

there either.”

The Opposition’s

spokesman on housing

said “ the FNM has this

unfortunate way of glory-

ing in the misfortunes of

its citizens. The Minister

should have instead been

boasting about how they

are working with each

applicant to ensure that

they do qualify.

“Next, we find it amus-

ing what the FNM is pro-

moting. Their announce-

ment is in fact that of a

PLP project designed and

approved before the 2017

General Election.

“We can’t believe the

Minister and the Prime

Minister  put down a

plaque to promote the sale

of the 10 Lots  created in

the Sunset Close exten-

sion by the PLP and he

has not sold them. I am

advised that all these lots

were all assigned prior to

the election and because

of their size, specially

designed houses were to

be constructed there to

complement the existing

subdivision. The persons

who got the assignments

were pre-approved so why

are the applicants now

failing to qualify?” he

asked.

Mr. Forbes said in his

budget statement  he

warned the Government

that their programme was

flawed.“I did not believe

that applicants who need-

ed affordable housing

would have the resources

to take advantage of serv-

ice lots. What I predicted

has come true. The pro-

gramme has fallen woe-

fully short of the mark.

“The FNM must go

back to the drawing board.

They can simply go to the

files and follow the blue-

prints left by the PLP,”

said Mr. Forbes.

4 Mp for Mangrove cay & South andros, picewell Forbes

(Journal file photo)

gg continued from / PAGE 1...

aCCusEd

WEbshop

MuRdER

aRRaignEd

A man was yesterday

arraigned before Deputy

Chief Magistrate

Subusola Swain on one

count of murder.

26-year-old William

Etienne, whose address is

unknown, was charged in

connection with the

August 24th web shop

killing of Alvin Strachan.

Reports are that around

10:00 that morning,

Etienne allegedly entered

the FML Webshop East

Street and Balfour

BY JaMeelha MISSIcK
Journal Staff Writer

g See aCCusEd / page 8...
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Leniency Nixed
For your information:---Synonyms and

Antonyms of leniency:---kind, gentle, or

compassionate treatment especially

towards someone who is undeserving of it;

as in: the defence requested leniency in

light of their client's lack of a prior criminal

record.

In addition and therefore also for your

information: Mercy described and defined-

-- Compassion or forgiveness shown

towards someone whom it is within one's

power to punish or harm. Synonyms:---

leniency, lenience, clemency, compassion,

grace, pity, charity, forgiveness, forbear-

ance, quarter, humanity, humaneness,

humanitarianism.

Against this backdrop: We report some

brand new information: Deon Ferguson, of

Asphalt Street in Pinewood Gardens, has

been sentenced by Magistrate Samuel

McKinney in connection with the discov-

ery of a .9mm Taurus pistol, a .38 revolver

and 13 live rounds of ammunition.

This man will spend time in jail and

clearly, then, he will be exposed to condi-

tions in Her Majesty’s Lock-up that might

leave him traumatized and brutalized.

Clearly, this would profit neither him, his

neighbors, family any abiding good.

And thus, we advise all who would dis-

pense justice to be reminded that when you

are powerful, you would be well-advised to

be merciful!

But yet, we are sufficiently realistic

about how things really run in this place to

know that: There are those times in life

when [as the word in the wind would

exclaim] you can’t win for losing!

Echo exclaims: You can’t win for losing!

And thus we move on to some matters

that are true by definition!

Obviously:--Possession of any unli-

censed firearm is a serious offence given

the nature of gun violence in this deeply

troubled Bahamas!

Obviously: Very many of our youth are

savagely misguided, thus some of the mis-

guided things they do!

And clearly: There are locales and neigh-

borhoods that are now being marred and

scarred by what some describe as ‘ a histo-

ry of violence’.

And for sure: There are times in life

when might and power could and should be

tempered with ample doses of leniency and

mercy!

Evidently, Deon Ferguson was not so

lucky---and indeed, we would humbly sug-

gest that the four year custodial sentence he

got might just do him and the rest of us

more harm than good.

For all that we could care to know, such

a sentence should be considered par for the

course in a land where gun violence is

clearly a major scourge.

But yet, we are quite concerned as

regards what seems a clear mismatch

between how this case was settled and

another which went another more lenient

way.

Something is wrong with this kind of

picture!

One such bad time now belongs to Deon

Ferguson.

This thought and this conclusion recent-

ly came to mind as we tuned into the sad

case of that one youth-man, Ferguson, who

was charged and convicted for having in his

possession a gun and some bullets.

In this regard, this youth-man’s offence

was quite like that of another man who

[unlike him’ was quite well-connected!

Evidently, this is a place where different

strokes apply to different folks.

Interestingly enough: That recent case

serves as clear illumination of the extent to

which judges judge differently and thus, on

occasion, they seem to use differing stan-

dards as they decide the fate of this convict

or the other.

In Ferguson’s case: The learnedmagis-

trate sentenced this youth-man to four years

in prison for possession of a .9mm Taurus

pistol, two years for the 12 unfired rounds

found with that pistol and on top of that:

Two more years for possession of the .38

revolver and one year for the unfired round

found with that revolver.

And wonder of wonders, word has it

that: The sentences are to run concurrently

at the Bahamas Department of Correctional

Services.

Would to God that this matter was dealt

with differently; but since it was not done as

we might have wished, we surely hope

Deon Ferguson will live long enough to

cope with that reality where different

strokes are thought to be due folks who

[whilst guilty of identical offences] are

treated with leniency, mercy and the great-

est of humane considerations.

Apparently, none of this is obvious to

some who now wield power without mercy

in today’s deeply troubled Bahamas.

GOT NEWS?
the Bahama 
Journal tIP 

LIne is here 356-7254

Now that plagiarism has

become chic---please

note:---every word

[excluding these confes-

sional words now being

used and abused] are

taken directly from a

piece written by some

dude named Simon

Mont.

As for who this Simon

dude really is, all I know

is this---He writes so

clearly and beautifully

and thus –with no thanks

to him [because I am a

Bahamian] I lift heaven-

ward his oh-so-very-

pithy words:-----Nothing

is isolated. Every act of

violence is a reminder of

the complete transforma-

tion required.  Along

with these winds that

carry violence through

the atmosphere there are

waters of healing flowing

through rivers, raining

down from above, and

flowing forth from the

deep wells that reside in

all of our hearts. 

There are trees of

truth, justice, and right-

eousness that stand

undaunted, no matter

how hard the wind blows.

There is Earth that con-

stantly fruits all the med-

icine we could ever need,

fire that burns the infec-

tions of our psyche, and

an infinitely dimensioned

universe in which we can

create any society we can

imagine.

A gun problem, a

shooter problem, a

racism problem, a mental

health problem, a human

problem.

A violence problem.

Violence. It’s not just a

bullet or a knife.

It’s an infection that per-

meates through people,

relationships and society.

Imagine: You’re bul-

lied by a boss, it leaves

you with a charge, that

leads you to lose your

temper at dinner, and

then your baby cries.

That makes your partner

tired and irritated, so they

say something rude to a

friend, who brings it

home to dinner with their

own family.  Passing

along the pain because

we don’t know how to

process it. We’ve all done

something we regret,

because we were strug-

gling with a feeling we

could not manage, given

to us by a world we did

not choose.  It’s a simple

and familiar process we

all experience nearly

every day.

Now imagine: The

boss is an enormous

institution funded by tril-

lions of dollars bombard-

ing you with the message

that you are not good

enough. The boss is con-

stellation of military

manufacturers that prof-

its from every bomb they

convince us to drop.

They train us to think

murder is a solution and

safety requires warfare. 

Now the boss is a

police system that guns

down citizens in the

street and calls it protec-

tion; puts lost souls in

cages and calls it justice.

Now the boss is an econ-

omy that leaves folks

without jobs and pro-

vides a thin veil of meri-

tocracy that shames them

for not being able to take

care of themselves.

Now the boss leaves

people in desperate need

of help, and convinces

them to hate anyone who

receives government

assistance, including

themselves.  What is the

charge we are left

with?  What tools and

support do we have to

cope? How constantly

are we passing this

along?

This is all violence.

Physical, economic,

structural, systemic vio-

lence. It traumatizes its

way into our psyche and

burrows into our

selves.  Once infected,

we barely imagine any

way to cope with our

existence and struggles

but to lash out on some

other. Violence is a con-

tagious disease that per-

meates the culture we

breathe. We are being

wounded by each other,

and told that it is nor-

mal.  It’s the great capi-

talist gas lighting and we

can’t feel the pain if we

are all on OxyContin.

Violence. Denial.

Shame. Repression.

Powerlessness. Hatred.

Fear. Repeat. It’s the

American way of life.

We are lost souls try-

ing to build our lives but

America the colonizer

has given us only wreck-

ing balls and fire. It con-

vinced us that we can

make a dream real with a

bullet and told the same

lie from Columbus to

Jackson to Trump.

This is

America.  Where we

build shopping malls on

indigenous burial

grounds; where we wear

clothes still moist with

the sweat and blood of

the children that stitched

them.  This is America,

where we poison peo-

ple’s water supplies and

label civil rights leaders

as terrorists; where we

drive cars fueled by oil

pirated at gunpoint. 

This is America,

where our idea of success

is to climb to the top of a

hierarchy so that we can

subject others to our will,

where human worth has a

price tag, where we build

smartphones from con-

flict minerals mined by

children. Where we crim-

inalize or ‘pathologize’

any warning sign, includ-

ing peaceful protest, and

push opioids on the pop-

ulace so that we can

avoid confronting the

shadow of our nation.

This is America. The

world’s leader in vio-

lence and self delusion.

We are sick here, and we

need to heal. Every.

Single. One. Of. Us.

Nothing is isolated.

Every act of violence is a

reminder of the complete

t r a n s f o r m a t i o n

required.  Along with

these winds that carry

violence through the

atmosphere there are

waters of healing flowing

through rivers, raining

down from above, and

flowing forth from the

deep wells that reside in

all of our hearts.  There

are trees of truth, justice,

and righteousness that

stand undaunted, no mat-

ter how hard the wind

blows. There is Earth that

constantly fruits all the

medicine we could ever

need, fire that burns the

infections of our psyche,

and an infinitely dimen-

sioned universe in which

we can create any society

we can imagine.

Luckily, everything we

need is right here.  

We just need to figure

out how to notice it, con-

nect with it, organize

around it, and manifest the

abundance of love, heal-

ing, and compassion that

infuses every moment

with the potential to be

more sanctified than the

last.  We can create insti-

tutions, policies, and

economies that reflect and

cultivate the most gener-

ous, healing, united, and

humble natures of our

beings to replace the sys-

tems that inflict violence

in the name of profit.  

The first step is to

notice the depth of the

problem. The second is to

recognize that transforma-

tion is not only possible,

but already in progress.

The third is to cultivate

that lovely mixture of

hope, vision, stubborn-

ness, and a dash of arro-

gance that lets us believe

we actually can remake

the world.

The Rough Cut
By Felix F. Bethel

“…nothing is isolated…”
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