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Pastor Wants “Spousal
Sexual Abuse” Law

4 Pastor of Kingdom Life
Church Cedric Moss

astOr Of

K i n g d O M

L i f e

C h u r C h

Cedric Moss is

calling for an

amendment to the Sexual

Offences Act, adding an

offence called “spousal sexu-

al abuse”.  He  has published

a 16-page paper on the issue

of marital rape in the country,

hoping to expand the dia-

logue on the issue.

Pastor Moss said  his pur-

pose for publishing the paper

is twofold, to contribute to the

current discussion by review-

ing the 2009 attempt to crimi-

nalize forced sexual inter-

course in marriage and shar-

ing why that attempt failed. 

He also wished to con-

tribute to the current discus-

sion by restating his views on

spousal sexual abuse.

In the article Pastor  Moss

proposes several fixes to the

issue including ; passing an

amendment within the Sexual

Offences Act that explicitly

makes forced sexual inter-

course in non-estranged mar-

riages a crime which can only

be prosecuted in cases of

provable force, threat, or fear

of bodily harm, or where

expressed non-consent is

ignored. 

He added, the offence

should be called “spousal sex-

ual abuse”, in addition, the

proposed amendment should

demonstrate an appreciation

for normal sexual conduct in

non-estranged marriages for

which prior consent is not

normally sought. Section 3 of

the Sexual Offences Act

should not be amended. 

BY AmAjAHl KNOwlES
Journal Staff Writer
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4 Former Director of Immigration 
William Pratt (Journal file photo)

Minister
MuM On

Pratt’s Firing

4 Minister of Immigration, Brent 
Symonette (Journal file photo)

Immigration Minister

Brent Symonette is  remain-

ing tight lipped on the firing

of former Director of

Immigration  William Pratt

less than three days after the

government’s immigration

policy came into effect.

Mr. Pratt was relieved of

his duties  and was  replaced

by former Chief Passport

Officer Clarence Russell.

This  was confirmed by

Minister  Symonette in a

brief interview with The

Journal.

He did not give any

specifics on why Mr. Pratt

was relieved,  but only spoke

of  his relationship with Mr.

Russell.

BY AmAjAHl KNOwlES
Journal Staff Writer

g See PRAtt’s FiRinG / page 2...

THREE
CHARGED

FOR ANDROS
DRUG BUST

Three Men were

arraigned yesterday in con-

nection with the $1.6 million

marijuana seizure in Andros

made Drug Enforcement

Officers (DEU) made last

week.

Two Bahamians and One

Jamaican was apprehended.

41 year old Valentino Cardo

Carey and 45 years old

Dwayne Forbes,  and

Donovan Hart from Jamaica

were arraigned  before mag-

istrate Samuel McKinney.   

BY ONIKE ARCHER
Journal Staff Writer

g See DRuG Bust / page 2...

Government
Approves Share
Acquisition 
by Emera 

The Government of The

Bahamas has  approved the

acquisition of the minority

shareholdings of  ICD

Utilities Limited, the part-

owner of Grand Bahama

Power & Light Company

Limited (GBPL), by Emera

Caribbean Holdings Limited

(ECHL). This transaction will

now vest 100 per cent of the

ownership of GBPL in ECHL. 

The Government states

that the terms of the buyout of

the minority shares held by

Bahamians, pursuant to a pro-

posal commenced over a year

ago, is a transaction which in

all respects exceeds the

requirements of Bahamas

Company Law. 

Further, the transaction was

approved by a majority of the

Bahamian shareholders, who

voted at a meeting of share-

holders on 8 November 2017. 

One of the stipulations for

the proposed transaction

included a requirement that

“the majority of the minority”

of shareholders should sup-

port the proposed shares

acquisition. This threshold

was significantly exceeded

with the support of 96 percent

of those who voted. 

g See Acquisition / page 2...

THREE FACE MURDER CHARGES

Two men were arraigned on murder charges

in New Providence and  another arraigned on

murder charges in Grand Bahama. 

It is alleged that on  December 26th last

year,  26 year old Anastoyan Rolle intentional-

ly caused the death of Alexander Rahming and

by means of unlawful harm, did intentionally

and unlawfully attempt to cause the death of

Donnice Nottage.

Additionally, 24 year old Charles Whyms

allegedly intentionally caused the death of

Omar Dorsette on December 27th of last year.

Both men were brought before chief magis-

trate Joyann Ferguson-Pratt where they were

charged with one count each of murder. 

They were not required to enter a plea and

the matter was adjourned until February 26th

at noon. Both Rolle and Whyms are represent-

ed by attorney Alex Dorsette.

Further, police officers in Grand Bahama

are investigating a shooting incident that has

left a male dead.  

It is reported that on Monday, January 1st

shortly after 11:00pm, police were called to

the Gladstone Terrace area where they discov-

ered the body of a male with gunshot wounds

In another matter before the courts,  19 year

old Ranoldo Rhoden was charged with two

counts of armed robbery and two counts of

receiving.  

On December 28th, it is alleged that

Rhoden, armed with an offensive instrument,

a knife, robbed Rudy Cooper of one gold

watch valued at $320 dollars and three dollars

in cash. 

On the same day in question, it is also

alleged Rhoden robbed Desmond Gilbert of

one Samsung cell phone valued at $235.00

and $35.00 dollars in cash.  

Ranoldo Rhoden’s matter is adjourned until

16th January for a status hearing.

BY ONIKE ARCHER
Journal Staff Writer
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The proposed amendment

should state that if there are

no credible witnesses or cor-

roborating evidence to prove

forced sexual intercourse,

conviction should be express-

ly prohibited using language

similar to that in Section 9 of

the Sexual Offences Act. 

He also proposed that the

punishment for forced sexual

intercourse in marriage

should range from mandatory

counseling up to life in prison

to cover for some of the

heinous acts of forced sexual

intercourse that sometimes

occur in marriage. 

Pastor Moss  added that the

punishment for the offence of

sexual assault by spouse

under Section 15 should be

increased to up to life in

prison. Where evidence exists

that a spouse fabricated an

allegation of forced sexual

intercourse, he or she should

be charged with an offence

that carries a punishment that

communicates the seriousness

of such an act of fabrication.

Last week Appearing on

the Love 97/ JCN program

“Jones and Company” Pastor

of Trinity Methodist Church

Reverend William Higgs

said   just because a person is

married,  they do not have the

right to abuse their spouse.

Last month Bahamas

Christian Council President

Bishop Delton Fernander said

the church remains divided on

the issue and could not yet

provide a position on the mat-

ter.

“I worked with Mr.

Russell when he was Chief

Passport officer.  I know his

capabilities and I requested

that he be transferred to the

Department of Immigration.

“The warnings that the

Prime Minister gave are

being put into effect.

“Friday we deported 114

persons  who  tried to come

in illegally and we will con-

tinue to do so,” Mr.

Symonette said.

The Journal also reached

out to the head of the

Department of

Immigration’s enforcement

unit Kirklyn Neely as to how

the change at the top would

affect the repatriation strate-

gy moving forward, but he

said he could not elaborate

on these details  as he had

yet not met with the new

director to discuss any new

possible strategies or poli-

cies.

In October, prime minister

Dr. Hubert Minnis gave ille-

gal immigrants a December

31st deadline to leave the

country voluntarily or face

being “aggressively pursued

and deported.” 

The department of immi-

gration  intensified its appre-

hension efforts in November

after a large empty sloop was

discovered on the shoreline

of Adelaide.

The immigration  raids

have angered  President of

Rights Bahamas, Fred

smith, who has written to

members of the government

expressing displeasure about

the “complete and intention-

al” breakdown of the rule of

law regarding the actions of

immigration officials and the

RBDF.
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A  statement released yesterday said, “while the policy

of the Government is, and remains, to encourage

Bahamian ownership and participation in the domestic

economy wherever possible, it was not found to be legally

justifiable for the Bahamas Government to intervene in the

shareholding transactions between a private company and

its shareholders, all of whom had the ability to seek inde-

pendent counsel and advice. 

“The government’s commitment to advancing

Bahamian ownership and participation in the economy

will, in the near future, be further expanded and deepened

with the offering of shares to the Bahamian general public

and institutional investors in ALIV and subsequently in

BTC. 

“This will help in the expansion of a shareholder socie-

ty for more Bahamians,” the statement said. 

The three men were charged with one

count of possession of dangerous drugs,

Indian hemp (Marijuana) with intent to

supply, one count of importation of danger-

ous drugs, one count of conspiracy to pos-

sess dangerous drugs with the intent to sup-

ply and one count of conspiracy to import

dangerous.

A  joint operation by police officers and

defence force marines led the team to

Mangrove Cay after receiving intelligence

about a 33-foot grey and blue vessel in the

area on December 28th 2017.

After one man jumped off the vessel

into the water, officers reportedly  discov-

ered  approximately 55 crocus sacks of

marijuana with an estimated weight of

1,606 pounds  with an estimated street

value of $1.6 million dollars.

Carey and Forbes both pleaded not

guilty to all the charges, while Jamaican

national, Hart pleaded not guilty to one

count of importation of dangerous drugs,

but pleaded guilty to the other three counts.

Hart told Magistrate Samuel McKinney

that he was not aware marijuana was on the

boat.  

However, it was revealed  in court by the

prosecution that Mr. Hart admitted to DEU

officers  during an interview while in cus-

tody that in Jamaica, a “Mr. Garfield” told

him there was a load travelling to the

Bahamas,  so he would be able to catch a

ride on that boat on his destination to

Miami, Florida.  Hart has  denied such alle-

gations.

The three men were remanded to the

Bahamas Department of Corrections.

Their case  has been adjourned until

February 26th and 27th.

Carey and Forbes are represented by

Attorney Ian Cargill.
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After almost three years

of being a government sup-

ported event, Bahamas

Junkanoo Carnival’s govern-

ment funding has been ter-

minated. 

Minister of Youth Sports

and Culture  Micheal Pintard

said the move was not a

hasty one, as the administra-

tion never supported the

idea. 

“Prior to the general elec-

tion,  our criticism was that

when you are investing a

substantial amount of

Bahamian funds in a cultural

event,  it ought to be indige-

nous and not an appropria-

tion of someone else’s cul-

ture. Our position has not

changed” Pintard said. 

He added that before the

general election,  he made

mention that upon taking

office,  all foreign genres of

culture or music would be

allowed to apply for a sub-

vention of government, like

some festivals do, but he

believes that they should not

garner the bulk of resources

which he feels should be

reserved for Bahamian ini-

tiatives. 

Pintard  said Junkanoo

Carnival should be devel-

oped and promoted as a pri-

vate enterprise and added

that government is not seek-

ing to stand in the way of the

event. 

He added that there also

needs to be some distinc-

tions made with the two,

Junkanoo and Junkanoo

Carnival.

“We believe that we need

to separate the word

Junkanoo from Carnival. It

is not good for the

Junkanooers  or those who

are committed to carnival,”

Pintard said. 

He said that any concert

series associated with the

Junkanoo Carnival weekend

must be Bahamian bedded. 

“ Goombay, Junkanoo,

Rake ‘n’ Scrape and the like,

must be included if it is to

have any form of govern-

ment involvement,” Pintard

said. 

Since financial backing

will not  happen for

Junkanoo Carnival, that

means more focus on tradi-

tional Junkanoo, which is set

to go through some restruc-

turing this year.
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MiniStEr SEEKS rESOlutiOn
FOr GAMinG BOArd WOrKErS

Gaming Board employees, 30 of

them, who were terminated in

December last year may soon see a

brighter light at the end of the tun-

nel with regard to their employ-

ment, according to Bahamas Public

Service Union President Kimsley

Ferguson.  He  said that after a

lengthy meeting with the Minister

of Labour,  there will be an attempt

to bring some resolution  for  those

who  Mr. Ferguson said were  ter-

minated unjustly.

“We’ve had a meeting with the

Minister of Labour and the

Director of Labour was present at

that time and we had discussion on

what should and should not have

taken place.

“However, the final resolve was

that the Minister of Labour Dion

Foulkes would actually bring to the

table or cause to come to the table

of the Gaming Board,  its

Chairman and he would seek to

have a discussion with them with a

view to getting a resolution  of  the

matter  at hand,” Mr. Ferguson

said.

“He said he would do everything

within his power to seek to ensure

that whatever is decided  is satis-

factory for all concerned and so

that is where we are with that. 

“I think that a meeting is sup-

posed to take place tomorrow

[today] and he ensured us that he

would get back to us as quickly as

he possibly can,  so that we can

move forward with the matter,” Mr.

Ferguson said.

When asked about the discus-

sion on the aspect of pensions that

were due to those terminated

employees, Mr. Ferguson suggest-

ed that talks on pension  is not the

direction they seek to move in,  as

it gives way to the idea of the

employees not being reinstated

“We don’t want to go the pen-

sion route yet, because that speaks

to finality.

“We want to address the fact that

there was no consultation with the

union and what could have hap-

pened if there had been proper con-

sultation. These are the issues that

we intend to address;  so let us get

through that part of it,” Mr.

Ferguson said.

At the end of last year, some 30

employees at the Gaming Board,

ranging from administrative assis-

tants to managerial staff were ter-

minated, allegedly with no just rea-

son for dismal. 

Gaming Board chairman

Kenyatta Gibson attributed the lay-

offs to severe overstaffing  and the

need to ensure the future viability

of the Gaming Board as an effec-

tive regulator.

BY lICEC BASTIAN
Journal Staff Writer

Former Prime Minister

Perry Christie is urging the

government to bring the

country together as opposed

to dividing it.

His comments came

while appearing as a guest

on the Love 97/JCN

Program “Jones and

Company” on Sunday.

The former Progressive

Liberal Party leader  also

gave his wishes for the new

year  and offered some

advice to the current admin-

istration.

“My wish for the New

Year is for this government

(to) see the significance of

bringing all us together to

advance the country and cre-

ate a new paradigm,” he

said.

“Let’s assume they say it

has never been done before,

well we are able to look

back and know if we all take

advantage of our strengths,

the country will be much

better off;  notwithstanding

the fact that we can agree to

disagree on many of those

issues.”

The former prime minis-

ter admitted  that he was “in

politics too long,” but said

he had an “exceptional run”

in public life.

Last May, in a surprising

and humbling defeat at the

polls,  Mr.Christie lost his

seat in the Centreville con-

stituency by four votes after

representing the area since

1977.

BY AmAjAHl KNOwlES
Journal Staff Writer

Christie Offers
Message Of Unity

jUNKANOO CARNIVAl FUNDING AXED

4 Indians..The Great tribal reunion by One Family Junkanoo group.

BY C. jIllIAN GRAY
Journal Staff Writer
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Saxons Superstars

Junkanoo Group feels ener-

gized after winning  the

New Years Junkanoo Parade

on Monday - ending the five

year drought of not winning

first place. 

They were the top scorers

in the music, banner, and

overall performance cate-

gories. Saxons member

Liesel Hanna says the team

is happy about the win.   

“The Saxons needed that.

I feel awesome, grateful –

the group needed it. I feel

good for the group especial-

ly. They were encouraged

and they didn’t give up.”

This win makes up for

Boxing Day as they felt

cheated for not winning that

parade.

“If you’ve been in

Junkanoo as long as I  had,

and that’s 20 years, some-

times you can know when

you didn’t win. You just have

that feeling who looks  bet-

ter, but I think they robbed us

this time. I thought we

looked pretty. We didn’t

come out late because they

take off points for every little

thing.”  

A big factor for the monu-

mental victory is a change in

leadership. In 2016, Percy

Vola Francis retired as leader

of the Saxons and Toby

Austin is now chairman of

the team. Hanna added this

has helped the team become

more organized.  

Early preparations was

another contributing factor

for the group as Hanna says

The Saxons waits too late to

prepare for the News Years

Parade.

Usually, they wait a day

after Box Day to build their

float while the dancers start

preparing in the fall. Other

groups have already finished

their New Year float, even

before Boxing Day. 

Hanna admits it’s for the

group to try to new things,

as the group has been around

long enough.

“They have a board and

they’re trying new things.

They’re trying discipline;

trying to get the group more

organized. They still need to

improve on some areas,

which will take time. We

have to learn the rules  of

Junkanoo. I mean, we’re

improving now.”      

There were some chal-

lenges for the group,  as

some people we pulled off

the line to rush as they wear-

ing cloth, which is not

allowed, and were not lined

up properly. 

Unlike Boxing Day, the

New Year’s Parade started  at

2 a:m  and the groups did

two laps. This was  a relief

for Hanna as she was not

pleased with only doing one

lap.

Under the theme: “An

Expression of Love: Feel

The Rush, Junkanoo,” the

team finished the parade

with a score 88.66, 2.12

points ahead of One Family,

which finished second. The

Valley Boys finished third

with 86.04 points,  Roots

placed fourth, and Genesis

finished fifth with 81 points.

The last time the group

won a Junkanoo parade was

January 2013.

BY EARYEl BOwlEG
Journal Intern

SAXONS
SUPERSTARS
ENERGIZED

Police in Grand Bahama

recording its first homicide

for the year on that island

when police were called to a

shooting incident on New

Year’s night

According to police

reports shortly after 11 pm

on Monday, police were

called to Gladstone Terrace

where they discovered the

body of a male with gunshot

wounds. 

The lifeless body of the

male was reported by EMS

personnel to have no signs of

life, when they were called to

the scene. 

Although police did not

officially identify the

deceased, this Journal under-

stands that the male victim is

Joel Augustine. 

Police are actively investi-

gating the matter while

appealing to the general pub-

lic for any information that

can assist with their investi-

gations.

This homicide is the first

for Grand Bahama and the

first for the country this year.

Meantime police in

Murphy’s Town, Abaco,

recovered an illegal firearm

on Sunday.

Reports are that shortly

after 4pm New Year’s Eve,

officers acting on informa-

tion, went to an area off the

S.C Bootle Highway, near

that settlement’s Fish Fry

site, in Murphy’s Town and

discovered a silver and

brown pistol. 

No arrests were made on

the discovery and investiga-

tions are ongoing.

BY lICEC BASTIAN
Journal Staff Writer

Grand Bahama records
First Murder of 2018

‘Boxes of smiles’ InItIatIve LIghts up the
season for ChILdren’s emergenCy hosteL

4 a moment to care, a story to share – 11-year-old Kayley 
Simon reads to the children at the Children’s Emergency Hostel 

after she and her mom, Cherry Simon, delivered presents.
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Economics – as a discipline – has been

described as the ‘dismal science—dismal it

is precisely because it deals with that most

real of realities: you get nothing for nothing

and for what it is worth in such a world, you

get very little for your penny.

And in the same vein, we need only

remember that in the real world: There is no

free lunch!

It is therefore on this note that we would

suggest that if the minnis regime is to suc-

ceed, it must – as a matter of the highest pri-

ority – disabuse its mass publics of the idea

that somehow or the other, they can get any

and everything their little hearts’ plethora of

wishes, wants and restless desires.

Nothing could be more wrong in a time

when the money is not flowing in; in a time

when bills incurred in the past are now

weighing down on everyone as the

Government is obliged – at long last – to pay

the piper for his now long gone sweetest of

pipe medleys.

In other words, then, the party is finally

coming to an end; and as that event is being

revealed, effort must be made to determine

how we are to not only cope in these hard

times; but as to how – with some imagination

– we might yet prosper.

were we to succeed, we would join in and

share with an elite few in the world who learn

how to snatch victory from the jaws of defeat!

For our part, we insist that the answer to

this conundrum must move in that YES wE

CAN & YES wE mUST if we are to transform

this fledgling experiment in democracy and in

the rule of law from what it now happens to

be in its’ current guise as a nation inflected

through and through with challenge piled

upon the bent back of even more challenges-

--and thus apparently on a road to disaster!

For our part, we are absolutely convinced

that in this time of crisis, we can and should

begin that long and difficult process of

dreaming together and deciding together and

working together to take the Bahamas to that

next and progressively better stage of its

quest of a path to development which would

lead to the fuller unleashing of potential piled

upon potential; and thus, ultimately opening

up vistas of opportunity for all of our people.

YES WE CAN!

YES WE MUST!

But surely, the fact remains as follows: If

we wish for the realization of such a bountiful

future--- then, surely such a set of wonder-

filled scenarios must be grounded in a vision

as large as the one led by the great likes of

men like milo Butler, lynden Pindling –the

Symonette Family inclusive of his children

Robert Hallam and Brent Theodore---Cecil

Vincent wallace-whitfield, Doris johnson,

Randol Fawkes, Kendal Isaacs and a host of

others in the likes of Dr. walker, Dr. Eneas

and that mighty throng of the so-called mass-

es---Black and white alike---who dreamed of

the soon-coming of that day when The

Bahamas would be recognized as a nation-

state amongst other nation-states great,

small and even smaller yet.

No matter how the social situation in our

country is viewed and therefore no matter

one’s so-called ‘political’ persuasion—there

is no getting away from the fact that, the

times are hard and that – all things consid-

ered---those hard-time things and challenges

are primed to get worse before they get bet-

ter!

Here we might note – albeit in passing – It

also follows that: Barring some miracle, we

shall all have to face – as fact – the high

probability that on one fine day one of the

monster-hurricanes will slam into these

islands; and thus devastating the livelihood

of any number of our people.

In this regard we remember not only

Puerto Rico and its myriad of continuing

calamities; but for sure, we also recognize as

fact that ecological disaster called Haiti!

But for sure – and if the truth be known –

Haiti’s ‘problems’ are world level challenges

which must be dealt with at the highest levels

of statecraft; inclusive of the United Nations

and thus also, its’ key development-oriented

organs and institutions.

The sum of the matter remains: YES wE

CAN! YES wE mUST!

And so it came to be some four decades

and more ago that: They who struggled and

there-fore [also]: They who did that also

dared to win!

And win they did!

YES WE MUST!

SHut-EyE

The 2018 series salutes fashion

mogul Peter Nygård’s Golden

Jubilee detailing his rags to riches

story and incredible business suc-

cess over these past fifty years.

The Clifton Review will take an

inside look at how he did it.

In reflecting on the lives lost last

year, 2018 is certainly a year to cele-

brate being present and the potential

for many new opportunities. As

always, these first few days of a new

year is filled with joy and hope—

hope of being able to take advantage

of any possibility to steer our futures

in the directions that we all wish.

Unfortunately for some, it isn’t

long before the New Year’s resolu-

tions are forgotten and lives return to

that ho hum existence: mainly because it isn’t

always easy to see the road ahead to reach our

seemingly elusive dreams for our future lives. 

But, we must try.

For one individual, New Year’s Day 50 years

ago marked the beginning of an awesome

adventure, after a fateful December decision.

Faced with the choice between spending the

day with a Miss Sweden—a once in a life time

opportunity that most men would covet—and

attending a 9am Saturday Morning job inter-

view, he reluctantly chose the job interview.

In speaking with him he will tell you that he

doesn’t know why he went on that job inter-

view. He already had a job that he loved.

Considered a boy wonder and quickly moving

up the ladder at his present company, there was

no real reason to look elsewhere. 

And to give up the beautiful Miss Sweden, a

woman he wanted to marry after falling in love

earlier in the week while acting as her inter-

preter in Canada; he thought sure he’d lost his

mind making that choice.

Nevertheless, that is the choice he made.

While we are faced with choices daily, there

are times when the choices are not easy ones.

Yet, those difficult choices are the ones that

have a major impact on the direction of our

lives.

How many would have made that same

choice—a job interview over an international

beauty queen? There is never a way of know-

ing what the future would bring. If we could

know that, we would each see the opportuni-

ties coming from a mile away, and we would

all make the right choices.

Instead, we only see the choices right in

front of us and must choose that which will

take us in the direction we wish to go. 

Still, even difficult decisions have clues

embedded in them that tell us which direction

might present the best potential for taking us

where we want to go. The clues relate to what

we really want out of life and how badly we

want it. 

For 26-year-old Peter John Nygård 50 years

ago, he wanted business success. He could

have settled for the success he was having

being one of Eaton’s (of Canada) regional

managers already with several promotions

under his belt. He could have thought, “Who

goes to an interview on a Saturday morning?

Miss Sweden is leaving tomorrow. This is my

last opportunity to spend time with her and get

to know her.”

But he didn’t. For a man who started life in

Canada with his family living in a one room

thirteen feet by fifteen feet coal bin with no

running water and an outdoor toilet, he looked

past the present to his long-term future. 

Many choices present new opportunities for

us. It’s up to us to make the right one. 

And even when we make a wrong choice,

the best we can hope for is to have an opportu-

nity to make a course correction.

Though, we must always keep in mind that

age old saying, ‘opportunity only knocks

once’. For Peter John Nygård, it knocked, he

answered, and fifty years later he enjoys the

spoils of fifty years of unprecedented business

success in the fashion industry.

We’ll be taking a detailed look over 2018 to

discover how he did it.

THE CLIFTON 

By p. J. malone

rEviEW
the clifton Review is a bi-weekly column that examines the 

question of the clifton project along with the evolution of the 

war between two billionaires, the links to unsavory characters, 

the use of the courts for personal agendas, the involvement 

of the Government opposition party (the FnM), and 

the attacks on the Government of the Bahamas.

A Choice That 
Led To 50 Years 

Of Success!
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‘Boxes of Smiles’ Initiative Lights up the
Season for Children’s Emergency Hostel

Kayley Simon and her

classmates packed a whole

lot of love into a single shoe

box and what started out as

an idea to give gifts to oth-

ers less fortunate instead of

exchanging with classmates

turned into a class project

that taught the true meaning

of the season.

Kayley, 11, is a sixth

grade student at Windsor

Preparatory School in west-

ern New Providence.

Shortly before the holidays,

Kayley wrote to her teacher,

Mrs. Courtnee Romer, shar-

ing her excitement about the

holidays, telling her she

could “hardly wait to see the

bright lights and the awe-

some Christmas trees all

beautifully decorated.”

She confessed she was

especially excited about

opening her presents and

then she stole her teacher’s

heart with these words: “As

we at Windsor prepare to

have our Christmas celebra-

tions, I can’t help but think

of all those children who are

less fortunate than I. That’s

why this year, I would like

to share an idea for a

Christmas initiative called

‘A Box of Smiles.’ This

year, I would like to invite

my class to help me give to

the children at The

Children’s Emergency

Hostel. It would be nice to

help put a smile on their

faces. Instead of exchanging

gifts, we can use the money

($25-$30) to buy small

items that can fit into a box,

the size of a shoe box. Some

of the items can be coloring

books, boxes of crayons,

card games, pencils, pens,

erasers, small toys etc. Each

student will decorate and fill

their own box personalized

for one child at the Hostel.”

She also asked if each stu-

dent in the class could make

a Christmas card with a note

to the recipient and include

it in the box. She offered to

decorate a drop box and

with the teacher’s permis-

sion, she would start the col-

lection process.

“All of us have so much

to be thankful for and I

believe that it would be so

beautiful to make this

Christmas a very special

one for these children,”

Kayley wrote and her

teacher’s approval was

instant.  

Over 20 shoe boxes from

just about all of her class-

mates came pouring in

along with cards and gifts

and on December 18, one

week before Kayley would

be opening her own presents

in a family home with a

mother, father and two sib-

lings. Kayley and her mom

delivered the gifts to chil-

dren who would not be

spending that special day of

the year like the Simons but

would know that someone –

many someones – remem-

bered them and cared. They

would know that the season

meant love.

4 that’s a wrap – 11-year-old Kayley Simon, far right, and friends, l-r, Selena Mingo, Madison Seivright and Galia Curry
put bows and ribbons on gifts for youngsters at the Children’s Emergency Hostel. They all attend Windsor Preparatory

School where Kayley, a 6th grader, came up with the idea of gathering gifts that could fit into a shoe box and calling it a
Box of Smiles, making sure that others less fortunate had something special to smile about this Christmas. 

4 Special delivery – Kayley Simon, 11, delivers
shoe boxes filled with presents for youngsters at
the Children’s Emergency Hostel where Assistant
Administrator Lessie Smith accepts on behalf of
residents who met Kayley while she read with
them a short while later. Kayley came up with
the idea for Boxes of Smiles, filling shoe boxes

with crayons, small toys and other presents
instead of exchanging gifts in her 6th grade class
at Windsor Preparatory School. The teacher read
Kayley’s touching letter and the initiative was a

total success. Now Kayley wants to keep it going. 
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‘BOxES OF SMilES’ initiAtivE liGHtS up tHE 
SEASOn FOr cHildrEn’S EMErGEncy HOStEl

4 ready, Set, Let’s Go – Windsor Preparatory School students l-r, Selena Mingo, Kloe Carey, Galia Curry, Emma Turnquest, Kayley Simon and Vivian 
Charles, show shoe boxes filled with presents and wrapped for the holidays as they prepare to head from school to the Children’s Emergency Hostel. 
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