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PM Says Prove
Americans Wrong

4 Prime Minister 
Dr. Hubert Minnis

(Journal file photo)

A man has been jailed

after his recent extradition

from the United States.

49 year old Bahamian cit-

izen Salathiel Thompson of

Bacardi Road has been on

the run from Bahamian

authorities since 1989 for

eight armed robberies he

allegedly committed.

BY oNIKE ARChER
Journal Staff Writer

Extradited
Bahamian
held  for
Armed

Robbery

rime Minister

Dr. Hubert

Minnis has said

the U.S  State

Department was

within its rights

to warn American citizens in

the Bahamas. 

In an interview with mem-

bers of the press following a

courtesy call from Transport

Minister Frankie Campbell

and representatives from the

Bahamas Maritime Authority,

Dr. Minnis challenged

Bahamians to remain focused

on proving negative reports

about the Bahamas wrong.

“I think that, yes, we may

have challenges, but every

nation has challenges, and the

most important thing is to rec-

ognize and admit that you

have challenges. Once you

recognize them, then you are

able to overcome them, and

the mere fact that Bahamians

are speaking out against it...it

helps elevate and take your

country to another level in

terms of responsibility and

ensuring that there is no

avenue for such a statement

moving forward."

“I think every country has

a responsibility to its people

to do what they think is right,

and we also have a responsi-

bility to our people and we

must ensure them that regard-

less of what negative they

may hear out there, we must

continue to remain focused

and prove those individuals

wrong," Dr. Minnis said.

BY AmAjAhL KNowLES
Journal Staff Writer
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CARICOM
COndeMns

TRuMp

members of the Caribbean

Community have come

together to denounce com-

ments made by U.S President

Donald Trump concerning

haiti and other African

nations.

In a statement released by

CARICom on Saturday,  the

organization  said it is deeply

disturbed by reports about the

use of derogatory and repul-

sive language by the

President of the United States

in respect of  member State,

haiti, and other developing

countries. 

They added that they con-

demn in the strongest terms,

the unenlightened views

reportedly expressed.

“of additional concern, is this

pattern of denigrating haiti

and its citizens in what seems

to be a concerted attempt to

perpetuate a negative narra-

tive of the country. we are

especially saddened that such

narrative emerged around the

time of the anniversary of the

devastating 2010 earthquake

which took so many lives of

citizens in that country.

BY AmAjAhL KNowLES
Journal Staff Writer

g See CarICom / page 4...

Bahamas maritime authority Farewell Gala
Banquet For retirinG Commodore davy rolle

4 The Hon. Frankie Campbell, Minister of Transport & Local Government, and the Chairman and Board Members of the Bahamas Maritime Authority,
hosted a Farewell Gala Dinner for retiring Maritime Authority Managing Director, Commodore Davy Rolle on Friday evening, January 12, 2018 at

SuperClubs Breezes. Prime Minister, Dr. the Hon. Hubert Minnis was in attendance. Pausing for a group photo at the gala event, l-r: Bahamas Maritime
Authority Deputy Chairman Peter Goulandris and Mrs. Goulandris, Chairman Denise Lewis-Johnson, Commodore Davy and Stephanie Rolle, Prime

Minister Hubert Minnis, Minister Frankie Campbell, and Chairman of the Bahamas Shipowners Association John Adams. (BIS Photo/Peter Ramsay)

Mitchell: Public Education Needed On Immigration Woes

A little more than two

weeks since the ultimatum

given by Prime Minister Dr.

Hubert Minnis and the

enforcement of immigration

law, former Minister of

Immigration, Fred Mitchell

said that anything that deals

with the vexing issue of

immigrants is a step in the

right direction.  However,

he calls the recent moves by

the administration laugh-

able. 

“Anything that can deal

with this very vexing issue

is a step in the right direc-

tion.

“The issue must however,

be addressed comprehen-

sively and not in isolation,”

Mr. Mitchell said. 

Speaking with this

Journal on the recent

remarks by Attorney

General, Carl Bethel, on the

I n t e r - M i n i s t e r i a l

Committee that would be

formed to address shanty

towns, Mr. Mitchell said

that idea is nothing new, but

believes that emphasis by

this administration should

be on public education. 

BY LICEC BASTIAN
Journal Staff Writer

g See ImmIgratIon / page 2...
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“The question of them

being aggressive with this

immigration (problem)  is

laughable, it is completely

laughable;  they didn’t

invent the wheel. On the 1st

of November 2014,  the

Progressive Liberal Party

administration announced

that everyone in this country

had to have an identity doc-

ument on them because

there was going to be strict

enforcement of the rules.

“That never stopped,”

Mr. Mitchell said.

Mr. Mitchell said that

public education on the

immigration issue is critical,

especially when addressing

the labour market. 

“There seems to me to be

a need right now for public

education because I don’t

think that this public

accepts that migration is as

severe a problem or unlaw-

ful or irregular migration is

as severe a problem as it

really is.

“And I think that the gov-

ernment needs to engage a

greater public education of

how,  for example the labour

market is undercut by this

and secondly how health,

public health, is adversely

affected by this. 

“So, it’s not so much to

me what the enforcement

people do. Right now we

need the assistance of the

public to get on top of this

problem.

“It’s the public that’s hir-

ing people and undercutting

the labour market. It’s the

public that’s renting hous-

ing; It’s the Bahamian pub-

lic that’s driving the illegal

migration in the sense that

there obviously must be

cooperation and collusion

on this end;  for these peo-

ple to make it all the way up

from Haiti into this island

without being stopped or

interdicted,” Mr. Mitchell

said.

Mr. Mitchell said

although the FNM govern-

ment is attempting to

address the problem, he also

believes that they have

slackened efforts.

“If anything, this admin-

istration has slackened

enforcement by allowing

people into the schools

without proper identifica-

tion and without proper sta-

tus in the country and that

we disagree with. 

“Our view is that there

ought to be strict enforce-

ment of the immigration

laws…and this pandering to

various groups should not

obtain,” he said.

Mr. Mitchell agreed how-

ever, that there is much left

to be done with regard to the

illegal immigration prob-

lem. 

“There is a lot of work

that remains to be done. 

“We will monitor what

this committee is doing;

hopefully some of our mem-

bers will be engaged if there

are public discussion on this

to see what we can do to

help and assist.

“It’s a very expensive

business and its going to be

very troubling when you

actually move to remove

these shanty towns which

they should,” Mr. Mitchell

said.

A2 nationalneWs
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The U.S  State  Department's advisory, issued on

Wednesday, ranks the Bahamas at ‘level 2: exercise

increase caution', stating that violent crimes, such as bur-

glaries, armed robberies and sexual assault, are common,

even during daylight hours and in tourist areas.

Mitchell: Public Education
Needed On Immigration Woes

PM Says Prove
Americans Wrong

haitian Remembers 
EarthquakE

n Says Trump’s Head is Bad

Last Friday marked eight years since Haiti

experienced that 7.0 catastrophic Earthquake,

killing almost three million people. 

In the process, a quarter of a million homes

and 30,000 commercial buildings were said to

have collapsed, burying old and young people

alike.

The Bahama Journal spoke with Haitian

Johnson Jean-Jacques, who now resides in

The Bahamas, about the effects this

Earthquake had on him and loved ones.

“When the Earthquake passed in Haiti, I

wasn’t in Haiti, I was in Nassau.  When my

baby’s mother called me, she said something

had happened in my country. I said, “What?”

“I heard all my country break down.  That

was hard for me at the time because I have

plenty friends and family still down there. My

ex girlfriend was still in Haiti during that

time. 

“Immediately, I tried to call them and I

couldn’t get anyone,” Mr. Jean-Jacques

remembers.

He continued, “today makes eight years. I

called my people, but all they tell me was they

didn’t have time to talk right now because

they were rushing out the door to head to

Church to go pray to God, because Haiti suf-

fer plenty.

It was recorded that two weeks after the

Earthquake, Haiti was still experiencing after-

shocks measuring 4.5 or greater.  

Since then, the impoverished Island nation

has encountered one set back after another

from vulnerable rescue efforts to hurricanes

to political instability.

Mr. Jean-Jacques also offered his senti-

ments on the alleged disparaging remarks

President of the United States of America

Donald Trump recently made not only about

Haiti, but also about El Salvador and African

countries referring to them as ‘shit-hole’

countries.

“He does not have a good head.  

“I said what I said because Haiti is the first

Black Country independent. Haiti has helped

plenty countries all over the world.  

“Haiti has helped Nassau, Venezuela and

many more. Haitians are all over the place.

Every country you go in, y0u will find a

Haitian.  

“All those Haitians in the United States,

some of them get residents and passports.  So,

I don’t know what he (Trump) can do with

that,” Mr Jean-Jacques stated.

President Trump has since said he never

said anything derogatory about Haitians other

than Haiti is, obviously, a very poor and trou-

bled country.

BY oNIKE ARChER
Journal Staff Writer

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...

Section A_Section A Tues  1/14/2018  11:27 Pm  Page 2



Health Minister Dr. Duane

Sands said outsourcing Cat-

Scan services is costing the

government thousands of

dollars.

In an interviewing on the

state of facilities in the health

care system, Dr. Sands noted

that they are trying to stop

outsourcing Cat-Scan servic-

es in Grand Bahama. 

“We have some concrete

plans for replacing the CAT-

Scanner at the Rand

Memorial Hospital,  but as of

today we’re continuing to

outsource Cat  Scan servic-

es,” Dr. Sands said. 

He also gave an update on

works being started at the

Rand Memorial Hospital,

noting insufficient funds as

the source of delay.

“Revenue for the Public

Hospital Authority is behind

schedule and so the comple-

tion of the kitchen and cafe-

teria at the Rand has slowed

down to a crawl,” Dr. Sands

said.  

He also made mention that

the doctor’s facility in Grand

Bahama which had been

expected to be completed has

not yet been done. 

Giving  an update on facil-

ities in New Providence,  Dr.

Sands said wards that were

down for some time at the

Princess Margaret Hospital

could soon be up and run-

ning.

“We have started the

process of bringing several

of those wards back on

stream.  This isn’t just some-

thing that you can snap your

finger and it happens. We

have identified the funding,

are reengaging the contrac-

tors and ensuring we are able

to define what it is that we’re

going to be doing,” Dr. Sands

said. 

He said that the two major

projects  they  will  be focus-

ing on at PMH is the redevel-

opment of accident and

emergency and redevelop-

ment the entire second floor

eastern wing of PMH.

Dr. Sands also said that

the emergency services at

Elizabeth Estates and South

Beach clinic’s would be

redeveloped. 

A3the Bahama Journal
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After he fled  the Bahamas, he  landed  in

Prison in The United States after he report-

edly committed additional crimes.

Thompson was brought before

Magistrate Court last Friday for his alleged

crimes.   He was charged  before Magistrate

Samuel McKinney  with eight counts of

armed robbery.

According to court documents, on

Friday May 12th,  being concerned with

another and armed with an offensive instru-

ment,  a handgun, Thompson robbed

Carey’s Food Store employee Janet Moxey

of $750 dollars in an assortment of cash.

On Friday July 14th 1989,  while at New

Providence, being concerned with others,

armed with an offensive weapon did rob

Ronald Pinder Jr. of one Gold Chain valued

at $1500 dollars and $519 dollars in an

assortment of cash while on the property of

Coral Harbour Club.

On the same day in question, while at

New Providence, being concerned with

others, armed with an offensive weapon

Thompson also robbed Linda Aranha  of

one hand bag valued at $110 dollars.  

Additionally, on said date, while at New

Providence armed with an offensive

weapon, robbed Floyd Hopkins of one wal-

let valued at five dollars, one Bahamian

Driver’s License valued at ten dollars and

$95 dollars in an assortment of cash.

Furthermore, on the same day, Friday

July 14th 1989, Thompson robbed Noble

Algreen of one Buffalo Hide Wallet valued

at $15 dollars, one Bahamian driver’s

license valued at ten dollars and $450 dol-

lars in an assortment of cash.

On Wednesday, Friday August 4th 1989

being concerned with another and armed

with a prohibited weapon, Thompson

robbed Commonwealth Brewery employee

Keith Lightbourne of $6,474.50 in cash and

cheques valued at $300,000 dollars.

On another date in August, August 16th

1989, while at New Providence being con-

cerned with others armed with an offensive

instrument; a handgun, robbed William

Estime of one 1985 silver 1.6 SR Toyota

Corolla license# 12005, valued at $5,000

dollars.

Thompson was not required to enter a

plea.  He had no representation and his case

was adjourned until March 23rd  where he

may apply for Voluntary Bill of Indictment

before the Supreme Court.

He was remanded to the Bahamas

Department of Corrections.

Extradited Bahamian 
held for Armed Robbery

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...

GOv’T TO sTOp
OUT-SOURCING CaT-SCaN SERVICES

BY C. jILLIAN GRAY
Journal Staff Writer

oFFiCials oF national ConGress oF trade unions
Pay Courtesy Call on the Governor General

4 Executive Members and Affiliated Presidents of the National Congress of Trade Unions of The Bahamas called upon Her 
Excellency Dame Marguerite Pindling, Governor General, at Government House on Tuesday. (BIS Photo/Letisha Henderson)
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“The Caribbean

Community expresses its full

support for the dignified

statement of the Government

of the Republic of Haiti in

reaction to this highly offen-

sive reference. It should be

recalled that Haiti is the sec-

ond democracy in the

Western Hemisphere after

the United States and that

Haitians continue to con-

tribute significantly in many

spheres to the global commu-

nity and particularly to the

United States of America.

“CARICOM therefore

views this insult to the char-

acter of the countries named

and their citizens as totally

unacceptable.

Mr. Trump’s comments

were branded as shocking

and  racist after it was credi-

bly reported he had described

African nations as well as

Haiti and El Salvador as

“shit-holes” and questioned

why so many of their citizens

had ever been permitted to

enter America.

CARICOM COndeMns TRuMp
gg Continued from / PAGE 1...

Police in Abaco are investigating the dis-

covery of two badly decomposed bodies.

Reports are that shortly before 3:00pm

on Saturday, police received information

that a body was discovered in the S.C

Bootle Highway area, on the outside of

Treasure Cay. 

Officers responded and upon further

investigation they discovered two badly

decomposed bodies.

An autopsy will be conducted to deter-

mine the exact causes of death. 

Police are actively investigating.

BY AmAjAhL KNowLES
Journal Staff Writer

Two Bodies
Discovered 
In Abaco

laBour dePartment Goes to 
Communities to reGister JoB seekers

4 "Labour on the Blocks" in Bain and Grants Town at Sarah Ingraham 
Park, Saturday. The Labour Department will take the job fair to different 

venues each month and register job seekers. Photos show persons registering 
for work with the Department. (BIS Photo/Kristaan Ingraham)
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one of the greatest mistakes that can be made

by any government in any very small island devel-

oping state is that error which always attends

when they who decide upon doing all they can for

so-called ‘national-security’ make the error of

conflating the nation’s security with either the

state of their police force or that of their defense

forces.

For our part, we are convinced that the best

defense for any such small place has to do with

the health, welfare and wisdom inherent in their

population because when people are healthy,

wealthy and wise, they are productive; they are

creative and for sure, they therefore constitute a

major bulwark in and for such small places in the

world.

Put simply, then: “…Education provides a

foundation for development, the groundwork on

which much of our economic and social well being

is built. It is the key to increasing economic effi-

ciency and social consistency. By increasing the

value and efficiency of their labor, it helps to raise

the poor from poverty. It increases the overall pro-

ductivity and intellectual flexibility of the labor

force….” 

Contrariwise, every red cent spent on guns,

bullets, police cruisers is a penny spent – at best

– on maintaining things as they are!

And thus today, we wonder about a recent

grand announcement by the hon. marvin Dames

which reads: “…our government is…serious

about improving infrastructure and providing you

with equipment necessary to perform all your

duties optimally and professionally. I am pleased

to announce that the Cabinet has approved the

purchase of a new $5.9m vehicle fleet of which

$2.3m will be acquired in this fiscal period. These

vehicles will comprise police cruisers, SUVs, T-3

Segways and ATVs…"

And so it now goes: much needed crime-fight-

ing tools are on their way!

This announcement leads us to this conclu-

sion:-- when the hon. marvin Dames speaks, the

attentive public listens; and we dare say, so too

does this country’s newest commissioner of

police and his top command now that, the news is

out to the effect that: CABINET will spend $5.9m

to purchase new vehicles for the Royal Bahamas

Police Force (RBPF), according to minister of

National Security marvin Dames.

In this regard, we note that: The hon. marvin

Dames is proving to all who would know or wish

to know that: he is a man of action—and that as

such a man; he is the kind of man who will and

can get things done.

As he [Dames] says concerning the part he

plays in the minnis-led administration: “...we are

going to put our money where our mouth is…"

obviously, then, this reference to money and

its relationship to mouth is but one more oblique

reference to the party he and his colleagues

recently trounced on may 10th. 2017; when – as

we recall – the Christie led Progressive Liberal

Party team in the Parliament was trounced.

well, all we have to say is this: we shall see

whatever it is that we shall see concerning the

efficacy of any number of presumably new ways

of dealing with the challenges now facing this

country, its citizenry and too, how they deal with

the myriad of challenges borne on the wings not

only of PLP failures at the policy level; but also

those made by previous Free National movement

led administrations.

And thus and thereby may we all have some

newer and better understanding of each of this

country’s major political machines.

In truth, there may well be more than a grain of

truth in a widely held view which holds that nei-

ther party has a premium on truth and that [as a

consequence, we all live in a world where Peter is

no better than Paul.

For our part, then, we seriously suggest that

both political machineries, their high command

and their masses of supporters would be well-

advised to see, hear, know and heed this conclu-

sion which preaches as follows: health and nutri-

tion, and primary and secondary education all

raise the productivity of workers, rural and urban;

secondary education, including vocational, facili-

tates the acquisition of skills and managerial

capacity; tertiary education supports the develop-

ment of basic science, the appropriate selection

of technology imports and the domestic adapta-

tion and development of technologies; secondary

and tertiary education also represent critical ele-

ments in the development of key institutions, of

government, the law, and the financial system,

among others, all essential for economic growth. 

This, then, is the real basis for any and all who

would be ‘real’ about national security, national

development, public safety and  community-level

health and security!

REAL NATIONAL
SECURITy

shuT-eye

The 2018 series salutes fashion

mogul Peter Nygård’s Golden

Jubilee detailing his rags to riches

story and incredible business suc-

cess over these past fifty years. The

Clifton Review will take an inside

look at how he did it.

We often look at the lives of suc-

cessful people and are tempted to

think that their success is due to

luck. We sometimes hear people

say, “I wish I was that lucky.” But

is it really luck?

If you look back over the lives

of successful people, you will like-

ly see a particular attitude and

approach towards life as well as a

series of important decisions that

they made. These are the factors

that can determine our success or the lack

there of in our lives.

Fashion mogul Peter Nygard went from a

poor boy to a multi-millionaire and you can

see how his series of decisions determined

his outcomes.

One of his decisions as a teenager was to

attend university. But, it wasn’t just about

that decision. While in university, he decid-

ed to give up his love of sports and not play.

Remember, he exceled in six different sport-

ing activities in high school and was named

Male Athlete of the year when he graduated.

He also didn’t join any social fraternities.

Instead, Peter Nygard decided to focus all of

his attention on his studies and joined the

business fraternity at the University. 

In 1964, Peter became the president of

Delta Sigma Pi. Competing against 56 other

National Chapters, he led his chapter to win

the Efficiency Contest with the highest dis-

tinction honors in the country.  Peter Nygard

graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree

in 1964 from the University of North

Dakota.

After he graduated from university, Peter

went to a psychological testing consulting

firm where they conducted hours of aptitude

tests on him to establish suitability for cer-

tain kinds of jobs, and to look at the poten-

tial for various jobs. 

He got a call two weeks later. The gentle-

man said, “Congratulations Peter, you are

the next president of Eaton’s.” Eaton’s at the

time was one of Canada’s premier depart-

ment stores. It was quite large with locations

all over Canada and was a coveted place to

work.

The consulting firm had been conducting

the same tests on more than 200 of Eaton’s

executives and staff. The Eaton candidates

were assigned numbers so that the results

would be genderless, ageless, and job-title-

less.

Somehow Peter’s scores had gotten mixed

in with the Eaton results. In looking for who

was president material, the company’s crite-

ria showed it was Peter Nygård. His scores

reflected that he was best qualified and best

suited above all of the other participants to

be the next president of Eaton’s.

Naturally, Peter was hired by the top exec-

utive of Eaton’s as a protégé as a result of his

testing. However, he wasn’t crazy about

being placed in charge of discount grocery

items. He once explained that he wore a

smock as his attire and mopped the floors in

the basement while “those other guys” (the

other managers) were wearing bowties.

As usual, Peter wanted to be the best. He

wanted to be a better manager than those

managers wearing suits and bowties on the

floors above him at Eaton’s. Even though he

was placed in the basement to work with

smelly fertilizers, he strategized to increase

sales in his department. His success landed

him a promotion to another department.

Every department he was placed in charge

of, he improved their effectiveness and

results until he was eventually given an

entire region of heavy goods stores to run.

you may call his results getting mixed in

with Eaton’s staff luck. Others may call it

‘Divine Intervention’ and being prepared

when opportunity knocks. 

In Peter Nygard’s case, ‘opportunity met

preparation’, which is the definition of

‘luck’ as described by a Roman philosopher.

Whatever it was, it continued to reveal his

ability to perform and be successful at what-

ever Peter Nygard chose to do.

THE CLIFTON 

By P. J. Malone

RevIeW
the Clifton review is a bi-weekly column that examines the 

question of the Clifton project along with the evolution of the 

war between two billionaires, the links to unsavory characters, 

the use of the courts for personal agendas, the involvement 

of the government opposition party (the Fnm), and 

the attacks on the government of the Bahamas.

WAS IT LUCK FOR
PETER NyGARD?

Section A_Section A Tues  1/14/2018  11:27 Pm  Page 5



A6 the Bahama Journal

monday - january 15th, 2018 nationalneWs

Police in the capital are investigating a

traffic accident that has left a male dead.

According to reports, shortly after

4:00am Sunday morning, police received

a report of fatal accident at Carmichael

Road near Boatswain Hill  Road. 

When officers arrived on the scene,

they met the lifeless body  of a male with

injuries lying in the road. The victim was

pronounced dead at the scene.

Preliminary reports indicate, that the

victim may have been lying in the street,

when he was struck by a 2011 Chevy

Aveo vehicle, driven by a female. 

The driver remained at the scene and is

assisting police with this investigation.

Officers from the RBPF  Traffic

Division are investigating.

BY AmAjAhL KNowLES
Journal Staff Writer

man Becomes
Latest Traffic

Fatality

Police on the family islands

are investigating a plane crash

that has left a male with minor

injuries.

Reports are that shortly

after noon on  Friday, police

on Great Harbor Cay, The

Berry Islands,  received a

report that a plane had crashed

in swamp land, a short dis-

tance from the airport. 

Officers and rescue per-

sonnel  responded to the call

and upon arrival at the site,

discovered that a twin engine

Aztec aircraft had recently

left Chub Cay airport and was

en route to Grand Bahama,

with five passengers onboard. 

The aircraft begin experi-

encing engine problems and

as a result, a control landing

was made 1.5 miles from the

airport.

The Bahamian pilot, who

received minor injuries and

the passengers were rescued

and taken to Great Harbour

Cay.

The matter was referred to

the Department Civil

Aviation for further investiga-

tion.

BY AmAjAhL KNowLES
Journal Staff Writer

Plane Crash Leaves Man Injured
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leadershiP Class oF drake university Paid
Courtesy Call on the Governor General

4 Governor General Her Excellency Dame Marguerite Pindling received the Leadership Class of 
Drake University in a recent Courtesy Call at Government House. (BIS Photo/Letisha Henderson)
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