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GOV’T SEALS GRAND

LUCAYAN DEAL
he government

of the Bahamas

has made a $10

million deposit

for the pur-

chase of The  Grand

Lucayan Hotel in

Freeport, Grand Bahama.

Prime Minister, Dr.

Hubert Minnis made the

announcement   after he

and a delegation toured

property, yesterday.

The Prime Minister

told reporters the  deposit

for the purchase of the

65-million-dollar hotel

has already been made,

BY jaMeelha MISSIcK
Journal Staff Writer Pm addreSSIng hotel PurchaSe 

4 Prime Minister, Dr. the Hon. Hubert Minnis addressing the media at Grand
Lucayan resort in Grand Bahama on Wednesday, August 22, 2018 after a tour

of the property along with his Cabinet Ministers and other officials.  
(BIS Photos/Yontalay Bowe)g See SEAlS / page 3...

Three Arraigned On
Murder 

and Drug Charges

Twenty-year-old Donte

Riley of Margaret Avenue

and 31-year-old Anita

McDonald of Royalty

Estates appeared before

Chief Magistrate Joyanne

Ferguson Pratt yesterday

on  charges  of  murder and

attempted robbery.

According to reports, on

July 17th the duo robbed

Wesley Smith of $50 on

his property armed with an

offensive weapon.

Riley was also charged

with the robbery and mur-

der of Wilton Brown on

July 9th.        

Florida resident Tommy

Lee Williams was also

arraigned in court. 

The thirty-year-old

stood before Deputy Chief

Magistrate Soubusola

Swain on one count of

possession of dangerous

drugs with the intent to

supply, one count of con-

spiracy to possess danger-

ous drugs with the intent to

supply, one count of con-

spiracy to export danger-

ous drugs and one count of

taking preparatory steps to

export dangerous drugs. 

According to police

reports, while at the

Lynden Pindling

International Airport,

Williams was randomly

searched when Police dis-

covered an estimated 6.4

pounds of suspected

cocaine.

Police say when he was

asked  if the bag  contain-

ing the drugs belonged to

him, he responded, “yeah

that’s my bag, but I’m not

answering anything else.”

Williams pleaded guilty

to all charges and was sen-

tenced to 12 years in

prison.

BY BerthonY McDerMott
Journal Staff Writer

Gov’t Not
Equipped To

Reverse
Negative Rating

Deputy Leader of the

Democratic National

Alliance (DNA) Arinthia

Komolafe  says “in the

absence of an articulated

economic growth plan, a

robust national disaster

risk management frame-

work and demonstrated

commitment to fiscal pru-

dence, it is difficult to

envision how the current

administration will be able

to address the concerns

raised by Moody’s.”

She was reacting to  the

state of the economy after

the recent credit opinion

by Moodys last week.

Mrs Komolafe said that

the ratings highlight points

BY leah cooper
Journal Staff Writer

g See EqUIPPED / page 2...

Cooper Questions 
Gov’t On BTVI Tuition

Opposition Deputy

Leader, Chester Cooper,

has questions for the gov-

ernment on tuition at The

Bahamas Technical and

Vocational Institute.

In a statement yester-

day, Mr. Cooper said he

received numerous

reports accompanied with

receipts of Bahamians

being charged tuition fees

at BTVI.

In his budget commu-

nication, Prime Minister

Dr. Hubert Minnis stated

that tuition at BTVI

would be free this coming

BY Bj McDerMott
Journal Staff Writer

g See CooPER / page 3...

4 opposition Deputy leader, chester cooper

50 JITNEYS UPGRADED WITH WI-FI 

The Bahamas Unified Bus

Drivers Union found an inno-

vative solution to bridging the

digital divide between the

country and the twenty-first

century by equipping at least

50 public buses with free wi-

fi by the end of the week. 

Union President Frederick

Farrington  says the process

began this past Sunday. 

He said, “ instead of wait-

ing on the government, we’re

outfitting our buses with Wi-

Fi systems.

“The Bahamian public can

now sit in a public vehicle as

they enjoy their cell phones.

We really just want to put the

Bahamian people first,” he

said.

Mr. Farrington said this is

the first step in revamping the

bussing system in the capital.

The union is  also in dis-

cussion with  Adtech Global

Technologies to establish a

cashless payment system for

the industry.  

Mr. Farrington said, “how

we see it, we see it as three

parts that will be colour

coded. The various colour

codes will determine how

much the person will be

spending.”

He said yellow would

indicate a child’s fee of

fifty cents, green senior

citizens at the cost of a

dollar, and gold will be

for adults at $1.25.

This new technology

will allow drivers to track

cell phones in the event a

driver’s robbed.

The union wishes to

discuss this topic along

with several other con-

cerns with Transport

Minister Renward Wells. 

The  members say  they

reached out to him on

numerous occasions but

have not   received  a

response. 

BY leah cooper
Journal Staff Writer

TT
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New Managing Director of The

Bahamas Development Bank
The Ministry of Finance

congratulates Dave Smith

on his official appointment

as Managing Director of

The Bahamas Development

Bank (BDB), and joins the

Bank in celebrating its 40th

year anniversary. 

The Bank plays an impor-

tant role in the

Government’s concentrated

push to build a culture of

entrepreneurship and to

support small business. Mr

Smith has already com-

menced work to strengthen

the Bank’s relationship

with local, regional and

international partners, and

to promote the message of

empowering Bahamians for

business ownership. 

Managing Director Dave

Smith: “I look forward to

serving in this position and

continuing the planned

activities this year to com-

memorate the Bank’s 40

year anniversary. We will

forge ahead with executing

our strategic plan. At the

same time, we also look at

fulfilling the Government’s

mandate to examine some

of the legacy issues that

require focused attention

and reform. This will

include a few new initia-

tives we are exploring. As

we implement these vari-

ous activities we will cer-

tainly keep the public up to

date. 

“I also look forward to con-

tinuing the collaboration

with our many partners

such the Caribbean

Development Bank, vari-

ous government ministries

and industry associations to

execute the principal func-

tions of the Bank which are

to: promote industrial, agri-

cultural and commercial

development via financing

and investing in approved

enterprises; encourage citi-

zens of The Bahamas to

participate in business own-

ership, and promoting eco-

nomic development of The

Bahamas.

Mr Smith is a Certified

Public Accountant and

holds Bachelor’s and

Master’s Degrees in

Business Administration

from Taylor University,

Upland, Indiana. He is a

Fellow of The Bahamas

Institute of Financial

Services (FBIFS).

He has served in numerous

public service roles, such as

Deputy Chairman of the

National Insurance Board,

Director of Be Aliv

Limited, Chairman of

HoldingCo2015 Limited,

Director of the Public

Hospital Authority and as

Executive Vice President,

Treasurer and Lecturer at

the Bahamas Institute of

Financial Services.  He is

the former Executive

Director of the Securities

Commission of The

Bahamas (‘SCB') and has

over 30 years of experience

in financial services.

Throughout his career, Mr.

Smith has also held numer-

ous senior managerial posi-

tions with leading private

sector institutions such as

Credit Suisse, Royal Bank

of Canada, MeesPierson,

Lloyds TSB, Royal Bank of

Scotland and UBS

(Bahamas) Ltd. His profes-

sional experience also

includes his role as a found-

ing partner of dss360solu-

tions Ltd., a company spe-

cializing in compliance,

operations consulting and

other facilitation services. 

4 Dave Smith on his official appointment as Managing

Director of the Bahamas Development Bank (BDB)

Gov’t Not Equipped To
Reverse Negative Rating

that have repeatedly been

raised by the Bahamian

people to the current

administration.

She added, “ the

absence of these vital ele-

ments undermines the

ability of the Government

to reverse the negative

outlook, stave off any fur-

ther downgrades of our

sovereign rating or

improve our existing rat-

ing.”

Moody’s also raised

concerns over contingent

liabilities from state-

owned enterprises (SOE’s)

and the Bank of the

Bahamas (BOB).

Mrs. Komolafe said, “It

is common knowledge that

SOEs are being subsidized

by taxpayers to the tune of

approximately $400M

annually and the albatross

that is BOB has been a

drain on public finances

over the years. However,

there has been no concrete

or feasible plan produced

to decrease and ultimately

eliminate the amount of

public funds expended on

these ventures.”

She also described the

government’s response to

this issue as “patronizing,

weak, and grossly inade-

quate”.  

She said that the state-

ment failed to properly

address the points raised

and provide an action plan

for rectifying them. 

Additionally, she said it

failed to dispel the notion

that the government is not

equipped to formulate an

effective fiscal policy.

The DNA’s Deputy

Leader also said, that the

government has a larger

obligation to the Bahamian

people to properly and

competently manage the

economy as current and

future generations of

Bahamians will be impact-

ed by ill-advised decisions

or actions made with

regard to our economy.

gg continued from / PAGE 1...

GOT NEWS?
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GOV’T SEALS GRAND LUCAYAN DEAL

the agreement of sale

signed, and the government

hopes to complete the pur-

chase of the hotel within the

next 30 days. 

However, the Prime

Minister  said he wants to

send a strong message to his

cabinet  and  parliamentary

colleagues from Grand

Bahama, not to get any

ideas.

“We are holding the hotel

to preserve and protect the

economy of Grand

Bahama,” he said. 

“Once a sale is available,

this hotel goes as soon as

possible, we would like to

sell it. 

“I do not want my cabi-

net colleagues to come forth

with their list saying these

are my 10 constituents I

need hired, these are my 20,

it won’t happen. 

“So you’ve heard it from

the horse’s mouth, it won’t

happen. Don’t bring your

list. 

“If the manager accepts

the list, that manager will be

fired. So no list Kwasi, no

list Michael, we are not in

that business.

“But as the Memories

[hotel] is opened, you can

bring your list because then

you’ll need more staff.

“But your list should be

fair, your list should consist

of Bahamians,” he said.

When asked if he thought

the price tag was too much,

the Prime Minister said,

“when we’re talking about

the lives of an individual

and the economy of an

entire nation, I don’t think

you can put a cost on that. 

“You’re talking about

the demise of Grand

Bahama, you walk through

the market, you’ve seen

individuals were near

tears;  with the pain and

the suffering they’ve gone

through, and now how

happy they are that there’s

some form of hope coming

forth for them.”

The Prime Minister said

the government would like

to see Bahamians purchase

the hotel, reiterating the

fact that the government

does not intend to run the

hotel,  but to save the jobs

of the 400 hundred Grand

Bahamians who work

there. 

All information regard-

ing the deal, the Prime

Minister  said will be pre-

sented in a complete report

when parliament resumes.

cooper Questions Government on BtVI tuition

September to all who meet

the requirements. 

However, the require-

ments for this free tuition

have yet to be announced.

The Exuma and Ragged

Island MP said  surely, the

Prime Minister and

Minister of Education are

not referring to the "Be

Your Own Boss" scholar-

ship announced Tuesday.

The  scholarship, which

Mr. Cooper said apparent-

ly begins after BTVI’s

enrollment, caps the num-

ber of recipients at 1,000

and requires 85 per cent of

the scholarships to go peo-

ple 18-25 years old. 

The  Be  Your  Own

Boss scholarship also stip-

ulates that those over 25

will be considered on a

"case by case basis." 

Once the 1,000-person

limit is met, BTVI said,

those who did not receive

the scholarship "should

apply for the next academ-

ic year." 

Mr. Cooper  added that

if the scholarship

announced, is intended to

fulfill the promise of the

Minnis administration

regarding BTVI, it is a

gross betrayal of the

Bahamian people.

He said it is also dis-

criminatory and flies in

the face of the stated pur-

pose of empowering more

Bahamians and increasing

enrollment at BTVI. 

While many await clar-

ification on their "free

tuition," Mr. Cooper is

calling on the Minnis

administration to come

clean to the Bahamian

people.

gg continued from / PAGE 1...

gg continued from / PAGE 1...
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We Shall See

WOW!

Notwithstanding the current administra-

tion’s apparent conviction that it is distinc-

tively different from its nemeses in opposi-

tion [whether designated ‘official’ or not]

the fact remains that no day passes when it

does not seem as if the attentive public is

being regaled with efforts that seem to be

burdened  with certain stigmata usually

associated with failure of the highest order. 

This is so very sad, coming as all of this

unfolds on the tail-end of that glorious time

when Bahamians from Grand Bahama,

Abaco in the north, Mackey Street in the

centre and thence onward to Abraham’s

Bay and Inagua in the deep south were all

agreed that the People’s Time had arrived.

Sad to say, very many of these people are

now singing another tune.

And for sure, many of these people are

now having serious concerns with very

many of the initiatives now in train by the

Minnis administration.

Among these we find the so-called shan-

ty-town removal initiative.

Interestingly enough, the same Minnis

administration now finds itself stymied by

some of the self-same people they thought

they could help by tearing their homes

down; thus their recourse to the Courts for

much-needed relief.

As Rights Bahamas declares: “…These

people do not want to be forced to live

somewhere else, they do not want the

authorities to break up their close knit com-

munities, built over generations through

mutual help and support. They do not want

to be forced to live among strangers. And

no one, the government included, has the

right to arbitrarily force them to do so…”

We agree with Rights Bahamas!

No matter what any others might think or

say to the contrary, we concur with Rights

Bahamas when they say: “…That is a grave

violation of the most fundamental rights

enshrined in our constitution and no amount

of false rhetoric or fake compassion can

justify or excuse it…”

Time will tell how this sorry saga will

end.

And who knows, perhaps there might

well arise occasions when

One of the more interesting features

which now distinguishes the current admin-

istration from practically all of its predeces-

sors in office has to do with that extreme

extent to which they apparently believe

they can succeed where others have tried

and have failed.

And thus, we now have on our hands any

number of situations where no matter how

hard they try, they seem fated to fail; as per-

haps in the case of their so-called shanty-

town eradication initiative.

Time will tell!

As we suspect, there are other boondog-

gles now being hatched.

Here we reference some of their brave

words concerning power generation and

distribution, their brand-new administrative

team and like ka-boom—BPL melt down

accompanied by tortured explanations piled

upon even more of same!

And then, there was all of that brave talk

and chat concerning the alleged wrongful-

ness of the VAT levy and here of late, anoth-

er ka-boom moment as VAT+ is forced

down the throats of the poorest of the poor

in this country.

This list can go on and on; perhaps until

that time when the crows and the chickens

come in to roost – and when certain issues

involving the rights of human persons will

be dealt with comprehensively, carefully

and in a manner worthy of being described

and defined ‘COMPASSIONATE’.

This is surely not the case now!

The sum of the matter remains pre-

cisely as Rights Bahamas (RB) explains:

“There is no such thing as a ‘comprehen-

sive, careful and compassionate’ way to

forcibly evict someone from their home and

relocate them against their will.

“This is brute force and coercion, pure

and simple. The government can try to

sugar-coat this matter all it likes; it will not

change the fact that what they are seeking

to do constitutes a gross violation of peo-

ple’s fundamental human rights under the

constitution.

For the moment, whilst we must remain

–as it were- agnostic; we are confident that

truth is on the side of justice.

We shall see!

“…Because we are committed to social justice, we are removing shanty

towns, a long-standing problem successive governments failed to address

in a comprehensive manner… We have been careful to address this issue

in a comprehensive, careful, and compassionate manner…” 

The Hon. Rd. Hubert A. Minnis.

That the time is near

when, I am being  obliged to

face facts as they are and to

know that, man born of

woman is but of a few years;

this I feel in my now tired

bones; in my legs; in my

knees and for sure, by way of

eyes that no longer see as

they once did; and for also,

in loins which can barely

quiver---and clearly, too, I

know that there are people

around me- some of them

dear to me-and clearly, too-

there are some who are most

cherished by me- and yet, I

know that there are people

about me who could care less

whether I live or die---and

yet, the thought comforts me

that Life itself is Exit-- which

is to say that, it all ends with

a FULL STOP!

Yeah---Gadjammmmmit!

Like Martin Carter, I

swear:---I come from the

nigger yard of yesterday;

leaping from the oppressors'

hate---from the long days of

cruelty and the long nights of

pain down to the wide streets

of to-morrow, of the next

day; leaping I come, who

cannot see will hear.

And yet, Life goes on—

and Death –as I am poet-

promised-shall have no

dominion!

And so today, I do declare

that:---Unlike Dr. Minnis, I

did not grow up in any area

Over-The-Hill.  I grew up

Out-East in Freetown; and as

I did so, I was young, green

and at the same town quite

aware of what it also meant

to be black, male and bas-

tard, all rolled up in a tight

enough little knot; and too, in

time, I also learned that I

could one day do well for

myself if only I learned that

hard work never killed any-

body—and thus, as I grew in

both wisdom and stature, I

was able to learn that adults

could hurt children and even

then, I was able to tune into

wisdom-talk that counselled

as follows- Even though God

‘make –OGLY-—He still did

not like it---and thus, I

learned how to deal with

hurt, spite and pain.

These thoughts and mem-

ories now bubble to the sur-

face as I listen in on some of

the grand plans Dr. Minnis

and his new crew now have

for the so-called ‘revitaliza-

tion’ of communities Over-

The-Hill.

And as my mind turned in

this direction, I was minded

to note that, much of today’s

deeply challenged Nigger-

Yard Bahamas is now neck-

deep in squalor; thus the

mess in the Five-Pound-Lot

area; the mess in Englerston;

the mess Over-The-Hill and

all that other mess now

engulfing the vast majority

of those sordidly squalid

places where this land’s

hordes of Black men, women

and children now live, suffer

and die!

And thus, today’s lament

emanating –as it were – from

the bowels of yesterday’s

N a s s a u - G o n e - F u n k y

Bahamas

Truly, then:---These

memories and ruminations

on things as they are also

come mixed in with a pletho-

ra of sorrows as I wonder to

myself how it could arise

today that in areas heavily

populated by some of our

‘newest’ Bahamians –espe-

cially those very many indus-

trious so-called Haitian

Bahamians who now live all

over the hill; in Freetown; in

Congo Town; in Sandilands

Village; in Adelaide; in

Englerston and for that mat-

ter who also live in Pigeon

Pea and in the Mud and who

also live on Russel  Island;

throughout Exuma and with

that, who also live wherever

there is an honest penny to be

made or had.

This is precisely how it

now arises that I wonder why

Dr. Minnis and his crew are

not promising the rest of the

people in today’s People’s

Time era the same kind of

sweet-perky stuff they now

promise the supposedly

‘poor’ people living Over-

The-Hill – and thus Minnis

once crowed:--Tonight I only

give you the cake! Tomorrow

I give you the icing. Be

assured the icing is better

than the cake.  We want you

to have a better start so the

higher you start it’s easier for

you to now be a part of these

businesses that do not exist

now. It’s all for preparing

you for tomorrow. We don’t

want you to have only reme-

dial jobs.” Dr. Hubert A.

Minnis.

This deserves a gadjamm-

mmmmit and a wow!

For sure: If dirt-poor

Felix Bethel was to take Dr.

Minnis at his word I know

that this good brother would

now be about the business of

waiting and wanting to see

and hear when he and his ilk

would learn how and when

the Minnis regime would get

down to the really-really-

serious business of eliminat-

ing the use of outside toilets

and thence to their promise

of offering tax concessions to

businesses and residents liv-

ing Over-The-Hill.

Inquiring minds want to

have some ideas since- after

all- promises are but com-

forts to fools; and since, I do

verily believe in Dr. Minnis

and his sweetest of promises,

I am today quite afraid that

–in my case- it might well be

that:-There is no fool like an

old fool!

And now, I know that I

am old!

And then, there was

something to the effect that:-

--Dr. Minnis  was on the road

to getting  back to his roots -

--and thus and therewith to

promises and plans aimed at

making certain Over-The-

Hill constituencies free Wifi

areas; to create a food market

for native products in the

area; to construct a multi-

purpose community centre

that offers care for children,

the elderly and opportunities

for counselling to people of

all ages, to create an auto-

mechanic cluster that elimi-

nates roadside mechanics in

residential areas and to build

a sports complex with vol-

leyball, tennis, basketball

courts and a swimming pool,

among other things.

Surely, the end is near---

[as Martin Carter would

sagely advise]:---I tell you

and I tell no secret ----now is

the long past time for wor-

ship; long past time for

kneeling with clasped hands

at altars of poverty---How

are the mighty slain?  By this

hammer of my hand!  By this

anger in my life!  By this

new science of men alive

everywhere in this province!

Thus - are the mighty slain!

The Rough Cut
By Felix F. Bethel

“…nigger-yard blues…”
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