
a l l  t h e  n e W S  y O u  n e e d  t O  r e a d  i n  t h e  M O r n i n G

Friday - July 27th, 2018vOl. 30 - nO. 189 75 centS

Shop at Standard 
ServiCeS where you 

could get 20% off 
Houseware, linen, 

lamps and draperies.
and much, much more

Shirley & Church Street 
Phone: 322-4635

Standard
ServiceS 

SupplieS ltd.

DEAN &  ASSOCIATES PROFESSIONAL
INSURANCE AGENTS & BROKERS

“Meeting Your Needs Efficiently and Professionally”

BuiLdinGs (coMMerciaL & residentiaL)

LiFe - GrouP - MedicaL - 

annuities - LiaBiLitY - Marine - 

hoMeoWners - auto

tel: (242)-356-0986 Fax: (242)-356-0987

deal’s Plaza, Mackey street

P.o. Box cB-13952 nassau, Bahamas

8:30am - 4:30pm

Gov’t  Accused of 

Hurting The Poor 
r o g r e s s i v e

Liberal Party

(PLP) Leader,

Philip Davis,

says that if

passed as is,

the Economic

Empowerment Zone Bill

2018, will only create over-

lapping of procedures of

administrative arrange-

ments.

The opposition has

advanced the  argument that

the Minnis administration is

no friend of the poor and that

it is  using provisions of the

Economic Empowerment

Bill as proof.

Wrapping up the

Opposition’s contribution in

the House of Assembly yes-

terday, Mr. Davis,  scolded

the government for bringing

a bill his party believes only

uplifts the rich at the

expense of the poor. 

“This bill, this frame-

work, is guaranteed to

increase property values,

increase rent, lead to higher

business profitability.

“In short this does not

benefit the vulnerable, this

hurts the poor.

“This displacement policy

will favour one side, creat-

ing concessions and loop-

holes promoting gentrifica-

tion,” he said.

BY JAMeeLhA MISSIcK
Journal Staff Writer

$20 MILLIoN
GoV’t  Gets 

IDB Loan For 
training

The government yesterday

entered into a $20million

dollar loan agreement with

the Inter-American

Development Bank (IDB),

for the Skills for Current and

Future jobs in The Bahamas

initiative.

The initiative is an overall

investment of $50million,

where the other $30 million

BY JAMeeLhA MISSIcK
Journal Staff Writer

4 Progressive Liberal Party (PLP) Leader, Philip Davis
(Jounal file photo)

CoNCh PoIsoNING
VICtIMs INCReasING

Conch poisoning cases are becoming

increasingly harder to treat,  according to

Health Minister Dr. Duane Sands.  He

confirmed that there are now 27 con-

firmed cases of the illness.

In addition,  there are 22 cases await-

ing lab results.  Among those now suffer-

ing from the illness are tourists.

“Cases from the early part of this out-

break were relatively sensitive to a whole

number of antibiotics that can be taken

by mouth. 

“We have seen increasing numbers of

resistant vibrio parahaemolyticus that are

not sensitive to the usual antibiotics.

What that means is that those persons are

harder to treat and their syndromes are

more severe,” Dr. Sands said.

The increase has again found the

Minister reiterating the advice he has

shared from day one - and that is for ven-

dors to thoroughly wash the conch in

BY BerthonY McDerMott
Journal Staff Writer

PM Reveals Plans for New Gov’t Building
Prime Minister Dr. Hubert

Minnis  has confirmed a

major project to transform

the Southern Recreation

Grounds  and surrounding

areas.

Additionally, he added

that contracts are being

issued and ground will

soon be broken on two of

the smaller parks, which

are Father Marcian Peters

Park and McPherson Park.

The Prime Minister said

the tender has been closed

on the bids for the

Southern Recreation

Grounds and that in short

order construction will

begin.

“I will soon advise the

public on a project to con-

struct government offices

on Market Street. These

new buildings will accom-

modate three government

ministries, private sector

office spaces and other

facilities. This project will

be exhausted by the pri-

vate sector,” Dr. Minnis

said.

Approximately  the

government spends $50

million   annually renting

property for government

departments like the pass-

port office, the Ministry

of Foreign Affairs and the

Ministry of Immigration. 

These new buildings

will accommodate private

offices as well as it will

complement work of the

over the hill initiative,

providing additional

employment in the area.

He said, “It will com-

plement the work of the

Over-the-Hill initiative,

spurring additional eco-

nomic activity and provid-

ing additional employ-

ment in this community

during construction and

for ongoing mainte-

nance.”

“In  time we hope to

build a Native Food

Market Over-the- Hill. A

Native Food Market will

feature Bahamian archi-

tecture and art. It will be a

major economic empow-

erment project and revi-

talization project.”

“Such a Native Food

Market will welcome

scores of Bahamians and

tourists and provide busi-

ness opportunities for

many Bahamians to sell

their goods and products.”

The market will have a

variety of foods and prod-

ucts for sale from ice

cream to potato and cassa-

va bread, tamarind sauce,

and other Bahamians

treats.  

BY BerthonY McDerMott
Journal Staff Writer

Construction

Industry

Facing Many

Challenges

Minister of Public Works,

the Hon. Desmond

Bannister told contractors

in Grand Bahama that the

construction industry is fac-

ing many challenges.

He said the two most

pressing of those challenges

are the commencement of

the enforcement of the

Construction Contractor’s

Act and the issue of E-pro-

curement, a new procedure

recently launched by the

Ministry of Finance.

“Getting a contract from

the Government is not going

to be an automatic thing,”

said Minister Bannister.

“There are certain proce-

dures that are being put in

place and which will have to

be followed.

“Those Contractors who

decided not to show up to

this seminar, will miss out

on some very important

information which will be

needed as we move for-

ward,” said Minister

Bannister.

The Minister officially

opened the Contractor’s

Seminar, on Thursday, July

26, 2018, at the Church of

the Ascension Hall. The

event was held by the

Ministry of Public Works

g See accused / page 2...
g See construction / page 8...

4 Progressive Liberal Party (PLP)

Deputy, Chester Cooper
(Jounal file photo)

PP

g See Gov’t / page 3...

g See conch / page 2...
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Gov’t  Accused of 

Hurting The Poor 
Mr. Davis added that what

the bill hopes to achieve is

already incorporated in other

pieces of legislation, in poli-

cies and programmes like

Urban Renewal and in agen-

cies like the Ministry of

Works, the Department of

Environmental Health, the

Real Property Act and in

Customs regulations.

PLP Deputy, Chester

Cooper, in his contribution to

the debate expressed doubt

that the proposed legislation

will work as structured.

In fact, he charged that it’s

not particularly well thought

out in terms of the needs of

the impacted communities

and that he doesn’t believe

for a second that it’s about

helping the poor, but rather

the ones to benefit are the

rich.

“The rich people own the

land, not the poor people.

The rich people who don’t

live Over-the-Hill are the

ones who own the buildings

and apartment complexes,

not the poor in mass,” he

said.

“The rich people are land-

lords – they collect rent, the

poor people Over-the-Hill

pay rent. This is pretty sim-

ple stuff.

“The poor people don’t,

by and large, own these prop-

erties which the incentives

are supposed to help.

“Secondly,  my research

tells me, that many of the

businesses in these areas are

owned by Chinese and other

foreigners, and I have no

issue with Chinese or other

foreigners, but I make the

point, that it’s not the poor

Bahamian people who are

going to be advantaged by

this bill, the people you say

you care for,” said the MP for

Exuma and Ragged Island.

Pointing to what he called

gaping flaws, house mem-

bers heard how the bill fails

to specify which Minister the

waiver of customs, excise

taxes, real property taxes and

business license fees will fall

under.

He also took issue with

the penalty that companies

would only pay a fine if the

law is  broken,  but individ-

uals get sent to prison; that

no regulations were laid or

established prior to the

debate, there’s no direct

indication of exactly where

the zones are and that the

provision that the compa-

ny’s duty free vehicle be

used for activities of the

zone is simply impossible

to enforce.

Mr. Cooper said, “It

would appear to be very

difficult to monitor the

menu of concessions to

ensure that non-eligible

entities and individuals are

not benefitting. 

“More thorough analyti-

cal work should have

come before this legisla-

tion, if only to determine

whether or not it was eco-

nomically feasible to pro-

ceed in this way at this

time.

“As a rule, re-urbaniza-

tion tends to favor -the

“haves” over the “have-

nots” at the end of the day.

“And that is the crux of

my concern at the end of

this all. That at the end of

this exercise, those who

will have, will have more,

and those who have next

to nothing perhaps will

have even less,” Mr.

Cooper said.

Despite the issues and

concerns seemingly plagu-

ing the bill, Golden Isles

MP, Vaughn Miller said

he’s sufficiently satisfied

it has the potential to

impact and bring social

and economic restoration

and rejuvenation to

depressed and challenged

heritage areas.

However, he made an

appeal for the oldest of the

heritage villages on New

Providence, Adelaide, to

be added to the list of

communities for the eco-

nomic empowerment zone.

gg continued from / PAGE 1...

CoNCh PoIsoNING VICtIMs INCReasING

fresh water. 

Dr. Sands said, “there will

be inspection teams verifying

that people are actually fol-

lowing the recommended

approach to conch prepara-

tion. 

“The legislation allows for

the various government

agencies to shut down any

persons who do not comply

with the requirements of the

law.”

While conch poisoning

cases predominately stem

from Potter’s Cay, there are

other venues as well.

The Minister said, “we

can now confirm that the

vibro cases have been pri-

marily at Potter’s Cay. As

we get additional informa-

tion then we will advise the

public,” the health minister

said. 

Dr. Sands further advises

the public that if they con-

sume conch from  places

that do not use fresh water,

then they will be doing so at

their own risk.

Minister  of Marine

Resources Michael Pintard

said that the Ministry of

Environment does regular

inspections of these areas to

ensure that these stalls are

up to code.

His  Ministry also has

persons stationed at these

locations that sell raw conch

cuisines.

Proprietors and landlords

are reminded of their

responsibility to provide

access to running water in

restaurants and food prepa-

ration establishments.

gg continued from / PAGE 1...
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is financed by the govern-

ment, according to Chief

of Operations, Michael

Nelson. 

“This programme is a

result of significant part-

nership work between the

IDB and the government of

The Bahamas over the past

decade,” he said.

“This  includes the IDB-

Financed, Wage, and

Productivity Survey which

was a survey of some

2,378 Bahamian firms

which concluded that

among the difficulties was

finding the right skill set

within the labour market,

specifically with relation to

job skills as well as appli-

cants lack of experience,

and lack of soft skills.

“As such, there has been

some challenge in improv-

ing labour productivity in

the country.”

Minister of Finance,

Deputy Prime Minister, K.

Peter Turnquest said that

the overall objective of the

loan project aims to

increase employability and

improve access to quality

jobs for Bahamians ages

16-40, especially in areas

such as maritime, medical

services, information tech-

nology and telecommuni-

cations, targeted at the

unemployed and school

leavers.

According to the DPM

there are three components

funded through the loan

agreement. 

“The Apprenticeship

component is expected

to, among other things,

expand the ongoing

National Training

Agency (NTA) pre-

apprenticeship initiative

to include an additional

1,100 participants.

“Furthermore, there

will be a new training

programme for advanced

participants.

“The number of per-

sons expected to be

recruited for the

advanced one year pro-

gramme is 1,350. All per-

sons selected to this pro-

gramme will receive a

stipend. 

“I note that stringent

measures will be under-

taken to ensure that

resources are disbursed

in accordance with pre-

scribed policies. 

“Moreover, requisite

evaluations will be

undertaken to determine

whether this initiative is

progressing satisfactorily

to achieve its stated

objective,” said Mr.

Turnquest.

Labour Minister,

Senator Dion Foulkes

said the programme

looks to ease the short-

age of trained Bahamians

in specific skills. 

“What this programme

is going to do, and we

know it’s going to be

successful, we are going

to train Bahamian men

and women, in the skills

that are currently

demanded by the market.

“Our curricula in most

of our institutions is out-

dated and going back in

the 70’s and 80’s,” he

said.

“This programme is a

modern skills and

apprenticeship pro-

gramme and we are

going to target certain

areas especially ICT

skills and some hard

skills also.

“The idea is as the

economy grows, we want

Bahamians to take

advantage of the oppor-

tunities here,” said Mr.

Foulkes.

As  for the difference

between this programme

and that of the National

Training Agency’s soft

skills programme intro-

duced by the Christie

administration, the DPM

said the programme is

simply an add on target-

ed at more specific hard-

core technical and voca-

tional skills.

The  payment period

attached to the loan is 25

years, with an interest

rate subject to libor and

currently stands at 3.06

per cent.

$20 MILLIoN
Gov’T  GeTs 

IDB Loan For Training
gg Continued from / PAGE 1...

Construction at A. F. Adderley

School Expected to End in

Time for School Re-opening
Construction of 25 class-

rooms and a new adminis-

tration wing at A.F.

Adderley Junior High

School are “progressing

steadily” and expected to

be finished in time for

September, a few months

ahead of the projected

date.

Tim Johnson,

chief architect, Ministry of

Public Works, said the $14

million project began in

January 2017 and has a

completion date of

November 2018.

“The contractor is

pushing for September,”

said Mr. Johnson. “If we

keep at the pace we are

going, we probably can [be

finished].”

The scope of

works also includes a new

computer room, staff

lounge, lunch pavilion,

additional parking lot

spaces and a connection of

the new facility to the old

facility.

“The contractor is

working on linking the two

administration wings

together. All the class-

rooms are basically com-

plete; the building is

almost complete.”

Mr. Johnson reported that

once construction is fin-

ished, the portion of the

school’s population that

operates from Workers

House on Tonique

W i l l i a m s - D a r l i n g

Highway can return to the

main campus.  

Ranmar Precision

Development has the con-

tract to carry out the work

to the school.

A.F. Adderley has

a population of approxi-

mately 800 students.

4 Pictured from left: Marlon Johnson, Financial Secretary, Ministry of Finance; Cecilia
Strachan, Permanent Secretary, Department of Labour; the Hon. Dion Foulkes,

Minister of Labour; the Hon. K. Peter Turnquest, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
of Finance; Michael Nelson, IDB Acting Country Representative and Timyka Davis,

IDB Labour Market Specialist.  (Photo courtesy of the Ministry of Finance)
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As you plant, so shall you reap!

For quite a while now, we have looked

on in rapt amazement at the extent to

which outrage-at-Trump has become a

media staple not only in the United States,

but also throughout the world.

Evidently, those Americans who would

today join their voices to those secreted in

the ranks of this or that cacophonous

claque would be well-advised to think a tad

more deeply about their country’s long

experience with destabilizing any and all

regimes they see fit for that drastic treat-

ment.

As the historical record would show: ----

United States involvement in regime

change has entailed both overt and covert

actions aimed at altering, replacing, or pre-

serving foreign governments. In the latter

half of the 19th century, the US govern-

ment undertook regime change actions

mainly in Latin America and the southwest

Pacific, and included the

Mexican–American, Spanish–American

and Philippine–American wars. At the

onset of the 20th century the United States

shaped or installed friendly governments in

many countries including Panama,

Honduras, Nicaragua, Mexico, Haiti, and

the Dominican Republic. 

That history unearthed would also

show: ---

In the aftermath of World War II, the US

government expanded the geographic

scope of its regime change actions, as the

country struggled with the Soviet Union for

global leadership and influence within the

context of the Cold War. Significant opera-

tions included the US and UK-orchestrated

1953 Iranian coup d'état, the 1961 Bay of

Pigs Invasion targeting Cuba, and support

for the Argentinian Dirty War, in addition to

the US's traditional area of operations,

Central America and the Caribbean.

Tellingly, history examined would show

that:---The US has interfered in the nation-

al elections of many countries, including in

Japan in the 1950s and 1960s to keep its

preferred center-right Liberal Democratic

Party in power… using secret funds, in the

Philippines to orchestrate the campaign of

Ramon Magsaysay for president in 1953,

and in Lebanon to help Christian parties in

the 1957 elections using secret cash infu-

sions. 

The US has executed at least 81 overt

and covert known interventions in foreign

elections during the period 1946–2000. 

Of some note is this clarification:---Also

after World War II, the United States in

1945 ratified the UN Charter, the preemi-

nent international law document, which

legally bound the US government to the

Charter's provisions, including Article 2(4),

which prohibits the threat or use of force in

international relations, except in very limit-

ed circumstances. 

Therefore, any legal claim advanced

to justify regime change by a foreign

power carries a particularly heavy bur-

den. 

And then, we have this short note:---

Following the dissolution of the Soviet

Union, the United States has led or sup-

ported wars to determine the gover-

nance of a number of countries. 

Stated US aims in these conflicts

have included fighting the War on Terror

as in the 2001 Afghan war, or removing

dictatorial and hostile regimes in the

2003 Iraq War and 2011 military inter-

vention in Libya. 

In sum, then, this information and

more like this should serve [as the evi-

dence abundantly corroborates] as food

for thought!

In truth and in fact then:---The day

will come –whether sooner or later—

when Donald John Trump’s presidential

stint will [one way or the other] end.

For many, this is taking far too long!

What intrigues us has to do with how

time and circumstance can and does

catch up with people and their national

constructions.

Put simply:---We believe that some of

troubles America is now having with

Donald John Trump are rooted not only

in the idiosyncrasies brought to the fore

by this unlikeliest of U.S.  presidents,

but also by deeper forces and events

which find their fundaments and ground

in that great country’s actions and

behaviours around the world.
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Food For

ThoughT

The 2018 series salutes

fashion mogul Peter

Nygard’s Golden Jubilee

detailing his rags to riches

story and incredible busi-

ness success over these past

fifty years. The Clifton

Review will take an inside

look at how he did it.

Does it really make a

difference if you follow

certain business princi-

ples for making your

business successful?

Can’t you just do what

you think makes sense?

Yes and no. You can

always do what you want

in business and what makes sense to

you for your business, but why not

consider following proven business

principles that have helped others

become extremely profitable?

Before we look at the business prin-

ciples that contributed to the success

of fashion mogul Peter Nygard, we

need to understand why it matters. 

If you are embarking on a trip, you

have to plan ahead. Not only do you

usually plan how to get there but you

try and figure out the best way to get

there. Practicing specific business

principles or implementing business

strategies is like deciding the best way

to get to your destination.

George N. Root III, writer for

chron.com (the popular Houston

Chronicle online news website) small

business arm, explains what that

means. 

His article “The Importance of

Business Strategies” states: “A busi-

ness strategy is a definition of the tac-

tics and methods you will use to man-

age your business, according to the

online business resource More

Business. It is important to have effi-

cient and effective business strategies

in place.”

According to Root, there are several

key areas in which having sound busi-

ness strategy makes sense. They are

good examples of how business strate-

gies can make a difference in your

business:

Customer Retention

One of the quickest ways to lose cus-

tomers is to not have an effective busi-

ness strategy in place for customer

service, according to More Business.

Develop a program for following up on

customers, and for staying in touch

with repeat customers to make sure

your products are working properly.

Resources

According to the online educational

resource Quick MBA, a good busi-

ness strategy can assure that compa-

ny resources are used efficiently.

Examples of company resources

include personnel, reputation in the

marketplace, customer base, compa-

ny patents, manufacturing processes

and logistics resources such as ware-

houses and shipping partners. 

Create business strategies that utilize

all of your company resources to help

give your company a competitive

advantage over the competition,

develop new products that maintain

or increase your market share in the

industry and give you proprietary

control over advancing technology in

your industry. An inefficient use of

company resources can cost the com-

pany money, lose customers and

reduce market share.

Company Expansion

Entrepreneurial resource Gaebler sug-

gests that part of a good business

strategy is the ability to explore busi-

ness opportunities outside of your

standard business practice to help

inspire company expansion….

Expansion is one of the important

ways that a company maintains its

competitive edge.

These examples show how strate-

gies can impact a business and the

areas of the business they can

enhance.

In our spotlight on the business suc-

cess of Peter Nygard, we will review

specific business principles that he

followed and see how we can adapt

those for other businesses. 

THE CLIFTON 

By P. J. Malone

REVIEW

The Clifton Review is a bi-weekly column that examines the 

question of the Clifton project along with the evolution of the 

war between two billionaires, the links to unsavory characters, 

the use of the courts for personal agendas, the involvement 

of the Government opposition party (the FNM), and 

the attacks on the Government of The Bahamas.

Why FolloWing Business

PrinciPles Matters
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SPOTLIGHT ON 

BAIN GRANTS TOWN

THURSAYS 7:30 P.M.

SATURDAYS 9:00 A.M.

LOVE 97

HOST; REV. DR. C. B. MOSS

THE MOST UNIQUE SHOW ON RADIO

DON’T MISS IT

GOT NEWS?
Please call The Bahama

Journal’s News TIP 

LINE at 356-7254 

and let us know!

Section A_Section A Tues  7/27/2018  1:16 AM  Page 7



A8 The Bahama Journal

Friday - July 27th, 2018 NationalNEWS

Construction Industry Facing Many Challenges

and was designed to update

Grand Bahamian contractors

on some of the new proce-

dures set to be implemented

by the Ministry.

Some of the topics cov-

ered during the seminar

included pre-qualification

documents and assessment

criteria, Construction

Contractor’s Act, contract

pricing and payment proce-

dures, project management

and site safety and E-pro-

curement.

He thanked those who

attended the seminar, but

expressed disappointment in

what he called a “poor show-

ing” for Grand Bahama. 

“We are introducing new

procedures to the Ministry of

Public Works, including our

pre-qualification process and

no one should take it for

granted that they are going to

get work from the Ministry

of Public Works,” said

Minister Bannister.

“All of you would be

given a pre-qualification

form and it will be important

for each of you to pre-quali-

fy. It is going to be a new era

of transparency in how we do

work. The world is changing

so the information that we

will be disseminating in this

seminar will be very impor-

tant.”

Minister Bannister told the

contractors that the success

of the Ministry of Public

Works is very much in the

hands of the private sector, as

the government seeks to

develop the building envi-

ronment in the country.

“What I have found since

coming to the Ministry is that

many contractors do not use

the services of a Quantity

Surveyor and often rely on

their experiences to calculate

and tender prices, which

often leads to a wide range of

prices coming into the

Ministry of Public Works,”

said Minister Bannister.

“I have seen this too often,

where someone comes in too

low and someone comes in

too high. Quantity Surveyors

at my Ministry are working

to develop standards to help

contractors. In doing that we

plan to bring uniformity to

our pricing structure.”

Minister Bannister noted

that he is well aware that

there are contractors who

have their personal horror

stories of trying to get paid in

a timely fashion from the

Ministry of Public Works for

works that have already been

completed.

He said the session on

payment procedures was

designed to give local con-

tractors valuable insight on

all of the information that is

required when an invoice is

submitted, so as to minimize

the amount of time it takes

for them to be paid.

“But I am not going to

pretend that all of the prob-

lems are with the contrac-

tors,” said Minister

Bannister. “Some of the

delays in payment are within

the Ministry. I say we have to

do a better job, because when

people work, they would like

to be paid.

“So, it is very important

that you, as the contractor, do

your part and it is very

important that we in the

Ministry do our part.”

Minister Bannister said

that the Ministry of Public

Works, in collaboration with

the Department of

Information Technology is in

the process of updating the

Contractor’s Database and

also the Tendering and pay-

ment certificate process.

He said that in order to

provide transparency and fair

opportunity for all who par-

ticipate in the government

Capitol Works program, it is

absolutely imperative that

the database of qualified con-

tractors be brought up to

date.

“This is the digital age and

times have changed,” said

Minister Bannister. “You are

in a totally new age for your

profession. Contractors who

do not keep up with the

times, will likely be left out

of many of the opportuni-

ties that will be advertised

on Government websites.

“Contractors are being

encouraged to take advan-

tage of the many education-

al opportunities available

locally, overseas and on the

internet, to delve deeply

into the art and science of

project management. It is

only then you can realize

the type of profits that you

need to realize, without

skipping on the works and

to enable your business to

grow.” 

The Minister of Public

Works told the Grand

Bahama Contractors that

the Ministry is in the

process of tendering two

major projects in Freeport –

the total renovation of the

Garnet Levarity Building

and the Freeport Post

Office.

“Those works will gen-

erate work among selected

main contractors and many

sub-contractors in special-

ist trades, as the scope

includes special roof

repairs, air conditioning,

electrical and plumbing

replacement, exterior and

interior finishes, window

repair and replacement and

more.

“The Ministry of Public

Works is going to change in

the way that it is focused in

serving our constituents

and in this case our con-

stituents are contractors.

We are committed to giving

service, but we are also

committed to enforcing the

standards which the

Bahamian people hired us

to enforce when we spend

their money.”
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