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Development,

the company

that is hoping

to conclude the sale of

Grand Lucayan, in Grand

Bahama soon, is set to

bring an addition to the

Cable Beach strip with a

multi-million dollar hotel

and residence. 

The estimated cost of

the project is $120 mil-

lion.  

During a ground-

breaking ceremony at the

proposed site on West

Bay Street, Prime

Minister Dr. Hubert

Minnis  lauded Wynn

Development Chief

Executive Officer   Paul

Wynn for his vision,

while adding that the

development will further

transform Cable Beach. 

“The development

will operate under the

Kimpton Hotel and

Restaurant brand, and

will be managed by

Small Luxury Hotels.

The five-storey

GoldWynn promises to

be an architectural mas-

terpiece of contempo-

rary architecture,” Dr.

Minnis said.  

Dr. Minnis added that

the development will not

only provide construc-

tion jobs, and hotel jobs

upon completion,  but

stated work with the

developer will go hand

in hand with the Ministry

of Education and

Agriculture.  

“The developer has

agreed to a training and

apprenticeship pro-

gramme for employees.  

“This will be done in

collaboration with the

Ministry of Education

and BTVI, which will

facilitate the develop-

ment of various skills.

“The developer has

also agreed to sourcing

and using local agricul-

tural and other prod-

ucts,” Dr. Minnis said.

CEO Wynn assured

that the hotel and resi-

dence will not be compe-

tition for Baha Mar. 

BY LICEC BASTIAN
Journal Staff Writer
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$120 Million Wynn
Hotel For Cable Beach

g See $120 MiLLion / page 2...

BEC BORROWS $211 MILLION

The government has entered

into a non-revolving term loan

facility agreement with various

banks to make  available  a $211

million dollars to BEC.

This was announced in the

House of Assembly yesterday by

the Minister of Works Desmond

Bannister who said that the com-

pany is presently in a financial

crisis.

“There’s a number of factors

including the high cost of fuel in

2018, the funding of capital proj-

ects, a high expense ratio and

reduced cash inflows due to tar-

iff reductions,” Bannister said.

BEC has found it desirable for

the better performance for its

functions under the Act  to refi-

nance its existing loans to enter

into a non-revolving term loan

facility agreement with various

banks. 

Collectively the banks include

Scotia Bank, First Caribbean

International Bank, Royal Bank

of Canada, Bank of The

Bahamas Ltd, and City Bank

NA.

Mr. Bannister said the pre-

condition of the facility agree-

ment is that the government of

The Commonwealth of The

Bahamas  guarantees the banks

repayment obligations of BEC in

respect to the principle of the

loan and interest there on, under

the facility agreement. 

BY JAMEELHA MISSICK
Journal Staff Writer

SimmS Primary School StudentS Pay

courteSy call on the Governor General

4 Students and teachers of Simms Primary School, Long Island, called upon 
Her Excellency Dame Marguerite Pindling, Governor General, at Government 

House on Wednesday, May 23, 2018. (BIS Photo/Letisha Henderson)

g See bec borroWs / page 2...

D’Aguilar
Boasts
Tourism
Growth

Tourism Minister

Dionisio D’Aguilar took

delight on how thing have

shaped up for the coun-

try’s number one industry

when he revealed that for

the last six months figures

show an upward trend

leading to double digit

growth. 

BY LICEC BASTIAN
Journal Staff Writer

g See D’aguiLar / page 3...

Minister Recants
On Baha Mar

A Cabinet Minister  has recanted  his criticisms

of the mulit-billion dollar resort, Baha Mar.

Leading up to the last general elections, Minister of

Tourism, Mr. Dionisio D’Aguilar  made scathing

remarks about the Christie administration’s han-

dling of the Baha Mar project. Now he says, his

position has changed since he offered those views. 

“When I offered those views, I was the director

of a company that was run by the initial investor

(Sarkis Izmirlian)  and I was supportive of those

views. 

“But now I am the Minister of Tourism and I am

looking out for all Bahamians. That asset has been

built, concessions have been given, it’s now time,

no matter what my feelings were, to get that hotel

open and Bahamians employed.

BY LICEC BASTIAN
Journal Staff Writer

g See recants on baha Mar on PAGE 2...

Labour
Minister
Explains New
Appointments

Minister of Labour, Senator Dion

Foulkes, said that as a result of wanting to

take the labour department of the country

in a different direction, there is a shift in

management in the Department of Labour. 

The appointment of an acting Director

of Labour, former Bahamas Public

Services Union President, John Pinder,

pushed the former Labour Director Robert

Farquharson to the position of Executive

Manager in the Ministry of Labour. Mr.

Foulkes said making the adjustment in

management was necessary.

“The cabinet of the Bahamas decided to

step in a new direction with respect to the

department and that is a decision that the

government made. 

“He [Mr. Farquharson] will be working

directly with our permanent secretary and

also directly with me as minister. 

BY LICEC BASTIAN
Journal Staff Writer

4 Minister of Labour, Senator Dion
Foulkes (Journal file photo)

g See Labour Minister expLains / page 3...

Section A Tues SMALL_Section A Tues  5/24/2018  1:25 AM  Page 1



“We will not compete

with Baha Mar, we will

compliment Baha Mar

with a boutique of eclec-

tic environment, accessi-

bility for Bahamians is

essential,” Mr. Wynn

said. 

Mr. Wynn added that it

is the intention of the

company, which has

existed for close to 40

years, to make substantial

investments in The

Bahamas.  

“One such investment

in Freeport has proven to

be quite complex; howev-

er, it is proceeding now as

expected  and we have

reason to believe that it

will be concluded soon. 

“I would like to thank

Prime Minister Dr.

Minnis for his  support,

not only today, but as

well as when our project

was first conceived, and

we met at his office sev-

eral days ago. 

“He has been with us

every step of the way. 

“Our team is elated at

the groundbreaking for

the Goldwynn Hotel and

Residences, this project is

a passion for us as the

result of several years of

planning and persever-

ance. 

“Our aims here are

several: to be architec-

turally progressive, and

individualistic in both

exteriors and interiors,”

Mr. Wynn said. 

Construction for the

hotel and residence  is

scheduled to begin  in

July and is with a  com-

pletion date set for

December 2020.  

According to Mr.

Wynn, 350 Bahamians

will be employed during

construction, and just

over 150 people will be

employed once the devel-

opment is in operation. 

The five star hotel fea-

tures a beach front infini-

ty pool, seaside dining, a

theatre and social house

and gallery.
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By virtue of Section 17

of the Act, the govern-

ment may guarantee in

such manner and upon

such terms as it may fit

the payment, the interest

and principle, either of

them of any loan pro-

posed to be raised by

BEC, said the Minister.

Mr. Bannister also said

that no loan should be

raised by the government

and no guarantees involv-

ing a financial liability

shall be binding upon the

government unless

entered into the prior

approval of the House of

Assembly, signified by a

resolution thereof. 

The loan would either

be in US or Bahamian

currency. 

BEC BORROWS $211 MILLION

$120 Million Wynn Hotel For Cable Beach
gg Continued from / PAGE 1...

Minister Recants
On Baha Mar

“That’s my primary focus and that’s

the primary focus of this government,

previous views notwithstanding,” Mr.

D’Aguilar said. 

With the major brand opening at the

multi-billion dollar luxury resort,

Rosewood, Mr.  D’Aguilar said that

Bahamians are not concerned about

who is in office when it comes to the

resort opening. 

“It’s been a long journey and those

two hundred plus rooms that are com-

ing on stream, its wonderful news. It’s

a five-star product, top of the line and

so we are very excited that the final

piece of the Baha Mar cake is falling

into place, many billions and many

years later,” he said. 

However, responding to comments

made that the Free National

Movement is basking in the founda-

tion that the Progressive Liberal Party

had laid with regard to the resort, Mr.

D’Aguilar said that it was because of

the PLP that the project was delayed

and costed the Bahamian economy

drastically. 

“They keep claiming that this is a

PLP deal.  I just want to remind you

that it was because of them, this proj-

ect has been delayed two years and the

economic impact that was to the tune

of $2 billion. 

“So, yes, it’s finally coming on

stream.  Yes, we happen to be in office

when its coming on and yes, we are

facilitating that coming on stream; but

make no bones about it, they delayed

the project and one could never forget

the cost that has had to the Bahamian

economy. 

“So, we are here, we are making

sure that it is coming on stream. We

are facilitating that process; we’re

being as helpful as we possibly can to

make it happen and the Bahamian peo-

ple don’t really care who’s in office

when it came on stream. They’re just

happy that it is finally coming on

stream and its creating economic

opportunities for our people and that’s

my position,” Mr. D’Aguilar said. 

The Rosewood officially opened on

Tuesday evening.

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...
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GOt NEWS?
please call the bahama

Journal’s news tip 
Line at 356-7254 
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Two males and a

female, all from Grand

Bahama, are in police cus-

tody after they were

arrested for Possession of

Dangerous Drugs with the

intent to Supply and tak-

ing Preparatory Steps to

export Dangerous Drugs. 

On Tuesday 22  May

2018,  shortly before

1:00pm, Drug

Enforcement Unit Officers

were called to the U.S Pre-

Clearance Departure

Lounge at the Grand

Bahama International

Airport, where a male pre-

sented himself at U.S

Custom to board a flight to

Florida.

A search was conducted

of his carry-on bag, where

three plastic packages,

each containing suspected

cocaine were discovered.

Further  investigation

resulted in the arrest of

another male and a female.

The total weight of the

suspected cocaine  is 7.58

pounds with a street value

of   $45,000.00 

Police in Grand

Bahama are also investi-

gating a shooting incident

that has left a male hospi-

talized. 

On Tuesday  shortly

after 11:00pm, police

were called to the

Deadman’s Reef area,

where a male had report-

edly just arrived at home

in his vehicle with two

other passengers, when he

was accosted by two

males, both brandishing a

firearm. 

A struggle ensued

between the assailant and

the victim, when the vic-

tim was shot several times

to the body, the suspects

fled on foot. 

The victim was trans-

ported to the Rand

Memorial Hospital via

EMS personnel and is list-

ed in stable condition.

Police are actively investi-

gating this matter. 

Police in New

Providence l are investi-

gating a shooting incident

overnight, which has left

an adult male with serious

injuries. 

According to reports,

shortly after 12:00am,

yesterday, police respond-

ed to Bahama Avenue and

Market Street, after

receiving reports of gun-

shots being heard in that

area. 

Officers arrived at that

location and discovered a

male with gunshot

injuries. Paramedics were

called to the scene and

transported the victim to

hospital, where he is listed

in serious condition. 

Police are appealing to

anyone who may have

information concerning

this incident to call police

at 919/911, crime stoppers

at 328-8477/328-TIPS or

the Central Detective Unit

at 502-9991/2.

Investigations are ongo-

ing. 

Investigations ongoing

into a stabbing incident on

Tuesday, 22nd May 2018,

which has left an adult

male with injuries. 

According to reports,

shortly after 6:00pm, a

male was at a service sta-

tion on Carmichael Road,

when he got into an argu-

ment with another male,

who was a passenger in a

silver vehicle, resulting in

him being stabbed to the

neck.
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Mr. D’Aguilar confirmed  what

Tourism officials boasted just a day

before.

“Well we have seen upward trends

for six months now and we now have

this program called Forward Keys,

which allows us to go forward six to

eight months and see what tickets as of

today have been purchased and when

we compare to the same period last

year, double digit growth is being pro-

jected based on these forward projec-

tions. 

“It seems, and I have said it often

and I’ve said it on the political trail that

the Bahamas is hot right now and what

we are seeing is a substantial increase

of double digit growth in the most

important component or our tourism

arrivals which is the stopover visitors. 

“You’ve had record arrivals at the

airport, you’re hearing these reports at

Expedia and that is reflecting in our

numbers today,” Mr. D’Aguilar said. 

“I am waiting for my March num-

bers so that I can have a first quarter

report.  I should get that today, but I’m

projecting a significant growth in our

stopover visitors,” he said.

Like the group Expedia indicated,

Mr. D’Aguilar, a former Baha Mar

Director under its original developer,

agrees that the multi-billion dollar

beach front luxury property, is a factor

in the growth. 

“There is no doubt that the fact that

Baha Mar is bringing on or is in the

process of bringing on 2,400 rooms is

going to have a significant impact on

our arrivals, but what it has also done,

as was the case when Atlantis came on

stream back in 1994, is its causing the

market to refresh, to renovate, to

upgrade to offer different products.

“I speak often with Atlantis and I

was fearful that maybe with the coming

on stream of Baha Mar that that would

have a negative effect on Atlantis and

that has not been the case.

“Atlantis is expecting and projecting

robust growth, double digit growth and

its maintaining its room revenue.  So

I’m very encouraged that the old adage

build it and they come, is bearing fruit

in the case of The Bahamas,” Mr.

D’Aguilar said. 

On Monday, the Expedia group

revealed that bookings for The

Bahamas increased by 41 percent.

The Expedia Group offers a free rev-

enue management solution that reaches

over 75 countries, with 35 languages

that has access to over 590,000 proper-

ties. 

“I want to thank Mr.

Farquharson for the excel-

lent job he has done over

the years. He has made

significant improvement

at the department and also

with respect of the labour

relations in the country. 

“I also want to wish Mr.

Pinder well and I look for-

ward to working closely

with him,” Mr. Foulkes

said.

While speaking with

reporters before the week-

ly Cabinet meeting, Mr.

Foulkes, when asked

about union leaders

becoming critically

involved in the labour

department in recent

times, said that it has

always been a tradition.

“We have traditionally,

had I think, with the

exception maybe of one

person in the history of the

Department of Labour,

who did not at some point

was involved with the

trade union movement. 

“But I must say that

they have all been fair to

both sides and I am sure

that Mr. Pinder would con-

tinue in that tradition. 

“I am a trade unionist. I

came up in the trade union

movement. I was a mem-

ber of the hotel union, but

I try to be fair to the union

and also to the employers

at all times, I am sure that

Mr. Pinder will do like-

wise,” Mr. Foulkes said. 

As to whether this posi-

tion was created for Mr.

Farquharson, or simply

created to provide more

jobs, Mr. Foulkes said that

the position was not creat-

ed to facilitate Mr.

Farquharson.  

“No, it wasn’t created

for him, but it is a new

position Mr. Farquharson

is assigned to the Ministry

of Labour and he will be

working directly with Mr.

Pinder and the department.  

Mr. Farquharson and

Mr. Pinder’s appointments

became effective May 22,

2018.

Labour Minister
Explains New
Appointments

D’Aguilar Boasts
Tourism Growth

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...
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Three To Face Charges For Cocaine

g See For cocaine / page 4...
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The victim was transported to

hospital where he is listed in serious

condition. Investigation continues

into this matter. 

Police are asking members of the

public, to come forth with any infor-

mation they may have in solving two

armed robberies, which occurred

Wednesday, 23rd May, 2018. 

In the first incident,  shortly after

12:30am, a female pulled into the

driveway of her home on Lady

Slipper Ave, Garden Hills, when she

was approached by two armed men,

who robbed her of a 2015 Kia

Sportage Jeep, registration

#AG9890. The vehicle was later

recovered on Miami Street. 

In the second incident, according

to reports, shortly before 1:00am, a

man was standing outside a bar on

Bay Street and Victoria Avenue,

when he was approached by a three

males, one armed with a firearm,

who robbed him of cash and jewelry.

Shortly after one of the men drove

off in his black 2002 Suburban Jeep

registration # TN 353. Investigations

are ongoing. 

Officers from the Mobile

Divisions conducted road checks in

various parts of the island. 

Their efforts, which were intend-

ed to educate, reduce crime, and to

minimize the ability of criminals to

commit criminal activity, resulted in

the arrest of 13 person for outstand-

ing criminal warrants, possession of

dangerous drugs and breach of a

monitoring device, over the past 48

hours. Additionally, 40 drivers were

ticketed for various traffic viola-

tions. 

Three To Face Charges For Cocaine
gg Continued from / PAGE 3...

Police in Grand

Bahama are investigating

a traffic accident that has

left young man dead.

According to reports,

shortly before 7:00am, on

Tuesday May 22, 2018,

police were called to a

traffic accident on Queens

Highway, in the area of

Pelican Lake.

When police arrived to

the scene, they found a

silver four door 2008

Honda Fit driven by a

young man, which had

collided with a utility pole

and separated on impact. 

The driver died at the

scene. 

Police are actively

investigating this matter

and are appealing to the

motoring public

to drive with extreme cau-

tion, to drive within the

speed limit and to always

buckle up.

BY JAMEELHA MISSICK
Journal Staff Writer

GOt NEWS?
please call the bahama

Journal’s news tip 
Line at 356-7254 
and let us know!

“TRAFFIC FATALITY IN GRAND BAHAMA”

tWO MEN chArGEd With rApE

An alleged rapist formally

charged before Deputy Chief

Magistrate, Subusola Swain

Tuesday. 

The suspect, Tavares Eneas,

was accused of raping a 22-year-

old woman in New Providence

on May 19th, 2018. 

He was remanded to The

Bahamas Department of

Corrections, until August 8,

2018. 

This while Ricardo Burrows’

charges stemmed from unlawful

sexual intercourse and indecent

assault. 

The first matter is said to have

taken place between January 1

and February 7 of this year, when

he reportedly raped a 10 –year

–old girl.

In the second incident,

between January 1, and February

8, 2018, Burrows reportedly

attempted to place his hand

under another female’s dress. 

He was remanded to The

Bahamas Department of

Corrections until August 9, 2018.

Meanwhile, Antonio Neely

and Dominic Stuart, also known

as Dominic Seymour  were  for-

mally charged with armed rob-

bery and attempted murder

before Deputy Chief Magistrate

Swain. 

Police say  on Tuesday May

15, 2018, the men not only

robbed Travis Johnson of $80,

but also attempted to murder

him. 

The 24-year-olds  were not

required to enter a plea. 

However, Seymour was fur-

ther charged with robbery. 

It is alleged that on May 9,

2018, he robbed Shawn

Simmons of $400 and bank

cards. 

As in the first matters, he was

again not required to enter a plea

and no bail was granted. 

Both men were remanded to

The Bahamas Department of

Corrections until August 8, 2018

for trial and a voluntary bill of

indictment. 

BY JAMEELHA MISSICK
Journal Staff Writer

tarPum Bay Primary ShineS in national artS FeStival

4 tarPUM BaY, eleuthera -- Tarpum Bay Primary School students performed for the E. Clement Bethel National Arts Festival adjudicators at the school 
ecently.  School students formed a choir and sang about things Bahamian, including Bahamian heroes; fourth-grade student Genesis Sands sang her version 

of Justin Bieber's "Never Say Never"; and male students brought Junkanoo sounds and earned an impressively-high score. (BIS Photos/eric rose)
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We wholeheartedly agree with Attorney

Fred Smith, QC when he insists that:-- The

Bahamas has a problem with human rights. 

We surely do; and for sure, the evidence

is abundant that how we view others and

their rights corresponds to the way far too

many Bahamians hate themselves.

This is too sad for words; but yet as this

noted attorney shows:-- This society har-

bours a deep distain for two basic proposi-

tions with the first being that all individuals

should be equal in the eyes of the law, and,

second, that [as members of the human

race]:-- Every single one of us is entitled to

enjoy certain non-negotiable rights and per-

sonal freedoms.

If Bahamians are to hope for a future

that is more tolerant and inclusive, more

equitable and fair, we urgently need to

pass a law that explicitly bans such behav-

iour.

Here the evidence is clear:-- Most

Bahamians do not believe, for example,

that irregular migrants should have the

same legal protections as citizens; that

women should have the same rights as

men; that same sex couples should enjoy

the same privileges as their heterosexual

counterparts. Nor do they believe all peo-

ple should enjoy freedom from arbitrary

detention; that everyone should be consid-

ered innocent of wrongdoing until proven

guilty; that each of us has the right to move

about the country without hindrance.

Note also that:-- This perspective has

led to a disturbing capacity for and tolera-

tion of all manner of abuse – from ridicule

and stigmatisation, to physical and sexual

abuse, to indefinite deprivation of freedom

and even murder. 

And with that point made, Smith sug-

gests that:-- the events of the past few
years have only fanned the flames of
this bigotry as in those circumstances
where nurses began turning people
away at public clinics because of their
accent; nib workers refused to hand
out payments to those with insufficient-
ly “bahamian” names; traffic police
took it upon themselves to stop drivers
and demand proof of their right to be in
the country. banks illegally froze their
own clients’ accounts because they did
not have “papers”! perhaps worst of all,
principals and teachers began turning
children away from schools.

In successive elections, the effort of the

governing party to protect women’s rights

contributed heavily to their loss of power.

Like Dr Frankenstein, our politicians creat-

ed a monster, only to see it lead to their

downfall.

Smith explains:-- Generally speaking,

Bahamian women have a particularly bad

time; not least because their inequality

under the law has been vocally reaffirmed

through successive public votes. They also

must live with the knowledge that their

spouse can rape them without facing any

legal repercussions – a situation casually

accepted by the public and viscerally

defended by regressive institutions such

as the Christian Council.

[and] Then there is the plight of LGBTQ

individuals, with the gender equality refer-

enda sparking an upsurge in harassment,

intimidation and several instances of vio-

lence including the brutal beating of two

locals and a tourist last year on suspicion

they might be gay.

Indeed, there is even as Smith explains

that:-- This trend towards intolerance has

been further exacerbated by the increas-

ingly connected nature of our society.

Social media has on the one hand empow-

ered thousands of formerly disconnected

grassroots people to become part of the

national conversation. But the flow of infor-

mation goes both ways and the same tools

have been used to virally spread mes-

sages of hate that reinforce and enhance

long-held prejudices while inciting the mob

to target specific individuals.

But, many will say, fundamental rights

are already enshrined in the Bahamas

Constitution, a document which prohibits

discrimination and arbitrary detention,

while protecting freedom of expression,

movement and speech. But the

Constitution provides protection only as

between the State and the person abused.

It does not provide protection as between

private persons and institutions.

The sum of the matter, then, is this:--

Not only do we glory in Smith’s mastery of

his craft and calling, but also for the fact

that he shows how much good he wishes

for his native-land and his fellow

Bahamians.

May God keep him ever safe and ever

successful in all his human rights endeav-

ours.
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HUMAN RIGHTS MATTER

GUNSHOTS cracked

the air as seven children

played on a South Beach

park yesterday morning.

Feet away from them, a

man in his early 30s lay

dead.

One boy playing on a

slide said:-- “I saw the

body” 

Once upon what must

surely have been a

mean/time kind of mash-

up of a really meantime,

there was new informa-

tion which screamed:---

THE JURY in the coro-

ner’s inquest of Aaron

Rolle found yesterday

that his death was an

“unlawful killing. [and

thus]After deliberating

for nearly four hours, the

four women and one man

jury returned with the

unlawful killing verdict,

4-1and thus:--

Acting Coroner Jeanine

Weech-Gomez told the

jury that if they found the

force used against Aaron

Rolle while in police cus-

tody was justifiable to

return a verdict of lawful

killing and if they found

the force was unjustifi-

able to return a verdict of

unlawful killing. And

thus, Aaron Rolle, 20,

died at the Southern

Police Station on

February 8, hours after

he was taken into custody

for questioning in con-

nection with an armed

robbery and escape/and

thus:--A pathologist

report later concluded

that he died from haem-

orrhaging and a ruptured

intestine, caused by blunt

force trauma to the chest-

---and thus:---The inter-

ested parties, Police

Constable 2126 Akiel

Smith and Police

Constable 2648 Carl

Smith, testified that

“force” was used on Rolle

to restrain him after he

attempted to escape

police custody for the sec-

ond time.

And as clear is this

scream-shout of even more

pain in in these mean times

as a deeply troubled

woman confesses:---

“When I heard there were

gunshots I say I hope ain’

none of the people children

and ain’ none of mine

caught in this.”

GUNSHOTS cracked

the air as seven children

played on a South Beach

park yesterday morning.

Feet away from them, a

man in his early 30s lay

dead.

One boy playing on a

slide said:-- “I saw the

body” 

“My cousin in

Pinewood called me, she

say ‘Kell you hear the

shots? I say what shots? I

ain hear nothing. I say let

me put on my clothes and

see what happen. One of

my neighbours, she had a

video of it where he get

shot in his head and his

chest.”

She said she found the

children on the park when

she arrived. They told her

they had just bought treats

from a nearby shop when

they saw part of the inci-

dent from the park. She

said: “When I heard there

were gunshots I say I hope

ain’ none of the people

children and ain’ none of

mine caught in this.”

GUNSHOTS cracked

the air as seven children

played on a South Beach

park yesterday morning.

Feet away from them, a

man in his early 30s lay

dead.

One boy playing on a

slide said:-- “I saw the

body” 

“We saw it too.” Said

the other six children who

ranged from five to 11.

In the meanwhile:--

Police Chief

Superintendent Solomon

Cash said it’s too early to

say what the motive was

for the latest killing, which

happened shortly after

10am. 

This was the 33rd mur-

der for the year.

Rickell Thompson, the

mother of the oldest girl on

the South Beach park yes-

terday morning, said she

worries how the killing will

affect the children; one

child told The Tribune the

images will linger in his

mind.

“This is a park where

children play,” Ms

Thompson said. “My

cousin in Pinewood called

me, she say ‘Kell you hear

the shots? I say what shots?

I ain hear nothing. I say let

me put on my clothes and

see what happen. One of

my neighbours, she had a

video of it where he get

shot in his head and his

chest.”

She said she found the

children on the park when

she arrived. They told her

they had just bought treats

from a nearby shop when

they saw part of the inci-

dent from the park. She

said: “When I heard there

were gunshots I say I hope

ain’ none of the people

children and ain none of

mine caught in this.”

She said she’ll tell her

daughter, “you got to be

careful, got to play safe, if

you going some place let

me know and I’ll go with

you.”

“This usually a peaceful

place,” she added. “We

usually don’t have these

kinds of things around

here.”

The oldest boy in the

group agreed.

“We might see like fat

women fighting ‘cross the

road (but that’s it),” he said.

GUNSHOTS cracked

the air as seven children

played on a South Beach

park yesterday morning.

Feet away from them, a

man in his early 30s lay

dead.

One boy playing on a

slide said:-- “I saw the

body” 

“We saw it too.” Said

the other six children who

ranged from five to 11.

In the meanwhile:--

Police Chief

Superintendent Solomon

Cash said it’s too early to

say what the motive was

for the latest killing, which

happened shortly after

10am. 

What we know is this:--

The victim was walking on

South Beach Drive when a

man approached him and

opened fire, hitting him

about his body before flee-

ing on foot.

I also am told that:--

Yesterday’s murder came

after a particularly bloody

holiday weekend which

saw a number of shootings

and stabbings.

“My cousin in

Pinewood called me, she

say ‘Kell you hear the

shots? I say what shots? I

ain hear nothing. I say let

me put on my clothes and

see what happen. One of

my neighbours, she had a

video of it where he get

shot in his head and his

chest.”

She said she found the

children on the park when

she arrived. They told her

they had just bought treats

from a nearby shop when

they saw part of the inci-

dent from the park. She

said: “When I heard there

were gunshots I say I hope

ain’ none of the people

children and ain none of

mine caught in this.”

She said she’ll tell her

daughter, “you got to be

careful, got to play safe, if

you going some place let

me know and I’ll go with

you.”

“This usually a peaceful

place,” she added. “We

usually don’t have these

kinds of things around

here.”

The Rough Cut
By Felix F. Bethel

“…mean/time mash//up…”
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Restoration efforts  in

Ragged  Island continue,

as the water is finally back

up and running.  The once

vacant island now has 63

persons that reside there

permanently after

Hurricane Matthew last

year  and  the residents are

now preparing for  another

“active” hurricane season.

The Free National

Movement’s Women’s

Association says that any

donations, building sup-

plies and anything to aid in

repairs is appreciated and

that  the few but committed

Bahamian people that

reside on the striving island

needs everything that they

can get for this upcoming

hurricane season. 

2017 was perhaps the

country’s most destructive

and life changing hurri-

cane season for most, as

homes were ripped to

shreds; southern islands

were left uninhabited and

school and government

buildings were destroyed. 

The government build-

ings on  Ragged Island

have  been assessed, but

there has been no work

done as yet  to repair

them. 

The women’s associa-

tion gathered  yesterday

to present Ragged  Island

resident, Alvin Munroe with

three thousand blocks that

were sponsored by a

donor to help rebuild his

home that was destroyed

during last hurricane sea-

son.

Betty Benoit- President

of the FNM Women’s

Association, Melissa Allen

Maynard- Chairperson for

Fundraising, Sheena

Culmer- Vice President all

gave remarks on what a

wonderful job they are

doing in the rebuilding and

restoration of the island.

The association is not

only focusing on  the

Ragged Island restoration

project, they are now

focusing heavily on senior

citizens and their many

needs;  as senior citizens

in homes are constantly

neglected by family mem-

bers and left alone for long

periods of time. Their aim

is not only to provide them

with food and adult wear,

but with time and care. 

While cruise ships continue to

be a major mode of transporta-

tion to and from The Islands Of

The Bahamas, Grand Bahama

Island has always benefitted

from the booming industry. 

As interest in the destination

has amplified over the years,

there has been an increase in the

number of new cruise ships call-

ing on Freeport Harbour. 

Captain Giulio Ressa, Master

of the newest ship to call on the

destination- the MS Sirena said,

"This is our first call and [we]

thank you for the warm wel-

come. I believe in the future we

will have more calls in Freeport

and in The Bahamas in general." 

He added that " We might

come more regularly but with

the Sirena we want to make sev-

eral calls when we come back

from Europe." 

With this being the ship’s first

call to Grand Bahama Island,

Jay Philippe, Assistant Manager,

Ministry of Tourism & Aviation

(MOTA), GBI, said, "Seeing

that we have an opportunity to

leverage a partnership with a

new cruise line, this means a lot

as we can possibly attract more

visitors and business to our

island." 

"Freeport is known as one of

the hubs for the cruise industry

and we're looking for future

business so we hope that this

can be a continued partnership

moving forward." 

The MS Sirena made its inau-

gural call on Saturday, May

19th, with a total of 657 passen-

gers on board. The ship is the

latest edition to the Oceania

Fleet and one of the eight sister

ships that belong to Renaissance

Cruises. 

The MS Sirena was com-

pletely refurbished in 2016 and

can accommodate approximate-

ly 680 passengers at full capaci-

ty. 

Ministry of Tourism &

Aviation officials along with

representatives from the

Freeport Harbour and Freeport

Ship Services were in atten-

dance for a traditional plaque

exchange. 
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cruise industry growing in gbi
n "MS Sirena’s Inaugural Visit"

The Bahamas National Council for

The Disabled demonstrated to the

House of Assembly  yesterday  that the

House is not disable friendly. 

This became patently  obvious after

a wheelchair bound woman had to be

assisted up the stairs of the House of

Assembly.

Shadow Minister of Social Services

and Community Development, Glenys

Hanna- Martin said this  appeared

physically exhausting and even treach-

erous. 

She said, “we cannot be passing leg-

islation in this parliament, imposing

standards on everyone else in the coun-

try and the parliament itself is not

being compliant. 

“So,  I think it’s a mandate that must

happen and a matter of urgency that it

happens  because we are putting those

standards on the wider public and the

parliament  itself which passed  the law

is not itself showing that it has

responded in a favorable way.”

Mrs. Hanna- Martin also stressed

the need for such access to for beyond

public spaces.

She  said  that she would also like to

see this expansion of access in housing

and employment and more and more

opening the window of possibilities to

persons with disabilities.

She also said, “ I want to support the

work of the leadership that’s here and

to urge all of us to ensure that that

access is not just a ramp or  an  eleva-

tor,  but it is an access to that opens

new doors for the human experience of

persons with disabilities in The

Bahamas.“

According to Social Services

Minister Lanisha Rolle, at  the most

recent Commonwealth Women

Parliamentarians  meeting, it was rec-

ommended that it be considered how

feasible it is  to erect a lift in the

House, the Senate or both chambers.

This is to ensure that disabled per-

sons in The Bahamas also have easy

access to these proceedings.

Currently the the Ministry of Social

Services has 200 registered clients

with the Disabilities Commission and

194 clients that they service on a daily

basis through the disabilities affairs

division.

BY BERTHoNY MCDERMoTT
Journal Staff Writer

HOUSE NOT DISABLE FRIENDLY

rAGGEd iSLANd WAtEr rEStOrEd
BY TIA THoMPSoN

Journal Staff Writer

The country continues to make efforts

to take over its airspace according to

Minister of Tourism Dionisio D’Aguilar yes-

terday. 

The former PLP administration made

the initial plan to claim the airspace which

is currently managed by the Federal

Aviation Administration (FAA) in the

United States. 

Mr. D’Aguilar said,  “As you would

know, the Americans  presently manages

our airspace, but that’s not a formal rela-

tionship. That was kind of a handshake

that was done back in 1952 when we

were a part of the British Empire, we were

a colony of Great Britain.” 

He added, “now  what we want to do is

we want to formalize that relationship. We

want to say look, this is our sovereign air-

space. We get to decide who’s managing

it and we get to decide what the over flight

fees will be. Let’s establish that in our sov-

ereign air apace.” 

The Minister of Tourism also said that

they have begun dialogue with the

Americans on the matter and they have

been very supportive of this notion. 

The former administration claimed that

the country misses out on $30 million

annually in over flight fees, however, the

Minister of Tourism clarified the capacity in

which these fees can be used. 

He said,  “over flight fees, let me be

perfectly clear, cannot be used to build

roads and build hospitals. It can only go

towards strengthening and making more

robust our air navigation system, so that

when planes fly through our air space, it

continues to be a service that maintains a

high level of safety.” 

Former Prime Minister Perry Christie’s

administration began these negotiations

with the FAA back in 2014.

These negotiations included the paying

a management fee to the FAA, collecting

over flight fees by The Bahamas, and call-

ing to manage the country’s air apace for

10 years until it prepares itself to manage

on its own.

BY LEAH CooPER
Journal Staff Writer

PLANS TO MANAGE
AIRSPACE UNDERWAY
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Prime Minister, Dr. the Hon. Hubert A.

Minnis applauded Baha Mar for contribut-

ing to the economy and acclaiming local

art at the official opening ceremony for

Rosewood Baha Mar on Tuesday, May 22,

2018.

It marked the completion of the three-

phased development of three luxury brand

hotels at Baha Mar.

“In addition to the significant contribu-

tion Baha Mar is making to the economy

of The Bahamas, you are also making a

contribution to cultural development,” the

Prime Minister said.

Rosewood now joins Grand Hyatt and

SLS, for a combined 2,300 guest rooms on

the transformed Cable Beach. Baha Mar is

slated for other new features that will add

to its brand, aimed at further transforming

that picturesque western strip of New

Providence.

Now the largest resort in the Caribbean,

Baha Mar boasts over 40 restaurants, var-

ious sport offerings, a luxury spa, luxury

retail brands, an arts center and program,

and a modern convention center.

The Prime Minister congratulated all

involved in the opening of Rosewood

Baha Mar, including Chow Tai Fook

Enterprises Ltd. and Baha Mar’s President

Graeme Davis, his management team and

staff.  

Baha Mar has over 4,000 employees

and will welcome more than 450 employ-

ees at the Rosewood property.

The Prime Minister noted that with its

successful “Life Spectacular” marketing

campaign, “Baha Mar is doing exception-

ally well, with excellent prospects for

long-term bookings.”

The Rosewood brand is well-known for

its sense of place philosophy, which seeks

to reflect the architecture, history, culture

and sensibilities of a destination.

Rosewood, a global hotel company

with over 23 hotels and resorts, boasts a

number of iconic properties, including:

Hotel de Crillon in Paris, Rosewood

London and The Carlyle in New York

City.

“We are pleased that Rosewood now

joins the collection of luxury properties at

Baha Mar,” the Prime Minister said.

Rosewood is known for elegance, and

for encouraging a love of travel and sense

of adventure and exploration for those

who enjoy its brand.

In this spirit, The Prime Minister

encouraged Rosewood and all of the

brands at Baha Mar to incorporate her-

itage tours and cultural experiences off

property for guests.

“We also look forward to Rosewood’s

ongoing exploration and appreciation of

Bahamian heritage and arts, as it continues

to blend our culture with its brand here at

Baha Mar,” he said, adding that “such a

sense of place will benefit The Bahamas

and Rosewood at Baha Mar.”

The Prime Minister said he was also

pleased that Rosewood is showcasing a

part of the art collection from Dawn

Davies, who, over the decades, has

demonstrated, in the name of one of her

books, a dedicated “Love and

Responsibility” in encouraging Bahamian

artists.

“There are few resorts in the region or

globally that have such a strong commit-

ment to incorporating the arts into the vis-

itor experience,” he said.

The Prime Minister also observed the

“wonderful work” of Baha Mar’s Creative

Arts Director John Cox and his exception-

al, creative and talented team at the

Current, the resort’s permanent art gallery.

And, he further noted the development

of Fairwind, an exhibit of Bahamian

artistry that will be housed in the conven-

tion center. The Fairwind exhibition will

encompass a survey of 100 years of

Bahamian art, beginning in the late 1800s

up to the contemporary practices of today.  

The exhibition communicates both a

visual and auditory narrative to viewers,

exhibiting paintings, photography, sculp-

ture, artifacts and multimedia. 

In this vein, the Prime Minister encour-

aged Baha Mar operators to also showcase

more arts, including film, literature and

other expressions of Bahamian stories and

culture.

BY LINDSAY THoMPSoN
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Sir BALtrON AdvOcAtES
chiNESE iNvEStMENt

The Bahamas and the

Chinese government are

no strangers when it

comes to negotiations,

not when you consider

Baha Mar - but that does-

n’t mean everyone’s

pleased with the two

doing business. 

Still, Sir Baltron

Bethel, the country’s first

Director General of

Tourism and  more

recently, a senior advisor

to the government  said

China is not trying to take

over The Bahamas, and

that role it’s going to play

in the world will not be

determined by The

Bahamas, but by the

superpowers. 

All in all, he agreed

with Chinese investments

for the benefit of

Bahamians.

“One of the great con-

cerns about Chinese

investment has been the

policy in which the

Chinese with their capi-

tal, they also want to

bring Chinese labour, and

that can be an inhibiting

factor,” said Sir Baltron.

“But you’ve got to

reckon with this that in

order to access capital,

that you might sometimes

have to concede to allow

more Chinese labour than

you would normally do. 

“At the same time,

you’ve got to take a very

firm stand with the

Chinese, with regards to

those formulas, and that

we did. 

“We got them to reduce

the formulas from the

original formulas  that

were on the Baha Mar

project, in the previous

administration and of

course they have also

improved on some of the

original terms; so it’s a

continuing process in

working with them,” he

said.

Sir Baltron added that

the country could be los-

ing opportunities. 

“And then there’s a

matter of competition, if

The Bahamas doesn’t do

business with China, the

rest of the region does

business with China, the

Americas do business

with China, so The

Bahamas could be losing

opportunities, if we

become xenophobic.”

Sir Baltron also

expressed serious concern

with dealing with the

Chinese to ensure that

they do no put in a labour

component which is

unmanageable.

BY JAMEELHA MISSICK
Journal Staff Writer

PM Applauds Baha Mar for Contributing
to Economy and Celebrating Local Art

4 At the opening of Rosewood on Tuesday, seated from left: Baha Mar President Graeme Davis, Prime Minister 
Hubert Minnis, and President of Rosewood Hotels & Resorts Radha Arora. (BIS Photos/Peter ramsay)

4 Prime Minister and Mrs. Minnis chat with Rosewood 
Hotels & Resorts President, Radha Arora (right).
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