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Income Tax Coming?
he govern-

ment will

be looking

at the possi-

bility of

introducing

income tax in an effort to

further comply with the

regulations of the

Organization for

Economic Cooperation

and Development (

OECD). 

Prime Minister Dr.

Hubert Minnis revealed

in the House of Assembly

yesterday that the

Bahamas has been saved

from the threat of being

blacklisted after The

Bahamas was invited to

the coordinating body of

the  (OECD) multi-lateral

convention, but this

comes with concerns. 

BY C. JILLIAN GrAY
Journal Staff Writer

TT

g See IncoMe tax / page 2...

4 Prime Minister Dr. Hubert 
Minnis (Journal file photo)

MAN ARRAIGNED FOR COCAINE

A young man was arraigned on a

number of drug related charges yester-

day after an  arrest which took place at

the Lynden Pindling International

Airport (LPIA) on Monday.

Twenty year old Shaquelle Moss of

Garden Hills Number Two, appeared

before Deputy Chief Magistrate

Andrew Forbes.

Moss faced one count each of pos-

session of dangerous drugs, taking

preparatory steps to export dangerous

drugs from the Commonwealth of The

Bahamas, conspiracy to export dan-

gerous drugs from  The Bahamas and

conspiracy to possess dangerous

drugs.

The particulars are that shortly after

7am on Monday, a Bahamian man was

travelling to the United States when

United States Customs and Boarder

Protection Officials detained him in

the U.S Pre-Clearance departure

lounge at LPIA after a quantity of

cocaine was discovered in his luggage.  

The estimated  weight of the

cocaine seized is one and a half

pounds. Moss was then handed over to

Drug Enforcement Unit Officers.

Moss pleaded not guilty to all

charges and was denied bail. 

His matter was adjourned until

February 15th 2018.

BY ONIKE ArCHEr
Journal Staff Writer

Poinsettias for the Governor General

4 Her Excellency Dame Marguerite Pindling (centre), Governor General, received an array of 
Poinsettias from the Grounds and Beautification Division of Bahamas National Pride organization, 

at Government House, on Tuesday, December 12, 2017. (BIS Photo/Letisha Henderson)

PM reveals
National
Honours

Regulations

The Prime Minister

Doctor Hubert Minnis

tabled the regulations

yesterday for a National

Honours System. 

The Prime Minister

said that the system

would honour persons

who have sacrificially

given in areas such as

culture, politics, athleti-

cism, charity and

artistry, among other

areas,  from both the

public and private sector

as well as uniformed

branches of government.

BY C. JILLIAN GrAY
Journal Staff Writer

g See PM reveals / page 2...

Manhunt
for Eleven
Wanted
Criminals

Police  have released

the names and sketches of

eleven  criminals who they

say  are on the loose  and

roaming the streets.  They

are appealing to the public

to assist them in nabbing

these men. 

Police say they are tar-

geting organized criminal

groups and have so far

arrested twelve suspects

who have already been

arraigned. 

At a press conference

held at the Central

Detective Unit (CDU) yes-

terday, Chief

Superintendent of Police,

Solomon Cash, said that in

response to concerns of

members of the public

concerning armed rob-

beries,  the Royal

Bahamas Police Force

(RBPF) is tackling four

areas where they see

organized criminal groups.

BY LICEC BASTIAN
Journal Staff Writer

g See Manhunt / page 3...
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“The group advised that the

absence of a corporate income tax

or a nominal corporate tax struc-

ture in The Bahamas is a matter of

concern and the lack of substance

of some legal arrangements was

highlighted,” Dr. Minnis said. 

The Prime Minister said those

issues were being looked into and

a plan of action will be formulat-

ed to allow the Bahamas to

remain off the OECD blacklist. 

Dr. Minnis said the assistance

of professionals in the financial

sector was solicited in an effort to

address the regulatory group’s

concerns. 

The OECD’s multi-lateral con-

vention is a freestanding multi-

lateral agreement aimed at pro-

moting international cooperation

for the better operation of tax

laws.

Deputy Prime Minister and

Minister of Finance Peter

Turnquest and Minister Of

Financial Services Brent

Symonette left the country for

Paris, France with the purpose of

signing the multilateral conven-

tion, but were invited to San

Marino where they signed another

regulatory convention. 

“One of the areas of the

European Union’s (EU) Base

Erosion and Profit Shifting

(BEPS) initiative was that of The

Bahamas becoming a signatory to

the OECD convention in tax mat-

ters (MAC) and the companion

multilateral competent authority

agreement (MCAA),” Dr. Minnis

said. 

The Prime Minister stressed

that despite the significant

progress made to date, there’s still

much to be done to mitigate other

pending threats to the local finan-

cial services sector.

“Following receipt of a letter

on November 7th 2017, forward-

ed to the government from the

BEPS Code of Conduct Group,

advising that the country had

been govern a reprieve from

blacklisting by the EU until

February 2018, a series of indus-

try briefing meetings were spon-

sored by the Ministers of Finance

and Financial Services and the

Office of the Attorney General,

with the assistance of the CRS

working group, senior officials

and regulators, to focus on the

issues listed in the letter. A letter

was signed on the 11th of

December 2017, and issued by

the Ministry of Finance to the

OECD Code of Conduct Group

confirming that the Bahamas

commits to complying with the

minimum standards,” Dr. Minnis

said. 

Those minimum standards

involved the prevention of the

harmful nature of preferential tax

regimes and a transparency

framework that will apply to tax

rulings, an action on treaty abuse,

prevention of tax-treaty shop-

ping, country by country report-

ing and other documentation

requirements to give tax adminis-

trators a global picture of where

multinational enterprises profit. 

Just last week, several

Caribbean countries were named

on the European Union’s blacklist

of tax havens including

Barbados, Grenada, Panama,

Saint Lucia, and Trinidad and

Tobago who are all at risk to los-

ing access to EU funds. 

“There are a number of

honours called Societies of

Honours, pursuant to sec-

tion 5 of this Act. These

honours include, The

Order of National Hero,

The Order of The Nation,

The Order of The

Bahamas, The Order of

Excellence, The Order of

Distinction, The Order of

Merit, The Order of

Lignum Vitae and any

other honour that may be

constituted by the

Governor General by order

at a later date,” Dr. Minnis

said. 

He added that the devel-

opment of a Bahamian sys-

tem of National Honors

will greatly enhance the

ability to recognize a wider

cross-section of fellow-cit-

izens who have offered

exemplary public, national

and community service. 

“It is important to note

that a national honours sys-

tem must be jealously

guarded to prevent over-

indulgence and potential

misuse. There must be bal-

ance and prudence in the

grant honours. A National

Honours System must not

become a partisan political

system, given mostly to

awarding certain cate-

gories of individuals,” Dr.

Minnis said. 

A committee of 10 per-

sons would be appointed to

advise both the Prime

Minister and the Governor

General on individuals

worthy of recommendation

and awards.

Each society will have

its own rules and rights and

privileges. 

All awards would be

announced by July 10th

with confirmation taking

place the second Monday

each October.

Prime Minister Minnis

said the Act will not

exclude those who would

have been honoured by

Her Majesty the Queen. 

“The National Honours

Act clearly states: ‘For the

avoidance of doubt, any

honour conferred upon any

citizen of The Bahamas by

Her Majesty the Queen

shall not be extinguished

by reason of this Act  com-

ing into force or the

appointment of such a per-

son to an order or the

award of any other honour

prescribed by this Act,” Dr.

Minnis said. 

He added that the Act

will not cause a person

who has been awarded

with an honour by Her

Majesty The Queen, or any

other honour to be ineligi-

ble for award of an honour

under this Act.

The first set of hon-

ourees should be

announced next year. 

Income Tax Coming?

PM reveals
National
Honours

Regulations

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...

gg Hosts AnnuAl leAder of tHe opposition CHristmAs lunCHeon

4 Governor General Her Excellency Dame Marguerite Pindling (seated centre) hosted the Annual Leader of the Opposition Christmas Luncheon at Government House
on Tuesday, December 12, 2017.  Pictured from left: Senator, Dr. the Hon. Michael Darville; Leader of the Opposition, the Hon. Philip Davis; H.E. Dame Marguerite

Pindling; Deputy Leader, Mr. Chester Cooper; Senator, the Hon. Clay Sweeting and Senator, the Hon. Jobeth Coleby-Davis. (BIS Photo/Letisha Henderson)
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“We  at the Central Detective Unit have conducted

extensive investigation into several organized crimi-

nal groups which were perpetrating these armed rob-

beries in four distinctive areas throughout New

Providence.

“One [area] being the Eastern and the Western

shores of New Providence; second, what is being

referred to as the bump and rob armed robberies;

third, armed robberies involving residents of the

Eastern communities, and fourth armed robberies that

were connected to schools;  the breaking and robbery

of security officers,” Mr. Cash said.

Mr. Cash  stated that as a result of the efforts under-

taken by the force they  have disrupted the four of

these arm robbery groups. 

“We have taken into custody eleven  suspects who

have been charged and arraigned before the courts on

various counts of armed robberies. 

“In total we have 12 matters that are pending trial,”

Mr. Cash said.

“We also want to say that we remain committed to

all of our endeavours to disrupt this sort of behaviour

and to remove the fear from these communities that

these armed robberies are impacting,” he said.

Police are making an appeal to the public for the

arrest of 10 suspected  armed robbers, six of whom

they have no actual photographs on  and are  relying

on sketches. 

The four remaining wanted armed robbery suspects

include: 23-year-old Theron Taylor of Sutton Street,

25-year-old Jamaal M. Ferguson of   Blue Berry Hill,

Fox Hill, 35-year-old Dario Tinker, who also goes by

the name ‘Geico’ of East Street, and Aaron Clarke, of

Buttonwood Avenue.

Police are also on the hunt for 25-year-old Perry

Pickering of Dorsette Alley who is wanted for murder. 

Police advise that the wanted men  should not

approached, but instead, members of the public

should  contact the police immediately at 919, or

Crime Stoppers at 328-TIPS.

Manhunt
for Eleven
Wanted
Criminals

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...

4 Rev. Dr. C.B Moss, (fourth from left) and Executives of the Bain and Grants Town Library 
and Museum receiving books produced by Jones Communication from CEO Wendall Jones.

Representatives of The

Bain and Grants Town

Library and Museum have

received several books

donated by Jones

C o m m u n i c a t i o n s

Network (JCN) to

enhance its library and

museum. 

Chief Executive

Officer of JCN, Wendall

Jones, said that the books

donated present a wealth

of knowledge.

“On behalf of the man-

agement of Jones

Communications, we are

pleased to offer these

books to the Bain and

Grants Town Library and

Museum committee,

because we are proud of

the work that this organi-

zation have been about

over the years, The Bain

and Grants Town

Development Association.  

“Rev. Dr. C. B. Moss

and his team in that organ-

ization have been doing a

wonderful job in educat-

ing the people of our

country.

“Dr. Moss has a pro-

gram on Love 97 every

Thursday evening and

many people talk about

the amount of education

they get from that particu-

lar program. And indeed,

he has used some of our

books, to impart some

knowledge to the people

who he has as audience. 

“And so, we thought it

was fitting to present all

of the books to the library

in Bain and Grants

Town,” Mr. Jones said.

President of The Bain

and Grants Town

D e v e l o p m e n t

Association, Rev. Dr. C.B

Moss said the books are a

treasure trove  and the

finest collection he has

ever seen. 

“We are just so glad

that Mr. Jones has con-

sented to make this pres-

entation to us today.

“We are from the Bain

and Grants Town Library

and Museum and we are

here to receive copies of

these most outstanding

books. 

“We are grateful to be

receiving these books.

These books will not only

be put in circulation, in

our library for the use of

our clients, but we will

also be show-casing these

books because this is a

collection of some of the

finest books I’ve ever

seen. 

“I’ve read most of

them. They were pro-

duced  here at Jones

C o m m u n i c a t i o n s

Publishing house, an

excellent media organiza-

tion, which is providing a

yeoman’s service for the

education of Bahamians,”

Rev. Moss said.

The books donated by

JCN include, The One

Hundred Most

Outstanding Bahamians

of the Twentieth Century,

Forty Years of

Independence, Fifty Years

of the Growth of the

Tourism Industry, Fifty

Years of Majority Rule,

Bahamian Legends and

one called  Hurricanes, A

Force of Nature. 

BY LICEC BASTIAN
Journal Staff Writer

bain and GrantS tOWn
library receiveS bOOkS

n Jones Communications donates to library
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Two men in their thir-

ties were arraigned in

Magistrate’s Court yester-

day in connection with

the murder of Javan

Lynden Forbes which

occurred on December

8th.

Thirty two year old

Jamaal McSweeney and

thirty one year Jamaric

Green, both of Dorsett

Alley, faced charges

before Chief Magistrate

Joyann Ferguson-Pratt.

It is alleged that both

McSweeney and Green

on the date in question, by

means of unlawful harm

did intentionally cause

the death of twenty seven

year old Forbes.

According to police

reports, shortly after

9:30pm last Friday , four

men were sitting in a

white Honda when anoth-

er car pulled up behind

them and a lone gunman

got out of the second

vehicle and shot one of

the four men; now known

as Javan Forbes. 

Both men are repre-

sented by Attorney Ian

Cargill. They were not

required to enter a plea.

Their matter was

adjourned until February

21st 2018 when  they will

return to Magistrate’s

Court.  At that time a

Voluntary Bill of

Indictment (VBI) will be

read to fast track the case

to Supreme Court. 

BY ONIKE ArCHEr
Journal Staff Writer

GOt neWS?
Please call the Bahama

Journal’s news tIP 
lIne at 356-7254 
and let us know!

TWO MEN ArrAIGNED OVEr MUrDEr

transport and local
Government minister visits cat

island and meets with local
Government and other officials

The Hon. Frankie

Campbell, Minister of Transport and

Local Government, recently led a

delegation of senior officers to Cat

Island where he met with Local

Government practitioners and other

stakeholders.

Accompanying the Minister were:

Permanent Secretary, Lorraine

Armbrister; Director of Local

Government, Cephas Cooper;

Controller of Road Traffic, Ross

Smith; Port Controller,  Cyril Roker;

Director of Meteorology, Trevor

Basden; Post Master General (Actg),

Jennifer Johnson;  and Chief Training

Officer in the Department of Local

Government, Lashanta Greenslade. 

This is the third in a series of

Family Island visits by Minister

Campbell and his team, having com-

pleted similar visits to Grand Bahama

and Abaco.

While in Cat Island Minister

Campbell visited each respective

office and listened to concerns of

staff of the Administrator's Office,

the Post Office and the Port

Department. 

Minister Campbell met with mem-

bers of the Cat Island District

Council and assured them of his

Ministry's commitment to work with

them in their efforts to provide qual-

ity service to the residents of Cat

Island. Moreover, he met with mem-

bers of the various Statutory Boards

including Road Traffic, Town

Planning, Hotel and the Port.

A Town Meeting was held at the

Media Centre in Knowles’ settlement

and attended by local government,

civic, religious and community lead-

ers.

A highlight of the visit was a

debate between the Local

Government Junior Councilors of

Old Bight And Arthur's Town High

Schools, under the theme, "Building

Communities through

Transparency, Accountability, Integri

ty and Productivity." Arthur's Town

High School was named the winner

of the competition. Minister

Campbell presented certificates to

the participants and the local coordi-

nators of the program. 

It is the Minister’s intent to visit

all remaining Family Island districts

during the course of 2018.

4 The Minister of Transport and Local Government, the Hon. 
Frankie Campbell, addresses a District Council meeting.
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“…roy Moore's loss broke through one of

the most impenetrable walls in American poli-

tics: partisan polarization…” As reported by

CNN.

As it now turns out—President of The

United States of America  Donald J. Trump has

awakened to a new reality in that America he

would make – as he promised – great again;

with that reality being – as reported: Trump lost

big in Atlanta—His man – ray Moore, the bigot,

lost big time in their joint bid to win a seat in the

Senate of the United States of America.

Put simply: the struggle over that Alabama

seat in the Senate was also a tacit referendum

on Donald J. Trump’s failing presidency---!

This we believe to the maximum degree

possible!

As one of our columnists wrote last year:

“…The record shows, Donald Trump did his

brutal thing his brutal way; and that, his sup-

porters cheered and roared their approval of

each and all of his deeply troubling plans, pro-

posed policies and projects for his agenda

once he got their approval.

“And thus it came to be this Tuesday past

that I became sick to my stomach – as it

dawned on me – that America the Great had

set its sights on becoming great again as that

once upon a time great place where freedom

reigned to becoming a morbid reminder of that

other set of facts which – taken and shaken

together – revealed that there is that other

America where bigotry, racism, hate, misogyny

– mixed in with the filthiest of bloody lucre –

could and did spawn genocide, murder and

blood-red terrorism as it paraded itself with its

burning crosses and their myriad of memories

of Black men and women crucified on this or

that lynching tree…”

Clearly, this columnist was on the right side

of those times as Donald J. Trump tasted the

sweetness inherent in his victory/victimization

of Hillary rodham Clinton.

And as that pundit had indicated: Put simply,

the entrance and ascension of Donald Trump is

little more than an announcement to the effect

that, there is out-there that other rabid America

that would consume itself in hate; that would

ride rough-shod over any and all who would

dare shout ENOUGH!!! 

Eleven months later, the word in the wind

[as reported by both reuters and CNN]

shouts:--President Donald Trump should be

sweating after the shocking outcome in

Alabama's special election. roy Moore's defeat

is a huge blow to him personally and to the

GOP as a party.

The fact that this seat, in one of the most

deeply red states in the country, just flipped to

the Democrats is going to generate immense

anger and angst among republicans who are

feeling the bite of the Trump presidency in a

very visceral way.

roy Moore's loss broke through one of the

most impenetrable walls in American politics:

partisan polarization. 

Our guess is that Donald J. Trump might yet

face his own Waterloo!

“Trump was the one who got Jones within

firing range, and Moore allowed Jones to win,”

said Kyle Kondik, a political analyst at the

University of Virginia.

Even as Democrats lost several special con-

gressional elections this year, they consistently

showed higher levels of turnout and engage-

ment, which is attributable to Trump. 

The Alabama race showed there were limits

both to Trump’s endorsement power and his

judgment.

WASHINGTON (reuters) - In backing roy

Moore in Alabama’s U.S. Senate race even

though the candidate faced allegations of sex-

ual misconduct with teenage girls, President

Donald Trump made a risky bet - and lost big.

The victory by Democrat Doug Jones over

the republican Moore in the Alabama special

election on Tuesday was a catastrophe for

Trump, portending a Democratic wave next

year that could cost republicans control of one

or both houses of Congress.

The stakes in Alabama were that high.

Democrats already were confident they had a

strong chance to retake the U.S. House of

representatives in next year’s congressional

elections. Jones’ narrow victory increases their

once-long odds of retaking control of the

Senate as well.

If Democrats were to recapture both cham-

bers, they would serve as a check on Trump’s

agenda and might even initiate impeachment

proceedings against him.

“That republicans lost in one of the most

republican states in the nation is a wake-up

call no matter how flawed their candidate was,”

said Jesse Ferguson, a Democratic strategist

and former aide to Democrat Hillary Clinton’s

presidential campaign.

Democrats never expected to have a

chance in Alabama, where they had not won a

U.S. Senate race in 25 years. But the combina-

tion of Trump’s unpopularity, the sexual mis-

conduct allegations that erupted against Moore

in November, and Trump’s enthusiastic support

of him anyway gave them the opportunity.

E D I T O R I A L

the Bahama Journal Is an Independent newspaper - Published Week Days 

By the communicators & associates In affiliation With Jones communications ltd.

east st. north - P.o. Box n-8610

telephone: 242-325-3082 - Fax: 242 -356-7256

Kimaley P. Jones 
Vice President/Operations

Wendall K. Jones 

Publisher/Chief Executive Officer

TRUmPING D. TRUmP

Say what you like: We

live in very dangerous

times—and quite clearly,

such is the tenor inherent

in this day of rage and

despair=========

On occasion, this despair

in turn leads the rankest

e x p r e s -

sionon==========o

At other times, rage

can and does manifest its

self======in the sordid

disguise  known as

murfer!

We live in a time and in

a place where –sad to say-

most commentary con-

cerning ‘crime’ has

become fixated on the

dread work being done by

any number of young

thugs who seem intent on

looting, shooting and

killing as if they really and

truly have nothing to live

for.

In truth and in fact,

then: Some Bahamians

benefit from things as they

are; while others must

wait their turn; must fight,

must struggle and other-

wise they must also  put

their faith in the idea that a

better day is on its way.

Some others focus the

bulk of their attention and

resources on keeping

things the way they are as

some fight to see the com-

ing of that day when the

legacies of slavery and

colonialism are swept

away.

There are all those

benighted ones who are

blithely unaware of the

fact that, things as they are

can or even should be

changed.

These are the types

who are bathed and

washed in feelings either

of superiority or inferiori-

ty based on class, race,

sex, religion, and nation-

ality; with all of these

inculcated in us as chil-

dren and which shape our

assumptions about us and

the world. 

These learned attitudes

and values conspire to

convince us this is not

only the way things are;

but the way they should

remain.

This is really and truly

no just basis upon which

we can ever build a pro-

gressive Bahamas!

This is why – try as we

might – to keep alive the

idea that, there is far more

to the phenomenon of

crime and wrong-doing

than that which involves

the ‘murder-count; we

now must confess defeat

in the face of what seems

the widely held view that

crime is only really-real

when blood and death are

merged.

Interestingly enough,

this idea meshes easily

and readily with that other

idea and understanding

that wrong-doing such as

robberies, burglary and

[perhaps] even rape can

never be treated or under-

stood as being as impor-

tant as murder.

Whilst we do appreci-

ate the awful finality that

comes with murder; we

are constrained to insist

that there are any number

of wrongs and hurts which

routinely push some of

our people – especially

our youth – to the

precincts of any number

of dark places; environs

which threaten to hurt,

maim and undermine the

best of their efforts at

being and becoming good

citizens!

One of the more strik-

ing examples of how

deeply segregated today’s

Bahamas has become in

the past four decades since

Independence and so-

called Majority Rule, you

need look no further than

at the deep extent to which

Bahamians of different

means have not only total-

ly different life chances;

but to the extent to which

vitally important goods

germane to health, educa-

tion and safety are differ-

entially allocated in a

society where there is so

very much chat concern-

ing how ‘together’ we can

make a great little nation

of The Bahamas.

Evidently, this and

dreams like this are fated

to be the stuff of which

despair and challenge are

made; and for sure, it also

explains precisely how it

arises that some

Bahamians have decided

that ‘enough is enough’

and thus their pell-mell

flight to places like

Canada, The United

States, Europe and even

further afield.

And then, of course,

there are all those others

who cannot take such a

departure and thus their

oft-made decisions to opt

out psychologically  ---

thus that hardy number

who revel in indolence;

routinely game the system

and who – in time –

become dependent on oth-

ers for their daily bread.

I’m old school...I’ll

knock you in your throat

and make your teeth click! 

As said by one Black

Bahamian Woman con-

cerning her child---the

apple of her eye--

I’m old school...I’ll

knock you in your throat

and make your teeth click! 

If the truth be known—

this is precisely how so

very many of our dement-

ed brothers and sisters,

fathers and mothers

behave towards their chil-

dren—thus most of the

violence that now courses

through today’s deeply

troubled Bahamas.

And thus: The time will

surely come when what is

happening now will be

characterized as being

quite backward---and old-

fashioned----that is why

the fine lady – a frickn’

blast from the pit of hell—

located right out there

under toilet hole number-2

--- is talking fool about

beating her child----this –

even as she [in her pro-

foundest ignorance—con-

flates discipline with raw-

savage punishment---As

she said and As I shall

repeat ad nauseam: :I’ll

knock you in your throat

and make your teeth

click”!

So I’m watching a

video of a father disciplin-

ing his daughter after she

had a tantrum in Walmart!

He does an excellent job

and also says that he does-

n’t beat her, he said he

takes things away. Hey if

it works for him then

great, I’m old school...I’ll

knock you in your throat

and make your teeth click!

Anyone ever had one

of these slaps? Lol! I have

had and I have given, it’s

the circle of life! I’ll

knock you in your throat

and make your teeth click

Anyone ever had one

of these slaps? Lol! I have

had and I have given, it’s

the circle of life! I’ll

knock you in your throat

and make your teeth click

So I’m watching a

video of a father disciplin-

ing his daughter after she

had a tantrum in Walmart!

He does an excellent job

and also says that he does-

n’t beat her, he said he

takes things away. Hey if

it works for him then

great…I’ll knock you in

your throat and make your

teeth click!

The Rough Cut
By Felix F. Bethel

“…throat, knock & teeth…”

Shut-eye
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4 It’S PrettY SIMPLe – Programmer, Alex Cameron explain to students at Sunl
and Baptist Academy that coding is not as difficult as some people make it out to be. 
He helped to launch the Global Initiative in Grand Bahama. (BIS Photo/Lisa davis)

FREEPORT, Grand

Bahama -- With Grand

Bahama’s first Tech

Summit only a month in

the past, already, some

positive effects from the

Summit are being felt

among the students of

Freeport.

On Monday, December

11, students from Sunland

Baptist Academy and Jack

Hayward High School

participated in what is

called “an Hour of Code,”

simultaneously with chil-

dren around the globe.  In

fact, Sunland and Jack

Hayward were pacesetters

in officially establishing

Grand Bahama as part of

the worldwide Program.

The Global imitative

was brought to The

Bahamas through the

efforts of Kristie Powell, a

Bahamian working at

Google, who was one of

the guest speakers at the

first technology summit.

The program was taught

to over 20 million stu-

dents around the world on

Monday, the same time

students in Grand Bahama

were going through the

program.

The program, “Hour of

Code” is a global move-

ment reaching tens of mil-

lions of students in over

180 countries.  One-hour

tutorials are available in

over 45 languages and is

geared towards students

from ages four, upward.

On Monday, both

Sunland and Jack

Hayward were introduced

to the program by another

guest speaker of the first

Tech Summit, Alex

Cameron, a programmer. 

Cameron introduced

the students to the world

of coding and set the

foundation for what is

expected to become a

future career for many of

Grand Bahama’s young-

sters.

“This is a program

about which the Minister

for Grand Bahama is very

excited,” said Harcourt

Brown, Permanent

Secretary in the Office of

The Prime Minister, dur-

ing his visit with the stu-

dents at Sunland Baptist

Academy.  “This is one of

the suggestions that was

put forth during the GB

Tech Summit. This is an

embodiment of what it is

we hope to accomplish

here in Grand Bahama in

the very near future. As

some of you may know

the purpose of the Tech

Summit was to help estab-

lish Grand Bahama as a

Tech Hub. This is part of

that starting point.

“What you’re about to

do this morning is

extremely important; dur-

ing a meeting with the

executives of the Steering

Committee, one of the

discussions that came out

of that meeting was what

was happening with edu-

cation in The Bahamas.

The question was ‘are

young people preparing

themselves for what is

taking place as it relates to

the development of Grand

Bahamas a Technology

Hub.”

Mr. Brown said that the

‘Hour of Code” program

could not come at a better

time, as Freeport pushes

to follow up on its plans

to make GB the Tech Hub

for The Bahamas. He

encouraged the students

to take full advantage of

the program.  Alex

Cameron reminded the

students that technology

is about making life better

for people, while at the

same time making a good

living by those who are

proficient in it. He

assured the students that

learning how to code was

not as difficult as it

seemed.

“In fact, coding, tech-

nology can help to fix all

of the problems Grand

Bahama presently face,”

said Cameron. “All it

takes are people willing to

put in the time and begin

the process. It’s not about

just talking, it’s about

doing and making the

world better.”

BY ANDrEW COAKLEY
Bahamas Information Services

GB Students Join Global
Technology Initiative 

Called “Hour of Code”
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FREEPORT, Grand

Bahama – A message of

thankfulness was shared

on Wednesday, December

13, by Governor General

Her Excellency Dame

Marguerite Pindling dur-

ing the 19th Annual

Governor General’s Visit

to the Rand Memorial

Hospital, under the theme

“Celebrating our Health

Partners.”

“I am aware that the

hurricane which affected

Grand Bahama, Abaco and

Bimini earlier this year has

been a source of deep con-

cern because of the result-

ing damage and disruption

this natural disaster

brought to some.

Notwithstanding this, we

must ever be thankful that

no lives were lost, and that

we are enabled to press

forward to recover and

renew our activities and

our communities.”

She further added,

“This is the time of the

year when our hearts and

minds begin to swell in

anticipation of the coming

celebrations, and when we

focus our minds and hearts

on the miracle of our sal-

vation, and the real mean-

ing of the events which

took place some 2,000

years ago in Bethlehem.”

The Governor General

commended the staff for

the reports of high calibre

service and their devotion

to providing service self-

lessly. “Your service to the

Grand Bahama communi-

ty and the nearby islands is

indeed commendable, and

I know that you have

earned the respect and

gratitude of all.”

Gathering at Christmas

to celebrate the birth of

Jesus Christ is always spe-

cial, she said.  As people

are exchanging greetings

and celebrating, Dame

Marguerite urged them to

remember the love given

through the birth of our

Saviour, and as such, they

should share and spread

love with all those they

come in contact with.

“As we exchange greet-

ings and gifts, let us be

conscious of the real

meaning of the season,

and seize the opportunity

to focus on the many

blessings received and

given.”

Also giving brief

remarks during the cere-

mony were Acting

Minister of Health, the

Hon. Michael Pintard and

Minister of State in the

Office of the Prime

Minister, Grand Bahama,

Senator the Hon. J. Kwasi

Thompson.

The Public Hospitals

Authority of Grand

Bahama Health Services

used the opportunity to

honour Pioneer Health

Partners (physicians and

nurses) in the West End

Community Clinic and

retired and deceased

health partners.

Many local businesses

and service clubs were

also honoured for their

assistance to GBHS.

Following the official

ceremony, Her Excellency

was taken on a tour of the

hospital, when she had the

opportunity to stop and

visit with a few patients.

BY rOBYN ADDErLEY
Bahamas Information Services

Governor General Makes Annual Christmas
Visit to Grand Bahama’s Rand Hospital

4 MerrY CHrIStMaS – Dame Marguerite Pindling, Governor-General, was on Wednesday, December 13, in Grand Bahama for the 
19th Annual Governor-General’s Visit.  Following a ceremony, Dame Marguerite toured the Rand Memorial Hospital, accompanied by

Hospital Administrator, Sharon Williams; Acting Minister of Health and Minister of Youth, Sports and Culture, the Hon. Michael Pintard; 
and Minister of State in the Office of the Prime Minister, Grand Bahama, Senator the Hon. Kwasi Thompson. The group stopped in and 

visited with an expectant mother, Nickita Campbell and presented her with the gift of a baby carrier. (BIS Photo/andrew Miller) 
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