
a l l  t h e  N e W S  y O U  N e e D  t O  r e a D  i N  t h e  M O r N i N G

thUrSDay - JUNe 14th, 2018vOl. 30 - NO. 169 75 ceNtS

Shop at Standard 
ServICeS where you 

could get 20% off 
Houseware, linen, 

lamps and draperies.
and much, much more

Shirley & Church Street 
Phone: 322-4635

StaNDarD
ServiceS 

SUpplieS ltD.

DEAN &  ASSOCIATES PROFESSIONAL
INSURANCE AGENTS & BROKERS

“Meeting Your Needs Efficiently and Professionally”

BUilDingS (coMMeRcial & ReSiDential)

liFe - gRoUp - MeDical - 

annUitieS - liaBilitY - MaRine - 

hoMeoWneRS - aUto

tel: (242)-356-0986 Fax: (242)-356-0987

Deal’s plaza, Mackey Street

p.o. Box cB-13952 nassau, Bahamas

8:30am - 4:30pm

“Crime Problem Bigger
Than Police”

ith the country’s

murder count

i n c r e a s i n g ,

Minister of

National Security

Marvin Dames

said that the Royal Bahamas Police

Force is doing all that they can “dealing

with decades of neglect that has mani-

fested itself over time”. 

Speaking with reporters outside the

House of Assembly yesterday, Mr.

Dames said that he had met with the

Acting Commissioner of Police,

Emrick Seymour, and his team in an

extensive meeting on the force’s strate-

gy and what they intend to roll out to

address a recent spate of shootings. 

“As it relates to investigations, their

progress,  I’m extremely pleased with

the work they’re doing in relations to

these most recent matters

“I think we need to be cognizant of

the fact that crime is a very dynamic

business. Its foolhardy  for us to think

that overnight this stuff is going to total-

ly disappear. 

“We’re still on schedule.

Any murder is one too many,

but up to this point last year

we had some 69 homicides,

we’re still in the forties, so

there is still that significant

drop; but as I noted to the

Acting Commissioner and his

team, that over the last few

weeks there is a level of con-

cern as to what are we doing

as an organization to address

those,” Mr. Dames said.  

By LIcec BaStIan
Journal Staff Writer

WW
4 Minister of National Security Marvin

Dames (Journal file photo)g See than police / page 2...

Gov’t to 
Sue Over
Education

Loans

The Ministry of

Education is taking legal

action against Bahamian stu-

dents  who have failed to pay

off their education loans.

The government was

depending on reviving the

Education Loan Authority

this year, but it is likely that

will  not  happen because of

the current outstanding

loans.

According to Education

Minister Jeffrey Lloyd,

approximately $100 million

has yet to be collected.

He said, “in 2016 the gov-

ernment gave an incentive

that was to run for twelve

months. It was designed to

address the delinquency  and

rewards  to those borrowers

who were paying. This was

grace period to which no

interests would be applied to

the loans. 

By Berthony McDerMott
Journal Staff Writer

4 Minister of 
Education, Jeffrey Lloyd
(Journal file photo)

g See gov’t to SUe / page 2...

Ministry of tourism Stepping Up their Game
UB high performing 

BUsiness gradUates of class
of 2018 meet pm minnis

4 UB high performing Bachelor of Business Administration graduates of the 
class of 2018 paid a courtesy call on Prime Minister, Dr. the Hon. Hubert Minnis 
on June 7 at Cabinet Office, Churchill Building.  Secretary to the Cabinet Camille 
Johnson, and First Assistant Secretary Donette Williamson were in attendance. 

The UB Graduates, pictured, are: Angelique Butler -- BBA, Finance; Gail Symonette 
-- BBA Economics & Finance; Ferrjuante McPhee -- BBA Economics & Finance; 

and Ashley Murray -- BBA, Finance. (BIS Photo/Yontalay Bowe)

The  Director General of

the Ministry of Tourism Joy

Jibrilu said yesterday that the

industry intends to up its

game in the wake of the

pending rise in Value Added

Tax (VAT). 

Ms. Jibrilu pointed out

that The Bahamas is consid-

ered a high cost destination

unlike its competitors to the

south that are primarily all

inclusive.

The Bahamian Tourism

Industry’s will be making

plans to primarily focus on

providing top notch customer

service to ensure that guests

appreciate paying that pretty

penny. 

Mrs. Jibrilu said, “we just

have to be sure that when we

increase it, we give better

value for money.” 

She said that experience

has shown her that when peo-

ple get great value or great

service, they don’t mind pay-

ing a few extra dollars. 

On the other end of the

spectrum, if guests are over

charged, complaints are guar-

anteed.

The Director General also

said that negotiations are

underway to organize direct

flights from the United States

into the Family Islands. 

She said that Marsh

Harbour, Abaco  already has

direct air lift from Charlotte,

North Carolina and Atlanta,

Georgia.

Exuma currently has

direct air lift from all over the

United States. 

She added, “the growth

has been exponential. We’ve

seen I think Marsh Harbour

has grown by 32 per cent;

Eleuthera has grown by 28

per cent and it’s because now

we’re negotiating for those

islands and not just for

Nassau.”

By Leah cooper
Journal Staff Writer

4 Director General 
of the Ministry of 
Tourism Joy Jibrilu

(Journal file photo)

g See Stepping Up / page 2...

Discussions Underway For New Morgue

The Minister of Health  Doctor

Duane Sands says   discussions  are

underway for  a new national  morgue

at the Princess Margret Hospital.

The increasing number of homi-

cides  along  with the other bodies

already occupying space at the

morgue, resulted  in the need for a

new medical examiners  facility.

Dr.  Sands said, “obviously we

would hope that this violence prob-

lem is turned around completely and

that we see the backside of it and that

we watch a steady reduction in vio-

lence;  but in the meantime,  even as

we hope and pray for a change,   we

have to deal with what we have.

We’ve got to claim the problem and

deal with it.”

In the latest spate of violence,

shortly after 5:00pm  on Tuesday,

police responded to Cox Street, Fox

Hill, after receiving information that

two men had been shot.

One of the men was killed. 

According to eye witnesses,  a

group of men were sitting under a tent

in front of a home, when a silver vehi-

cle pulled up. 

The occupants of this vehicle

opened fire on the men, injuring two

of them, before speeding off. 

Paramedics were called to the

scene, attempted to revive one of the

men, but were unsuccessful. 

He was pronounced dead on the

scene. The second victim was trans-

ported to hospital, where he is listed

in critical condition. Investigations

are ongoing. 

Then shortly after 8am yesterday, a

male was at Martin Close off

Cowpen Road when  he got into an

argument with another male who

pulled a firearm from  his waist and

shot him before  running away. The

injured man was taken to hospital and

is listed in stable condition.

Dr. Sands expects to highlight the

Princess Margret and Rand Memorial

Hospital’s Accident and Emergence

figures during his contribution to the

2018/2019 budget  today.

By Berthony McDerMott
Journal Staff Writer
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She also noted that devel-

opment is taking place now

on the Family Islands as a

result of the growing desire to

visit these islands. 

Mrs. Jibrilu said, “That’s

how The Bahamas will grow.

That’s what will contribute to

our success, and that’s what

we want to see more of.”

The Director General, who

addressed reporters  on the

sideline of day two of the

Caribbean Aviation Meetup,

also called on Bahamians to

find new entrepreneurial and

development opportunities to

create an authentic Bahamian

experience that would further

improve the local tourism

product.
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Mr. Dames added that the force has

fine-tuned their strategy and stated that at

an appropriate time the police will reveal

what they are doing. 

“They are increasing their patrols in

those targeted areas. They are identifying

those persons they believe responsible

and now moving after them. Yesterday

[Tuesday] you would have seen, during

the press conference, any number of pic-

tures rolled out. The police are solving

these matters and so it’s a problem much

bigger than the police,” Mr. Dames said.

When pressed on the action taken

against alleged criminals when arrested

and taken to court, Mr. Dames said that

the police can only move forward with

the evidence they collect, stating  that

they cannot speculate whether the alleged

criminal is gang affiliated. 

“Police officers are taking young men

to court every day, let’s not make this a

police issue. They can only go with the

evidence that they have before them. 

“I am very pleased with what they

intend to roll out to address this most

recent spate in shootings. They have

made significant inroads, they have a few

of these matters that are nearing comple-

tion. You are going to have periods where

these matters occur. The key is not to lay

down and give up, it’s what do the Royal

Bahamas Police Force do to respond to

this most recent spate in shooting and

they have convinced me that they have a

plan.  I have every confidence that that

plan will be executed successfully and

let’s wait and see.

“We don’t have a perfect criminal jus-

tice system and we’re working as a gov-

ernment to correct that. We’re working to

speed up cases within the courts; we’re

working to improve the efficiency of the

law enforcement; we’re working to bring

all of the relevant ministerial departments

together in unison to become more effec-

tive and to assist communities.

“Those are medium and long-term

solutions that we are beginning to roll

out, but we must also understand that this

did not happen overnight,” Mr. Dames

said. 

Mr. Dames added that the country,

must work together with the police to

address the issues. 

“Police understand their role. They

intend to execute that to the best of their

abilities. There will be times, and we’re in

those times now. It’s just over the last few

weeks we have had a number of shoot-

ings, unfortunately persons have died in

the process, but rest assure that the police

will respond within the framework of the

law to ensure that Bahamians are safe. 

“I make no apologies for that and as

we continue to do, we send the message

out loud and clear, to everyone, in every

community that you live a peaceful,

respectful and a lawful life, if you fail to

do that we will find you,” Mr. Dames

said. 

On Tuesday police responded to three

separate homicides in less than 24 hours.

“During this twelve-month period, borrowers who

wished  to pay off their loans in full would settle their

loans by repaying the principle only and all interest and

related charges would be forgiven. To date,  498 out of

some 5,000 have paid off their loans through the incen-

tive program.

“However sad to say, the authorities had to initiate

action against stubbornly delinquent borrowers who

have refused every effort at an amicable solution, ” said

Mr. Lloyd.

The remaining 4,502 persons who have not paid their

loans,  have  caused  thousands of the country’s students

to miss out on  opportunities  to get financial assistance.  

The minister  said  that there are hundreds of students

who  graduate every year,  who do not have the financial

means to continue their tertiary education pursuits. 

Many of these students are turned away because the

ministry does not have sufficient funds in the scholarship

division. 

The ministry receives some 5,000 applicants every

year for scholarships,  but are only able to give out 561

scholarships.

The minister also expressed his concern over those

persons who open schools and are unfortunately unqual-

ified to do so, saying that they are a danger to society. 

“I have visited some of these places and there is

unspeakable disgrace and nastiness. It is our responsibil-

ity to see that something is done about that and we are

more than happy to assist them in becoming qualified,

the minister said.     

“Crime Problem Bigger Than Police”
Gov’t to 
Sue Over
Education

Loans

MiNiStry OF tOUriSM
SteppiNG Up their GaMe
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THE MOST UNIQUE SHOW ON RADIO

DON’T MISS IT

4 Mini Crab Cakes with Goat Pepper Aioli & Orange Glaze, and 
Four Cheese Spinney Lobster Mac & Cheese (in the bowl).

4 Coconut and Soursop Crème Brûlée.

The Bahamian Culinary

team emerged as victors at

the recent Annual Caribbean

Tourism Week New York's

Rum and Rhythm event

The Rum and Rhythm

event featured two Culinary

Competitions, and two

Mixologist Competitions.  In

each category, professional

judges decided on a winner

and those in attendance at the

event decided on a second

winner.  

In both competitions,

Culinary and Mixology, The

Islands Of The Bahamas was

the winner of "The People's

Choice".

Rum and Rhythm is one

of the highlights of the

Annual Caribbean Tourism

Week in New York, which

showcases the best of

Caribbean tourism and is

touted as, "...a magical cul-

tural journey through the

Caribbean“.   Rum and

Rhythm is also a highly com-

petitive event and showcases

cuisine prepared by

Caribbean celebrity chefs

and cocktails concocted by

popular mixologists, from a

wide array of Caribbean

nations.

The Bahamian Culinary

Team at this year's event

included Chef Kevyn Pratt,

Mixologist Marv

Cunningham and Assistant

Chef Rache Josey.  

The dishes that won the

hearts and votes of those in

attendance included Mini

Crab Cakes with Goat

Pepper Aioli and Orange

Glaze, and Four Cheese

Spinney Lobster Mac &

Cheese (in the bowl) with a

Coconut and Soursop Crème

Brûlé desert as well as Fever

Grass Marinated Pineapple

Dumplings and Mango

Reduction.

Captivating the taste of

the attendees to win The

People's Choice Mixologist

Contest was a drink of

"Smoked Pinewood

Tamarind Rum Sour."  

DeAnne Gibson of The

Bahamas Ministry of

Tourism, Nassau, escorted

the culinary group to New

York.

The Bahamas Is The People’s
Choice At Caribbean Tourism’s

Rum and Rhythm 2018
n Bahamas culinary team wins two people's 

choice awards at caribbean tourism 
organization's culinary event in new York

4 Chef Kevyn Pratt & Assistant Chef Rache Josey
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FREEPORT, GRand

Bahama – Deputy Prime

Minister and Minister of

Finance, the Hon. K. Peter

Turnquest carefully explained

and fielded questions about

the budget that is being debat-

ed in the House of Assembly

during a town meeting on

Saturday, June 9.

Held at Calvary Temple

Church, a cross-section of

residents in Grand Bahama

turned up for the three-hour

town meeting that encom-

passed a presentation by the

Deputy Prime Minister as

well as Financial Secretary,

Marlon Johnson.

During his presentation,

the Deputy Prime Minister

said the budget is one that is

important to all Bahamians as

it explains how the govern-

ment is managing the funds

collected through taxes, and

how those funds are being or

will be spent.

While successive govern-

ments have under-budgeted

resulting in an accumulation

of unpaid bills, the govern-

ment, he said, has taken the

position of getting the coun-

try’s finances in order as it is

“the responsible thing to do.” 

Mr. Turnquest explained

that while there have been

budgetary cuts in many areas,

there are also programmes

being put in place to assist

Bahamians to empower them-

selves. He mentioned free

education so that residents

may learn a skill and the

funding for small businesses.

The budget, he said, gives

residents self-empowerment

so that they will not have to

be beholden to anyone.

The government will be in

a position to give reductions

in customs and excise duties

once the fiscal house is in

order. Noting that he is aware

of what the increase in VAT

will do to residents, the

Deputy Prime Minister

added, “our Government was

elected to do what is right for

the welfare of the country and

not to do what is politically

expedient or politically popu-

lar.”

Among those in attendance

were: Minister of State for

Grand Bahama, Senator the

Hon. J. Kwasi Thompson;

Parliamentary Secretary in

the Office of the Prime

Minister, Pakesia Parker-

Edgecombe; former

Ambassador Maurice Moore;

and President of the Grand

Bahama Chamber of

Commerce, Mick Holding.

Deputy Prime Minister

Turnquest is also scheduled to

make a presentation on the

budget at the Grand Bahama

Chamber of Commerce on

Friday, June 15 at 12:30 p.m.

a4 the Bahama Journal
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Bahamasair Going Cashless

The country’s national airline’s

Managing Director Tracy Cooper  yester-

day announced that  Bahamasair  will be

seeking to make all of their transactions

cashless as early as the end of the year. 

Mr. Cooper said that  Bahamasair fol-

lowed in the footsteps of American Airlines

which began this initiative in Miami with

intentions to continue this trend in the

Lynden Pindling International Airport. 

He said, “ persons are kind of skittish

when they know people have money,  the

try to take it away from them at times and

to take away that temptation is a good thing

for  the airline.”

He added, “ you have cash leakage from

time to time and it’s just better when you

don’t have to worry about handling cash.”

Mr. Cooper also said that Bahamasair is

currently working with several local indus-

try partners to ensure a smooth transition

from cash to plastic.

He said, “obviously we don’t want to

provide a shock to the traveling public. So,

we want to make sure that as we do it,  we

advise the travelling public what is happen-

ing;  how to have  then use their funds in

the new system, and once we’re comfort-

able and the public is okay with that, we

will do a full change.” 

The Managing Director said that the

company already “soft started” the initia-

tive in Fort  Lauderdale, Florida. 

He admitted that they are still working

through some of the logistics. 

By Leah cooper
Journal Staff Writer

4 Minister Turnquest is shown addressing residents, and with Financial Secretary Marlon Johnson during question and answer segment. (BIS Photo/andrew Miller)

By roByn aDDerLey

cross-section of Freeport residents
turn out to town meeting on the Budget
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For the record, we confirm our complete and

utter rejection of the Ministry of Finance’s pro-

posals made as regards the imposition of an

intended sliding scale rate of tax measures

aimed at Web Shop operators.

In addition, we totally reject any and all argu-

ments and verbiage which would have the

Bahamian people believe that private citizen

spending on gaming-related activities is some-

how or the other more sinful than money spent

[and not sufficiently taxed known-killers such as

alcohol, cocaine and any number of other so-

called recreational drugs!

and thus, we totally reject any and all efforts

aimed at justifying kill-quick taxes aimed at so-

called Web Shops and their operators.

In this regard, then, we note as follows: --

the Bahamas Gaming operators association,

the sector body, intensified its fight against the

Minnis administration’s new ‘sliding scale’ tax

structure by producing a study showing that the

main casualties of the so-called “wipe out” will

be ordinary Bahamians - its employees and

patrons.

Indeed, we also agree with Gavin hamilton

when he claims that, the Government’s  tax

‘grab’ will generate much less than the $35 mil-

lion anticipated revenue increase while produc-

ing unintended consequences counter to the

intent behind the sector’s 2015 ‘legalization’.

It is also salutary to note  that:--Mr.

hamilton’s report, ‘review of the Gaming

house operator (amendment) regulations

2018’, said the revised tax structure would

place the Bahamas’ gaming industry as “among

the highest taxed” in the world.

of note, therefore is that truth where: --

During the budget debate, ministers have tried

to make a case for the tax increase on the sec-

tor, despite the possible loss of 2,000 jobs, as

foreshadowed by gaming house operators.

this is both concerning and alarming!

But for sure, alarm or not, we vividly recall

how in the heady aftermath of his party’s great

General elections slew of victories,  a then and

there in that moment, Dr. Minnis confessed: --

“…the work of government is hard and difficult,

especially when trying to make fundamental

changes, with limited financial resources and

constraints…”

By definition, this is absolutely true; but by

the same token, it is also naught but good

sense for any and all who would make progress

– even if only of the incremental species – to

make every effort to find what some describe as

the via media; namely that fine place where

brethren agree to really listen to each other---

thus making space for compromise tinged with

good will!

here lies that road to fair-play and equity.

Sadly, the current administration seems to

have adopted an attitude suggestive of the con-

clusion that they know best what is best for

everybody; which precisely explains how the

Minnis administration is being roiled by that

dread excrescence when support seems grudg-

ing and when opposition is stridently confident.

In this regard, take especial note of how one

cabinet Minister frames, parses and phrases

his admiration for web-shop impresarios as he,

the hon. elsworth n. Johnson explains: -- Web

shop owners] have built an industry… and in

some respects, then, they should be commend-

ed…”

Interestingly, [and au contraire]: -- Some of

his colleagues are far more direct, blunt and to

the point in their principled opposition to what

he and his cabinet-level colleagues now pro-

pose to do as they lay on the taxes, moving for-

ward!

and thus, we report as follows: -- For better

or worse, there is an active breed of opposition

[albeit miniscule at this time]  who are members

of the Free national Movement] who are stand-

ing in dramatic opposition to their leaders and

other mighty ones now in high command of

pomp and power in this deeply troubled place.

the reference we make is to centreville’s

reece chipman, pine ridge’s Frederick

Mcalpine and Golden Isles’ Vaughan Miller.

these three men are in rank and fiercely

defiant opposition to the current administra-

tion’s proposed Vat [tax increase] Schemes

and plans.

In stark contrast, we now find Minister of

State for Legal affairs elsworth Johnson who

recently claimed – albeit minus evidence – that:

--  the government’s decision to increase taxes

on gaming house operators offsets the social

costs associated with gambling addiction.

We heartily disapprove of this way of doing

the people’s business in a time they [once

upon a time] blithely described as the peo-

pLe’S tIMe! 

WEB SHOP EQUITy

Great God from Zion: --

These are surely some very

mean-times and whiles!

May Heaven help us all.

Police say it appears that

two men approached the offi-

cer, who was sitting in his

vehicle parked near the securi-

ty booth at the school when an

altercation occurred.

The man was subsequently

shot.

and SO IT GOES as

Minister Marvin Dames

insists: -- Murders continue to

trend downward… [and that]

CLEaRLY: -- Bahamians

have absolutely no reason to

feel unsafe in the country.

ThORnE Clarke, 22, was

left paralyzed from the chest

down after being shot in the

back by police while driving

on Wilson Tract.

The former accounting

major at The College of The

Bahamas said he still has no

idea why officers pulled him

over or why they “felt the

need to shoot him.” 

minister marvin dames

insists: --- murders continue

to trend downward… [and

that] CLEaRLY:---

Bahamians have absolutely

no reason to feel unsafe in

the country.

and not to be outdone in the

police-claims department, I

read as follows: ---

Shanta Knowles issued an

assurance to Bahamians last

night that there is, “no need

for alarm,” and that the

Royal Bahamas Police Force

is doing all it can to ensure

safety to all Bahamians.

ThORnE Clarke, 22, was

left PaRaLYZEd from the

chest down after being shot

in the back by police while

driving on Wilson Tract.

The former accounting

major at The College of The

Bahamas said he still has no

idea why officers pulled him

over or why they “felt the

need to shoot him.”

Police say it appears that

two men approached the offi-

cer, who was sitting in his

vehicle parked near the securi-

ty booth at the school when an

altercation occurred.

The man was subsequently

shot.

E m e r g e n c y

Medical Services arrived on

the scene and pronounced the

man dead.

Two men were shot and

killed within hours of each

other taking the country’s

murder count to 45 today.

According to police, short-

ly after 4:30 a.m. Tuesday,

gunshots were heard in the

Yellow Elder area. Police

responded to find a security

officer at A. F. Adderley Junior

High School was shot and

killed.

Police say it appears that

two men approached the offi-

cer, who was sitting in his

vehicle parked near the securi-

ty booth at the school when an

altercation occurred.

The man was subsequently

shot.

E m e r g e n c y

Medical Services arrived on

the scene and pronounced the

man dead.

dESPITE a bloody week-

end with three homicides

recorded, National Security

Minister Marvin Dames insist-

ed murders continue to trend

downward, adding Bahamians

have absolutely no reason to

feel unsafe in the country.

Great God from Zion: --

These are surely some very

mean-times and whiles!

May Heaven help us all.

Minister Marvin Dames

insists: -- Murders continue to

trend downward… [and that]

CLEaRLY: -- Bahamians

have absolutely no reason to

feel unsafe in the country.

And thus in the same mean-

time, I read that Shanta

Knowles issued an assurance

to Bahamians last night that

there is, “no need for

alarm,” and that the Royal

Bahamas Police Force is

doing all it can to ensure

safety to all Bahamians.

Police say it appears that

two men approached the offi-

cer, who was sitting in his

vehicle parked near the securi-

ty booth at the school when an

altercation occurred.

The man was subsequently

shot.

Less than seven hours ago,

the number of homicides

jumped by one, when 36-year-

old Anthony Brice was

gunned down on Step Street,

Fox Hill last night.

Police say Brice was walk-

ing in front of his family

home when a dark

colored vehicle pulled up

beside him.

The occupants of the vehi-

cle exchanged words with

Brice and gunshots were heard

a few moments later. The cul-

prits fled the scene leaving

Brice’s lifeless body behind.

Police Press liaison Shanta

Knowles issued an assurance

to Bahamians last night that

there is, “no need for alarm,”

and that the Royal Bahamas

Police Force is doing all it can

to ensure safety to all

Bahamians.

dESPITE a bloody week-

end with three homicides

recorded, National Security

Minister Marvin Dames

insisted murders continue to

trend downward, adding

Bahamians have absolutely

no reason to feel unsafe in the

country.

ThORnE Clarke, 22, was

left paralysed from the

chest down after being shot

in the back by police while

driving on Wilson Tract.

The former accounting

major at The College of The

Bahamas said he still has no

idea why officers pulled him

over or why they “felt the

need to shoot him.” 

Shanta Knowles issued an

assurance to

Bahamians last night that

there is, “no need for

alarm,” and that the Royal

Bahamas Police Force is

doing all it can to ensure

safety to all Bahamians.

Police say it appears that

two men approached the offi-

cer, who was sitting in his

vehicle parked near the secu-

rity booth at the school when

an altercation occurred.

The man was subsequently

shot.

In the days following the

murders of a father and two

teenaged brothers, Mr. Dames

warned criminals their days

of wreaking havoc are num-

bered.

In the meanwhile---Less

than seven hours ago, the

number of homicides jumped

by one, when 36-year-old

Anthony Brice was gunned

down on Step Street, Fox Hill

last night.

Police say Brice was walk-

ing in front of his family

home when a dark

colored vehicle pulled up

beside him.

The occupants of the vehi-

cle exchanged words with

Brice and gunshots were

heard a few moments later.

The culprits fled the scene

leaving Brice’s lifeless body

behind.

Police Press liaison Shanta

Knowles issued an assurance

to Bahamians last night that

there is, “no need for alarm,”

and that the Royal Bahamas

Police Force is doing all it can

to ensure safety to all

Bahamians.

And thus please note in these

mean-times & whiles: --

ThORnE Clarke, 22, was

left PaRaLYZEd from the

chest down after being shot

in the back by police while

driving on Wilson Tract.

Great God from Zion: --

These are surely some very

mean-times and whiles!

May Heaven help us all.

The Rough Cut
By Felix F. Bethel

“…mean-times & whiles…”
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Grand Bahamians will be chosen
first to fill upcoming job openings

FREEPORT, GRand

Bahama -  Up to 60 jobs will be on

the market in the industrial sector and

Grand Bahamians have first option,

said Minister of State for Grand

Bahama in the Office of the Prime

Minister, Senator the Hon. J. Kwasi

Thompson.

During a press conference on

Monday, June 11, Minister

Thompson was pleased to announce

that Quality Services Limited will

host a job fair on Saturday, June 16

from 9 am to 1 pm, when pipe-fitters,

welders (carbon and stainless steel),

industrial electricians, instrumenta-

tion technicians, safety officers,

helpers and quality control techni-

cians all have the opportunity to be

hired for the expansion project of

PharmaChem. 

“Today we see steps forward in

our industrial sector which has con-

tinued to remain strong despite the

challenges in our economy.

“Recently the Prime Minister,”

said Minister Thompson, “toured the

180 million expansion project at

PharmaChem. This project will now

proceed into its next phase. It should

be noted that PharmaChem is the

only Pharmaceutical Company in the

Bahamas offering these kinds of serv-

ices. The continuation of this invest-

ment shows the confidence this com-

pany has in the future of Grand

Bahama and in the local talent that

are already employed. We are very

pleased that in this very specialized

field Bahamian contracts are receiv-

ing a significant portion of work in

this expansion project and will be

spending this money in Grand

Bahama and hiring Grand

Bahamians.”

He added, “We believe that QSL

will have no difficulties in filling

these positions with Grand

Bahamians. In addition we are also

pleased that Quality Services Ltd has

agreed to host a job fair on the 16th

June in Grand Bahama to allow for

the widest participation as possible.

We invite all Grand Bahamians to

take advantage of this opportunity

along with other opportunities that

are and will become available in the

near future.”

Representing Quality Services

Limited was Barry Malcolm who

noted that Quality Services has been

appointed General Contractor for

portions of the expansion project at

PharmaChem and to fill the job

vacancies, there will be the job fair on

Saturday.

Those interested in jobs should

arrive with the proper documentation

and certifications as they will be

interviewed and if they are qualified,

will be asked to be further inter-

viewed.

Minister Thompson further noted

that the economy is moving in a pos-

itive direction with the addition of the

second Bahamas Paradise Cruise ves-

sel the Grand Classica and the addi-

tional airlift from the Vacation

express. 

“We have already seen improve-

ment for taxi drivers at the Harbour

and the airport. We see interest by

Bahamians in investing and reinvest-

ing in Grand Bahama with examples

of FowlCo logistics, reopening of

Goombayland Park, expansion of

Omni Financial and Bahamas

Development Bank projects opening

up businesses. In our Tech Hub initia-

tive we have seen the introduction of

the GIBC company that has already

offered employment to 25 persons

and intend to hire another 25. We see

major investments progressing like

Grand Palm Beach Acquisitions

restarting the former Ginn project

who recently held a town meeting in

West End to unveil their plans. They

intend to begin work and hire persons

immediately after the Heads of

Agreement is completed. This work

includes the completion of infrastruc-

ture, building of the gatehouse, work

on the marina and golf course, and

ultimately construct a hotel all within

the first 14 months. And we continue

to make progress on the Grand

Lucayan deal.” 

By roByn aDDerLey

4 UPCoMInG JoB faIr – Some 60 jobs will be opened to Grand Bahamians for the expansion project of PharmaChem, as a result of Quality Services Limited receiving 
portions of the contract for the expansion work. The job fair will be held on Saturday, June 16 from 9 am to 1 pm and those interested are asked to bring the relevant 
paperwork, including Bahamian issued identification. Shown from left are: Omar Isaacs, Investment Officer, OPM; Shamine Johnson, Investment Officer, OPM; Olivia 
Blatch, attorney, Investment Unit, OPM; Harcourt Brown, Permanent Secretary, OPM; Minister of State for Grand Bahama in the Office of the Prime Minister, Senator 

the Hon. J. Kwasi Thompson; Barry Malcolm, consultant, Quality Services Ltd.; and Oliva Blatch, Human Resources, Quality Services Ltd. (BIS Photo/andrew Miller)
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UrBan renewal CentreS StrenGtHened

TO MEET THE NEEDS OF THE PEOPLE
The empowerment needs and challenges

of people living in rural and urban spaces in

major islands will be addressed through the

establishment of urban community centres by

the government.

Social Services and Urban Development

Minister, the Hon. Lanisha Rolle said

throughout the past year the Urban Renewal

Commission has been focused on the Urban

Renewal progamme including acquiring and

training staff, refining the operational system

and strengthening its structure.

A re-launch and re-branding ceremony for

Urban Community Centres was held

Monday, June 11, 2018 at the Urban Renewal

Centre in Pinewood Gardens. Members of

Parliament, senators, representatives of

Urban Renewal and the Urban Renewal

Commission, senior government officials,

and members of the disabled community

attended the event.  Music was provided by

the Urban Renewal Band.

Minister Rolle told those gathered that

around the world countries have determined

that sustainable development goals are

dependent upon effective urban development

approaches and the government believes that

Urban Renewal programmes, social services

and other social empowerment programmes

ensure that the goals are met, that people

have equal opportunities and no person or

community is left behind.

She said the programme is intended to

ensure those who are marginalized or disad-

vantaged have equal opportunities and access

to essential services, and are able to work,

play and function in a clean and peaceful

environment.

“The Ministry of Social Services and

Urban Development through the Urban

Renewal Commission has put into action its

commitment to transforming the socio-eco-

nomic landscape of our communities and

people through urban empowerment pro-

grammes,” said Minister Rolle.

Urban Renewal centres have been renovat-

ed to provide wheelchair access to disabled

clients.

The programmes are operated by centre

managers with experience and academic

qualifications along with a staff including a

programme officer, special projects officer,

auxiliary team and inter-agency unit includ-

ing Royal Bahamas Defence Force support,

Police Community relations and Social

Services community unit.

Members of the team are undergoing train-

ing to ensure their ability to respond to urgent

needs of clients who participate in the pro-

grammes.

A volunteer unit, headed by the manager,

is also in operation at each Urban

Community Centre.  Volunteers are

processed, vetted, approved and certified.

By Kathryn caMpBeLL

4 Minister of Social Services and Urban Development, the Hon. Lanisha Rolle, 
describes new developments at today’s Urban Community Centres during a 

re-launch and re-branding ceremony held June 11, 2018 at the Urban 
Community Centre in Pinewood Gardens. (BIS Photo/derek Smith)
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