
a l l  t h e  n e W S  y O u  n e e D  t O  r e a D  I n  t h e  M O r n I n G

tueSDay - June 12th, 2018vOl. 30 - nO. 167 75 centS

Shop at Standard 
ServICeS where you 

could get 20% off 
Houseware, linen, 

lamps and draperies.
and much, much more

Shirley & Church Street 
Phone: 322-4635

StanDarD
ServIceS 

SuPPlIeS ltD.

Dean &  assOCiaTes PrOFessiOnal
insUranCe agenTs & BrOKers

“Meeting Your Needs Efficiently and Professionally”

BuildiNGS (COMMErCiAl & rESidENTiAl)

liFE - GrOuP - MEdiCAl - 

ANNuiTiES - liABiliTY - MAriNE - 

HOMEOWNErS - AuTO

Tel: (242)-356-0986 Fax: (242)-356-0987

deal’s Plaza, Mackey Street

P.O. Box CB-13952 Nassau, Bahamas

8:30am - 4:30pm

Criminal Charges
expected after WsC audit

he Board of the  Water and

Sewerage Corporation has

decided to bring criminal

charges against certain individu-

als in the wake of a  Forensic

Audit   that found what its

Chairman termed tendering and procurement

irregularities, suspected misappropriation of

assets and questionable undertakings.  

With an update in the House of Assembly

yesterday, Long Island MP, and WSC

Chairman, Adrian Gibson, publicly

announced the dismissal of WSC’s general

manager and the appointment in the person of

CPA Elwood Donaldson, an 18-year veteran

of WSC.

BY JAMEELHA MISSICK
Journal Staff Writer

TT

4 Long Island MP, and WSC Chairman,
Adrian Gibson (Journal file photo)g See ExPECTEd AFTEr WSC AudiT / page 2...

Minister To Testify
in Smith’s Trial

4 Former Member of
Parliament, Frank Smith
(Journal file photo)

4 Minister of National
Security, Marvin Dames
(Journal file photo)

The Minister of National

Security, Marvin Dames has

been ordered to appear in

the Magistrates Court

tomorrow afternoon at 2pm

to give evidence in the

bribery case of former

Member of Parliament,

Frank Smith.

The Minister is expected

to be examined by the pros-

ecution and defense attor-

neys of his alleged  involve-

ment in causing an investi-

gation to be launched and

charges brought against

Smith, a former Chairman

of the Hospitals Authority.

Smith is facing 15

charges  concerning the

solicitation of $65,000 in

bribes from  Barbara Hanna

who he is said to  have

assisted in getting a contract

for the cleaning of the

Princess Margaret Hospital.

g See MiNiSTEr TO / page 3...

Independent DPP a sign of good
governance, says Prime Minister

In keeping with his govern-

ment’s promise to appoint an

Independent Director of

Public Prosecutions, Prime

Minister, Dr. the Hon. Hubert

Minnis deemed Confirmation

of Garvin Gaskin, yesterday

as the country’s first

Independent Director of

Public Prosecutions, a sign of

a progressive society.

He made the declaration in

his address of Mr. Gaskin’s

swearing in ceremony in the

Drawing Room of

Government House. 

“We witness the very first

successfully implemented

amendment to our Nation’s

Constitution, with the confir-

mation of Mr. Garvin Gaskin,

in the new Constitutional

Office of this Nation’s first

Independent Director of

Public Prosecutions,” the

Prime Minister said.

BY LINdSAY THoMPSoN

g See PriME MiNiSTEr on PAGE 3...

4 Confirmation ceremonies of Garvin Gaskin as the country’s first Independent Director of Public Prosecutions took
place in the Drawing Room of Government House on Monday, June 11, 2018.   Mr. Gaskin is pictured, centre, with
Governor General Her Excellency Dame Marguerite Pindling, Prime Minister, Dr. the Hon. Hubert Minnis, left, and

Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs, the Hon. Carl Bethel, QC. (BIS Photo/Letisha Henderson)

Long Island 
MP Calls For

National Lottery

Long Island Member of

Parliament, Adrian Gibson

in contribution to the budget

debate  in the House of

Assembly called for the

establishment of a national

lottery. 

“The expansion and pro-

liferation of web shops

throughout the Bahamas has

caused concern, frankly, on

islands such as Long Island,

where we have 15 to 20 web

shops, local communities

have been negatively

impacted in many cases,” he

said.

“Frankly, I think that web

shop taxes could be even

higher than they are current-

ly pegged. When contrasted

to the UK and elsewhere,

these operations are being

taxed on the lower end.”

BY JAMEELHA MISSICK
Journal Staff Writer

g See MP CAllS FOr / page 2...

FNM MP SAYS POSTPONE VAT INCREASE

Another FNM MP, addressed his

concern about the increase in Value

Added Tax (VAT)  in the House of

Assembly  yesterday. 

Long Island MP, Adrian Gibson

said that while he agrees that there is

a need to increase VAT, particularly

so The Bahamas can be accepted to

The WTO, he believes the timing for

preparation was inadequate. 

“While I support the increase in

VAT and the simultaneous reduction

and eventual elimination of customs

duty on various imports, I’m con-

cerned that there wasn’t a greater

degree of public consultation and or

consultation with big business, and

or the business community, Gibson

said.

“Given the concerns being

expressed, the increase perhaps

should be postponed until the third or

even the fourth quarter, as opposed to

immediate implementation on the 1st

of July.”

The Long Island MP, said in his

constituency, he’s been faced with

many questions, and in his opinion,

this postponement would allow busi-

ness persons to organize their

accounts and their affairs. 

BY JAMEELHA MISSICK
Journal Staff Writer

g See FNM MP SAYS POSTPONE / page 2...
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“Notably, both the CFO

and the AGM for human

resources will soon be on

retirement leave and there

are additional EXCOM

reforms on the horizon, he

said.

“We have also shifted

senior managers and middle

managers for more efficient

operations at WSC. Further

we will reposition depart-

ments and place them into

their proper division,” he

added.

“The board of directors

will soon embark on a right

sizing exercise,  offering

voluntary separation pack-

ages to WSC employees.

Notably the average age for

WSC is nearly 50.”

According to Gibson, the

forensic audit was spurred

by findings that ranged from

Tendering and procurement

irregularities from RO

plants and monopolies asso-

ciated; renewal of 10 and 20

year contracts without open

bids.

In addition, there was also

i n a p p r o p r i a t e

Board/Executive manipula-

tion in the selection of ven-

dors; contracts being award-

ed to vendors who were not

selected or did not partici-

pate in the tendering

process; unusual contractual

terms; and instances where

the tender process was sim-

ply not followed.

The audit also found that

contracts were being award-

ed above the pre-approved

limits; there was a lack of

vendor diligence; companies

were being newly estab-

lished for the awarding of a

contract; there were no

standing Tenders Committee

for at least 5 years, meaning

the General Manager  gave

contracts below $100,000 by

himself.

According to the

Chairman, the board will

also pursue several lawsuits.

“The board of directors

has instructed Ferron Bethel

of Harry B Sands, to embark

upon a number of law civil

suits emanating from the

Forensic Audit report.

“Likewise, the office of

the attorney general has

been written and criminal

prosecution are anticipated

in the not too distant future.”

According to Gibson, greater regular-

ization is needed in the local gaming

industry. 

“The creation of a national lottery

would yield far greater returns that web

shops where the profits are concentrated in

the hands of a few. 

“The establishment of a national lottery

would lessen the burden on taxpayers and

assuage governmental budgetary con-

straints as it relates to road repairs, funds

for schools and government buildings,

constructing and upgrading of parks,

increase the pay of government workers

and so on all while creating a handful of

millionaires lucky enough to win a jack-

pot,” Gibson said. 

“There can be lottery tickets and scratch

cards and different types of draws, with the

jackpot being the biggest prize,” he added.

The MP said the country’s fiscal posi-

tion, calls for serious measures. 

“What the government ought to be

doing is controlling or decreasing spend-

ing with taxation, not increasing, he said. 

“We are in a much challenged fiscal

position and if/when we are downgraded,

the borrowing and accessing money will

cost us significantly more. It is time for

austerity measures.

“We must change the constitution with

respect to the Consolidated fund. It has

proven to be a black hole in which funds

are co-mingled and spent,” he added.

“We should not co-mingle our operating

account, client funds, etc. We must move

to revamp the law and distinguish between

accounts, whether that’s an account for the

lottery, for confiscated funds and/or funds

from auctioned items. 

“Beyond that, we must bite the bullet

and recognize that the public service is

oversaturated and that general orders must

be dispensed with,” said  Mr. Gibson.

Criminal Charges
expected after WsC audit

LoNG ISLANd MP CALLS
FoR NATIoNAL LoTTERY

“I spoke to Long Island business persons and

even chatted with Mr. Rupert Roberts this morning

and I can tell you that many of them feel that a brief

postponement will be more palatable.”

“There is no such thing as a free lunch, and as

we seek better infrastructure that will translate into

new opportunities in The Bahamas, to attain the

same, we must understand that the either the gov-

ernment has to raise the funds through taxation or

borrow.

“We cannot have our cake and eat it too. It is a

give and take,” he said.

“There’s a need to raise taxes of the VAT from

7.5 per cent to 12 percent, particularly given our

accession to the World Trade organization,

because the country needs supplemental taxation

to reduce legacy debt, and of course customs duty

will in large part be eliminated and or greatly

reduced, when we are slated to join the WTo in

december 2019.”

“our country can no longer survive off credit;

moving forward, I’d suggest we also implement a

debt ceiling,” he said.

FNM MP SAYS POSTPONE VAT INCREASE

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...
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As the launch of the first

Bahamas Blockchain and

Cryptocurrency Conference

is just over one week away,

Minister of State for Grand

Bahama in the Office of the

Prime Minister, Senator the

Hon. J. Kwasi Thompson

yesterday encouraged

Bahamians to get registered.

The conference, sched-

uled to be opened by Prime

Minister of The Bahamas,

Dr. the Hon. Hubert A.

Minnis, is being held from

June 20 to 22 at the Grand

Lucayan resort.  The official

opening will be held at 10:00

a.m.

Minister Thompson said

the government is pleased to

be able to host the confer-

ence. “The government has

been very focused on ensur-

ing that we progress with our

tech hub initiative. We

believe in this initiative. We

believe that this is going to

do wonders for Grand

Bahama.”

Direct benefit with this

initiative has already been

seen, he said, with the open-

ing of GIBC Digital which

has already hired 25 people

and is scheduled to hire 25

more.
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He is also alleged to have

attempted to extort another

$5,000 from Ms. Hanna.

At the end of the trial yes-

terday, the prosecution

failed to present certain doc-

uments to the satisfaction of

the presiding Magistrate

Joyann Ferguson-Pratt.

It is alleged that Minister

Dames had certain conver-

sations with the virtual com-

plainant, Mrs Hanna, before

Smith was formally

charged.

Smith is represented by

Queens Counsels  Damian

Gomez and K.D. Knight.

Minister To Testify
in Smith’s Trial

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...

Before a packed audience comprising Mrs. Odia

Gaskin and other family members, members of the legal

profession, and members of the Church of the Most Holy

Trinity, Mr. Gaskin pledged to uphold the tenets of his

post and that of the Constitution of the Commonwealth

of The Bahamas.

According to the Prime Minister, the historic (June 11,

2018) occasion marked an important advancement in

good governance and democracy in the country.

“It is an important day in the creation of a more civil

society.   It also marks another fulfillment of a promise

made to the Bahamian People during the last campaign,”

he said.

Mr. Gaskin was a Public Legal Officer serving in the

public service post of Director of Public Prosecutions;

however, as a consequence of the deeming provisions in

the Constitutional Amendment Act, passed earlier this

year by Parliament, Mr. Gaskin was confirmed under

Article 78B of the Constitution, for the period of five (5)

years.

Mr. Gaskin graduated from the University of the West

Indies, and the Norman Manley Law School of Law in

1995. He has had a long and distinguished career as a

public prosecutor, having joined the Office of the

Attorney General in 1996, after a short stint in private

practice.

“Since then he has risen through the ranks, earning a

reputation as a highly competent and effective prosecu-

tor before the Supreme Court, Court of Appeal, and the

Privy Council,” the Prime Minister noted.

Since 2015 Mr. Gaskin was appointed Acting Director

of Public Prosecutions upon the departure of the former

office holder, Mrs. Vinette Graham-Allen.

“The establishment of a constitutionally protected

office of an Independent Public Prosecutor is a praise-

worthy achievement for Bahamian democracy, as it has

the potential to mark a clear break with the past,” the

Prime Minister said.

The Prime Minister said that hopefully, the days are

over where persons, even ill-disposed persons, could

credibly suggest some kind of political influence over

the commencement, or conduct of public prosecutions.

“Hopefully, any suggestion of political influence over

prosecutions by the Executive arm of government will

now be a thing of the past,” he said.

The Constitution of The Bahamas now requires that

any policy directives given by the Attorney General to

the Director of Public Prosecutions must be in writing

and published in the Gazette for the public to see.

Independent DPP
a Sign of Good

Governance, says
Prime Minister

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...

1st Bahamas Blockchain
and Cryptocurrency

Conference a Week Away

4 UPCoMInG ConferenCe – Bahamians are urged to register for the upcoming
Blockchain and Cryptocurrency Conference being held from June 20 to 22 at 

Grand Lucayan resort. Bahamians can attend free of charge.  Shown from left are: 
Olivia Blatch, attorney, Investment Unit; Harcourt Brown, Permanent Secretary, 

OPM; Minister Thompson; Omar Isaacs, Investment Officer, OPM; and 
Shamine Johnson, Investment Officer, OPM. (BIS Photo/andrew Miller)

g See 1ST BAHAMAS / page 6...
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The former Director of

Public Prosecutions in the

Office of the Attorney

General and Ministry of

Legal Affairs, Mr. Garvin E.

Gaskin, was sworn in yester-

day  as the country’s first

Constitutionally Appointed

Independent Director of

Public Prosecutions at

Government House.

A graduate of the

University of the West Indies

(Bachelor of Laws, 1993)

and the Norman Manley Law

School (Certificate of Legal

Education, 1995) Mr. Gaskin

was admitted to the Legal

Bar of the Commonwealth of

The Bahamas in 1995. 

The Office of an

Independent Director of

Public Prosecutions was

established through A Bill for

An Act to Amend the

Constitution of The Bahamas

to provide for the

Establishment of the Office

of the Director of Public

Prosecutions and For Matters

Connected Thereto (Long

Title) that was tabled in the

House of Assembly on

Wednesday October 18,

2017. (Short Title The

Bahamas Constitution

(Amendment) Act, 2017.)

Article 78 A of The

Bahamas’ Constitution

Amendment Act, 2017,

which established the Office

of the Director of Public

Prosecutions states in

Paragraph 3 that: ''The

Director of Public

Prosecutions shall have

power in any case in which

he considers it desirable so to

do, to institute and undertake

criminal proceedings against

any person before any court

in respect of any offence

against the law of The

Bahamas; to take over and

continue any such criminal

proceedings that may have

been instituted by any other

person or authority; and to

discontinue, at any stage

before judgment is delivered,

any such criminal proceed-

ings instituted or undertaken

by himself or any other per-

son or authority."

“The Office of the DPP's

mission is to serve the public

by providing prompt, impar-

tial and integrity-based pros-

ecutorial services, built on

the foundation of the values

and principles enshrined in

the Constitution of the

Commonwealth of The

Bahamas,” DPP Gaskin said.

“The core functions of the

Office of the DPP, includes

the prosecution of those

charged by the police and

other investigative agencies

with criminal offences while

upholding, protecting and

promoting human and con-

stitutional rights.” 

Specifically, those func-

tions are: Undertaking public

prosecution of cases for-

warded by investigative

agencies including cases

taken over from private pros-

ecutors; Representing the

Crown in all criminal trials,

criminal applications and

appeals; Advising the police

and other criminal investiga-

tive and prosecutorial agen-

cies on the institution of

criminal charges; Reviewing

prosecutions to ensure that

accused persons are prose-

cuted on the right charges

before the appropriate court,

and, in collaboration with the

Office of the Attorney-

General, effecting matters

relating to international rela-

tions including extradition

and Mutual Legal Assistance

(MLA). 

Other functions include

advising Government

Ministries, Departments and

State Corporations on mat-

ters pertaining to the appli-

cation and development of

the criminal law; The for-

mulation, review and dis-

semination of Prosecution

Policy; Monitoring, train-

ing, and advising on the

appointment and

Gazettement of public pros-

ecutors; Addressing parlia-

mentary questions relating

to the administration of

prosecution services;

Addressing complaints

raised by members of the

public, watchdog

bodies/civil society and

other institutions; Providing

support for victims and wit-

nesses of offences, and

undertaking other adminis-

trative roles, as required,

relating to the efficient and

effective administration of

the criminal law.

DPP Gaskin brings a

wealth of experience to the

new post. As Director of

Public Prosecutions in the

Office of the Attorney-

General and Ministry of

Legal Affairs, he was

responsible for prosecuting

all Criminal Matters in the

Courts up to the Privy

Council; overseeing and

conducting prosecutorial

matters relating to compli-

ance (or lack thereof) with

the Financial Legislation of

December 2000, particularly

the Proceeds of Crime Act

(Money Laundering),

Financial Transactions

Reporting Act, Financial

Intelligence Unit Act, and

the Criminal Justice

(International Cooperation)

Act and also matters of

Fraud, Dangerous Drugs

and Extradition.

Mr. Gaskin served as the

Acting Director of the

Financial Intelligence Unit,

during fixed periods within

April through August 2004.

He was a Representative

Delegate of the

Commonwealth of The

Bahamas at the Financial

Action Task Force (FATF)

Plenary Meetings from

2012-2014 accompanying

the Attorney General of the

Commonwealth of The

Bahamas at all of the said

meetings as the Chief

Technical Expert.

a4 The Bahama Journal
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Garvin Gaskin Sworn In 
as First Independent DPP

4 Garvin E. Gaskin was sworn in Monday, June 11, 2018 as the country’s first Constitutionally Appointed Independent
Director of Public Prosecutions.  Pictured at the ceremony at Government House are from left: Prime Minister, Dr. 

the Hon. Hubert Minnis, Governor General Her Excellency Dame Marguerite Pindling, Garvin Gaskin, Mrs. Odia Gaskin,
and Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs, the Hon. Carl Bethel, QC. (BIS Photo/Yontalay Bowe)

g See SWOrN iN AS / page 7...
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In what must now seem a most curious

inversion of politics in this time of economic

challenge there is no end of anecdotal evi-

dence suggestive of the conclusion that the

current administration now finds itself smack

dab in the middle of a mess.

And whilst we hear-say all of that newest

fluff as to how they who now believe that what

they have on their hands in nought but a fis-

cal crisis which-all things considered they

view as being on the order of the existential!

Mr. davis during a press conference fol-

lowing the budget presentation, said that what

was presented reaffirmed his belief. “…There

is no doubt, and it is very scary. I share the

view of my colleagues that the competence of

this government has to be called into

account…”

And thus: -- With but a rump of four mem-

bers in the Honourable House of Assembly,

the Progressive Liberal Party soldiers under

what must now seem a Herculean mission

and moment.

And thus today, we can report that – as

regards the proposed VAT levy – that time

and history-honoured party indicates that: --

[They] will oppose these [VAT] taxes and vig-

orously defend the Bahamian people against

the FNM whose self-interest and political sur-

vival have caused them to abandon any pre-

tence of it being the ‘people’s time

In truth, then: -- Whilst the current adminis-

tration routinely claims that it is not following

either the dictate or for that matter, any of that

institution’s technical advice, we are inclined

to agree with opinion suggestive of the con-

clusion that the current administration’s VAT

tack is curiously congruent with IMF prescrip-

tions and unsolicited advice.

As the IMF currently advises: -- Fiscal con-

solidation needs to focus on reducing current

expenditure. Efforts should focus on: i) trim-

ming the wage bill; ii) turning state-owned

enterprises (SoE’s) self-sufficient; and iii)

reforming the unsustainable civil servants’

pension system, by moving to a contributory

regime in the near term and to a defined-con-

tribution scheme in the medium term.

For our part, then, we are of the view that:

-- If the Bahamians are ever to get up from

under any of the more onerous aspects of a

reordered and reconfigured value added tax

regime, they should –as a matter of their own

safely considered deliberation – look in and

declare their way forward, onward and

upward in a new world order where each and

every one is guaranteed presence and

capacity.

This can only succeed if and when the

Bahamian economy is put on a safer footing!

And thus, today we note as follows: -- For

as long as we can or dare remember the

Bahamas has – in recent times – been able

to face-down any number of issues, policies

and projects where they were concerned –

for the most part – with a view to providing

real aid and comfort to the so-called sufferers

in the serried ranks of the so-called middle

classes.

It is also evident that: -- once upon a time,

the Nassau Institute posed a most interesting

rhetorical question which – as public disgust

rises in response to the government’s

attempted volte face on the Value Added Tax.

As they framed the issue at hand: --

“…With the tax burden resting heavily on so

few businesses in the private sector, to pile

more taxes on them, in the name of tax and

fiscal policy reform, is to risk endangering

their survival and sending more consumers

to the Florida economy, exacerbating unem-

ployment and government income. Then

what?

This, then, is the sixty-four thousand dollar

question!

The answer to this query is simple, direct

and to the point which is that all parties doing

any kind of business in the Bahamas will

come up against a proposed state authorized

levy which might well run them out of the

market.

Simply put, therefore, the current adminis-

tration would do well to seriously reconsider

their tentative budgetary decision with a view

to doing the math inherent in fobbing of Peter

in order to satisfy Paul.

This is surely indicative of a summing up

of the matter where – for want of any better

conclusion—we are obliged to suggest that

the current administration would be well-

advised to stand down from their currently

high VAT perch!

VaT---Then--WhaT?

The 2018 series salutes fashion

mogul Peter Nygård’s Golden

Jubilee detailing his rags to riches

story and incredible business suc-

cess over these past fifty years. The

Clifton Review will take an inside

look at how he did it.

“If you don’t risk anything, you

risk everything.”

That’s a statement made by fash-

ion mogul Peter Nygard, who

throughout his 50-year business

history has taken a number of risks

that took the business he invested

in from 800,000 fifty years ago to

almost a billion today.

We know that taking risks is an

important part of many business

decisions and even life decisions.

In fact, most successful business people

have likely taken big risks that resulted in

them achieving what they did.

However, it’s not just about banishing

your fear of the unknown and taking risks

with whatever opportunity presents itself.

Experts will tell you that the only risks that

are advisable to take are what they call ‘cal-

culated risks’.

So how does one know what’s considered

a calculated risk?

Generally speaking, it involves weighing

the advantages and disadvantages of a risky

decision with respect to the possible losses

and gains from it.

We make these types of decisions in our

everyday lives all the time. We take calculat-

ed risks when we decide whether to speed or

not to speed if you are late for work, for

example.

You weigh the possibility of getting caught

by the police and getting a speeding ticket

with the consequences of getting to work

late. In many cases, people tend to think

that it is unlikely they will get caught by the

police, and it is worth the risk to avoid a

black mark on your work file, or whatever

consequences may follow from arriving to

work late, especially if it’s a habit that they

have.

But in business, the stakes are larger and

there is so much more to lose than the cost

of a speeding ticket or a black mark at work.

In lots of cases, the stakes involve financial

investments, livelihoods, and one’s future,

and even that of one’s family.

Yet, in business risks are necessary; so it’s

important to consider how to take calculat-

ed risks. 

The first step in calculating risk for a busi-

ness decision is to consider your level of

fear because that can impact your assess-

ment of the risk. In an Inc online magazine

article, Author Amy Morin explained that

fear causes you to overestimate risk and the

absence of fear causes you to underestimate

risk.

In her article “What Successful People

Know About Taking Calculated Risks”, she

states, 

“Your level of fear usually has nothing to do

with the actual level of risk you face.”

She gives the example of the no. 1 fear most

people have, which is being afraid of public

speaking: It isn’t risky; however, it is some-

thing most people avoid.

Conversely, when there is no fear due to

your excitement over a new opportunity, you

can underestimate the risk and overestimate

your chances of success. 

Morin asserts, “That's why some people fall

for get-rich-quick schemes. The promise of

a giant return on their investment deludes

them into thinking they're going to succeed.

Because it doesn't feel scary, they assume it

isn't risky.”

She advised that you have to balance emo-

tion with logic: “you can't calculate risk

based on your level of fear. Instead, it's

important to assess the actual level of risk

by examining the facts. Create a list of the

pros and cons and the potential risks versus

benefits.”

So, calculated risks involve considering the

advantages and disadvantages, just as you

do when you considering speeding; except,

you have to consider it on a much deeper

level than we normally would. For example,

we tend not to think of getting in an acci-

dent as a risk of speeding, when we really

should. When calculating a risk, it should

be considered from every angle.

THE CLIFTON 

By P. J. Malone

revIeW
The Clifton review is a bi-weekly column that examines the 

question of the Clifton project along with the evolution of the 

war between two billionaires, the links to unsavory characters, 

the use of the courts for personal agendas, the involvement 

of the Government opposition party (the FNM), and 

the attacks on the Government of The Bahamas.

TO RISK OR
NOT TO RISK
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During his Budget

Contribution in the House of

Assembly Thursday  ,

Minister of National Security

Marvin Dames revealed that

the Royal Bahamas Defence

Force (RBDF) was preparing

to host the largest regional

military training exercise,

known as Exercise

Tradewinds 2018.

"This initiative will con-

sist of over 800 participants

sailing on six naval vessels

from 22 nations within the

Caribbean Region, the wider

Americas and Western

Europe,"  Minister Dames

said.  "They will engage in

simulated terrorist attacks

and military responses dur-

ing the Exercise taking place

from the 14th to the 21st of

June."

According to the RBDF,

Tradewinds 2018 is an annu-

al regional military training

exercise that will be held in

The Bahamas June 14 -

21 and this year's exercise

will focus on Countering

Transnational Organized

crime in the region.  The

Bahamas last hosted the

event in 2009.  The main

objective of the highly-

regarded military event is to

foster training for security

forces that is "tailored for the

region by the region"; the

annual exercise is sponsored

by the United States

Southern Command.

According to the RBDF,

22 partner nations from the

Caribbean region, the wider

Americas and Western

Europe representing a total

of over 800 troops are

expected to participate in the

exercise.  The Bahamas last

hosted the event in 2009.

Minister Dames highlight-

ed the fact that the Royal

Bahamas Police Force,

Bahamas Customs and

Bahamas Immigration

Department were invited by

the RBDF to participate.

"The Tradewinds Exercise

will consist of operations in

four different domains: air,

land, sea and cyber.

Specifically, they will entail

specialised dives, intelli-

gence gathering, explosive

ordinance disposal, cyber

maritime interdiction, mili-

tary operations and disaster

preparedness," Minister

Dames said.

In keeping with the topic

of training, Minister Dames

pointed out that in order to

remain operationally current

and proactive against securi-

ty threats, recruitment and

training opportunities geared

towards the sustainable

development and advance-

ment of personnel within the

Royal Bahamas Defence

Force will remain a major

priority of this government.

"To this end, my Ministry

made provisions for the

recruitment of the largest

entry of marine recruits and

the largest graduating class

to date under the 2017/18

budget at a cost of

$1,172,100," he said.

"During the 18-week pro-

gramme, the recruits were

introduced to a three-phased

approach that produced high-

er levels of leadership, pro-

fessional competence and fit-

ness."

"Consequently, Mr.

Speaker, under its Operation

Transformation Programme,

the Defence Force has com-

menced the revision of its

recruitment and training

policies, in addition to the re-

structuring of its training

programmes for the creation

of an accredited Maritime

Defence Training Institute

for the training of Officers

and Enlisted personnel,"

Minister Dames added.

"This military institution will

focus on the development of

character, leadership, man-

agement and supervisory

skills, as well as the develop-

ment of professional and

technical skills for members

of the Force."

Minister Dames said that

it should also be noted that

initial training for young

naval officers will continue

at the Britannia Royal Naval

College in Dartmouth,

England and the United

States Coast Guard Academy

in New London, Connecticut

during the 2018/19 fiscal

period.

However, he pointed out,

the limited capacity of those

institutions to increase the

intake of officer candidates

had made it necessary for

the RBDF to embark on a

new training initiative

geared towards training of

potential naval officer can-

didates at HMBS Coral

Harbour as the first phase of

its Maritime Defence

Training Institute.

"It is envisioned that this

Institute will also become a

regional training center for

training of young naval and

coast guard officers from

partner nations within the

Caribbean region," Minister

Dames said.  "This unprece-

dented initiative will

address the shortage of offi-

cers urgently needed to

operate and command

Defence Force units, assets

and departments."

Minister Dames said that

the 2017-2018 fiscal period

also afforded Defence Force

Officers and Marines the

opportunity to participate in

a host of local and overseas

military training throughout

the United States, various

parts of Europe, and the

Caribbean. Provisions had

been made in the 2018/19

budget for Defence Force

personnel to continue to

engage in those courses,

which are mostly sponsored

by the US State Department

under its International

Military Education Training

Programme, he added.

"A total of $477,000 has

therefore been allocated

within this fiscal budget for

recruitment and training

Officers and Marines locally

and abroad," Minister

Dames revealed.

"Also during the 2018/19

fiscal period, the Defence

Force will introduce the first

phase of its naval-infantry

school as a regional center

of excellence where Officers

and Marines will be trained

in amphibious military oper-

ations," he added.  "This

School will commence with

its initial intake of Marines

who recently graduated New

Entry Training.

"Living in a country that

has the largest maritime

domain in the region with

over 100,000 square miles

of water, amphibious train-

ing is a natural fit for the

Defence Force."
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The tech conference host-

ed last year started the initia-

tive, and armed with a strate-

gic plan as to how to success-

fully become a technology

hub, one of the suggestions

was to have a conference that

focused on blockchain and

cryptocurrency, which the

Minister described as “one of

the fastest moving industries

in the technology field.” 

Stating that they are

pleased with the response to

the conference both locally

and internationally, Minister

Thompson added the calibre

of speakers shows the desire

the country has to be a part of

the industry and shows com-

panies that Grand Bahama is

open for business.

“Again, it is a marketing

tool to allow the world to

know that Grand Bahama is

open, open for business and

it is about diversifying our

business here in Grand

Bahama. 

“Which ultimately means

providing more improve-

ments to our economy and

providing more jobs for

Bahamians because that real-

ly is the focus of this govern-

ment.”

Omar Isaacs, an

Investment Officer at Office

of the Prime Minister, said

the conference focuses on

opportunities for venture

capitalists and some of the

pitch presentation companies

in attendance from around

the world.

“A lot of persons have

really looked towards the

crytocurrency portion of this,

but we want to focus on the

blockchain technology that

allows for crytocurrency to

be exchanged.”

Listing some of those who

will be in attendance, he said,

Michael J. Casey and

Anthony Di lorio are interna-

tionally known in this field

and they explain what

blockchain is all about.

Describing the conference

as a “hybrid” one, Mr. Isaacs

added, “We will have a ven-

ture conference side of this.

So during the time we have

education panel discussions

going on we’ll also have

pitch presentations from

international companies that

will be set before venture

capitalists coming in from

Los Angeles, Houston,

Texas, New York and Canada

to hear these particular com-

panies pitch their wares and

see if we can strike deals

right here in Grand Bahama.

“In addition to that, after

they would have struck those

deals, our investment offi-

cers will be right there with

them to help them make that

transition to bring their base

of operations here to Grand

Bahama.”

To register for the confer-

ence, visit

www.blockchainbahamas-

conference.com 

Registration for

Bahamians is free of charge

(promo code: bah2018).

1st Bahamas Blockchain
and Cryptocurrency Conference a Week Away
gg Continued from / PAGE 3...

An 11-year-old female has complained

of being unlawfully ill treated by two adults

who were both charged with child cruelty.

Sophia Sands, 47,  and 37-year-old  Rodger

Hanson,  pleaded not guilty to the charges.

Magistrate  Joyann Ferguson Pratt set

their bail at $2,500 each and set a trial date

for October 17th, 2018.  

Also in the Magistrates Court, thirty-

three -year-old Ramont Knowles was

charged with the murder of Stanley Barr on

23rd May. He was remanded to Prison  and

is set to return to court on September 5th. 

Nero Nicholls, a 20-year-old  was

charged with the murder of Santonias Jonas

on June 6th.

According to reports, prior to the date of

the murder, he received a psychiatric exam-

ination  from Dr. Wayne Thompson who

confirmed his mental state and says that

this has a major impact on his actions. He

was remanded to the Sandilands

Rehabilitation Centre and is set to return to

court on September 6th at 12 noon. 

Three men were  also  charged with the

uttering and possession of forged docu-

ments and fraud under false pretenses.

George Kemp Jr, Kriston Mackey and

Darren Deveaux allegedly  made false

cheques and received funds in the amounts

of $6,375 and $8,150 on the account of

John Hondros. 

TWO CHARGED WITH

CHILD CRUELTY

BY ERIC RoSE

Minister Dames highights
re-Structured rBDF training

4 Minister of National Security the Hon. Marvin Dames
speaks, on June 6, 2018, during his Budget Contribution

in the House of Assembly. (BIS Photo/eric rose)
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He also served as Representative Delegate of

the Commonwealth of The Bahamas at the

Caribbean Financial Action Task Force

(CFATF)Plenary Meetings from 2008-2018,

accompanying or representing the Attorney -

General of the Commonwealth of The

Bahamas at all of the said meetings as the Chief

Technical Expert.  Mr. Gaskin accompanied the

Attorney General, at the Ministers of Justice or

Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA)

Meeting, Washington, D.C. – April 2008; the

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime

(UNODC) and Inter-American Committee on

Terrorism of the Organization of American

States (CICTE/OAS) - Ministerial Conference

on International Cooperation Against Terrorism

and Transnational Organized Crime, Santo

Domingo, Dominican Republic- March 2007.

DPP Gaskin has served as a Member of the

Organization of American States’ Working

Group on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal

Matters and Extradition and is an

IMF/WORLD BANK/ CFATF Certified Legal

Expert in Financial Action Task Force Mutual

Evaluations Methodology. He was the Legal

Expert and Examiner in the CFATF Mutual

Evaluation of Jamaica (2005), and the Legal

Expert and Examiner in the CFATF Mutual

Evaluation of Cayman Islands (2007), and the

Legal Expert Examiner in the CFATF Mutual

Evaluation of Anguilla (2009).

Mr. Gaskin has been trained in Asset

Forfeiture and related Financial Investigations

by the United States of America’s Department

of Justice (U.S. Justice Department) at the

Federal Training Centre, South Carolina;

Trained in Prevention of Environmental

Crimes at the Caribbean Regional Conference,

Basseterre, St. Kitts & Nevis; Trained in

Money Laundering, the Challenges of Cyber

Crime, Terrorism and Mutual Legal Assistance

at the Changing Face of International

Cooperation in Criminal Matters in the 21st

Century Conference, Oxford University,

United Kingdom, and Trained in Capacity

Building in Combating Terrorism at the

Commonwealth Secretariat Training of

Specialists and Trainers Programme, in

Kingston, Jamaica.

“My experiences cover every aspect of the

criminal law practice from the Magistrate's

Court to the Privy Council,” Mr. Gaskin said. “I

have prosecuted over one thousand matters, in

one way or the other, and so I am not afraid of

work; from the complex and/or high profile, to

the simple and low profile.”

During his tenure as Director of Public

Prosecutions, the Department experienced a

“significant increase” in the number of guilty

pleas – particularly during the period January,

2017, to April, 2018 during which time there

were 110 guilty pleas. Mr. Gaskin was con-

firmed in the post of Director of Public

Prosecutions in the Office of the Attorney

General and Ministry of Legal Affairs in

December 2016 after being appointed Acting

DPP in 2015.

“I am particularly pleased, among other

things, with the significant increase in guilty

pleas. In times past, guilty pleas were few and

far apart,” Mr. Gaskin continued, “from

January 2017 to April 2018, we have had over

110 guilty pleas. Note that there are 52 weeks

in a year, and one full trial averages about 2

weeks, versus a guilty plea, which takes less

than a day.  Thus, we have dealt with over 2

years worth of trials, by guilty pleas, in the

aforementioned period. This results to a signif-

icant boost in the effective use of judicial time,

which is precious.

“In addition, our consultative relationship

with the Royal Bahamas Police Force has been

greatly enhanced by a system of review, before

charging, of all cases destined for the Supreme

Court, by the DPP or his delegates. This leads

to tighter and more cogent cases; but we

acknowledge that we have more heavy lifting

to do.”

In addition to Mr. Gaskin as the Independent

DPP, the structure of the Office of the Director

of Public Prosecutions Office is expected to

consist of a maximum of two Deputy Directors

of Public Prosecutions, Assistant Directors of

Public Prosecutions, Chief Counsel, Senior

Counsel, Counsel, Assistant Counsel and

Pupils.

DPP Gaskin said the facilitation of “special-

ized units” to combat new and emerging crimi-

nal trends and typologies will also be key.

“We need more human resources to increase

and buttress our prosecutorial effectiveness.

More bodies (suitably qualified) are required to

facilitate specialized units to combat emerging

criminal trends and typologies, such as traffick-

ing in persons, cybercrime, money laundering,

and the financing of terrorism, to name a few.

In addition, generally more human resource are

needed to effectively service the 10 courts sit-

ting at the Supreme Court level, and the two

panels sitting at the level of the  Court of

Appeal.

“The requirement of more resources is also

tied to the fact that the Office of the DPP must

establish a greater presence in the direct super-

vision of prosecutions in the Magistrate's

Courts. This is particularly critical, as the

majority of cases tried in the criminal justice

system of The Commonwealth of The

Bahamas, are proceeded with in the

Magistrate's Court.

“We are grateful to the Government for its

formal commitment to appropriately resourcing

the Office of the DPP; to ensure that the

Country's law firm, on the criminal side of the

administration of justice, stands pre-eminent,”

DPP Gaskins added. 
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Garvin Gaskin Sworn In as First Independent DPP
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