
a l l  t h e  n e W S  y O u  n e e d  t O  R e a d  i n  t h e  M O R n i n G

WedneSday - aPRil 25th, 2018vOl. 30 - nO. 137 75 CentS

Shop at STANDARD 
SERVICES where you 

could get 20% off 
Houseware, linen, 

lamps and draperies.
and much, much more

Shirley & Church Street 
Phone: 322-4635

StandaRd
SeRviCeS 

SuPPlieS ltd.

DEAN &  ASSOCIATES PROFESSIONAL
INSURANCE AGENTS & BROKERS

“Meeting Your Needs Efficiently and Professionally”

BuilDinGs (CoMMeRCiAl & ResiDentiAl)

life - GRouP - MeDiCAl - 

Annuities - liABility - MARine - 

HoMeoWneRs - Auto

tel: (242)-356-0986 fax: (242)-356-0987

Deal’s Plaza, Mackey street

P.o. Box CB-13952 nassau, Bahamas

8:30am - 4:30pm

Local Gov’t By
2020 For NP?

y 2020 Local

g o v e r n m e n t

could possibly

be implemented

in New

P r o v i d e n c e .

According to

Minister of Local Government

Frankie Campbell,  this is

dependent on what a commit-

tee comes up with once they

complete their scrutiny of local

government throughout the

Family Islands.  

Speaking with media before

heading into Tuesday’s

Cabinet meeting, Mr.

Campbell said, “some time

ago, the Cabinet of The

Bahamas approved the forma-

tion of a committee that will

look into matters related to the

implementation of local gov-

ernment in New Providence. 

“On Wednesday past I had

the privilege to meet with that

committee. The committee is

chaired by Senator Renard

Henfield.

“The committee is made up

of a cross section of individu-

als from varying backgrounds.

They were given the mandate

to consider the legislation that

exists to consider the practices

that are going on in the Family

Islands now and to see how

effective and efficient they are

before we move into consider-

ing local government in New

Providence,” Mr. Campbell

said. 

The Minister  added that

besides the committee’s

excitement to work on this

project, he is satisfied that the

committee has already began

work in this process.

“We will get a timely report

from the committee; as a mat-

ter of fact they have committed

to give a progress report by the

end of August.

“And so, I want the

Bahamian people to know that

we are committed to keeping

that promise and we are assur-

ing that we are very much

ahead of time, because the next

local government election is

scheduled for 2020 and we are

working to be ahead of time to

make sure that we can deliver

on that,” Mr. Campbell said.

BY LICEC BASTIAN
Journal Staff Writer
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g See GoV’t By 2020 / page 2...

Distribution of 610 repair
cheques for roofs in Gb

4 RECEIVING PAYMENT – The Ministry of Works continued with cheque distribution for roof repairs on 
Monday, April 23. It is expected that some 610 cheques will be issued this week. (BIS Photo/Lisa Davis)

“NEWBOLD
ASSUrES

GOVErNMENT
IS WOrKING”

4 Press Secretary in the
Office of the Prime

Minister Anthony Newbold
(Journal file photo)

Press Secretary in the

Office of the Prime Minister

Anthony Newbold, yesterday

assured the media that the

government has produced a

number of initiatives to move

the country forward. He was

answering critics who com-

plain about the lack of confi-

dence in the Minnis

Administration. 

“The talk in some circles

is that we’re not sure how

much confidence people had

or have in Prime Minister

Minnis and his government,

well Shell North America [is]

planning to move their head-

quarters here to New

Providence, it’s a multina-

tional, one of the largest in

the world.

“I can’t think of too many

better indications of a stamp

of approval of what Prime

Minister Minnis and his gov-

ernment are  doing,” he said.  

BY JAMEELHA MISSICK
Journal Staff Writer

g See GoVeRnMent / page 2...

PM Minnis: Role of the
Church perhaps more 

critical “in our lifetime”

The role of the Church is perhaps more

critical “in our lifetime” than at any other

point. As a result, the Church must uphold

holiness at all times, Prime Minister, Dr.

the Hon. Hubert A. Minnis said Monday.

“Today we live in a world where so

many standards are compromised. Many

persons prefer shortcuts or the easy way

out,” Prime Minister Minnis said. “There is

no substitute or compromise.”

Addressing the Opening Session of the

36th Annual General Assembly of the

Voice of Deliverance Ministries held at

Voice of Deliverance, Deliverance Way,

Malcolm Allotment, Prime Minister

Minnis said the General Assembly’s

Theme of “Upholding the Legacy of

Holiness, Building on a Solid Foundation,”

was both appropriate and timely.

“We must find the formula to return to

those practices which made us Christians

in our homes and neighbourhoods,” Prime

Minister Minnis said.

“We somehow seemed closer before we

built neighbourhood walls and fences. We

just seemed closer when we sat on the

porch and knew our neighbours. I recall

when it was possible to ask the neighbour

for a piece of onion or some tomato paste.

We were closer. We cared and shared.

BY C. JILLIAN GrAY

g See “in ouR lifetiMe” / page 7...

DPM Refutes Claim Of
Our Lucaya Sale Collapse

Debunking claims by for-

mer Progressive Liberal

Party (PLP) Chairman,

Bradley Roberts that the sale

of Grand Lucaya Resort, in

Grand Bahama has been a

constant on again off again,

Deputy Prime Minister Peter

Turnquest said it was all a

false claim.

In  a recent statement, Mr.

Roberts suggested that the

sale of the resort had  col-

lapsed. However, Mr.

Turnquest  described  the

former Works Minister’s

commentary to being

“incredibly mischievous, and

it is disingenuous”.

“The deal continues to be

moving forward. There are

some final details that are

being completed as we

speak, and we certainly

expect to have a completed

agreement within in short

order,” Mr. Turnquest said.

The Member of

Parliament for East Grand

Bahama, acknowledged that

while there has been several

times that the government

said the sale is near comple-

tion, he stated that these

types of negotiations are

complicated.

“They are further compli-

cated by the financial nature

of them. 

BY LICEC BASTIAN
Journal Staff Writer

g See DPM Refutes / page 4...
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“The committee is a non-partisan committee thus Mr.

Henfield heading the committee. The opposition was

invited to add a member to the committee and I think the

opposition nominated former Member of Parliament

Philip Smith,” Mr. Campbell said. 

The committee is comprised of individuals such as

Cephas Cooper, Vice Chairman, Dr. Nicola Virgil Rolle,

Dr. Nicolette Bethel, Ed Fields, Brett Lashley, Dianne

Holowesko Dunkley, Valentino Brown and Roderick

Pinder.

Mr. Newbold also reiterated

that the government is focused

on improving the way they

govern themelves, and

explained how they are doing

so.  

“One of the ways is to put

some legislation in place, so

some bills have been tabled in

the past; a bill to establish the

Office of the Director of

Public Prosecutions, the

Financial Transactions

Reporting Amendment bill,

the Proceeds of Crime Bill, a

bill to amend the Criminal

Evidence Witness Anonymity

Amendment Bill, the

Automatic Exchange of

Financial Account Information

Act, all of them passed,” he

said.      

“What’s still on the table

and will be passed, a bill to

provide for the office of the

Ombudsman, a bill to provide

for the establishment of the

Integrity Commission; there

will be some other bills that

will be introduced as time goes

on, and we say that we are

eleven months in  now,  but

those are the bills that have

been laid on the table and that

have been passed,” he added.

Mr. Newbold also men-

tioned that the Prime Minister

is moving right along with the

Over the Hill Redevelopment

Initiative; one of the ways he

said, the government is keep-

ing their promise to the peo-

ple. 

Next Wednesday, May 2,

2018 a town meeting will be

held at the C.R Walker Senior

High School, where the Prime

Minister and members of his

team will present the white

paper on the creation of an

economic empowerment zone

to restore the over the hill

community. 

“This white paper will out-

line the tax incentives and

nuances of how that program

will work to provide economic

relief to the inner city,” he

said.

“What will also be dis-

cussed during that town meet-

ing are  some of the targeted

programs and initiatives to

improve the lives of all resi-

dents Over the Hill and cer-

tainly for some of those areas

that are troubled by any num-

ber of things.”

Mr. Newbold said that the

government’s message is sim-

ple, and they they will contin-

ue to push this message mov-

ing forward. 

“The message of this gov-

ernment has been, always has

been and will continue to be

that the government is com-

mitted to rooting out corrup-

tion, leveling the playing field

so that the quality of life for as

many Bahamians as possible

can be improved.”

“That’s been the message

from Prime Minister Minnis

when he was Leader of the

Opposition on the campaign

trail before and after. That’s

always been the message and

that is not going to change,” he

said.

“NEWBOLD ASSUrES GOVErNMENT IS WOrKING”

Local Gov’t By
2020 For NP?

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...
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diStRibutiOn Of 610 RePaiR
ChequeS fOR ROOfS in Gb

FREEPORT, Grand Bahama –

Six hundred and ten more residents of

Grand Bahama are now better pre-

pared to repair their roofs as a part of

the government’s national repair pro-

gramme.

With a steady flow, those armed

with the necessary identification,

lined up on Monday, April 23, to

receive their much anticipated assis-

tance for roof repairs with the hurri-

cane season fast approaching.

Parliamentary Secretary in the

Ministry of Works, Iram Lewis, said

in addition to the 125 cheques previ-

ously distributed, they are in posses-

sion of 610 for those who were in

tiers 2, 3 and 4.

Describing the day as a “great”

one, Mr. Lewis added that people can

now have their roofs repaired and

ready for the hurricane season. He

added that because of the large num-

ber of cheques being distributed, peo-

ple should only come to collect if

they have been contacted.

He said, “We are presently compil-

ing a fifth list that we’re sending into

Nassau around the first part of May.

As soon as that list arrives in Nassau,

they will also be processed and

brought to Grand Bahama and we

expect that everyone will have their

cheques in hand prior to the com-

mencement of the hurricane season.

“It means a lot to the people of

Grand Bahama because it’s been long

coming and when you drive around

town, you still see a lot of tarp on

roofs and a lot of homes [that] are still

damaged as a result of leaks. We are

just pleased that at this time, the gov-

ernment is able to assist the con-

stituents from East Grand Bahama all

the way to West, and some of the

smaller cays.”

Targeting residents with roofing

leaks, Mr. Lewis said it is important

that they are stopped and the homes

are saved. He urged the residents to

ensure that their homes are repaired

properly and comply with building

codes.

“And by all means, please get your

insurance because based on what I’ve

found out in a short period of time,

there is no way the government can

sustain such a programme. It is a

heavy burden on the government, but

again we are about people and we are

going to do our best to ensure that

relief is given at this time.”

Minister of Youth, Sports and

Culture and Member of Parliament

for Marco City, the Hon. Michael

Pintard added that there are a number

of people being assisted independent-

ly, either by the Member of

Parliament, or various churches.

There are certain individuals being

helped by two or three organizations.

“We are asking residents who have

gotten the supplies that they need to

decline to accept additional supplies

from some of the non-governmental

organizations, churches or the gov-

ernment, so that somebody else can

get assistance.”

While there are not enough

resources to help everyone, they can

be “stretched”if those affected only

accept their fair share of assistance.

BY rOBYN ADDErLEY

4 ASSISTANCE IS HERE – Minister of Youth, Sports and Culture, the Hon. Michael Pintard, 
on Monday, April 23, urged contractors to assist where possible and urged those residents 

who have already received assistance for repairs, to decline further assistance so that others 
may be helped. Shown from left outside of the cheque for roof repairs distribution centre are 
Rev. Frederick McAlpine, Member of Parliament for Pineridge Constituency; Minister Pintard, 
Member of Parliament for Marco City; and Parliamentary Secretary in the Ministry of Works 

and Member of Parliament for Central Grand Bahama, Iram Lewis. (BIS Photo/Lisa Davis)

g See DistRiBution of 610 / page 4...
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Minister of Transport and

Local Government, the Hon.

Frankie Campbell announced

that the Bahamas Maritime

Association would hold its first

Bi-Annual Maritime Week, May

6 to 11.  During the week of

activities, the public will be

made aware of career opportu-

nities in the maritime industry.

The Minister made the

announcement at the Ministry

of Transport on Monday.

“The focus of this maritime

week is to raise national

awareness of the employment

opportunities that exist within

the maritime sector to expand

the career choice for our

young persons beyond tradi-

tional sectors favoured by

Bahamians,” said Minister

Campbell.

He said that there are vari-

ous facets to the shipping

industry that the public may

not be aware of.  He is opti-

mistic that Bahamians would

use this opportunity to

acquaint themselves with the

wide range of opportunities

available in the industry.

“When you think of ship-

ping, one may consider the

ship structure and equipment

onboard but there are numer-

ous auxiliary services ranging

from naval architecture, hip-

ping finance, maritime law,

agency services, training, hotel

services just to name a few,”

he said. We believe that The

Bahamas has the capacity to

produce a competent and

qualified workforce to compete

at the global level for ship-

board jobs.  Achieving employ-

ment within the sector would

not only boost the nation’s pro-

file but also attract investment,

which will generate economic

benefits for the country.

Chairperson of BMA, Ms. J.

Denise Lewis-Johnson, said

that the week would feature a

cross section of activities, and

that the public is invited to par-

ticipate in all of the public

events.

“We will commence the

week with a church service at

St. Matthews Church on

Sunday, 6th May and there will

also be a Public Education

Forum at the University of the

Bahamas on Tuesday, 8th

May. Daily assemblies will be

held at numerous schools. We

will take primary and high

school students on tour of

cruise ships,” she said. The

students will have lunch

aboard the Disney Cruise

Ship, The Enchantment of the

Seas, and two other ships.

There will also be appear-

ances on talk shows and board

members will meet with indus-

try partners to discuss improv-

ing the product.

Director of BMA, Mr. Cardio

Cox said that the events for

Maritime week will also be mir-

rored in a few of the Family

Islands.
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THE MOST UNIQUE SHOW ON RADIO

DON’T MISS IT

Members of the  Road Traffic Board

greeted a packed room inside of the Thomas

A. Robinson Stadium yesterday where

Bahamians were waiting patiently in moving

one step closer to owning their own business. 

The Department hosted their quarterly

public sitting accommodating about 132

applicants, many of which expressed interest

in owning car rental companies.

Deputy Chairman of the Road Traffic

Authority Brandace Duncanson said:

“During this public sitting, we’ve basically

been focusing on addressing new applica-

tions. Through this process, we’re hoping to

stimulate the economy by empowering

Bahamians to be entrepreneurs and get into

the business. 

She added, “Also, what we try to do is

have an idea of how many existing plates

are out there that are inactive and recall

those plates, then reissue those to persons

that would put them to use. Persons have a

90 day period in which they must have their

car on the island licensed, registered, and

active. If not, we would recall the plates that

were unused.  ” 

A few applicants share with our news

team their plans for their businesses. 

Troy McNeil said that he intends to name

his business after his mother that died some

two years ago. 

Allen McDonald said that he decided to

open his business “to serve people that are

having problems with their vehicles.” 

Accountant Antonja Bain said that her

interview went well yesterday.

The Freeport native expressed that she

wanted to accommodate the needs of those

in Grand Bahama. 

She said, “Freeport people really don’t

like to rent the Japanese vehicles. So, I’m

doing 5 US [cars], and I’m waiting on four

more.”

She added, “I noticed that it’s a very

lucrative industry. I noticed that they don’t

really advertise it’s really just word of

mouth and based on trust. So, I figured that

I’ll tap into that market, and it’s not really

that much overhead that they have to deal

with as it relates to the expenses for the

company.” 

The board consisting of seven members

will later meet to discuss among themselves

to make a final decision.

Applicants will then receive letter which

indicate whether they have been approved

or denied.

BY LEAH COOPEr
Journal Staff Writer

rOAD TrAFFIC DEPArTMENT GrANTS
ENTrEPrENEUrSHIP OPPOrTUNITIES

Employment opportunities to be highlighted
during Maritime Week scheduled for May 6-11

BY BETTY VEDrINE
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Participants and support-

ers made their way today to

the E. Clement Bethel

National Arts Festival 2018

in New Providence to wit-

ness some of the talent The

Bahamas has to offer. The

festival takes place in the

capital for two weeks at

Church of God Auditorium,

Joe Farrington Road, 9:30

a.m. to 3:00 p.m. each day. 

After adjudication in New

Providence, the festival will

return to the Family Islands

to review expansive creative

talent there.

The festival is open to

amateur Bahamians of all

ages (unless the category is

specified) who can showcase

artistic abilities in categories

such as dance, music, drama

while they compete for dif-

ferent awards.

Tuesday, April 24, 2018

marked the second day of the

festival where students from

different schools, both gov-

ernment and private, compet-

ed in every age category. 

First graders from

Queen’s College sang famil-

iar Bahamian tunes such as

“Oh My Andros” by Elon

Moxey and “Church Out

Crab Crawling” by Eddie

Minnis and Ronnie Butler in

unison. 

The ‘big kids’ from C.R.

Walker High School gave

the audience a treat by per-

forming popular oldies like

“Chain Gang” by Sam

Cooke -- and brought it right

back to the present day with

“All About that Bass” by

Meghan Trainor, all in acap-

pella.
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“We want to make sure

we get the best deal possible

for the Bahamian people,

and that takes a bit of effort

and a bit of back and forth of

negotiation. 

“We believe that we have

the deal almost complete;

we’ve pretty much agreed on

certainly all of the big ticket

items; it’s just a matter now

of putting the agreements

together and for everybody

to agree for a date to sign

off,” Mr. Turnquest said. 

When asked by reporters

yesterday  if Mr. Roberts

remarks were political mis-

chief, Mr. Turnquest said

that he believed it to be so. 

“It is. It is also harmful to

what we are trying to accom-

plish. 

“The world is changing,

The Bahamas is changing. It

is becoming more and more

competitive, regulations are

becoming more and more

stringent making it that

much more difficult and

causing us to have to change

the way we do business; the

way we look at business.

“These comments, by

someone who is trying to

hold on to the relic of the

past is just unfortunate,” Mr.

Turnquest said. 

He added that with The

Bahamas being in a compet-

itive market, working

together should be the only

option.

“One of the things we

have to remember is that we

are trying to attract foreign

direct investment, which is a

very competitive business

these days because we all

have the same assets more

or less, sun, sand sea, friend-

ly people and the same basic

culture.

“So, when we start mak-

ing these kinds of state-

ments, alarming statements

it is not helpful to what we

are trying to do in terms of

[how] to grow our economy,

grow opportunities for

Bahamians, both in terms of

careers as well as entrepre-

neurial opportunities and it

is unfortunate, because

again we all have the same

goal or we should all have

the same goal,” Mr.

Turnquest said. 

When asked about a time-

line for the completion on

the sale of the resort, Mr.

Turnquest  said giving a

deadline was not feasible. 

“Some things are out of

our control and I don’t want

to give the impression that it

is going to be tomorrow

when I don’t control that

pen,” Mr. Turnquest said.

DPM Refutes Claim Of
Our Lucaya Sale Collapse
gg Continued from / PAGE 1...

Turning his attention to contractors, the

Minister said that there are a number of

them who have consistently gotten con-

tracts from government whether under this

or the previous administration. “We’re

asking that where possible, help particu-

larly the senior citizens. There are a num-

ber of single women with children living

in very tough conditions. We’re asking if

you can assist by at a minimum, giving a

reasonable figure for the work that you’re

doing, but secondly, where you are able to

volunteer some time, to do so in order to

help.

“It is really a difficult time for a number

of families, and we’re asking persons to

just really have a conscience and offer

some assistance.”

The Minister said that when contacting

a contractor, check with the Ministry of

Works, which is familiar with contractors

and whether or not they are reliable. 

“We will not deceive you, we will tell

you up front that we have a historical dif-

ficulty with a particular contractor if we

have on record where they have started

jobs, collected the payment and have done

nothing else. Far too many horror stories

exist where persons have paid, borrowed

money in some cases, only to find that the

work has not been done satisfactorily.”

Minister Pintard concluded by saying

that government is there to make sure that

the repairs are done. He said they should

ensure that their homes are sealed first,

whether it is the roof, doors or windows.

These, he continued, should be sealed

before any additional work is done inside.

Also present was Rev. Frederick

McAlpine, member of Parliament for

Pineridge Constituency, who said when

receiving the funds, residents should be

responsible and repair their roofs, and not

pretend as if it’s “Christmas”.

“The government has done this. They

have held up their end of the bargain.

Please, we don’t want you to come back

and say you didn’t get, or your roof isn’t

repaired. We have a list, we know who got

their roof repaired (cheque) and so don’t

call us out so we have to call you out. We

know who you are, we know what we did

and we did it in good faith.”

All the government is asking, he said, is

that the money is used for what it is

intended, and that is to repair their roofs.

The deadline for the programme was

Friday, April 20, 2018.

diStRibutiOn Of 610 RePaiR
ChequeS fOR ROOfS in Gb
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4 CHECKING IN – While staff at the Ministry of Works and NEMA 
distributed cheques for hurricane roof repairs on Monday, April 23, the 

Members of Parliament present checked in on how it was going. From left are:
Ministry of Works Parliamentary Secretary and Member of Parliament for Central
Grand Bahama, Iram Lewis; Rev. Frederick McAlpine, Member of Parliament for
Pineridge Constituency; and Minister of Youth, Sports and Culture, and Member 
of Parliament for Marco City, the Hon. Michael Pintard. (BIS Photo/Lisa Davis)

National Arts Festival Opens in New Providence
BY SYDNEI L. ISAACS

4 Students from Uriah McPhee honoured The Bahamas’s African 
heritage with folk dancing, while adorned in African face painting 

and head scarves. (BIS Photos/Raymond A. Bethel, Sr.)
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The people’s money is the people’s money; it

is not your own!”

Justice Cheryl Grant-Thompson

As we note – albeit as tangent to a wider dis-

cussion of law, policy, fact and conjecture:--

FOrMEr College of The Bahamas employee

Chimeka Gibbs was sentenced to 15 years in

prison by a Supreme Court judge yesterday for

stealing over $700,000 from the tertiary institu-

tion over a seven-year period.

One of the more interesting aspects of gover-

nance in these times has to do with that hugely

important disjuncture between how the execu-

tive branch of government now functions and

how and why the judiciary oft-times now finds

itself in apparent opposition to its co-equal part-

ner, namely the Executive, as it is led by the

Prime Minister.

Some sense of the extent to which this appar-

ent disjuncture can be gleaned not only from the

yeoman’s work done by Attorney Fred Smith and

his colleagues, but also in the high-quality work

now being done by any number of Justices work-

ing at the Supreme Court level, in particular.

This type of work can be directly and proper-

ly juxtaposed to some of what can only be

described as a species of high-level conjecture-

laden corruption-packed prime-ministerial pontif-

ications; as currently being driven by the

Nation’s Chief, the Hon. rd. Hubert A. Minnis!

The disjuncture is clear as one set of conclu-

sions is based on law and fact whilst the other is

deeply grounded in supposition larded in specu-

lation and thus goo-filled with exaggeration and

the sheerest of garments all apparently stitched

together with prejudice and lies.

One very clear example of this genre comes

packaged in with statements recently made by

prime minister to the effect [as he explained]:---

“I was very, very conservative when I said cor-

ruption in The Bahamas is probably $200m,

which was below the world’s figures]. If you want

the true figure, [if The Bahamas’ GDP is $10bn,

if you look at the lower limit because we are a

religious nation so [let’s put ourselves at the

lower level]:---You are talking about $500m.

Prime Minister, the Hon. rd. Hubert A. Minnis.

Wow! Corruption in The Bahamas is PrOBA-

BLY $200m!

And like even more of Wow!

Corruption in The Bahamas is PrOBABLY

$500m!

This is just not good enough; you cannot and

should not build law and policy on a foundation

riddled with said probabilities.

Dearly beloved, read, weep and shudder as

you try to imagine the depth, scope and wide

reach achieved when IF cavorts with conjecture;

and thus, marvel at the ribald extent to which

imagined charges of rampant corruption can and

does lead to ill-conceived law and policy.

In this regard, then, note with us that:-- Here

of late, there has been talk and chat galore as

note is taken of not only the extent to which

white collar criminals are –at long last-being

detected, charged and convicted on being found

guilty of any number of wrong-doings; and thus,

any number of these well-to-do crooks are now

being locked up!

Whilst this is good as effort is made to

demonstrate how the law- as such- is no

respecter of any and all who have run afoul of

the law, we are nonetheless a tad chagrined as

report after guesstimated corruption-based

report is being launched and piled onto a very

large of eerily similar corruption-tinctured narra-

tives now being tossed hither, thither and yon!

We are not impressed; and clearly we cry

shame on any and all who would lead the people

down what we see as a very dangerous path

laced with prejudice and pontifications all

grounded in a mire of conjecture.

Quite frankly, [therefore]: We are not

impressed by any of these reports precisely

because very many of these so-called corrup-

tion-tinctured narratives are little more than

scare stories which – if taken seriously- would

have us all wallow in a mire of conjecture as

regards the so-called ‘real’ basis for the life-

styles enjoyed by some of our nouveaux-rich

compatriots.

And therefore, the sum of the matter remains

that no matter the level of governance---whether

at the level of family, firm, Church, State or Civil

Society, policy should be grounded in fact; in law

–whether germane to Caesar or Christ---and in a

just world, too, action should be guided with a

sense of justice and fair-play for all.

CONjECTURE
vS. FACTS

Shut-eye

The 2018 series salutes fashion

mogul Peter Nygård’s Golden

Jubilee detailing his rags to riches

story and incredible business suc-

cess over these past fifty years. The

Clifton Review will take an inside

look at how he did it.

If members of the Government of

The Bahamas abdicate their respon-

sibilities, then who is left to properly

govern our country?

If it was an easy job, then any-

body could do it. However, it is not

an easy job. Yet, anybody who

accepts the role to govern the

Commonwealth of The Bahamas is

expected to do whatever is required

to ensure that our country continues

to develop and grow, and to ensure

that all of its citizens’ best interests are consid-

ered when making decisions.

So to hear a Member of Parliament

acknowledge that what is being proposed may

not be constitutional, to see bills passed that

are not in everyone’s best interest, and to hear

solutions proposed that are not logical, it all

means that our representatives don’t care about

the best interests of all Bahamians, don’t know

how to govern our country, or are too lazy or

lack the smarts to come up with solutions that

work for everyone.

It is most disconcerting to hear of the state-

ments that were made in The Bahamas

Parliament when the Criminal Evidence

(Witness Anonymity) Amendment Bill 2018

was being proposed.

In a Nassau Guardian article it explained

that when Minister of Works Desmond

Bannister spoke to lead the debate on the bill,

he admitted that the courts might strike it down

because a change to the Act may be viewed as

unconstitutional. 

The constitutional reference is apparently to

Article 20 (e): “Every person who is charged

with a criminal offense shall be afforded facil-

ities to examine in person or by his legal repre-

sentative the witnesses called by the prosecu-

tion before the court.”

So why in the world would the Parliament

of The Bahamas waste time debating a bill that

they know to be unconstitutional?

Here’s what the Nassau Guardian article,

“Lawyer prepared to challenge witness

anonymity law”, presents:

Bannister continued, “So a very legitimate

question that we may ask is whether the

making of such an order would constitute a

constitutional infringement.

“Some may argue that the courts will strike

this amendment down as unconstitutional as

it relates to Supreme Court trials, since, as

the triers of fact, jurors are entitled to see

the demeanor of a witness, and to judge

their reactions as they answer questions.

“The government takes the position that we

have a duty to do our best to protect witness-

es who are brave enough to come forward to

give evidence against murderers, drug deal-

ers, human traffickers and other despicable

criminals who would otherwise get away.

“At the end of the day we take the position

that we will do our duty in this place, and

then listen as the courts make their determi-

nation.”

Well, that’s not good enough. That is not

why representatives are sent to Parliament. 

We didn’t send representatives to

Parliament to pass laws with weak founda-

tions. We didn’t send representatives to

Parliament to abdicate their responsibilities

and have the courts govern us in their stead.

We elected a government to represent an

entire nation and solve the difficult problems

not to ask the courts to do it. 

If these Members of Parliament find it too

difficult to do their jobs then they should say so

and allow the people of The Bahamas to elect

a Government that won’t find it so difficult.

THE CLIFTON 

By P. J. Malone

RevieW
the Clifton Review is a bi-weekly column that examines the 

question of the Clifton project along with the evolution of the 

war between two billionaires, the links to unsavory characters, 

the use of the courts for personal agendas, the involvement 

of the Government opposition party (the fnM), and 

the attacks on the Government of the Bahamas.

IS THIS WHY WE SEND
REPREsEnTaTivEs

TO PARLIAMENT? 
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