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ormer Cabinet

Minister and

Member of

P a r l i a m e n t

B r a d l e y

Roberts yester-

day questioned Deputy

Prime Minister Peter

Turnquest’s influence on

financial matters regarding

Sky Bahamas Limited, that

has been threatened  to have

its operating license termi-

nated due to funds owing to

Nassau Airport Development

Company (NAD). 

Mr. Roberts revealed to

reporters a letter dated the

29th of June addressed to

Chief  Executive  Officer

Captain Randy Butler from

NAD’s Vice President of

Finance and CFO Paula

Rigby. 

She cautioned the airline

to pay NAD a total of

$454,015.06. The letter

states that $114,887.14 is the

amount in arrears as of

December 31st, 2017. An

additional $239,611.98 in

arrears are due immediately,

and $99,515.94 was due on

July 11th. 

The letter also warned Mr.

Butler that failure to comply

will result in the termination

of Sky Bahamas’ operating

license,  meaning that the air-

line will no longer be

allowed to operate within the

terminals of the Lynden

Pindling International 

Airport (LPIA). 

Since the latest deadline

has past and the airline is still

operating out of LPIA,            -

BY LEAH CooPER
Journal Staff Writer

FF

DPM unDer Fire For

airLine’s Debt

A young man  by Police

met his fate on Friday

evening after he  alleged-

ly attempted to engage

officers  with a firearm.

A s s i s t a n t

Commissioner of Police

Clayton Fernander said

that shortly after 6 pm on

Friday,  officers received

word of the man on

Williams Lane off of

Shirley Street in a small

silver vehicle.

The man turned out to

be 35-year-old Dario

Tinker also known as

“Geico.” He  was wanted

by police to answer

charges  for rape and

armed robbery. 

According to Mr.

Fernander, as officers

approached the suspect,

Tinker brandished a fire

arm and attempted to

shoot at them. 

In fear for their lives,

Mr. Fernander said, that

officers fatally shot the

suspect.

He added, “on further

examination of the vehi-

cle, it  was discovered

that the license disc and

the plate that were

attached did  not corre-

spond with the vehicle.”

He also said, “ it was

discovered that the  vehi-

cle was taken in an

armed robbery at gun

point from a lady just

two days ago. Further

examination of the vehi-

cle revealed   that a

loaded pistol was found

just between the seat.”

Mr. Fernander added

that the officers were a

bit shaken up by the inci-

dent, but assured the

public that they will be

fine. 

He also gave a stern

warning to criminals say-

ing that death will be a

BY LEAH CooPER
Journal Staff Writer

4 Prime Minister, Dr. the Hon. Hubert A. Minnis attended the Junkanoo Summer Festival at Awarak Cay, Saturday, July 21, 2018. Pictured from left:
Oliver D’Aguilar, son of the Minister of Tourism and Aviation (MOTA), the Hon. D' Aguilar; Saskia  D’Aguilar, wife of the Tourism Minister; Minister

D’Aguilar; Prime Minister, Dr. the Hon. Hubert Minnis; Lorraine Armbrister, Permanent, Secretary, Ministry of Transport and Local Government; Charity
Armbrister, Director of Events, MOTA and Erica Ingraham, Senior Director of Events, MOTA. (BIS Photos/Kemuel Stubbs)

 

4 Former Cabinet Minister
and Member of Parliament

Bradley Roberts 

(Journal file photo)

4 Deputy Prime Minister Peter Turnquest

(Journal file photo)
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FML  FuLFiLLs ProMise With statues

Family and friends gathered

in the gazebo area of the

University of The Bahamas’

Keva M. Bethel building, to

witness the unveiling of the

“Legends Garden.”

The garden is the new

home of three bronze life-

size statues of Bahamian cul-

tural icons Ronnie Butler,

Eric “King Eric” Gibson and

John Berkley “Peanuts”

Taylor.

At the foot of each one is a

brief synopsis of their lives

and impact on the entertain-

ment community.

The statues were a dona-

tion from FML Group of

Companies CEO, Craig

Flowers, who said the idea

was born out of a promise he

made to his late father.

“My dad felt very obligat-

ed and appreciative of the

fact that those three gentle-

men would have contributed

tremendously to the success

of our restaurant and bar

back in the 70’s,” he said.

“You know when I came

back home from Africa some

12 years ago, he and I sat and

we had a long discussion.

“One of the things that he

really would have loved to

had seen was the opportunity

to say thank you to those

three gentleman that I’m

honoring now.”

Mr. Flowers said all three

BY JAMEELHA MISSICK
Journal Staff Writer

4 Mr. Craig Flowers
(Journal file photo)

gentlemen had an opportuni-

ty to spend some time with

the sculptor, each giving

their input.

“We knew that having

statues made of living peo-

ple, that they would require a

lot of work because persons 

g See FML FULFILLDS / page 4...
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D P M  u n D e r  F i r e  F o r

a i r L i n e ’ s  D e b t
Mr. Roberts wants to know if

the company paid its bills. 

He said, “NAD falls under

the portfolio of the Minister

of Tourism Dionisio

D'Aguilar. Has Minister

D'Aguilar  taken the neces-

sary steps to terminate the

operating license of Sky

Bahamas for bill ducking if

these sums remain unpaid

pursuant to Article 9 of the

agreement?”

He added, “has the

Minister of Finance and

Deputy Prime Minister con-

spired with the Tourism

Minister to politically inter-

fere with the work of NAD to

protect Turnquest’s personal

business interests over the

public interest?” 

If this is the case, Mr.

Roberts said, “This is rank

and corrupt abuse of political

power and the prime minister

must intervene, but then

again, this is the big bad

FNM who believe they are

above the law.” 

The former PLP Chairman

said, “ Bahamians remember

very well that within the

2017/ 2018 national  budget,

Mr. Turnquest  gave duty free

concessions on maintenance

parts and aircrafts that are

Bahamian owned and regis-

tered in the Bahamas, in

addition to giving his compa-

ny a big fat lease contract

from a government corpora-

tion. One year later, Minister

Turnquest gave duty free

concessions on helicopters

and airplanes. Was this deci-

sion made to give duty free

concessions to aid Sky

Bahamas that is in deep

financial problems and can-

not pay its bills owed to

NAD,” asked  Mr. Roberts.

He  said, “ Peter Turnquest

gave himself and his busi-

ness interests every  opportu-

nity for successs by feather-

ing his  nest while saddling a

VAT increase to 12 per cent

on the backs of poor

Bahamians and vigorous-

ly defended this decision

in the Church and at

school graduation cere-

monies. For the past year,

Mr. Turnquest was over

the  place in righteous

indignation- accusing oth-

ers of mismanagement,

corruption, stealing pub-

lic funds and bill ducking.

“On  the issue of VAT

payments, I have another

pertinent question for the

Finance Minister and

DPM:  Is Sky Bahamas up

to date with VAT pay-

ments to the  Department

of Inland Revenue? I

know the airline is col-

lecting huge sums of  VAT

money from the travelling

public, but is Peter’s com-

pany turning these funds

over to the government as

required by law?” asked

Roberts.

He said he hopes for

the  DPM’s  sake that the

provernial chickens have

not come home to roost.

Got neWs?
please call the Bahama

Journal’s news tIp 
LIne at 356-7254 
and let us know!

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...

Wanted Man Killed 
By police

possible end result  i f

they choose to take on a

life of crime and engage

police in this regard. 

Mr. Fernander added

that police had been on

the lookout for Tinker

for about 2 months. 

He said members  of

the public have been

giving police informa-

t ion,  but  he somehow

seemed slip through the

cracks.      

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...
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4 on Saturday, July 21, 2018, Governor General, Her Excellency Dame Marguerite Pindling visited Hattie Victoria Sweeting who celebrated her 

 100th birthday earlier this month. Ms. Sweeting was born in Deep Creek, Eleuthera on July 12, 1918.  (BIS Photo/Patrick Hanna) 

4 The first Bahamas branch of Toastmasters International Club 1600 held the Annual Installation of Executive Officers ceremony in the Ballroom of Government House on Thursday,
July 19, 2018 under the patronage of Governor General Her Excellency Dame Marguerite Pindling.  The Governor General is pictured pinning the lapel of new President of

Toastmasters Club 1600, Osbourn Moxey.  (BIS Photos/derek Smith)
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FML  FuLFiLLs

ProMise With

statues

see themselves different

from what the artist is doing.

“We went down that road,

certainly it was an amazing

trip for us, it’s been six years

now. 

“They came over and they

interviewed, they talked with

them and they chose photo-

graphs and pictures of how

they wanted to see them-

selves as a statue, what pose,

stance, etc. 

“And there were long dia-

logues between them. We

spent a lot of time bringing

the people in from Africa to

sit and to speak with them. 

“This was some very

interesting times because

Eric Gibson was very metic-

ulous with what he wanted

himself to look like.”

According to Mr. Flowers,

the concept of creating the

statues began in 2012.

The sculptures were even-

tually created by Nigerian,

Michael Maghiro. -

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...
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The dread story is always the same: -----

Police officers in fear of their lives; police offi-

cers [due to the power inherent in said fair]

return fire; a man is felled and as a direct con-

sequence of said return fire, the man dies!

And thus on this blessed Monday, July

23rd. 2018, we report that: --A man wanted in

connection with armed robberies and rape

was shot dead after a shootout with police offi-

cers on Friday night past.; that  [according to

reports, shortly after 6pm, officers were dis-

patched to Williams Lane off Shirley Street

where they discovered a suspect in a silver

vehicle; that the  man reversed the car, pin-

ning two officers between vehicles before

opening fire on them and that—as we have

been made to understand [from the police],

the officers returned fire and the man was shot

dead.

The name of the dead man is Dario Tinker.

It is to be noted that the police would have

the attentive public believe that: --Tinker was

sitting in a small silver vehicle and that he

attempted to drive off.

They would also have that same public

believe that: -- Tinker was able to pin   two offi-

cers between his vehicle and another and that

–as alleged by the police-- Tinker then pro-

duced a firearm and fired at the officers.

All we know for sure is that not only is

Tinker dead but also that: ---This sad-glad

time is as times have been for quite a long

time.

This is our solemn testimony and commen-

tary on the dread occasion [yet again] there is

report in the wind of another police driven

killing of a so-called ‘criminal’. 

This time around the dead man has been

identified as Dario Tinker.

From what we have been able to glean

from media reports, Tinker was allegedly a

rapist and a robber.

And thus today, we can and do echo this

fact: --Dario Tinker once wanted by the police

is now [as a result of his date with Death on

Williams Lane in the Eastern District of New

Providence, located due west of Freetown] is

no longer wanted by the police.

Interestingly enough, Clayton Fernander –a

senior police officer [in remarks to media

“…issued a stern warning to criminals----This

will be the end result if you want to live that

lifestyle…” 

This is a most interesting observation.

Fernander went on to counsel and chide: --

-“…We want to send a strong warning to those

persons who continue to live that lifestyle – if

you do, that could be the end result if you

engage the police…”

Simply put, if you decide to engage the

police, you could end up dead as a door-nail.

We agree with this senior police officer; but

even as we do, we would advise Her

Majesty’s constabulary that they too should

exercise the utmost in good sense and

restraint as they go about their duties.

But for sure, such is pathos inherent in the

human condition that as the sun rises on any

given day, we can all expect report piled upon

the waiting backs of other reports concerning

tragedy on the hoof; comedy on the prowl and

[of course] there will always occur instances

where the bitter is commingled with the sweet.

And thus today, we recite [as we have read

in a relevant news report]:---Police have dis-

continued the manhunt for 35-year-old Dario

Tinker alias “Geico” who had been on the run

for several weeks.

As we learn, their search is off precisely

because Dario Tinker met his fate by way of

police-delivered gun-fire.

In life, the late Dario Tinker is said to have

been wanted [by the police] for questioning for

incidents involving armed robbery and rape.

But yet, we hasten to add that the said the

matter involving Dario Tinker might –under dif-

ferent circumstances- gone quite differently for

all parties concerned.

Here we are convinced that: ---It would

have been a good thing for all of us had the

police been able to so deal with Dario Tinker

so that he could have had his day in open

court to defend the allegations made against

hm.

Alas! Now that Dario Tinker is dead, we

shall never know whether he was innocent or

guilty.

GUILT OR INNOCENCE

shut-eye

The 2018 series salutes fashion

mogul Peter Nygård’s Golden

Jubilee detailing his rags to riches

story and incredible business suc-

cess over these past fifty years. The

Clifton Review will take an inside

look at how he did it.

“The most important asset

I have is enormous energy and stay-

ing power; and my training from

past history from my parents who

gave me the strength for never quit-

ting — we call that in Finland

‘SISU’ staying with it right to the

end!” Peter Nygård

Imagine at the age of three when

you are just learning how to com-

municate, and you are creating

meaning from everything you

observe, that the role model in your life as a

little boy, the individual you live and interact

with every day, is a man with stumps for legs

and only one arm. Everything he does makes

an impact. It shapes your thinking for the rest

of your life. 

If the experience of this individual hap-

pened in isolation, then maybe the impact

wouldn’t be as powerful. However, if the

experience at the age of three is reinforced by

other experiences, other information, other

demonstrations, the impact would be that

much more powerful and long-lasting.

Fashion mogul Peter Nygård spent the

formative years of his life watching a man

with stumps for legs and one arm perform

everyday farm work and drive a buggy to

town every week to sell his wife’s wares.

Accompanying his ‘Grampa’ to the market

and observing him conduct business would

have also formed certain impressions.

Though he would not have understood it at

the time, the biggest lesson Peter learned

from Grampa Nygård was that nothing is

impossible. That is the foundational belief

that set Peter Nygård on the course of his life.

Once that foundation was set, learning about

Finnish soldiers, who didn’t cower in the face

of the Russians who came in massive num-

bers with tanks and artillery, made his foun-

dation indestructible. Discovering how the

Finns fought against all odds built on that

foundation. 

Key in the lessons he learned was how the

Finns won battles — while immensely out-

numbered — by strategizing and outsmarting

the Russians, using their knowledge of the

terrain around them, and never ever giving up

battle after battle. The idea of sisu — grit and

determination of sticking with it to the end —

demonstrated by their history is a part of the

Finnish culture that is always cultivated.

But, Peter Nygård didn’t just observe his

Grampa’s grit, and learn the lessons of

Finland’s history, he experienced it. Poverty

in their new land of Canada didn’t make his

father give up, but instead motivated him to

chase a bakery truck down the street for days

until he got to the bakery it belonged to. It

was yet another important lesson for an

impressionable eleven-year-old.

The Finnish principle of sisu built on the

foundation of a belief that nothing is impos-

sible set the stage for everything Peter

Nygård was to do and achieve in his life. It

became the competitive advantage in his

business that no other company could over-

come. That sisu spirit propelled him to suc-

cess.

Nygård’s Finnish culture and upbringing

combined with his characteristics formed a

unique foundation that created his competi-

tive advantage and is likely unmatched. 

This millionaire was made through a com-

bination of factors that formed the core of his

foundation creating his competitive advan-

tage: Factors such as,

• The belief that nothing is impossible which

he learned from his Grampa.

• That enduring Finnish principle of sisu, the

determination to persevere, demonstrated by

Finnish soldiers, his father and grandfather.

• The desire to be the best cultivated in a

Finnish culture which prided itself on the ath-

leticism of its people, and which defined him

and drove every action he ever took.

• The principle of always working hard

drilled into him by his parents.

This combination was a winning formula

for Peter Nygård. It set a foundation within

him that is an immeasurable competitive

advantage that exponentially increased his

levels of business success.

This series will take a detailed look at how

these factors shaped Peter Nygard’s business

and success.

THE CLIFTON 

By P. J. Malone

revieW
the Clifton review is a bi-weekly column that examines the 

question of the Clifton project along with the evolution of the 

war between two billionaires, the links to unsavory characters, 

the use of the courts for personal agendas, the involvement 

of the Government opposition party (the FnM), and 

the attacks on the Government of the Bahamas.

THE MAKING OF A

MULTI-MILLIONAIRE
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agriculture and Marine resources Minister

visits empowerment camp for students

“I am very proud of what I

am seeing here in terms of

food processing and the

creation of handicrafts,”

said Minister of

Agriculture and Marine

Resources, the Hon.

Michael Pintard on his

visit to the Department of

Cooperatives Summer

P r o g r a m m e :

“Empowerment Camp” at

C.C. Sweeting High

School, Friday, July 20,

2018.

The programme is a

hands-on training project

where students learn how

to operate and manage

their own cooperatives,

while at the same time

learning agricultural pro-

cessing skills. 

Students processed goods

such as pepper sauce and

tomato seasoning. They

also made skincare prod-

ucts such as facial scrubs,

astringents and cleansers.

Their handicraft items

ranged from straw-work

to seashell items. Students

were also able to grow

different types of plants

that can be used as food

and medicine. 

Minister Pintard

reflected back on

September 11, 2001, when

vessels were unable to

come to The Bahamas

because of a restriction by

the U. S. Government. 

He said, “We learned

very quickly that our food

reserves are so low that if

we were to encounter a

tragedy of the same mag-

nitude, we would struggle

to feed everyone.” 

He explained that food

security was important to

the last Government

Administration as well as

this Administration. 

Minister Pintard has

hopes that the students

involved in the summer

programme will consider

career paths or entrepre-

neurship in the various

areas they were intro-

duced to. 

He said, “If you are

interested in food

processing, then your

competition is halfway

around the world. Too

many Bahamians are now

competing in the same

fields.”

Lakelle Kinteh, a 17-

year-old 12th grader from

St. Augustine’s College

shared that the camp real-

ly opened her mind to

other professional oppor-

tunities that were differ-

ent from her chosen

career path of heart sur-

gery. 

She said, “Heart sur-

geons work on an alter-

nating time schedule and

that would allow me to be

able to be in my own

kitchen making foods or

facial scrubs on my free

time.”

BY SYDNEI L ISAACS

4 Minister of Agriculture and Marine Resources, the Hon. Michael Pintard visited the Department of Cooperatives
Summer Programme at C.C. Sweeting High School, Friday, July 20, 2018.  (BIS Photos/Patrick Hanna)
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