
traight out of

a movie –

Police in Grand

Bahama con-

firmed yester-

day that just

after 10:00am,

two people

entered John Bull’s Port

Lucaya location, smashed

the showcase glass and

grabbed several pieces of

expensive jewelry of an

undetermined amount. 

According to reports, the

perpetrators, were men

dressed as women.

Surveillance videos circu-

lating on social media, show

the men dressed in ripped

jeans, padded chests, hand-

bags, sunglasses and long

flowing dark colored wigs. 

The two men can be seen

on the purported surveillance

camera running through Port

Lucaya as they made  their

escape. 

One of the suspects can

even be seen trying to hold

on to the hair piece as he

took off. 

At last report, police had

very little details on jewelry

heist. However it is under-

stood that several Rolex

watches were stolen.

Police were however

appealing to anyone with

information that could assist

with them making an arrest

to give them a call. 

John Bull has been the 

BY JAMEELHA MISSICK
Journal Staff Writer
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PLP Astounded By AG’s
Decision

New CCJ President Returns Home Special Sitting  

The Caribbean Court of

Justice (CCJ) sat in

St.Vincent and the

Grenadines last Friday for

the first time in its 13-year

history. The Ceremonial

Sitting concluded the Court’s

inauguration activities for its

recently sworn- in President,

the Honourable Mr. Justice

Adrian Saunders. Hosted in

the House of Assembly,

Kingstown the sitting was

attended by various mem-

bers of local government

including Dr the Honourable

Ralph Gonsalves, Prime

Minister of St Vincent and

the Grenadines, Leader of

the Opposition Dr Godwin

Friday, Speaker of the House

of Assembly Mr Jomo

Thomas and Heads of

regional judiciaries, Court of

Appeal judges, diplomats

and numerous local attor-

neys. 

During his presentation,

the CCJ President explained

the decision to host the

Sitting in St. Vincent and the

Grenadines. He stated that it

resulted from a desire “to

provide an opportunity for

the people of St Vincent and

the Grenadines to see and

meet with the Judges of the

4 The  Chairman of the Progressive Liberal Party
Senator Fred Mitchell (Journal File Photo)

The  Chairman of the

Progressive Liberal Party

Senator Fred Mitchell says

the party is simply astound-

ed that the Government has

announced through its

Attorney General  that it has

decided to refer the matter of

the information alleged on a

social media voice note to

the Director of Public

Prosecutions. The Party was

HigH
Blood

Pressure
drug

reCalled

Officials clearing up some

recent misinformation

about valsartan, a drug

used to treat high blood

pressure.

Novartis (the original

manufacturer of valsartan)

issued a letter stating that

the recall did not affect all

brands of the drug.

In several countries

batches of Valsartan and

Valsartan HCT film-coated

tablets that do not meet

with international quality

standards have been

recalled.

The company said the

quality assessments con-

firmed impurities in some

batches of these products

manufactured by an exter-

nal supplier.

Novartis said it wishes

to emphasize that the

active ingredient detected

with the impurity is not

used in the manufacturing

process of Diovan,

Codiovan, Exforge,

Exforge HCT and Vymada,

and can confirm that none

of these batches have

been imported and/or dis-

tributed in the countries of

this region.

The company added

that the safety of their

patients is and will remain

their top priority. 

BY JAMEELHA MISSICK
Journal Staff Writer

K.B. Wants Commission of inquiry on Carnival

4 Bahamian Entertainer K.B (Kirkland Bodie) 
(Journal File Photo)

Bahamian Entertainer K.B

(Kirkland Bodie) says he is

still waiting for  the forensic

report to be tabled in the

House Of Assembly con-

cerning the  fiasco of a ‘car-

nival’ for the past three years

of 2015, 2016 and 2017. 

He said another year has

gone by and he is baffled that

“not one word is being said

in any quarters  about $30

million that was spent, wast-

ed or pocketed on the so-

called Bahamas Junkanoo

Carnival.” 

He is calling for a

g See k.B. WANTS / page 3...

g See CJJ PrESIdENT / page 3...

g See dECISION / page 3...g See rOBBErS / page 2...

4 Judges of the CCJ along with the Chief Justices of Jamaica and the Eastern Caribbean Supreme

Court during the Ceremonial Sitting held in St Vincent & the Grenadines in honour of the CCJ

President, a citizen of St Vincent and the Grenadines. Praised for his intellect and integrity, Mr. Justice

Saunders he was hailed by speakers as a mentor, friend, teacher. In his response, Mr. Justice Saunders

acknowledged the support he has received saying” Each has served to encourage and to inspire me; to

bring home to me that there are many who have invested their hopes and expectations in my success

and that of the CCJ. I will not disappoint you. We shall not disappoint you”
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WIG WEARING
ROBB E R S

target of a similar heist in

the past.  

On November 7, 2012,

Jonathan Armbrister, was

sentenced to 25 years

imprisonment.

This,  after a jury found

him guilty of conspiracy to

commit armed robbery for

the role he allegedly

played in the May 22 2011,

armed robbery of John

Bull’s flagship store on

Bay Street.

According to reports,

the perpetrators smashed

the store’s showcase with a

hammer and stole a num-

ber of Rolex watches. 

The hammer was left

behind at the scene.

However, the Court of

Appeal dismissed the con-

viction and sentence of

Armbrister in 2017, due to

“prejudicial evidence” pro-

duced during trial and the

judge’s permission of an

“unsafe” out-of-court

statement against the

appellant.

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...

GOVERNMENT
PUSHING 

ANTI-PLASTIC 
INITIATIVE

Minister of Environment and

Housing Romauld Ferreira

yesterday spoke of the need

to cease the use of plastic in

the country with a target date

set for some time in the year

2020.  

Mr. Ferreira told attendees

of a town meeting that it is

estimated by 2050 that there

will be more plastic in the

ocean than fish if the country

continues to use plastic and

Styrofoam products. 

He said, “Our government

has decided that this is the

best course of action. To pre-

vent plastic from entering the

ocean using a two prong

bifurcated approach.” 

The first on the list would

be to ban the use of plastic

and Styrofoam like take-out

food containers, for example. 

The second would be to

introduce generational

change to the way landfill is

operated in the country. 

The minister advised the

audience that this plastic ban

will be “the fight” for this

generation.

He also urged them to rise

to the occasion as this is “an

urgent and pressing situa-

tion”. 

Since the Plastic Ban 2020

initiative launched back in

April, the minister said that

his team has been working

with great care and persever-

ance having engagements

with the private sector.

He said that some of the

needs that they discovered

through their discussions

was the need for alternative

options concerning plastic

and Styrofoam products and

the need for financial incen-

tives. 

“Nothing in environment

works unless the money is

right. It is the economics

behind it. So, in order for

this plastic ban to work, we

understand that the econom-

ics has to be right.”, he said. 

He added, “On the other

hand, there are some things

that are bigger than eco-

nomics. Some issues are

larger or as large as life

itself and threaten our very

existence, and the time has

come for us to make that

decision on what is impor-

tant to us. “

He also urged the audi-

ence to think of the legacy

they wish to leave behind

for future generations, and

encouraged the country to

support and fully participate

in the initiative. 

BY LEAH COOPER
Journal Staff Writer
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PLP Astounded By AG’s Decision
responding to an article

in yesterday’s Tribune. 

“What a complete and

utter waste of police and

prosecution time.

“Not to mention the

fact that the Director of

Public Prosecutions is

supposed to be an inde-

pendent  creature.   We

look forward then to the

specific directions being

gazetted according to

the law that  the Free

National Movement  has

now passed and brought

into force,” said the

Senator in a press state-

ment.

The statement said,

“the problem for us is

that on what we see, no

offence is  disclosed.

This is a simple social

media, political war of

“you say and I say”.

That is now to be elevat-

ed to the use of  the

state 's  apparatus to

investigate some phan-

tom alleged criminal

behaviour. 

“We think the real

story here is the prose-

cutions that  were

unleashed on PLP MPs;

this is now victor ’s jus-

tice again.  

“This reference to the

DPP is  designed to

intimidate PLP partisans

in their  social  media

warfare against  FNM

trolls who continue to

defame the PLP and its

leaders.  It is shameful

and nakedly poli t ical .

Nothing more; nothing

less.

“If however, the FNM

persists in this folly, the

PLP has a litany of com-

plaints  against  FNM

trolls on line and  Save

The Bays, all engaged in

smear campaigns against

the PLP.  We recall that

in the case of Save The

Bays,  the FNM shut

down the investigation

into their  conduct and

funding.  We are pre-

pared to so inform the

Director  of  Public

Prosecutions as well

about our suspicions so

that there is balance in

his investigations,” said

Mr. Mitchell.

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...

CCJ. And, naturally, it gives

the Judges, only one of

whom is Vincentian, the

opportunity to experience the

flavour and nuances of the

rich diversity of the

Caribbean and SVG in par-

ticular.” 

In an afternoon in which,

speakers quoted various

regional musicians, poets,

eminent academics and

jurists; there were many who

both lauded the character,

temperament and integrity of

the CCJ’s third President and

who also called upon region-

al nations to complete the

circle of independence and

accede to the Appellate

Jurisdiction of the CCJ. 

In a stirring presentation,

Dr the Honourable Ralph

Gonsalves noted that “he

never thought he would see

the day that the Caribbean

Court of Justice sat in St

Vincent and the Grenadines.”

Defending the independence

of the CCJ, he dismissed the

notion that the Court is sus-

ceptible to political interfer-

ence, insisting that those

responsible for setting up the

Court made certain to put in

place features like the CCJ

Trust Fund and the Regional

Judicial and Legal Services

Commission (RJLSC) to

safeguard the Court’s inde-

pendence. Pledging to work

to make the CCJ the coun-

try’s final court of appeal, the

Prime Minister extended an

invitation to the Leader of

the Opposition to work

together to “strive for the

seemingly impossible.” 

The Honourable Mr.

Justice Bryan Sykes, Chief

Justice of Jamaica, acknowl-

edging the increased effi-

ciency of the Court in his

presentation, noted the

impact of the CCJ in the

region, not just because of its

judicial work but also

because of its championing

for increased access to jus-

tice for regional citizens. He

further stated that he and “all

the judges of Jamaica look

forward to the continued

growth and expansion of this

Court under the presidency

of Justice Saunders. We

pledge unreservedly, our sup-

port for the President and the

Court and will do all within

our power to continue to

make the case for this Court

to become our final appellate

court.” 

Echoing the sentiments of

the Prime Minister, Ms. Rene

Baptiste, President of the

Bar Association of St

Vincent and the Grenadines

also called for the Eastern

Caribbean state to make the

Caribbean Court of Justice

its final court of appeal as

she recalled the distin-

guished career of Mr.

Justice Saunders. 

In his response, Mr.

Justice Saunders stated “I

am extremely proud of this

Court. We have a fine com-

plement of judges. The

Court’s judgements can

withstand the closest

scrutiny. Indeed, our stake-

holders consistently credit

the Court with a high qual-

ity of reasoning in our

judgments. Our Court staff

are hard-working and effi-

cient. The Court has no

backlog. Our electronic fil-

ing system is the envy of

Courts in the Western

Hempishere.”

New CCJ President Returns 

Home Special Sitting 
gg Continued from / PAGE 1...

K.B. Wants Commission 

of inquiry on Carnival

Commission of Inquiry on

the matter.

Bodie said, “most of us

broke Bahamians cannot

fathom what a million dol-

lars is, so let’s make this as

simple as possible.  A mil-

lion dollars is a thousand,

thousand dollars, so going

forward let’s put this in per-

spective.  The Bahamas

Festival Committee spent

thirty million dollars,

plus, in three years of carni-

vals.  Everything I am say-

ing is what they have said in

the. news media, except I

am going to break it down

somewhat for those who

don’t understand the enter-

tainment business and I

welcome the Bahamas

Festival Committee to

refute my words.

“In the first Junkanoo

Carnival they paid Machel

Montano, One Hundred

Thousand Dollars, again,

these are their words.  They

said they paid Baha Men,

Sixty Thousand Dollars.

The Music Masters

Competition paid out a total

of Fifty Thousand Dollars,

each year, so for three years

that equals One Hundred

and Fifty Thousand

Dollars.  The following year

they paid Wyclef Jean and

Destra a total of One

Hundred Thousand Dollars,

again their words, so give or

take a few thousand dollars

here or there.  So far that’s a

total of only Four Hundred

and Ten Thousand Dollars.

“Artists like Tarrus Riley

made a few thousand dol-

lars, but no where in the

vicinity of what Machel, or

Wyclef received.  I’m not

sure of the T-Connection

Band’s salary, but they are

Bahamians, and we can

only guess how they fared,”

said the popular entertainer.

He said, “the final year of

Bahamas Junkanoo

Carnival (2017) was crip-

pled and the numbers were

even more dismal.  The rea-

son I have not brought up

the Bahamian entertainers is

because they were disre-

spected and paid “peanuts”

compared to the foreign

artists, throughout the three

years of Bahamas Junkanoo

Carnival.  That also

includes the few foreign

bands that were brought in

on the first year, they also

received chicken feed.  For

the three years of Bahamas

Junkanoo Carnival’s exis-

tence, with all of the artists

and entertainers put togeth-

er, foreign and local per-

formers, they were all paid

less than one million dol-

lars, in total.  I drew atten-

tion to the highly paid artists

to let the readers grasp

where the so-called lion

share of that money paid out

to the entertainers went.

“So my question is,

where is the other twenty-

nine million, plus, dollars?

Who and what was it spent

on?  I would give them the

benefit of the doubt and

even throw in an extra

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...
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Minnis asks Church to Help 

Build a Better Bahamas
Prime Minister, Dr. the Hon.

Hubert A. Minnis said that

his vision and mission is to

provide opportunities for

residents to experience a

better Bahamas.

He was addressing the

36th Annual Convention of

Calvary Deliverance Church

on Sunday, July 22, 2018.

The church celebrated

under the theme: “The Year

of New Beginnings,

Revelations, Declarations &

Manifestations – The Year

to Live and Not Die”.

The Prime Minister told

the church that its theme is

very timely as it evokes “the

God of new beginnings, the

God of rebirth and restora-

tion.”

“Dear Brothers and

Sisters, I ask for your

prayers and your help as we

work together to build a

country committed to a

greater Culture of Life, with

more hope and opportunity

for more of our people,” the

Prime Minister said.

He noted that the late

Pope John Paul II often

spoke about the Culture of

Life and the Culture of

Death.

“He spoke of the need for

the Church and the State to

collaborate in the promotion

of a Culture of Life, and to

work together to address the

attitudes and practices

which give rise to a Culture

of Death,” the Prime

Minister said.

According to the Prime

Minister, the dignity of

every human being, made in

the image and likeness of

God, must be a shared and

fundamental value for both

Church and State.

“When we defend or

uphold human dignity we

promote a Culture of Life.

We are all brothers and sis-

ters and equal in the sight of

Almighty God,” he said.

In this vein, he said that

the fight and struggle for

equality throughout history

is essential in promoting

and building a Culture of

Life. 

The Prime Minister also

shared his vision for and

mission for the country

which is “to promote a

greater Culture of Life by

greatly expanding access to

opportunity and hope for

more Bahamians.”

He added: “I want more

of our young people to real-

ize their dreams and to

develop their talents.”

According to the Prime

Minister, access to quality

education and training are

fundamental in building a

more prosperous and

g See MINNIS / page 8...
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The Inter-American Development Bank and

the World Bank currently consider violence

and insecurity to be the major obstacles to

development.

In health terms, intentional violence is the

first cause of death in many countries of the

region and it is estimated that there are 120

000 homicides a year.

In the year 2000, the Americas suffered the

loss or transference of 14.2% of gross nation-

al product (GNP) — US$ 168 billion —

because of violence. Moreover, 1.9% of GNP

is lost in human capital, an amount equivalent

to the region's total expenditures on primary

education.

Additionally, 30 to 60% of all emergency

visits to hospitals are due to violence. About

60% of all violent acts, whether murders, child

abuse, family abuse, assaults, or felonies, are

associated with the consumption of alcohol.

This is astounding.

And thus, let it also be known that Prime

Minister the Hon. Dr. Hubert A. Minnis has

declaimed as follows:---If it was up to him,

people convicted of murder would be hanged

without any remorse on his behalf.

The fact of the matter is that:--This bloody

matter is not up to him!

Thank God for all His comfort and all His

blessed assurances!

What is particularly salient in this regard

has to do with how obvious the dilemma

becomes when we allow ourselves non-key

entrance to that mad man’s land where

vengeance [and thus also vendetta] is the

order of the day.

Now let’s be clear:---As all right-thinking

Bahamians know so very well, matters ger-

mane to law and order, inclusive of criminal

wrong-doing, are subject to the ministrations

of the judiciary.

This is precisely why we are obliged to con-

clude that the prime minister’s recent glorifica-

tion of hanging is simply irrelevant from a legal

point of view.

In truth, whether the nation’s prime minister

wishes to have capital punishment revived is

in and of itself of little import to how we all go

about the business of staying alive in this

deeply challenged land.

But for sure, what is truly of some moment

has to do with a nagging suspicion that tells us

that this kind of talk and chat at this peculiar

junction has more to do with politics and some

of the games that some in our land now play.

For as much as we know or care to know, it

sure seems a most strange return to such bar-

baric kill or be killed rhetoric now riding high on

the hoof as more and more Bahamians wake

to the reality that they are cash-strapped; that

they are troubled by a spiralling crime-rate and

that, it sure seems as if murder is now the

crook’s favourite past-time.

But yet as The Inter-American

Development Bank and the World Bank have

so wisely advised:---When you think of vio-

lence and how to control it, often the first thing

that comes to mind is security; and thus our

prime minister’s bluster and fluster as regards

his deep approval of hanging---and thus this

life and death matter is relegated to the police

and the criminal justice system.

We should have none of this wicked

ideation; and instead, we should understand

that:---Violence has become a public health

issue.

Once we wrap our heads around this new

way of looking at the issue, we would come to

the realization that once put under the rubric of

public health we might yet help decrease

some of the more morbid expressions of vio-

lence committed at all levels of society, inclu-

sive of the havoc wreaked by so-called law-

enforcement officials.

Evidently:--- They who kill –under the

cover of state-granted authority- are as

guilty as hell when they [as the authority

that would deter killing] decide that they

would [in cold-blooded-calculation] kill peo-

ple who have killed people.

All that happens is this:---The bloody

beat continues as death rides high on the

hoof!

There must be a better way—and just

perhaps, that right way might be the one

which suggests that violence should be

treated for what it is---a canker on the soul

of a land and its people.

VIOLENCE AS CANKER

sHut-eye

A thriving Agricultural

Sector is key to the socio-eco-

nomic development of The

Bahamas.  After World War II,

commencing in the ‘50s, the

Bahamian economy was

transformed from a fishing vil-

lage-type economy dominated

by farming and fishing.

...............................................

THE MOdEL

By the late 60s, the

Stafford Sands model of

tourism and financial services

converted the Bahamian

economy to the most dynamic

in the region, causing other

Caribbean countries to dupli-

cate the model.  This resulted

firstly in The Bahamas and the

Caribbean becoming the num-

ber one cruise destination in

the world as well as one of the

major offshore banking cen-

tres in the world.  This model

carried The Bahamas for virtu-

ally all of the second half of

the 20th Century and created

a new Bahamas.

...............................................

ECONOMIC SHOCkS

Since the year 2000, The

Bahamian economy has been

in a state of decline stemming

from economic shocks – some

global – others induced by

acts of God due to the location

of The Bahamas in the hurri-

cane belt.

In 2001, there was the 9/11

incident in the United States

where terrorists bombed the

Twin Towers in New York City

and the Pentagon Building in

Washington, D.C.  This inci-

dent brought economic activi-

ty to a halt and negatively

impacted our tourism and the

movement of goods, specifi-

cally food stuffs, throughout

the Caribbean region.

Blacklisting episodes by

the OECD and EU countries

respectively, were launched at

the Financial Services Sector

in the 1990s and again in

2017.  Both episodes have

weakened this sector, causing

serious contraction in its eco-

nomic growth and develop-

ment.

Then there was the global

economic meltdown in

2007/2008.  This meltdown

ushered in the greatest global

economic recession since the

Great Depression of the

1930s.

Climate change has

wreaked serious infrastructur-

al damage to Grand Bahama,

North Andros, southwestern

New Providence and on

Family Islands like Long

Island, Ragged Island,

Crooked Island and Acklins,

causing Bahamian govern-

ments to spend hundreds of

millions of dollars in hurricane

relief measures apart from the

economic disruption of the

Tourism Sector.

The Bahamas is at a point

where it is facing unprece-

dented levels of unemploy-

ment in Nassau and Freeport,

specifically in certain demo-

graphic groupings like youth.

...............................................

NEW rEALITIES

The second half of the 20th

Century was perhaps the peri-

od when there was the most

prolific growth in the history of

The Bahamas.  The 21st

Century calls for a paradigm

shift from that of the 20th

Century because the 21st

Century has brought with it

new realities.

Some of the new realities

are firstly, the emergence of

China as a global economic

power with the second largest

economy in the world.  Only

the American economy is larg-

er.

China has displayed

expansionist policies, specifi-

cally in the area of economic

development in Third World

countries like The Bahamas.

The biggest foreign direct

investor in The Bahamas

today are the Chinese.

The second reality is the

apparent policy of the OECD

and EU to eliminate off-shore

banking jurisdictions, so the

financial services sector which

is oriented to wealth manage-

ment are in jeopardy.  The

Bahamas is one such jurisdic-

tion.

Thirdly, there is an anti-

immigration attitude globally,

particularly in the United

States and Europe.

Developed countries are

attracting skilled professional

like our nurses and University

of The Bahamas graduates,

not the unskilled.  Bahamians

are also developing a xeno-

phobic behaviour towards ille-

gal immigrants from Haiti.

Fourthly, President Trump

has changed the image of

America.  Many believe that

America has lost its moral

authority to lead the free world

in areas where American val-

ues were touted as examples

to the world.  Today, America,

under the President Trump,

has an image problem.

Fifthly, The Bahamas,

according to the government’s

timetable, will join the World

Trade Organization (WTO) by

the end of 2019.  This would

call for The Bahamas to par-

ticipate in the global economy

and adhere to WTO rules and

regulations.  One of the cor-

nerstones of the WTO policy

is trade liberalization which

calls for the elimination of

excise duties.  This will

require a steep adjustment for

a country whose main source

of revenue was customs

duties, thereby requiring the

development and implementa-

tion of new revenue sources.

VAT is the first initiative to off-

set customs duties reduction.

The sixth reality is to devel-

op a more diversified econo-

my and one which engages in

global trade.  This is The

Bahamas’ challenge in the

21st Century.

...............................................

COST OF LIVING

The Minnis Administration

has highlighted the impor-

tance of Pindling’s policy on

the introduction of bread bas-

ket items during the period of

Price Control.

Price Control was the

mechanism which was used

to make food affordable for

the low-income socio-eco-

nomic segment of our popula-

tion.  The duty reduction poli-

cy of the Ingraham

Administration put food in the

hands of the importers rather

than farmers and agribusi-

nesses.  Food imports sky-

rocketed to excess of a billion

dollars and became unafford-

able to that socio-economic

segment for whom bread bas-

ket items were established.

This policy also resulted in the

destruction of the Agricultural

Sector and ushered in the era

of non-communicable dis-

eases which are the basis for

the huge health bill that The

Bahamas is grappling with

because nutritious food is

unaffordable.  The Bahamas

has the highest health care

costs in the region because

food is unaffordable, and

Bahamians are eating non-

nutritious processed foods of

high sugar and salt content.

...............................................

17 SUSTAINABLE 

dEVELOPMENT GOALS

The Bahamas as a mem-

ber of the United Nations, has

signed on to the 17

Sustainable Development

Goals of which Goal Number

Two is to end hunger.  Food is

a right, so countries are

obliged to provide their citi-

zens with healthy and nutri-

tious foods.  Food and

Nutrition Security should be a

fundamental ingredient in the

national policy agenda of any

country.

The Christie Administration

recognized this responsibility,

hence the establishment of

The Bahamas Agriculture and

Marine Science Institute

(BAMSI).  This was the com-

mencement of one of the

transformation initiatives to

face the new realities of the

21st Century and address one

of the main challenges of food

production.

A constraint to the utiliza-

tion of Agriculture as one of

the tools of diversification is

the inability to transform food

production into an attractive,

modern and sustainable liveli-

hood.  There is the need to

sensitize our people to initia-

tives in technology and the

sharing of actionable knowl-

edge.  Steps should be taken

to advance food and nutrition

security, prosperity, climate

resilience, youth employment

and gender equality.  This is

the new mantra to propel any

Agricultural Sector in the 21st

Century.  The Bahamas

should follow the  norm.

Eneas Files
By Godfrey Eneas

The Economic Challenge
of The 21st Century For

The Bahamas:  
What Is It?

Section A_Section A Tues  7/24/2018  12:57 AM  Page 5



a6 The Bahama Journal

Tuesday - July 24th, 2018 nationalneWs

Section A_Section A Tues  7/24/2018  12:58 AM  Page 6



a7The Bahama Journal

Tuesday - July 24th, 2018nationalneWs

sPotligHt on 

Bain grants toWn

THUrSAYS 7:30 P.M.

SATUrdAYS 9:00 A.M.

LOVE 97

Host; rev. dr. C. B. moss
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DON’T MISS IT

K.B. Wants Commission of 

inquiry on Carnival

million on entertainment, so like I said before,

you can take away a thousand here, and give a

few hundred there, but the numbers don’t add

up.  

“A million dollars is a lot of money, in fact,

at the press conference for this year’s 2018

privatized carnival organizers said they could

pull off their event at a cost of Eight Hundred

and Fifty Thousand Dollars, that was also in

the news media reports.  What do these guys

know that the Bahamas Festival Committee

did not know?  And who will be held to

account for wasting our monies?  The Cabinet

of the Bahamas at the time approved the mil-

lions of dollars that were released to someone

or some group.

“  Answers need to be given. The Bahamas

Treasury needs to be reimbursed for the peo-

ple’s funds that were wasted on the Bahamas

Junkanoo Carnival event.  Some folks need to

be held to account.  This could be easily fixed

if only we have the will to do so.  The

Bahamas Festival Committee, or the Cabinet

of the Bahamas, only has to bring forth the

receipts and records from those past three car-

nival events and show us the proof,” says K.B.

gg Continued from / PAGE 3...
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Minnis asks Church to Help 

Build a Better Bahamas

productive, and a fairer and

more just society.

Toward this end, begin-

ning in September, those

young people who meet the

necessary qualifications will

be able to attend BTVI for

free, he said. In addition,

beginning next year

September, those young

Bahamians who meet the

necessary qualifications will

be able to attend the

University of The Bahamas

tuition-free.

“This is a revolution in

education in The Bahamas,”

he said. “Indeed, it is one of

the biggest advancements in

education in our history.” 

Another dream for many

Bahamians is to own their

own home, the Prime

Minister said, adding that,

“We promote the Culture of

Life when we help to

improve family life.”

Scores of qualifying

Bahamians will be able to

purchase fully serviced-lots

from the Government at

extremely reduced rates. In

some cases, the lots will be

sold at a value 70 per cent

less than market value. The

lots will already include the

infrastructure to start con-

struction, including electric-

ity, water and paved road-

ways.

In the area of crime, the

Prime Minister said particu-

larly violent crimes and

gang violence need to be

addressed. These, he added,

help to fuel a Culture of

Death.

Last year, the Citizen

Security and Justice

Program was launched,

which is specifically

designed to help reduce

crime.

“We want to give hun-

dreds of young people the

opportunity to help build a

Culture of Life instead of

being involved in behav-

iours which often lead to

early deaths,” the Prime

Minister said. 

He also noted that the

O v e r - t h e - H i l l

Redevelopment Project and

the Economic

Empowerment Zones Bill

seeks to help reduce poverty

and provide opportunity for

more Bahamians. 

4 Prime Minister, Dr. the Hon. Hubert A. Minnis brings remarks at Calvary Deliverance
36th Annual Convention.  (BiS photo/Yontalay Bowe) 
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