
olice officials

are on the hunt

for the man

behind an early

morning shoot-

ing that took the

life of seven-year Cameron

Cooper and left another male

wounded. According to

Assistant Commissioner of

Police, Clayton Fernander,

the incident stemmed from a

drug fight on Pipe Lane, just

off Palm Beach Street after 7

am on Tuesday morning. It is

reported that during the alter-

cation, one of the men pulled

out a firearm releasing sever-

al shots, which resulted in

the tragedy.

The wounded man was

rushed to the hospital shortly

after the incident, with no

word on his condition.

Young Cameron was a

second-grade student at

Columbus Primary School.

Yesterday his classmates

wrote  notes and  dedicated

to him.  There were messages

like “I love you Cameron”,

“We miss you”, and “On

June 5th, we lost our friend”.

Sadly, there was another

of a stick person drawing  in

a box, illustrating a young

boy in a coffin. 

Cameron’s  homeroom

teacher says that “ he  was no

trouble at all.  He was one of

those students that you never

had to speak to twice and he

was always a sweet and hum-

ble soul. He played no sports,

but always participated in the

school’s sports day and was

loved by all of his class-

mates.” 

Principal Patricia Chisolm

says Governor General

Dame Marguerite Pindling

visited the primary school to

extend her condolences.

Also, various agencies are

also assisting with the griev-

ing process.
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Shop at Standard 
SerViCeS where you 

could get 20% off 
Houseware, linen, 

lamps and draperies.
and much, much more

Shirley & Church Street 
Phone: 322-4635

Standard
ServiceS 

SupplieS ltd.

DEAN &  ASSOCIATES PROFESSIONAL
INSURANCE AGENTS & BROKERS

“Meeting Your Needs Efficiently and Professionally”

BUiLDiNGS (COMMERCiAL & RESiDENTiAL)

LiFE - GROUP - MEDiCAL - 

ANNUiTiES - LiABiLiTY - MARiNE - 

HOMEOWNERS - AUTO

Tel: (242)-356-0986 Fax: (242)-356-0987

Deal’s Plaza, Mackey Street

P.O. Box CB-13952 Nassau, Bahamas

8:30am - 4:30pm

CanCer Support GroupS reCeive $84,000 from
CiBC firStCariBBean’S Walk for the Cure

4 Andrea Sweeting, President of the Sister Sister Breast Cancer Support Group, said, “CIBC FirstCaribbean has 
stood up to the test as a corporate sponsor, so we’re truly proud of them and the success of the Walk for the Cure.” 

L to R: CIBC FirstCaribbean Managing Director (Bahamas & TCI) Marie Rodland-Allen; President of the Cancer 
Society of The Bahamas Dr. Williamson Chea; Secretary of the Cancer Society of The Bahamas, Judith Higgs; 

President of the Sister Sister Breast Cancer Support Group Andrea Sweeting; and CIBC FirstCaribbean Managing
Director, Customer Relationship & Management Strategy, Trevor Torzsas. Photo credit: Vado Culmer

Primary Student Killed
PP

Three Killed
In Plane Crash 

Three American  men perished in a plane crash in

bushes on the island of Eleuthera yesterday.

Police on the island say  a twin engine  Cessna aircraft

crashed in bushes off  Rock Sound International Airport. 

The aircraft departed Rock Sound shortly after 3pm

enroute to Fort Pierce, Florida, USA.

The aircraft had reportedly crashed in rough terrain

making it difficult for authorities to reach. When author-

ities  and others arrived at the site,  they reportedly dis-

covered that the three men were dead with two of them

burnt beyond recognition.

Officials of the in the Bahamas are reportedly making

efforts to  locate  the next of kin of the men. However, the

names of the victims have not been released.

a team from the Department of Civil Aviation left New

Providence this morning for Eleuthera to start investiga-

tions of the crash.

Grand Bahamians
Protest New Taxes

Opposition Leader Philip

Davis says “Grand

Bahamians have demonstrat-

ed in the streets and taken to

social media urging the gov-

ernment to fix Grand

Bahama. That island deliv-

ered five FNM MPs, three

senators and three ministers,

yet all they have to show is a

closed hotel property with no

prospects for opening; more

foreign labour at the Grand

Bahama Shipyard as

Bahamians are displaced and

a 12 per cent  VAT hike. 

“The  budget is taking this

country in the wrong direc-

tion. There are too many

contradictions and inconsis-

tencies and greater trans-

parency is needed by this

government if it is to recover

lost public confidence. I say

again that governance is seri-

ous business and not a public

relations or marketing exer-

cise.”

Addressing the media at

Gambier House yesterday,

Mr Davis said, “the people

of  Grand Bahama  showed

their disappointment during

Labour Day when the

Deputy Prime Minister

addressed them; they got up

and left.

4 Opposition 
Leader Philip Davis 

(Journal file photo)

g See BAHAMiANS / page 3...

Web Shop oWner
FeelS betrayed

A local Wed Shop owner is lashing out at the government

for what he calls a betrayal.

Craig Flowers, Chief Executive Officer  of FML Group of

Companies said as a Bahamian he feels betrayed by the

Free National Movement  government’s decision to

increase in taxes.

“I feel betrayed by the present government  because the

argument that was made was that  it was the people’s time,

and I thought the people’s time meant that this government

was going to provide for us,” he said.

“And not just to provide for us, but to recognize the mis-

takes of the former government and that the people’s desire

from the former government was for you to be able to

improve my life,” he added.

“The improvement in my lifestyle that I asked of you,

means to me that I would be able to retain more of my little

change in my pocket at the end of the day. Not for me to

have to pay more taxes; not for the cost of living for me in

the country to increase.”

“I’m of the opinion that the former government would

have imposed a 7.5 per cent tax for me and I threw them out

on their heads,” he said.

“That’s why I threw them out.  They applied more taxes,

they went against my wishes and regulated the gaming, they

made me miserable.”

He added that he thought this Minnis-led administration

would recognize the mistakes of the former government.

However, Mr. Flowers said he believes the government

has not learned anything from its predecessors. 

Mr. Flowers comments come as a guest on the Love 97

talk show “On Point,” with host Wendal Jones. 

BY JAMEELHA MISSICK
Journal Staff Writer

While the government

assures that the increase in

Value Added Tax (VAT)

would reduce the country’s

debt and improve finance,

many retailers believe there

will be a greater effect on

consumers. 

Director of Retail for

Milo B. Butler and Sons,

Allan Butler, said transition-

ing from 7.5 percent to 12

per cent will not affect the

company in terms of the

changes they  will have to

make.

However, the difficulty

will be how the establish-

ment is affected in terms of

the number of customers

coming into their stores,

once the implementation of

a higher tax rate is put into

place.

He said the double taxa-

tion of duty and VAT will

decrease the customer’s

ability to spend and affect

those who have businesses

here in the country, adding

that the VAT increase may

also encourage persons to

shop abroad. 

Butler said although he

knew that VAT would be

increased, he did not expect

for it to increase with the

country’s level of employ-

ment as it stands. 

He added that everything

sounds good on paper, but

there are some things that

need to be fixed first before

we can implement a higher

tax rate. 

Butler suggested that

unemployed individuals will

not be able to afford to buy

goods  and thus have a

greater dependency on the

government. 

BY JAMEELHA MISSICK
Journal Staff Writer

MERCHANTS
RESPOND TO 

VAT INCREASE

g See MERCHANTS / page 2...
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The fact that corned beef

remained on the list of

breadbasket items came as

quite a relief to many, who

view the meal as a staple.

However that  feeling that

could be short lived,  accord-

ing to Minister of Health

Doctor  Duane Sands. 

The Minister said  that the

item is “on probation” as it

relates to the revision of

breadbasket items.  Now  we

have the  budget debate.

Then, we have to continue

our tour, and to engage.”

Dr. Sands said that the

ministry intends to visit fam-

ily islands like Abaco,

Exuma, Eleuthera, and

Grand Bahamas for educa-

tional campaign on the ini-

tiative.

He added, “the public

should expect to see healthy

foods replacing unhealthy

foods on the breadbasket. 

The minister also said that

two issues must be

addressed with regard to the

list’s revision which requires

legislative change and budg-

etary implications. 

He said, “the change of

what is on the breadbasket

now requires only discussion

and decision, and ultimately

is gazetted by the minister

responsible for price control,

Dion Foulkes, after consul-

tation.”

The minister also went

into detail about the intro-

duction of a Catastrophic

Care Plan in the wake of last

week’s budget debate.

He acknowledged that the

ministry has been aware of

the public’s need to host

cookouts to accommodate

the medical needs of their

loved ones. 

This plan intends to make

this a thing of the past  as the

National Health Insurance

Program will be updated to

ensure that the public

receives the care they need

for conditions like cancer,

heart disease, and trauma. 

He said, “we have always

been of the view that while

primary care services are

beneficial and have returns

in the long run,  that to pro-

vide assistance to

Bahamians for these cata-

strophic problems is essen-

tial. 

“So, the revamping of

National Health Insurance

moving forward is going to

be able to provide to assis-

tance individuals exactly in

those situations,” said the

Minister.

It is expected that more

will be said on the issue dur-

ing the minister’s contribu-

tion to the 2018/2019 budget

debate. 
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Meanwhile Rupert Roberts, President

of Supervalue, said the government has to

give merchants time to reprice, as it is a

process that will not happen overnight.

Roberts added that once merchants get

the necessary answers from the govern-

ment, Supervalue  will begin its transition

to 12 percent. 

He added that merchants will be pushing

for exclusive pricing, rather than inclusive

pricing,  which would allow their business-

es to put their own pricing on the shelves,

showing the consumer their deals, rather

than including the VAT. 

Roberts suggested that the VAT inclu-

sive prices will deter consumers from buy-

ing goods unless they absolutely need it. 

“We want to put our pricing on the

shelves, show the consumer our  $1.89

corned beef, and if it goes to 12 per cent

VAT; add the 12 per cent add the register,”

he said.

“When we put 12 per cent on the

shelves, the consumer looks at the high

price and then they say they’re going to

charge me 12 per cent at the register, and

unless they absolutely have to have the

item, they’re not going to buy it.

“It’s the wrong concept. For the mer-

chants to keep selling and for the govern-

ment to collect VAT, they should change it

back to exclusive pricing.”

As of July 1, 2018, VAT would be

increased from 7.5 per cent to 12 per cent,

and those items on them updated breadbas-

ket list will not include VAT.

MERCHANTS
RESPOND TO 

VAT INCREASE

Breadbasket Items on Probation
BY LEAH COOPEr

Journal Staff Writer

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...
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The Chief Executive

Officer of of FML Group of

Companies Craig Flowers

says the decision on the gov-

ernment to significantly raise

taxes on Web Shop  gaming

is a death warrant to the

industry. He said there is “no

way the Web shops can con-

tinue with the proposed

taxes. The government is on

thin ice; most of the shops

will go back underground

where they were comfort-

able.” 

Appearing on the Love 97

Radio Show “On Point” yes-

terday, Mr. Flowers said, “ I

feel betrayed by the present

government.  He said

Minister of Tourism Dionsio

D’aguilar, whose portfolio

includes gaming,  promised

that regulating the industry

would be discussed with the

operators. 

“He would have assured

me that there was going to be

discussions pertaining to the

regulations and the manner in

which the industry was regu-

lated and that it would be

revisited.

“He also assured me that

after coming to any type of

conclusion on their findings,

that it would have been dis-

cussed with the operators. 

“And that at that point,

there would be some adjust-

ments made, be it increased

tax, be it controls on the pro-

liferations of web shops, be it

zoning as to where web shops

can and cannot operate.

“All of these things were

to be discussed and in partic-

ular the enormous amount of

illegal Shops that  continue to

exist in the country today,

where we have to compete

against all of those operators

today that are still not regu-

lated by this industry.

In his budget communica-

tion last Wednesday, Deputy

Prime Minister and Minister

of Finance, Peter Turnquest

announced the introduction

of  a sliding scale of rates

applied to taxable revenue of

Web Shops, namely: up to

$20 million, a rate of 20 per

cent, between $20 million

and $40 million, a rate of 25

per cent; between $40 mil-

lion and  $60 million, a rate

of 30 per cent; between  $60

million and $80 million, a

rate of 35 per cent; between

$80 million and $100 mil-

lion, a rate of 40 percent; and

over $100 million, a rate of

50 per cent.

In addition,  the Minister

announced the taxation of

gaming patrons through a 5

per cent stamp tax to be

levied on both deposits made

by patrons at the gaming

houses and any non-online

games or digital sales.

The Bahamas Gaming

Operators Association

through their attorney, Alfred

Sears  wrote Mr. Turnquest

warning   that it will take

legal action over the “expro-

priatory, discriminatory,

excessive and penal” tax

rises, if the government does

not meet with the operators

within the next week.

Mr. Flowers told the radio

audience, “ I can’t see how

the government can address

coming to us for more

money. 

If they want more money,

tax those persons, go out and

find ways and means to tax

all of those millions of dol-

lars, from unregulated opera-

tors in the industry. 

“That’s  new revenue;  but

nobody is talking about that.

In the whole deliberation, no

one has said anything about

how they’re going to address

the enormous amount of pil-

fering from the government

tilt by way of unregulated

operators,” said Flowers.

The businessman said he

feels disappointed and that

it’s one thing to tax the gam-

ing houses,  but another thing

to further tax the patrons;

stressing that the real losers

in all this would be the

patrons. 

“Now if the government is

going to impose a second tax

on the patrons, certainly the

patrons are going to say no

way.

“It is unacceptable for the

government to impose two

taxes on one person for one

bet. It is to say you patrons

go home, don’t come out

here, don’t come back to

these places.

“Go somewhere else, find

something else to do with

your funds, that is what that

is blatantly saying, that is

clear,” he said.

Mr. Flowers said he envi-

sioned that if modernized,

the local gaming industry

would create an enormous

opportunity for the govern-

ment to recognize a revenue

stream in the country that

they had to invest nothing

into and that will be able to

generate in millions of dol-

lars to the treasury for the

purpose of advancing and

enhancing the local

Bahamian.

The new taxes will be

implemented on July 1,

2018.
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SpotliGht on 
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THURSAYS 7:30 P.M.

SATURDAYS 9:00 A.M.

LOVE 97

hoSt; rev. dr. c. b. MoSS

THE MOST UNIQUE SHOW ON RADIO

DON’T MISS IT

“Death Warrant
For Web Shops”

4 Craig Flowers (Journal file photo)

BY JAMEELHA MISSICK
Journal Staff Writer

“Each week families in Freeport are migrating to

Nassau in search of better economic prospects. Families

are still sleeping in their cars on beaches. Since the raise

in VAT was announced two Freeport small businesses

have said they are closing their doors for good. Yet Peter

Turnquest said in the House everybody is happy in the

country; only the PLP is unhappy.” 

Mr Davis said “what is interesting to note, there is not

one mention of Grand Bahama in the budget.

“I suppose the workers are also happy with the cancel-

lation of the Empowerment Program prior to Labour Day

which put hundreds of young Bahamians on the unem-

ployment line. This program was designed to improve the

skill set in the labour force and hundreds benefitted.  This

was no 52 programme. These were jobs given to

Bahamians to assist in making productive citizens.”

GrANd
BAHAMIANS

PrOTEST 
NEW TAxES

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...
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The Bahamas Financial

Services Union (BFSU)

President, Theresa

Mortimer, having lost four

persons  in  the Labour day

tragedy, said she and her

members are trying to cope

with the situation as best as

possible. 

Four women died when a

truck ran into them on East

Street near Shirley Street

during the Labour day

march.

“We are taking this and

we’re building on it, because

we believe our four sisters

would not want the union to

be halted or stopped in any

way, but they would want it

to go on. 

“And so that’s what we’re

doing, we’re carrying on for

their name sake, she said.”

“This is not the first

tragedy that we would have

faced.

“In 2009, we lost both our

Vice President and our

Assistant Secretary

General, and we bounced

back from that; so we intend

to bounce back from this,”

she added.

“As best as we could,

we’re trying to cope with our

situation. I want to walk in it,

walk straight through it, I

cannot linger on it. 

“It’s an accident, it’s a

tragedy and we have to

move on.”

Tami Gibson was the

BFSU’s Assistant Secretary

General, diane Gray-

Ferguson, was the mother of

the Union’s Trustee; Tiffany

Moss, Tabitha Bethel-Haye

was a former BFSU Member

and Kathleen rodgers-

Fernander, an avid BFSU

supporter and Mrs.

Mortimer’s close friend. 

In a statement, Mrs.

Mortimer added that while

many were injured, the

Union gives thanks for the

spearing of so many lives

and for the privilege to join

together for the betterment

of the nation and the BFSU. 

As for the negativity circu-

lating social media, the

Union leader says they’re

just not interested.

What they are grateful for

are the prayers, support,

calls, texts and other ges-

tures of kindness. 

In the face of it all, The

BFSU has vowed to contin-

ue to stand together, pray

and support the family mem-

bers of their bereaved sis-

ters, those who are still hos-

pitalized, as well as their

Secretary General Lashon

Sawyer and her son, Travis

as they weather this storm.

When contacted,

Christian Council President,

Bishop delton Fernander

said no date has been

selected just yet for a

National day of Prayer. 
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BY JAMEELHA MISSICK
Journal Staff Writer

BFSU REMAINS STRONG FOR FALLEN SISTERS

4 Minister of National Security the Hon. Marvin Dames and US Charge d'Affaires Stephanie Bowers joined Royal Bahamas Defence Force (RBDF) Commander Commodore Tellis 
Bethel at the official closing of the Joint Combined Exchange Training (JCET) at the RBDF base HMBS Coral Harbour, on May 31, 2018.  Also on hand were Col. Michael Doherty, 

Deputy Commander, Special Operation Command North (SOCNORTH), the special operations component of USNORTHCOM, and representatives from Naval Special Warfare (NSW);
Assistant Commissioner of Police Ken Strachan; and Comptroller of Customs Dr. Geannine Moss.  According to information from the US Embassy, the training is an annual event 
supported by the Office of Defense Cooperation and the RBDF as part of security cooperation efforts. The training was significant, the Embassy noted, because it marked the first 
time in recent years the Royal Bahamas Police Force and Customs Department participated in significant numbers. The JCET was held in Nassau and Exuma from April 16 to May 
30, 2018. The first 30 days of training were spent at HMBS Coral Harbour, followed by 15-day multiple location events at Hawk's Nest facility on Exuma. (BiS Photo/eric rose)

MiniSter daMeS, uS charGe d'aFFaireS attend coMbined traininG cloSinG cereMony

The  advisory committee of the

National Honours  system  says that

they are seeking the best of the best;

those that have reached extraordinary

achievements and those that have

helped to develop not only communi-

ties but the country. Having done a test

exercise before attempting to see how

many nominees would be obtained and

getting a large number 0f 200, the

Committee  expects  to obtain  many

nominations. 

Prime Minister Hubert Minnis

formed the  10-member committee in

accordance with the National Honors

Act of 2016 to come up with a system

that  will honour  notable Bahamians;

no longer following the British  way of

honouring;  all while highlighting the

talent and efforts of our Bahamian peo-

ple. 

There are eight established societies

of honour, including the honor of

National Hero, The  Order of Nation,

The  Order  of The Bahamas , The

Order  of Excellence, The   Order of

Merit, The  Order of Distinction, any

other honor constituted by the

Governor- General, and  The Order  of

Lignum Vitae, which is given to the

“youth of the nation”. 

“There are people in our nation that

have made seminal contributions,

regardless of age,” says Mark  Humes. 

The national honors system has no

age limit, and there is also no restric-

tion on whether the person  being

nominated is alive or deceased, as the

committee wishes to acknowledge all

of those  in  the  Bahamian  society that

contributed to National Development.

Mr. Idris Reid says that there is no

limit on the number of people to be

honored as nominations are  opened to

the entire Bahamas, but great care with

be taken during the selection. 

In addition to the eight societies,

there  are award of medals. The awards

are Distinguished Service medals for

citizens of the Bahamas in recognition

of exceptional service in Public

Service or Civil society,  Badges of

honour  for persons in the civil society

who perform exceptional service to the

Bahamas;  and medals for bravery

undertaken in the Bahamas. These

awards will recognize persons who

have achieved excellence in designat-

ed categories while contributing to

national development. 

Those  being  nominated cannot be

made aware of their nomination as a

public announcement of  approved

awards and nominees will be made on

July 10, 2018,  following a conferment

of all awards on National Heroes Day

in October 2018.  Applications must be

in on or before June 11th, 2018 and the

committee is looking forward to a

large number. 

BY TIA THOMPSON

Committee Seeks The Best in Bahamian Society
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As we recall: -- Mr. K. Peter Turnquest

once upon a time did  speak about how real

growth could be unleashed if only the

Bahamian people would give him and his fel-

low hierarchs a chance to run things.

The people heard them, believed them

and therefore voted for them; but even now

we remember that preciously important time

when the air was being filled with some of

life’s sweetest sounds.

And thus today, we remember when

prospective candidate K. Peter Turnquest

waxed eloquent when he said that: -- The

Bahamas is teeming with natural mineral

and human resources, waiting to be discov-

ered, tapped and exploited----We know

about the salt, aragonite, seaweed,

sponges, fisheries, bush medicine, teas,

craft products, etc. which have been under-

performing for Bahamians.

And with that said he let loose as follows:

-- “With investments to jump-start the

research and the eventual processing of

these and other raw materials in a locally

domiciled production facility for export, we

can create new jobs and entrepreneurs…”

Alas! That was THEN; THIS IS NOW!

Should the Government proceed with its

VAT increase plan, the Bahamas will have

come 'full circle' in just five years; ending up

back where it started in 2013, when a 15 per

cent VAT with multiple exemptions was com-

prehensively rejected by the private sector

and the Government's own advisers.

Sure looks like déjà vu all over again!

It could not work then; and for sure, there

is nary a chance it will work this time around.

Meanwhile, back in the real world, some

of this land’s keenest of entrepreneurs  are

like Sir Franklyn roosevelt Wilson are

aghast as they contemplate certain implica-

tions now attendant on the Minnis adminis-

tration’s VAT-increase proposal.

As Sir Franklyn recently exclaimed: -- "I'm

still so shell shocked…I haven't had a

chance to really digest it fully, but [at first

blush] this is really, really bad news. This is

really troubling…”

And thus Wilson also suggests: -- They're

[meaning the Minnis led administration] pro-

viding sufficient incentive now for people to

get into legitimate tax avoidance…I don't

understand this. I am at a loss to understand

the logic behind this Budget…”

In truth, then, and therefore: -- There is a

case to be made for a comprehensive review

concerning the funding of education, health

and social welfare. 

Indeed, there is also that raft of com-

pelling evidence which supports and under-

girds a thesis to the effect that: -- 'Free' serv-

ices are often either abused or ill-appreciat-

ed by those who are obliged to consume

them. 

This is but one aspect of the fiscal crisis

which now begs closer scrutiny; and thus,

please note that these strictures do not apply

to certain categories of public goods. These

would include the maintenance of law and

order, national defence, and public health. 

Put otherwise, by taking the course of

least resistance in the matter involving pay

increases to public sector workers, today’s

FNM-led administration  has [like its prede-

cessor in office] merely postponed a most

fateful day of reckoning.

We've been there and done that with the

initial 7.5% VAT. And the same will happen to

the additional 4.5% VAT because Minnis and

Turnquest have steadfastly refused to make

good on their many election campaign prom-

ises to address the horrendous size of our

public services sector in a meaningful way.

Until they do so, more taxes only adds

more fuel to the fire of uncontrolled govern-

ment growth.

For our part, then, this is really not rocket

science material; indeed, it reeks of the com-

monest and lowest denominator in what

some describe as either mother’s wit or com-

mon sense gone to bed!

In this regard, then, we need only refer-

ence Wilson’s thought – experiment where –

as he so cogently asserts--You cannot

assume that, because you got so much

money at 7.5 per cent, if you go to 12 per

cent it's a proportionate increase.  People

will find legitimate ways to get around it…”

Where there is a will, there will be found a

way.

It’s just that simple! 

O how time flies!

VAT—FULL CIRCLE

Former M.P. replies
to the Graduate's

COMMEnTS On
MAJORITY RULE

In a letter to the editor "the

Graduate" answered my arti-

cle about Majority Rule in

The Bahamas. I seldom

answer such letters because

the writer has not got the

moral courage to use a proper

name. So in this article I will

refer to "the Graduate" as

"He/she/it" which will cover

all the possibilities of identi-

fying the person or beast.

In my article, I said that

the German Goebbels used

the tactic of repeating a lie

often enough so that people

assumed it was the truth. The

Bahamian Goebbels repeated

a lie about Majority Rule

long enough so that people

assumed it was the truth.

The German Goebbels and

the Bahamian Goebbels had

different motives but both

used the same means ... a

repeated lie.

"He/she/it" seems to claim

that the colour card was not

the basis of the PLP argu-

ment. This sounds like the

modern day Goebbels saying

that the Holocaust never hap-

pened in Germany.

Either "He/she/it" is out-

right lying or was either not

born, not here, or never

ducked the rocks. The PLP

maintained that the formation

of the House of Assembly

must be based on colour

lines, no more than 15%

white and at least 80% black.

Anyone who denies that is

trying to bury the truth.

I believe the House of

Assembly should be com-

prised of 100% QUALI-

FIED Bahamians.

I said that IF the colour

card were used in U.S. elec-

tions Barack Obama would

never have been elected

because the MAJORITY of

voters in the U.S. were white.

It was as simple as that, and

that is a FACT.

I said that simply to say

that the colour card

SHOULD NOT be used in

elections in The Bahamas.

"He/she/it" is trying to twist

my words. That is typical!!!

In 1962 I was a candidate

for the "Far East". In those

days there were two represen-

tatives in the House of

Assembly for the Far East.

The boundaries for that con-

stituency stretched from East

Street in the West to East End

in the East.

A.D. Hanna and Arthur

Foulkes were running in that

Constituency for the PLP,

Geoffrey Johnstone for the

UBP, and I was an

Independent. A.D. Hanna and

Geoffrey Johnstone won.

I lost. I didn't blame it on

gerrymandering, a lightning

strike or anything else. I lost.

The people didn't want me

and so they voted for A.D.

Hanna and Geoffrey

Johnstone. That's not hard to

understand, is it?

Although I was very

involved in politics I stayed

out of front line politics for

twenty years. When I decided

to run in 1982 I surrounded

myself with the greatest, most

hardworking, and the best

organized team the country

has ever seen.

That TEAM had me elect-

ed to the House of Assembly

for the next 25-years. While

there I kept my nose clean

and let my conscience be my

guide.

Just before the 1997 elec-

tion we were called in indi-

vidually to discuss possible

changes in the boundaries of

the constituency. I was told

that my constituency would

not be changed, except for

one small polling division "to

help out your neighboring

colleague". I agreed and left.

Just hours before the final

boundaries were signed, a

meeting of all FNM candi-

dates was called and the elec-

tion was discussed. As the

meeting was drawing to a

close the PM strode over to a

map of New Providence,

which was hanging on the

wall and said: "there will be

no discussion on this and

these are the new boundaries

for Shirlea".

He took a black marker

and COMPLETELY redrew

the boundaries of Shirlea,

putting in Kemp Road, St.

James Road, the Five Pound

Lot, etc., all known PLP

strongholds. I started to say

something and the PM

responded, "I said there will

be no discussion" and the

meeting ended.

It was clearly gerryman-

dering. I didn't cry about it, I

faced facts, either not nomi-

nate or fight it. Discussing it

with my team we decided to

fight it. We did and we won.

It had been a PLP strong-

hold. My philosophy always

was that you were a PLP or

FNM only until the Polls

closed on election day. After

that you became one people,

one constituency.

After winning I saw what

was needed and moved in to

accomplish it. I started food

programs, after school class-

es, and with the help of a few

friends I personally built a

new house for a paraplegic

whose leg had been amputat-

ed. She, by the way, was a

PLP and had voted against

me!

I fell in love with the peo-

ple of the new constituency.

Rather than it being my

downfall, which was planned

by some, it became the most

invigorating experience of

my political life. And so now

I say thank you to those who

tried to destroy me.

"He/she/it" would have

you believe that gerryman-

dering was a UBP thing. It is

wrong but it is not exclusive

to the UBP. It is used in the

USA; it was used by the PLP;

it was used by the FNM.

Buying votes is also

wrong, but it was not exclu-

sive to the UBP. It is done in

the USA; it was done by the

PLP; it was done by the

FNM.

Many times boundaries cut

through houses, one bedroom

in one constituency the other

in another constituency. 

But people, not lines, vote.

"He/she/it" must have been

sleeping lately or has "head in

sand" syndrome. 

So to indicate that it was

only the UBP who used these

tactics is dishonest and

wrong. 

When you enter the race,

you accept the ground rules.

In the USA the person who

gets the most votes in the

Electoral College becomes

President, thus Donald

Trump not Hillary Clinton

won the recent US election.

In The Bahamas, the Party

which has the most seats in

the House of Assembly

becomes the Government and

is the Majority to Rule.

In 1962 women were given

the right to vote. That is

known as Universal Suffrage. 

Rather than declaring

January 10th Majority Rule

day, the big day should be in

November when women

were allowed to vote.

Again the PLP claims to

have been the champion of

the women's right to vote.

Not true. I remember as a

teenager (and long before the

PLP was formed) people like

Mrs. Mary Ingraham and a

group of women meeting and

agitating for the women's

right to vote. Some were big

supporters and constituents of

Sir Stafford Sands. It is true

the PLP jumped on the band-

wagon, but it is not true that

they created the wagon!!

It is true that someday a

white, brown or yellow per-

son will lead the Party which

wins the majority of seats in

the House of Assembly, but to

say that it was the PLP's posi-

tion is simply not true.

I have faith in the young

Bahamians who are learning

and preaching that colour

does not matter, and these

same young people will

ensure that the colour card

will be buried never to enter

Bahamian politics again.

Although I did not support

them, I was very impressed

that the PLP under the leader-

ship of the Rt. Honourable

Perry Christie fielded a num-

ber of young white candi-

dates in the last election.

I have always found Perry

Christie to be a decent man.

He was, in my opinion, not a

very successful Prime

Minister, but that does not

mean he is not a decent man.

Now that Brave Davis is

leading the PLP, I think you

will see emphasis placed

more on quality of the candi-

date than anything else. For

the country's sake, I hope.

BY PIErrE V. L. dUPUCH
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NEMA BEGiNS disaster
Awareness Month at Church

The National Emergency Management Agency, NEMA,

kicked off a month of activities in order to remind the public of

the need to be prepared for any disaster, natural or manmade.

On Sunday, June 3, 2018 the national church service was

held at New Providence Community Church on Blake Road,

where members of the national disaster consultative committee

worshiped along with Prime Minister Dr. the Hon. Hubert A.

Minnis and his wife Patricia, both members of that church.

Prime Minister Dr. the Hon. Hubert Minnis has declared the

Month of June, “Disaster Preparedness Month,” as NEMA is

strongly urging the public to do their part as reflected in its

theme: “Be Disaster Resilient.  Be Prepared.”

Captain Stephen Russell noted that NEMA has moved to

focus on comprehensive disaster management, in keeping with

regional and international protocols and best practices.

However, the public is being reminded that the Hurricane

Season is June 1 to November 30.

A number of public relations activities are being planned to

bring about a new sense of awareness. They are:

* SUnDAY, JUnE 3

National Church Service 11am

New Providence Community Church, Blake Road;

* FRIDAY, JUnE 8 

9am – 4pm

National Hurricane Readiness Table Top Exercise;

* THURSDAY, JUnE 14

Community Walk-about in areas impacted by Hurricane

Matthew 2016

5pm-7pm;

* JUnE 11 – 21

Community Presentations on Disaster Mitigation and

Preparedness;

* SATURDAY, JUnE 23

Exhibition at NEMA, Gladstone Road

10am – 7pm;

* SATURDAY, JUnE 30

Community Fun, Run, Walk

6:30am; and,

* June 4-29

Media Blitz: Radio, TV, And Social Media.

The Colorado State University Tropical Meteorology

Project Outlook has predicted that this year, the 2018 Atlantic

Hurricane Season calls for 14 named storms, 7 hurricanes and

3 at category 3 or higher.

The 2018 storm names: Alberto, Beryl, Chris, Debby,

Ernesto, Florence, Gordon, Helene, Isaac, Joyce, Kirk, Leslie,

Michael, Nadine, Oscar, Patty, Rafael, Sara, Tony, Valerie and

William.

4 The National Emergency Management Agency, NEMA, kicked off a month of activities in order to remind the 
public of the need to be prepared for any disaster, natural or manmade. On Sunday, June 3, 2018 the national 
church service was held at the New Providence Community Church on Blake Road. Prime Minister Dr. the Hon. 
Hubert A. Minnis and his wife, Patricia, were also in attendance. Pictured is Captain Stephen Russell, Director of 

NEMA greeting the Prime Minister and his wife as they arrive for the service. (BiS Photos/raymond a. Bethel Sr.)

4 The National Emergency Management Agency, NEMA, kicked off a month of activities in order to 
remind the public of the need to be prepared for any disaster, natural or manmade. On Sunday, June 3, 

2018 the national church service was held at the New Providence Community Church on Blake Road. Prime 
Minister Dr the Hon Hubert A Minnis and his wife Patricia, were also in attendance. Pictured from left are: 

Captain Stephen Russell, Director of NEMA; Prime Minister Minnis; Mrs. Patricia Minnis; Caroline Turnquest, 
Bahamas Red Cross and Trevor Basden, Director, the Bahamas Department of Meteorology.
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Minister pintard
Welcomed all to 

cat island rake-n-
Scrape Festival

4 artHUr'S toWn, Cat island -- Minister of Youth,
Sports and Cuture the Hon. Michael Pintard welcomed all
to the Cat Island Rake-n-Scrape Festival in Arthur's Town,

May 31 to June 2. (BiS Photos/Kemuel Stubbs)

ARTHUR'S TOWN, Cat island – Minister of

Youth, Sports and Culture the Hon. Michael

Pintard said that his Ministry was committed to

collaborating with the Cat Island rake-n-Scrape

Festival committee in ensuring that each year the

product improves and enlarges the reach of

Bahamian artists, artisans and chefs beyond the

boundaries of Cat Island and The Bahamas. 

“In our view, Cat Island ought to be the rake-

N-Scrape capital of the world,” Minister Pintard

said, referring to the event that he officially

opened on May 31, 2018, in Arthur's Town, Cat

Island. Also joining the Minister from his Ministry

for the Festival was Percy "Vola" Francis, accom-

panied by Cat Island Family Island Administrator

Neil Campbell.  Earlier that day, the trio interacted

with organizers, vendors, performers and atten-

dees.  

“The most significant rake-N-Scrape artists

should participate in this festival and out of the

festival should emerge new rake-N-Scrape per-

formers. The sights, sounds and tastes of Cat

Island ought to be on full display and packaged

for ongoing sale on island and exported year

round.” Minister Pintard said that various artists’

music, flour cakes, miniatures of Mt. Alvernia, salt

packages, artwork of the blue holes or planta-

tions, jams and jellies from various islands, fruits,

soaps and candles manufactured on island,

baked Cat Island crabs and countless other

delights can be produced to better brand the

island and revive the economy. 

He noted that Cat island had produced cultur-

al icons, pioneering educators, renowned pastors

and a global actor such as Sir Sidney Poitier. “As

a descendant of Cat Island, I’m proud of our her-

itage, brilliance and indomitable spirit of our peo-

ple,” Minister Pintard stated. 

“This Festival provides the backdrop against

which we can explore our heritage and eco-

tourism; thereby increasing room inventory, occu-

pancy, sea arrivals and airlift."  He continued that

the proposed clean up and signage on heritage

and eco-sites are indications of the Government’s

commitment, and his Ministry will work in partner-

ship with the Member of Parliament, local govern-

ment officials and residents to make the transfor-

mation a reality. (BiS Photos/Eric Rose)

BY ErIC rOSE

Minister Pintard Meets Stakeholders at
Rake-N-Scrape Festival in Cat Island
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