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time for another 

“Bend or Break”

Christie Gives Reason for
Declining Award

troy smith

named

new niB

Chairman

4 Her Excellency the Most Honourable Dame Marguerite Pindling, ON, GCMG, Chancellor and Governor
General, is pictured, centre, with Prime Minister, Dr. the Hon. Hubert Minnis and Acting Chief Justice Vera

Watkins at Government House, August 23, 2018. (BIS Photo/Derek Smith)

ormer Tourism

Minister, Obie

Wi l c h c o m b e

says the time

has come for

another  bend or break

speech for Grand

Bahama. He was refer-

ring to the speech made in

the late  1960’s by former

Prime Minister Sir

Lynden Pindling on for-

eign investment in

Freeport.  Mr.

Wilchcombe said that

Hutchinson Whampoa

has not honoured its

BY JaMeelha MISSIcK
Journal Staff Writer

4 Former Minister of Tourism, Obie Wilchcombe
(Jornal file photo)

A veteran in the Insurance

Industry, Troy Smith, has

been appointed Chairman

of The National Insurance

Board (NIB).

Mr. Smith has spent 29

years  in the life, health,

disability and annuity

insurance industry. He

previously served in

numerous management

and executive positions.

In recent years, Smith’s

private pursuits are said

to have included consult-

ing in information tech-

nology, retail business

ownership and property

management.

He also previously

served on boards in the

private and public sec-

tors, and most recently

served on the Board of

Directors of the

Education Loan

Authority.

Other members named

to the new board include

Geoffrey Stuart, Deputy

Chairman; Michela

Barnett-Ellis; Claretta

Duncombe; Marcus

Grammatico; Anethera

Bowleg; Theresa

Mortimer; Gina

Sweeting-Moss; Gene

Albury; Edison Sumner;

and Charles Sealy.

All appointments

became effective July 1st,

2018. 

BY JaMeelha MISSIcK
Journal Staff Writer

Governor General DesiGnateD, ‘ChanCellor of the

soCieties of honour’

Former Prime Ministers

Hubert Ingraham and

Perry Christie both recent-

ly declined the Order of

the Nation  award,  one of

the highest-ranking nation-

al honours in the country. 

While meeting with

reporters at Government

House  yesterday,

Opposition Leader Philip

Davis explained the reason

behind Mr. Christie not

accepting the reward.

He said, “he’s not

accepting the award at this

time and he’s not going to

accept any award  that’s

being given by this gov-

ernment because of their

own corrupt behavior.

“He feels that he would

be betraying his members

if he were to accept that in

BY leah cooper
Journal Staff Writer

Former
Govenor
Generals

Honoured

Two  former Governor

Generals were  formally

inducted in the “Order of

the Nation” yesterday at

Government House.

They are  Sir Orville

Turnquest and  the

Honourable Arthur Hanna

who served the country

with distinction.

Prime Minister Dr.

Hubert Minnis said   these

men  left an indelible

mark on the country

through their tireless

efforts. The Order of the

Nation, one of the high-

est-ranking national hon-

BY leah cooper
Journal Staff Writer

g See former / page 2...

FF

g See time for / page 2...

g See christie / page 3...

4 New Chairman of NIB, Troy Smith
(Jornal file photo)

4 Former Prime Minister, Perry G. Christie 
(Jornal file photo)
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NatioNal HoNours Bestowed upoN sir
orville turNquest aNd tHe HoN. a.d. HaNNa

4 Bahamian honours bestowed: Pictured from left, the Most Honourable Sir Orville Turnquest, 
Her Excellency, the Most Honourable Dame Marguerite Pindling, the Most Honourable Arthur Hanna. 

Standing behind at the ceremony at left: Commissioner of Police Anthony Ferguson 
and, at right, RBDF Commander Commodore Tellis Bethel (BIS file Photo/Derek Smith)

Former Govenor Generals Honoured

ors.  

The award may be con-

ferred upon all persons

appointed Governor-

General and Prime minis-

ter. 

Dr. Minnis thanked the

honourable men for a life-

time of service. 

He said, “since they

were in their 20’s, both

men answered the call of

national service and to the

betterment of the lives of

their fellow citizens. They

were early on the forefront

lines fighting for a more

just  Bahamas.”

He added, “they were

men in the arena. Both

men lend their ideals and

their considerable talents

to political and national

development, including

the struggle for equality.” 

Both  Sir Orville  and

Mr. Hanna  served in par-

liament and in cabinet

throughout their tenure in

public service.

The Prime Minister said

they played an essential

role in creating the vibrant

democracy and party sys-

tem we know today. 

Former Prime Minister

Perry Christie also spoke

to reporters about   their

legacy. 

He said, “I’ve always

enjoyed a close relation-

ship with the Turnquest

family. He has always

been like a mentor to me,

Sir Orville and Paul

Adderley. A.D. Hanna

have  been  the extraordi-

nary men in the lives of

Hubert Ingraham and

myself.” 

He added, “when we

were challenged as mem-

bers of good standing of

the Progressive Liberal

Party, and we were ulti-

mately denied the nomina-

tion for our respective con-

stituencies, A.D. Hanna as

the sitting Deputy Prime

Minister took the position

in support of Mr. Ingraham

and myself.” 

The investiture  cere-

mony was followed by the

inspection of a Defense

Force Guard of Honour by

Governor General Dame

Marguerite Pindling.

gg continued from / PAGE 1...

agreement to maintain  the

Lucayan Grand Resort. 

He said  Grand Bahama’s

failing economy is the

result of a lack of the gov-

ernment’s involvement on

that island, not only pres-

ent, but past as well.

Mr. Wilchcombe also

added that he believes the

government had to subsi-

dize the The Grand

Lucayan  property to keep

the jobs of those employ-

ees currently working

there. 

“There was no real gov-

ernment intervention

which has always been the

problem in Grand Bahama,

the lack of government

intervention,” he said.

“Because we’ve left it to

the Port and then

Hutchinson Whampoa to

run things. Well,  that’s the

problem. But what hap-

pened was, you had to

become involved.

“If you’re considering

what happened to

Driftwood, Driftwood shut

down so you just had one

major property and that

major property was Our

Lucaya.

“And you had to do

something to keep those

jobs going in Grand

Bahama, so the govern-

ment had to get in either

one way or the other.”

The former Member of

Parliament for West End

and Bimini said Prime

Minister Dr. Hubert Minnis

is simply following the

footsteps of his predeces-

sors, but his work has only

just begun. 

“And faced with the cir-

cumstances, you can’t

blame what Ingraham did,

you can’t blame what

Christie did, you can’t

blame what Minnis is

doing now, because he’s

doing really the same

thing,” he said.

“Except  he’s gone one

step further, because

Hutchinson has said I have

no further interest in this

property. He’s now sent

them 10 million dollars as a

deposit.

“But I don’t think he’s

considering that next

month when he takes it

over, he takes everything

over. It’s a going concern,

it’s a property that’s still

open. 

“The reality is that there

are people who are work-

ing and you’re then respon-

sible for everything 

“So when you hear the

Minister of Tourism say we

don’t want to spend that

much money,  the truth is,

they’re going to have spend

a whole heap of money.”

Mr. Wilchcombe's

remarks came as he

appeared as a guest on

Love 97's afternoon show

On Point. 

time for another “Bend or Break”
gg continued from / PAGE 1...
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Governor General Designated,

‘Chancellor of the societies

of honour’

Her Excellency Dame

Marguerite Pindling,

GCMG, has been desig-

nated ‘Chancellor of the

Societies of Honour.’

During a ceremony held in

the Drawing Room of

Government House on

Mount Fitzwilliam,

August 23, 2018 Acting

Chief Justice Vera

Watkins conferred the title

to the Governor General.

Her new title is Her

Excellency the Most

Honourable Dame

Marguerite Pindling, ON,

GCMG, Chancellor and

Governor General. Her

Excellency is the first to

receive this appointment. 

She said that it was

with great ‘humility’ that

she accepted the honour:

“It is a personal, singular

honour to be the first to

receive this appointment,”

said the Governor

General. “I, therefore,

accept it in a true spirit of

humility and pride in our

Bahamaland during this

45th year of our

Independence.”

Expressing her grati-

tude to the Prime Minister,

Dr. the Hon. Hubert A.

Minnis, she said that his

efforts with the implemen-

tation of the National

Honours Act, made this

opportunity possible.

“These honours are

intended to rightly recog-

nize and honour our citi-

zens and others who make

significant contributions

to our national develop-

ment.

Following the ceremo-

ny, in her new capacity as

Chancellor of the

Societies of Honour, the

Governor General invest-

ed two former Governors-

General as members of the

Order of the Nation. They

are:  Sir Orville A.

Turnquest, GCMG, QC

and The Honourable

Arthur D. Hanna.

The Investiture was

held in the Ballroom of

Government House.

BY BettY VedrIne

Christie Gives 
Reason for 
Declining Award

these circumstances,” said

Mr. Davis.

Mr. Ingraham did not

want to speak with

reporters on the matter as

he says this day was about

the honourees. 

However, Mr. Christie

says Mr. Davis has not

been privy to the letter he

wrote responding to the

Governor  General, Dame

Marguerite Pindling’s

invitation. 

He said, “what I indi-

cated was that firstly,  the

law was conceived and

presented to parliament by

my government.

Therefore, it is nothing

that I would walk away

from, but I told the

Governor General that due

to the circumstances in

place since the  elections, I

would not wish to accept

the award at this time. 

“That’s very simple for

me. The Order of the

Nation is to my position as

Prime Minister of  The

Bahamas. The position [on

the matter] is contributed

by three persons  who

have been charged before

the criminal courts, and

while those cases are

going on,  I deem it not

appropriate for me to

accept any kind of honour

until justice is done.”

So far, 38 Bahamians

have received national

honors in this regard rang-

ing from the Order of the

nation, the Order of

National Hero, and the

order of the Bahamas.

gg continued from / PAGE 1...
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Trump, Good Riddance?

The 2018 series salutes

fashion mogul Peter

Nygard’s Golden Jubilee

detailing his rags to rich-

es story and incredible

business success over

these past fifty years. The

Clifton Review will take

an inside look at how he

did it.

Unfortunately, having the

best of intentions in busi-

ness is no guarantee of

business success. 

However, best of inten-

tions combined with strate-

gic implementations can

put you on a path of achieving the types

of business success that fashion mogul

Peter Nygard has experienced through-

out his 50 years of business from strate-

gic implementations.

As one of the most important business

strategies, we have embarked on a path

to help you align the various parts of

your organization to boost your levels of

business success.

As presented previously, the Harvard

Business Review shared an article that

provides a way to test your business to

discover where you might fall in your

efforts toward high levels of success.

The two questions and suggested results

are outlined in “A Simple Way to Test

Your Company’s Strategic Alignment”

By Jonathan Trevor and Barry Varcoe:

hbr.org.

Once again, the questions you were

asked to answer from that article were,

How well does our strategy support the

fulfillment of our purpose?

How well does our organization support

the achievement of our strategy?

Trevor and Varcoe created a matrix to

explain the 4 possible results to this test-

ing of your business. The bottom left

quadrant represented finding your busi-

ness in the position of ‘Not long for this

world’ based on the x and y scales

described as “How aligned is your strat-

egy with your organizational capabili-

ties?” and “How aligned is your strategy

with your long-term purpose?” respec-

tively.

We hope you did not fall in that left

bottom quadrant, which indicates that

your company is in crisis due to not

being able to fulfill your company’s pur-

pose. 

However, if your score results did

land you in that category, all is not lost.

The first step toward any solution is rec-

ognizing that there is a problem. You can

work toward better organizational align-

ment to turn things around. (See previ-

ous Clifton Review articles for exam-

ples, tips, and strategies for aligning

your organization.)

Trevor and Varcoe’s top left quadrant

on their matrix represents “Best of inten-

tions, but incapable” meaning that you

may have strategies but are incapable of

implementing them:

Best of intentions, but incapable:

Companies that score highly on the pur-

pose and strategy alignment scale, but

low on the strategy and organization

scale, are more or less incapable of

implementing their strategy as intended.

The performance penalty may be mani-

fest in poor customer attraction and

retention, higher-than-expected costs,

organizational dysfunctions, or simple

financial underperformance.

Like many leading international banks

in recent years, Barclays has been sub-

jected to strong criticism of its culture,

governance, and risky behavior that con-

tributed to the 2008 financial crisis. A

series of scandals, such as foreign

exchange fixing, has resulted in it

receiving record fines, regulatory scruti-

ny, and highly negative publicity. 

A report commissioned by Barclays in

2013 revealed a corporate culture that

wasn’t fit for purpose, tending to “favor

transactions over relationships, the short

term over sustainability, and financial

over other business purposes.” It further

revealed a complex and siloed organiza-

tion, with competing operating assump-

tions, values, and practices across the

group. The result was a fertile environ-

ment for reckless and risky employee

behavior running contrary to the overar-

ching vision and values of the enter-

prise.

(From “A Simple Way to Test Your

Company’s Strategic Alignment” By

Jonathan Trevor and Barry Varcoe:

hbr.org)

If your testing results have not fallen

in either of these results categories so

far, you have two more results on the

matrix that may represent your business

standing, which we’ll present next. 

THE CLIFTON 

By P. J. Malone

REvIEW
the clifton review is a bi-weekly column that examines the 

question of the clifton project along with the evolution of the 

war between two billionaires, the links to unsavory characters, 

the use of the courts for personal agendas, the involvement 

of the Government opposition party (the fNm), and 

the attacks on the Government of the Bahamas.

When 'Best of intention' is

incongruent with capacity

As the Washington Post’s Eugene

Robinson frames the issue at hand:---

“…We are accustomed to politicians who

shade the truth and spin the facts, but now

we have a president who ignores unpleasant

truth and rejects unflattering facts. 

“Whether this is a diabolical plan to

delegitimize critics or a reflection of

Trump’s narcissism, the damage is the

same. As a society we become less able to

believe, less able to trust…”

Thus he concludes:---“Truth is truth —

and worth fighting for.”

We agree with this sentiment; and for

sure, we would also suggest: Things now

seem to be quite out of joint in a United

States which now has at its pinnacle of

power a Donald Trump who seems to know

more than enough as to how real gangsters

operate and sometimes thrive.

Indeed, there has now arisen a bounty of

evidence suggestive of the conclusion that,

Trump the business man has quite a large

and intense fascination with that criminal

underworld which –notwithstanding a myr-

iad of offences under-their-belts- still thrive

in the United States, in Europe and through-

out the world.

As we can report:---In his younger days,

Trump was mentored by Roy Cohn, a mob

lawyer, and he consorted with

criminals, notably convicted felon Felix

Sater.

Whenever the Trump administration

ends, we already have its shameful epitaph:

“Truth isn’t truth.”

And thus, we now all live in an era when

–as it were- truth itself is being stretched to

threads is as obvious as obvious could ever

be in this dread time where Donald John

Trump now holds sway [as president of the

United States of America.

Please note that: Trump’s record shows

[as David Cay Johnston] claims: “…repeat-

ed social and business dealings with mob-

sters, swindlers, and other crooks…” 

Cay also asserts:---“Trump’s career has

benefited from a decades-long and largely

successful effort to limit and deflect law

enforcement investigations into his deal-

ings with top mobsters, organized crime

associates, labour fixers, corrupt union

leaders, con artists and even a one-time

drug trafficker whom Trump retained as the

head of his personal helicopter service.”

This is absolutely unnerving, bearing in

mind as we do, all of that very real raw

power which inheres in the post of

Commander of the Armed forces of that

greatest and most powerful countries in

today’s word, namely the United States of

America.

What is as striking has to do with a

Trump whose core values now place him

high in the ranks of any number of master-

criminals, shysters and gangsters---men

and women of the twisted minds who crave

loyalty above honesty!

As former FBI Director, James Comey

once reported: “…My instincts told me that

the one-on-one setting, and the pretence

that this was our first discussion about my

position, meant the dinner was, at least in

part, an effort to have me ask for my job

and create some sort of patronage relation-

ship…”

An alarmed Comey went on to say: That

concerned me greatly, given the FBI’s tradi-

tionally independent status in the executive

branch. I replied that I loved my work and

intended to stay and serve out my ten-year

term as Director. And then, because the set-

up made me uneasy, I added that I was not

“reliable” in the way politicians use that

word, but he could always count on me to

tell him the truth.

And then, as we tune in more deeply,

Comey adds:---A few moments later, the

President said, “I need loyalty, I expect loy-

alty.” I didn’t move, speak, or change my

facial expression in any way during the

awkward silence that followed…”

There it goes: an episode of what Comey

describes as ‘the awkward silence’ and

when as the moment unfolded:--- We sim-

ply looked at each other in silence…”

As regards denouement, Comey indicat-

ed as follows:---The conversation then

moved on, but he returned to the subject

near the end of our dinner…”

In truth, whilst that dinner may have

ended on a very strange note, the fact

remains: Trump’s days are now numbered.

And thus, one way and one day –when-

ever- Trump’s political end will come; and

when it does, some around the world will

shout good-riddance and others will crow

their plethora of hallelujahs.
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