
Presidents of the Bahamas

Electrical Workers Union

(BEWU) and the Bahamas

Electrical Utilities

Managerial Union (BEUMU)

standing firm on their posi-

tion to execute industrial

action if a meeting with

Bahamas Power and Light

(BPL) executives does not

take place. 

At a recent press confer-

ence, BEWU and BEUMU

presidents and their executive

team said that they will not

allow  their workers to be

“put out to pasture”.

President of the BEWU,

Paul Maynard charged that

the government should inter-

vene between the Unions and

BPL, who stated in a recent

press conference that 233

employees would be made

redundant. 

Mr. Maynard charged that

if there was no intervention

by the government that the

Prime Minister, Dr. Hubert

Minnis could return from his

trip to London and meet the

country in darkness. 

“The Prime Minister sup-

posed to come back on

Sunday; well he may land in

the darkness,” Mr. Maynard

said. 

He further added however

that it his comment had noth-

ing to do with politics, but

rather, he the security of jobs

for BPL workers.  

“The point I am making is

this, do not go down this road.

The unions are not going to

tolerate this  at [BPL]” Mr.

Maynard said. 

Mr. Maynard expressed

outrage, threatening industri-

al action if BPL executives

fail to meet with them.

“We  are not going  to be in

the press negotiating back

and forth with them. You

need to come to us and deal

with this situation humanely. 

“You are not going to dis-

respect us. Listen we don’t

have time to play” Mr.

Maynard said.

The threat followed last

Thursday’s island wide power

outage, which some believed

was sabotage. However,

union heads argued other-

wise. 

“BPL  has aging equip-

ment, you see what happened

[Thursday], just after they

start talking that foolishness,

they were  running on with in

the boardroom, you see what

happened? The switch blew,

and that whole board has

never been maintained for the

past 10 years. 

“We have aging equipment

and we have a fuel problem.  

ormer Minister

of Works

Bradley Roberts

is suggesting

that  the  sale of

the Our Lucaya

Hotel property in Grand

Bahama has collapsed.

In a commentary to the

Media, the former Chairman

of  the Progressive Liberal

Party  wrote,   “It has come to

my attention that the now

infamous on again, off again

sale of the Lucaya Hotel com-

plex in Grand Bahama is now

off again and the properties

are back on the international

market for sale. If this is true

then the Minnis government

has abjectly failed the people

of Grand Bahama and by

extension the country in its

promise to revitalize the

economy of Grand Bahama. 

“Several Government

Ministers have made public

statements to the effect that a

deal to purchase the said

properties was "very close" to

fruition but alas, to date noth-

ing substantive has material-

ized to the chagrin of Grand

Bahamians,” said Mr.

Roberts.

He said former Prime

Minister the Rt. Hon. Perry G.

Christie outlined the status of

the sale of these hotels during

his campaign stops in Grand

Bahama in the run up to the

2017 general elections. Mr.

Christie said that his govern-

ment was close to signing off

on a deal for the purchase and

the former Tourism Minister

along with Tourism officials

and government lawyers vis-

ited the Wynn group in

Toronto, Canada for face to

face negotiations in an

attempt to finalize the terms

of a Head of Agreement on

this sale.
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ROBERTS SAYS OUR LUCAYA
SALE COLLAPSED... AGAIN

4 Former Minister of
Works Bradley Roberts
(Journal file photo)

g See RoBERTs sAYs / page 2...

PM SAYS GDP IS SKEWED

4 Prime Minister, Dr. the Hon. Hubert Minnis returned to Nassau today after meetings at the Summit of the Americas in
Lima, Peru, and the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM) in London, England.  The Prime Minister is

pictured with his delegation upon arrival, and addressing officials and the press. (BIS Photo/Peter Ramsay)

Prime Minister Dr. Hubert Minnis

returned to the Bahamas yesterday

where he said the Gross Domestic

Product  (GDP)  of The Bahamas  is

skewed. 

Dr. Minnis who meet the media after

his return from the Commonwealth

Heads of Government  Meeting in

London, England, said,  “our average

income would be reflected  to over

$26,000, that would be skewed

because of the Lyford Cay and Old

Fort Bay, but in actuality our real aver-

age income would be around $12,000.

The $26,000 would put you in a first

world nation category and therefore

you don’t qualify for certain grants.”

The Prime Minister  said while The

Bahamas is one of the smaller coun-

tries that contributes  the least to glob-

al warming, we are one of those who

feel the greatest impact from it.

BY BErThoNY MCDErMoTT
Journal Staff Writer

g See GDP is sKEWED / page 2...

PRISONERS TORTURED, SAYS REPORT…
n Detention Center And BDO Receive Scathing Review

A scathing review of The Bahamas

Department of Corrections and the

Carmichael Road Detention Center  is report-

ed in  the of the U.S State Department’s 2017

Human Rights Report. 

The report, which dedicates 18 pages to

The Bahamas, finds in some areas, conditions

at both facilities failed to meet international

standards, adding that in the case of the cor-

rectional facility, conditions remain harsh due

to overcrowding, poor nutrition, and inade-

quate sanitation. 

Acting Secretary of State, John Sullivan,

released the 2017 Report on Human Rights

Practices on Friday, with U.S officials deter-

mining that while The Bahamas constitution

prohibits torture and cruel, inhumane, or

degrading treatment or punishment, at times

citizens and visitors alleged instances of

police abuse of criminals. 

“Foreign male prisoners frequently report-

ed threats and targeting by prison guards at the

Bahamas Department of Corrections (BDOC).

For example, a Bahamian-U.S. dual citizen

reported in June that BDOC officials placed a

bag over his head and beat him with a golf

club,” the report stated. 

BY LICEC BASTIAN
Journal Staff Writer

g See PRisonERs ToRTURED / page 4...

BPL Unions Standing Firm
BY LICEC BASTIAN

Journal Staff Writer

g See BPL Unions / page 3...
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“In the wake of the results

of the 2017 general elections,
a sealed deal appeared a slam
dunk and academic for the
incoming Minnis administra-
tion. This deal was a low hang-
ing fruit. First the State
Minister for Grand Bahama
said that a deal was imminent.
Mr. know it all Peter Turnquest
then told Parliament that
agreeing to the deal left in
place by the PLP government
was akin to the government
pulling down its proverbial
pants therefore the deal was
rejected.

“It was reported that the
FNM government tried to shop
the project to the Izmerlian
group who called the property
garbage and literally walked
away, leaving senior govern-
ment officials embarrassed
and with their mouths dropped
wide open. Later, it was report-
ed that the Wynn group was
back at the negotiating table
with the government followed
by more announcements that
a deal was close. I now hear
that negotiations have fallen
flat just like the oban deal but
no word is forthcoming from
the government,” said
roberts.  

he says, “other projects on
Grand Bahama that were in
the advanced stages of com-
pletion in May 2017 were the
LNG plant for Grand Bahama
and a Carnival Cruise port.
These initiatives complement-
ed more than $100 million in
infrastructure development in
Grand Bahama over the term
of the Christie administration.
These included the refurbish-
ment of all public clinics, a new
government complex for west
Grand Bahama, a new fire sta-
tion, a new school for west
Grand Bahama and a brand
new elevated Fishing hole
Causeway. The PPP labour
agreement with the Grand
Bahama Shipyard was
designed to replace some 600
work permit holders with

young Bahamian tradesmen
over several years. Together
these projects executed in just
five short years under the PLP
represented a sound founda-
tion of progress on which to
build but it appeared that in
less than one year the Minnis
government has managed to
scuttle all of them and with it,
squandered much of the wave
of political goodwill and politi-
cal capital that propelled the
FNM party into government.
What a shame. The fall was
precipitous and spectacular by
any objective measure,” Mr.
roberts said.

“It is high time that Dr.
Minnis come clean with the
suffering people of Grand
Bahama and offer an accu-
rate, sober and frank account
of his government’s steward-
ship, inclusive of major stum-
bles and missteps along the
way. 

“As far as I am concerned,”
said Mr. roberts, “the Minnis
Government’s terrible han-
dling of the oban deal is
equaled in incompetence with
the handling of the pending
sale of our Lucaya. It should
be clear to all and sundry that
the Government desperately
needs help in getting this hotel
deal closed. Will PM Minnis
accept assistance from the
opposition? The Leader of the
opposition is on record as
saying that the opposition
stands ready and able to
assist the government in any
area of governance that
proves to be in the best inter-
est of the Bahamian people.”

he said, “If the Government
stops wasting the people’s
scarce resources on private
audits that are glorified witch
hunts, let the office of the
Auditor General do its job, and
focus on bringing overdue
relief to hurting and suffering
unemployed Bahamians, then
maybe Grand Bahama and
indeed The Bahamas would
stand a chance of being fur-
ther along in respect to post-
recession economic recovery
and real growth.”

Dr. Minnis said  that small island

states like the Bahamas should be treat-

ed differently in terms of receiving

grants and being able to borrow.

The Prime Minister’s comments are

similar  to those made by Environment

and Housing  Minister Romauld Ferreria

at CHOGM.

Minister Ferreria hoped

Commonwealth Heads would  have had

a change of heart when it comes to post

disaster relief funding. 

When addressing the issue of climate

change at CHOGM, the minister sug-

gested donor states evaluate The

Bahamas based on a  vulnerability index

or GDP index that takes in vulnerability

as opposed to just the country’s GDP.

Mr. Ferreria said,  “we live in a coun-

try where our GDP is skewed. By that I

mean we have a number of millionaires

and billionaires that live in the country

that aren’t necessarily Bahamians and

that drives up the GDP. It may not reflect

the country’s ability and the country’s

true GDP. 

“So when we go out into the market

and we’re looking for assistance to

rebuild after hurricanes, to strengthen

our infrastructure, to install the green

infrastructure, to develop renewal ener-

gy or for whatever, we want to look for

a lot of times we don’t qualify because

of the GDP.”

The Bahamas’ GDP was pegged at

just over $9 billion in 2016. That repre-

sents 0.01% of the global economy.

PM SAYS GDP IS SKEWED

ROBERTS SAYS OUR LUCAYA
SALE COLLAPSED... AGAIN

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...
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Bahamas Agriculture and

Industrial Corporation

(BAIC)   is expanding  the

“pop up farmer’s market”

which Executive Chairman

Michael Foulkes described

in the House of Assembly a

few weeks ago as a smashing

success.

Noting that Health

Minister Duane Sands has

been publicly campaigning

to encourage Bahamians to

eat vegetables and fruits,

BAIC begins the pop up mar-

ket to inner city communities

beginning in Bains and

Grants Town.

BAIC sources as many

produce and fruits as they

can obtain from the family

islands,  disregarding the

$9,000 maximum  amount

that is usually taken from the

family island yearly. 

Mr Foulkes said, “We’ve

been getting a lot of calls

from the family islands as

well and they are very inter-

ested in the famers market. 

“A lot of people are aware

of it because we do a weekly

WhatsApp message and that

weekly WhatsApp message

says exactly what we’re

going to offer.” 

“We source these produce

every week farm fresh from

our family island farmers. 

“They are put on the mail

boat and they are available

on Saturday morning, every

Saturday, freshly harvested

the same week.”

He also said that they did

not realize that they were

tapping into such a great

demand for Bahamian pro-

duce,  but are surprised that

the they are contributing

toward food security and

sovereignty in The Bahamas.

The FNM government’s

long term goal is to drastical-

ly reduce the country’s

reliance on imports.

They plan on doing that

by growing, processing and

marketing our food and

reducing the cost of living

for all Bahamians.

Mr. Foulkes says that you

can’t find prices like these

anywhere else and thanks the

public for their continued

support.
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DON’T MISS IT
I keep telling y all, and I

have been telling y all since

2014 now, we have old equip-

ment. That s the problem,  Mr.

Maynard said.

With that they did warned ,

though that if another major

hurricane hits the island, BPL

is not ready.

President of the BEUMU,

Anthony Christie said that

with seven major storms

expected this season,  the elec-

tricity company is in no way

ready. 

“Are we better than we

were last summer? The sum-

mer before? 

“No, we are not ahead, no

we are not ready. When we

had New Providence get hit

by major storm, we had to get

equipment come in by Power

Secure, we don’t have that

equipment ready. 

“We asked how [many]

trucks are available to hit the

road for emergency purposes.

We asked Power Secure to

leave the trucks here, to pur-

chase the trucks; they took all

of them back. 

“We just basically rented

them for that period, so money

went  out the country again.

Now we have no equipment

on the ground ready if a storm

hits  us today; where are we,”

Mr. Christie said.

Meantime, BPL’s chair-

man, Darnell Osbourne has

said the board has been trans-

parent.

BPL Unions Standing Firm

BAIC EXPANDS POP UP MARKET
BY BErThoNY MCDErMoTT

Journal Staff Writer

The Caribbean Export Development

agency in collaboration with the European

Union is preparing to provide private grant

funds to the Cariforum private sector. 

The firm will be informing businesses

and business support organizations across

the region of the application process for

the Direct Assistance Grant Scheme

(DAGS) over the next few months. 

DAGS is a reimbursement grant fund-

ing facility designed to provide financial

backing to legally registered firms, and

business support organizations with the

potential to export their products and serv-

ices.

The agency also intends to train repre-

sentatives from each of the Cariforum

countries to become DAGS experts. 

The workshop scheduled for  today  at

Superclub Breezes is designed to provide

attendees with more information on the

grant scheme, how to apply, and the

process of reimbursement. 

The workshop kicks off at 9am sharp

until 4pm. 

BY LEAh CooPEr
Journal Staff Writer

CeD pROviDeS GRAnt
FunDS tO tHe CARiFORuM

pRivAte SeCtOR

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...
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A local married couple

concocted a frozen treat to

help keep Nassuvians cool

in the upcoming summer

months. 

Pulpy, a mobile ice cream

spot, is the brainchild of

Shaquille and Anthonique

Coleby. 

Mrs. Coleby said, “ my

husband is a sweet tooth.

We kinda have to stop him

from going for ice cream

every day. So, this is some-

thing that he always wanted

to do. In The Bahamas, we

live in a tropical climate and

its always a good time to

have ice cream. We like the

innovative way of doing

things. You can add so much

flavors and variations, you

can get creative with ice

cream in just a split sec-

ond.” 

The Colebys combine

everything from tropical

fruits to cookies to create

their sweet masterpieces

with just one flick of the

wrist. 

The first step consists of

pouring a “base” cream on

to the ice cream rolling

machine. They flavor the

based on the customers

order, our news team

requested guava. Next, the

couple uses two spatulas to

chop and blend the contents

together so that the flavor

can be experienced in every

little bite. 

The ice cream rolling

machine then solidifies the

cream allowing them to

scoop or roll the ice cream

into one unique treat. The

Colebys then top with

caramel and other sweet

toppings. 

Pulpy is also the winner

for the OWN Bahamas ini-

tiative launched by

Sebastian Bastian earlier

this month. 

This enabled the couple

to purchase the necessary

items to push the business

forward. 

Pulpy was officially

launched last year at

Paradise Plates, an invent in

collaboration with Hands

for Hunger. 

The business which start-

ed out with just regular sun-

daes,  has evolved into an

art form with their innova-

tive presentation. 

If anyone is interested in

tasting these delicious

works of art, they are

encouraged to check out

Pulpy’s Facebook and

Instagram pages.
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As for the physical condi-

tions, the report found that

overcrowding, poor sanita-

tion, and inadequate access

to medical care and drinking

water remain problems in

the men’s maximum securi-

ty block.

“In October the Ministry

of National Security report-

ed the block held 975

inmates in spaces designed

to hold approximately 375

inmates when constructed in

1953. The Minister of

National Security reported

that the BDOC facility, orig-

inally built to hold 1,000

prisoners, held 1,676

inmates as of October. The

ministry reported one pris-

oner death; the matter was

before the Coroner’s Court

of Inquiry, the report said.

It also stated that inmates

reported receiving only two

meals per day, and often

only one, with a meal some-

times consisting only of

bread and tea. 

“Fresh fruit and vegeta-

bles were rare to nonexist-

ent. Prisoners also reported

infrequent access to drink-

ing water and inability to

save potable water due to

lack of storage containers

for the prisoners. A few cells

also lacked running water,

and in those cells, inmates

removed human waste by

bucket. Sanitation was a

general problem, with cells

infested with rats, maggots,

and insects,” the report said.

As for migrant arrest and

detentions, the report stated

that many “Haitian migrants

reported being detained by

immigration officials and

solicited for bribes of

$1,000 to $3,000”

It stated that

“Government officials

sometimes held migrant

detainees who presented a

security risk” at the correc-

tional facility and that

“migrants previously

remained in custody without

charges for up to three

years”.

The 2017 Human Rights

Report however acknowl-

edged that there were some

improvements to the

Bahamas Department of

Corrections.

“The BDOC acquired 20

industrial washers during

the year for cleaning prison-

er bedding and clothing, and

the Ministry of National

Security reported instituting

a standardized cleaning pro-

gram to improve hygiene

conditions in the prison,”

the report indicated.

In 2016 the report indicat-

ed much of the same for

both the Bahamas

Department of Corrections

and the Carmichael Road

Detention Center. 

According to the U.S

Department of State, the

Human Rights Practices

Reports is aimed at promot-

ing and defending human

rights and fundamental free-

doms around the world.

PRISONERS TORTURED, SAYS REPORT…
gg Continued from / PAGE 1...

A 36-year-old single father

has  confessed to stealing tens

of thousands of dollars and

risks  spending time in jail.

After a two-plus hour delay

brought on by a power outage

at the Magistrate Court

Complex on Nassau Street, on

Friday, ex-RBC employee

Traves Mackey, was charged

with two counts of stealing by

reason of employment, 10

counts of falsification of

accounts and one count of

laundering the proceeds of

criminal conduct.

The incident is alleged to

have taken place between

October 11th and November

10th, 2017 and totaled over

$90,000. 

Mackey, who worked at

RBC’s East Hill Street loca-

tion until its closure and then

rehired, pleaded guilty to all

counts. 

Deputy Chief Magistrate,

Subusola Swain, ordered the

accused to pay $1,000 on each

of the 13 counts on Friday,

amounting to a total of

$13,000.

Failure to do so could find

Mackey spending two years

behind bars.

Mackey’s attorney, Dion

Smith, asked for leniency for

his client, mentioning that it

was his first brush with the

law, and that he was one of the

main breadwinners for his

sick mother. 

He also mentioned that his

client was able to repay the

money because the funds

were still in the bank in frozen

accounts, adding that Mackey

thought his actions would be a

good example to show the

bank that their system had

weaknesses. 

However, Mackey was also

required to pay another

$61,588.79  within 30 days, if

he does not comply, another

year will be added to his

prison time.

Further, Mackey is not to

be hired by any other bank or

financial services institution

for at least seven years. He

was granted bail in the

amount of $7,000.

Meantime, Kenja King was

charged with one count each

of abetting, laundering and

acquisition of proceeds.

The 36-year-old pleaded

not guilty. However, she was

denied bail and remanded.

She returns to court July 3rd,

2018.

BY JAMEELhA MISSICK
Journal Staff Writer

ForMEr rBC
EMPLoYEE

STEALS $90K

Minister of State for Grand Bahama  Senator  Kwasi

Thompson met in London, England last week  with tech

companies at the Commonwealth Heads of Government

Meeting (CHOGM).

His intention  was  to encourage foreign investments

in Grand Bahama as the government focuses on making

Grand Bahama a technology hub. 

Senator Thompson said, “we shared our vision with

them, what we wanted and we also invited them to The

Bahamas;  but there was a general theme that which was

that technology really is the future. 

“It is the way that leads to invests, it leads to jobs but

there has to be a strategic plan put in order to do it,” he

said.

Another topic at CHOGM was Fintech,  which

according to Senator Thompson, the Bahamas wants to

be a leader in that industry. 

He  said, “the world is moving in that direction; the

world is inviting  companies to come who are indeed

focused on Fintech.

“The interesting thing  is that there are Bahamians and

Bahamian companies who are also moving in that direc-

tion and so we’re happy that the government is looking

at accepting these Fintech companies who are looking at

mobile financing and looking at moving the mobile

economy forward.” 

Senator Thompson said that we need to focus on

ensuring that we have the right political will and forti-

tude to see this technology vision through, which he

believes this government has.

BY BErThoNY MCDErMoTT
Journal Staff Writer

Senator promotes
Foreign investment
for Grand Bahama

LOCAL COUPLE SHARES
SOMETHING SWEET!

BY LEAh CooPEr
Journal Staff Writer
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That we live in a time when global warming is
for real is now the common sense of mankind;
and so today – as we join in celebrating Earth
Day – we take note of two very real social and
environmental pollutants, noise and plastics.

This year's Earth Day-as we are informed- is
dedicated to providing the information and inspi-
ration needed to eventually end plastic pollution,
according to Earth Day Network.

Note well that:-- Many of us use or encounter
plastic every single day, even if we don't realize
it. There's single-use plastics, such as bags,
bottles, plates, utensils and straws. But there
are also plastics in our electronics, cars, clothes
and paint.

So what happens to all this plastic? Some of
it gets recycled. But a lot ends up in landfills or
is simply littered as plastic pollution, which gets
into our waterways.

Plastic is made to last forever -- it cannot
biodegrade. Disposed plastic materials can
remain in the environment for up to 2,000 years
and longer, according to a 2009 article pub-
lished in scientific journal Chemistry & Biology.

Earth Day Network has called the manage-
ment of plastic waste a "global crisis."

In response then:-- This year, Earth Day
Network will mobilize its global network of non-
governmental organizations and grassroots
groups, as well as local elected officials, faith
leaders, artists, athletes, students and teachers
"to build a world of educated consumers, voters
and activists of all ages who understand the
environmental, climate and health conse-
quences of using plastic," according to rogers.

An estimated 275 million metric tons of plas-
tic waste were generated in 192 coastal coun-
tries in 2010, with 4.8 to 12.7 million metric tons
entering the ocean, according to findings in
a 2015 study led by Jenna Jambeck, an envi-
ronmental engineer at the University of
Georgia.

recent research commissioned by orb
Media, a nonprofit journalism organization
based in Washington, D.C., found that 94 per-
cent of drinking water in the United
States and 93 percent of bottled water sampled
from nine countries are spiked with chemically-

laced plastic particles, many of which have
been linked to major diseases.

In recent years, many countries have taken
steps to ban biphenyl A (BPA), phthalates and
other chemicals from plastics in some products.

"There is a growing tidal wave of interest in
ending plastic pollution and some countries and
governments are already in the vanguard.
Earth Day Network believes we can turn that
tidal wave into a permanent solution to plastics
pollution," Earth Day Network president
Kathleen rogers said in a statement. 

"Plastic pollution is now an ever-present
challenge. We can see plastics floating in our
rivers, ocean and lagoons, littering our land-
scapes and affecting our health and the future
of billions of children and youth. We have all
contributed to this problem – mostly unknow-
ingly," Valeria Merino, vice president of Global
Earth Day at Earth Day Network, said in a
statement.

Unprecedented growth in the production and
use of plastics is triggering a global environ-
mental crisis. Each year, at least eight million
tonnes of plastics leak into the ocean, an
amount set to quadruple by 2050 unless major
reform is put in place. over 800 species are
known to have ingested or been entangled in
marine plastic pollution, killing hundreds of
thousands of animals every year.

And thus, note that:-- From poisoning and
injuring marine life to disrupting human hor-
mones, from littering our beaches and land-
scapes to clogging our waste streams and land-
fills, the exponential growth of plastics is now
threatening the survival of our planet.

In response, Earth Day 2018 has placed
world focus on fundamentally changing human
attitude and behavior about plastics and cat-
alyzing a significant reduction in plastic pollu-
tion.

It therefore follows that leadership in small
island developing states [such as the Bahamas
and its sister nations in the region] whose very
being relies on keeping its marine and terrestri-
al environments clean-green and as near to
pristine as possible should join in today’s world
crusade against plastic borne pollutants.

PLASTICS AND
POLLUTION

SHut-eye

The 2018 series salutes fashion

mogul Peter Nygård’s Golden

Jubilee detailing his rags to riches

story and incredible business suc-

cess over these past fifty years. The

Clifton Review will take an inside

look at how he did it.

Is success really that easy to

achieve? 

We have been looking at the life

and achievements of fashion mogul

Peter Nygard that allowed him to

experience fifty years of business

success, and it may all seem to have

been so easy for him. He’ll probably

tell you that it has not been.

While successful people often

make success look easy, each of

them will tell you that it didn’t hap-

pen very easily or over night.

There is an inspirational sign found in stores

that reads “Success is getting up just one more

time than falling down.”

What does that mean?

Well, it means that there is no straight road

to success. There will be obstacles along the

path—things that get in the way that can cause

you to fall or simply make it a bit more diffi-

cult to get where you are going.

Once such obstacle for Kentucky Fried

Chicken Colonel Sanders was failing at his

restaurant business venture and ending up

broke at age sixty-five. His Kentucky Fried

Chicken business franchise success came after

that, after ‘getting up one more time than

falling down’.

So what does it take? It takes perseverance

even in the face of obstacles and even possibly

past the age of sixty-five. 

It takes perseverance just like the single

mother of five showed that took her from not

having a high school education with five

young children to feed to graduating from law

school.

This single mother of five was in the news

just the other day; a reporter was showcasing

her achievements. They were showcasing the

fact that she started out with very young chil-

dren on the road to improving her education

and made it all the way to graduating from law

school. You could see in the pictures that her

kids were still young so she must have done it

in record time.

Kudos to her! 

At the same time, don’t think that a lack of

education is an obstacle. It is not.

Remember, Bill Gates, the owner of

Microsoft and the richest man in the world,

who is worth about 90 billion dollars? He start-

ed out in his parents’ garage. He didn’t finish

college, yet he has achieved amazing heights.

So even a lack of education is no excuse.

Lots of successful people didn’t even finish

high school. 

That is not to say that if you need an educa-

tion to get where you want to go, you don’t

have to do it. You have to determine if you

have the skills to make your dream come true

or if you need to go back to school like the sin-

gle mother of five.

Just know that whatever is required to

achieve your dreams may not always be easy.

The law school graduate’s achievement was

many years in the making. She expressed in

her interview that it included many nights of

tears, as you can imagine. 

She is living proof that it may not be easy

but it is certainly possible through persever-

ance.

Perseverance means understanding that it’s

a progression, a step by step process that leads

to where you want to be. It means knowing that

progression only happens by taking action

towards your goal on a continuous basis.

At the same time, remember to celebrate the

achievement of milestones along the way. It’s

reflection on your progress that will provide

the fuel to take you to your end goal.

And maybe one day, just as we are doing

with Peter Nygard, we will be analyzing and

reflecting on your astounding success.

THE CLIFTON 

By P. J. Malone

RevieW
The Clifton Review is a bi-weekly column that examines the 

question of the Clifton project along with the evolution of the 

war between two billionaires, the links to unsavory characters, 

the use of the courts for personal agendas, the involvement 

of the Government opposition party (the FnM), and 

the attacks on the Government of The Bahamas.

OBSTACLES
ON YOUR

PATH
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