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Works Minister
Apologizes For Audit

4 Minister of Public Works,
Desmond Bannister

(Journal file photo)

4 Leader of the 
Opposition, Philip Davis
(Journal file photo)

inister of

P u b l i c

W o r k s ,

Desmond

Bannister

made a

public apology to Leader of

the Opposition, Philip Davis

after his reputation and

integrity came under attack

after a leaked copy of  Ernst

and Young’s  audited report

of Bahamas Power and Light

(BPL) became public.

Mr.Bannister in a commu-

nication in the House of

Assembly yesterday  said, “I

know him [Philip Davis] to

be an honourable man, and

would not wish to see his

reputation besmirched.

In the report,  according to

the Member of Parliament

for Cat Island, Rum Cay and

San Salvador, Mr. Davis, he

was accused of a conflict of

interest. 

As  reported in the

Tribune,  “the audit also

revealed one company said

to be owned by the brother of

Progressive Liberal Party

(PLP) Leader Philip “Brave”

Davis received lucrative con-

tracts from BEC even though

the business was not the pre-

ferred bidder in the tender

process”.

The article continued,

“The company, AL D’s

Construction and Roofing,

received two contracts for a

higher value than the recom-

mended bidder.

“The audit found while

two BEC executives wanted

to award these contracts to

two different companies, Mr.

Leslie Miller (then Chairman

of BEC)  wrote to the offi-

cials directing them that

BEC’s board had requested

the contracts be given to AL

D’s Construction & Roofing

instead”.

BY MACUSHLA PINDEr 

AND LICEC BASTIAN
Journal Staff Writers

MM
Prime minister Attends Viewing for the

LAte PArLiAmentAriAn mr. CALVin Johnson 

4 Prime Minister Dr. the Hon. Hubert Minnis attended the Viewing and signed the Book of Condolence 
for the Late Parliamentarian Mr. Calvin Johnson on Wednesday morning, November 8, at Butler's Funeral 

Home & Crematorium.  A State-Recognized Funeral will be held for Mr. Johnson at St. Francis Xavier 
Cathedral, West Hill Street on Thursday, November 9, at 10:00 a.m. (BIS Photo/Peter Ramsay)

g See Works Minister / page 2...

BPL Employees
Exonerated 

Bahamas Power and Light (BPL) employees who,

because of the nature of their jobs, were investigated,

have been exonerated and their names are  back in good

standing, according to Minster of Public Works

Desmond Bannister.

The employees, whose names were mention in a

report completed by Ernst and Young to investigate the

financial state at the corporation were exonerated of any

wrong doings. 

BY LICEC BASTIAN
Journal Staff Writer

g See eMPloyees exonerAted on PAGE 2...

Pensions Act Amendments
“To retool Public Service”

National  Security  Minister Marvin Dames

says the government  has taken  a step to revi-

talise and retool the public service and intro-

duce a serious succession planning model and

set the public service on a path to creativity,

innovation and productivity.

The Minister’s remarks came during a

debate in the House of Assembly yesterday to

amend section 5 of the Pensions Act to allow

a Commissioner of Police to not have to serve

40 years before receiving pension.

Many political observers believe that the

amendment  is mainly  to facilitate  the

removal of former Commissioner of Police

Ellison Greenslade from the Royal Bahamas

Police Force and to accommodate his recent

appointment as High Commissioner of the

Bahamas to the Court of Saint James in

London.

He added that there should be a cadre of

officers to fill top posts and when persons

remain in top positions for too long, they run

the risk of becoming complacent and begin to

lose the true purpose which is the advance-

ment of the organisation and not themselves.  

“This debate should be elevated to one

where we begin to discuss how we can

encourage the younger generation and prepare

themselves  for future leadership.  This, the

people’s government will stop the brain

drain,” Dames said.

BY C. JILLIAN GrAY
Journal Staff Writer

g See Pensions Act AMendMents / page 2...

Bowe: “Build Economy On Positives”

Former Chairman of the

Bahamas Chamber of

Commerce Employers’

Confederation , Gowon Bowe

is  optimistic about  the growth

of the country’s economy

despite there still being a high

unemployment rate, saying

that he believes that the future

of The Bahamas can be built

upon past positives. 

“We see the slow decline in

the unemployment numbers,

although it’s very, very high,

which means persons are start-

ing to get some employment

back.  We have to make sure

that is not a temporary [thing]

and that its sustained.

“I believe that there is this

sense of optimism that certain-

ly amongst the population that

things can happen.  We see

positive signs in terms of the

touristic development taking

place in New Providence, but

there are also developments in

the islands that are now having

attention focused on them.

“I believe that when we

look at the future of the

Bahamas,  I think we should

underscore the positives that

we can build upon. 

“So, whiles there is going to

be the ever-changing environ-

ment of  tourism and  financial

services,  we have to give that

sense of optimism that says

that there  are some of the pos-

itive factors that can actually

contribute to a resurgence of

the Bahamian economy,” Mr.

Bowe stated.

He also stated that growing

the economy must be stimulat-

ed by a belief in the power to

create and effect change in the

economy. 

“Economics is a game of

sentiment.  It  is he who feels it

knows it,  and when you are

talking about growing

economies,  that is usually

spurred by confidence. 

“It is very difficult in tough

times to convince a population

that the way to come out of

malaise or sort of lethargic

growth is by consumption and

by investment and by actually

taking a chance on how you

grow the economy,” Mr. Bowe

said.

BY LICEC BASTIAN
Journal Staff Writer

g See Works Minister / page 2...
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Continuing his apology,

Mr. Bannister stated: “The

report makes an allegation in

relation to the leader of the

opposition. I wish to confirm

that the allegation is incor-

rect. 

“It is based on incomplete

records at BPL, and I wish to

say unequivocally that there

is no evidence whatsoever

that the leader of the opposi-

tion did anything wrong,”

Mr. Bannister said.  

Mr. Bannister went on to

provide the report and a letter

that the then Deputy Prime

Minister Davis would have

received concerning contract

to his [Davis’] brother.  

“I wish to table Volumes 1

and 2 of the report, together

with a letter from Permanent

Secretary Higgs which com-

pletely exonerates the leader

of the opposition,” Mr.

Bannister said. 

In his response, Mr. Davis

said that when he became

aware of the contract,  he

immediately summoned

BEC’s then chairman and the

Permanent Secretary.

“I called them in and I said

look, my brother is not to be

awarded any contracts in my

ministry or any of the agen-

cies of which falls in my

portfolio. 

“If any of the other

Ministers wish to deal with

him that’s fine, but he is not

to get anything from my min-

istry or from any of the agen-

cies that fall in my portfolio.

“The Chairman took the

position and said, ‘look your

brother ought not to be dis-

qualified from bidding on

projects, and if he succeeds

in  being awarded the con-

tract, because he’s your

brother,  in any event this is

BPL.” said Mr. Davis. 

The PLP leader  said he

sensed the reluctance of the

Chairman and therefore

instructed the Permanent

Secretary to write a letter to

both the board and BEC to

immediately cancel the con-

tract that may have been

issued to his brother. 

Mr. Davis who had stated

that he had already put the

matter into the hands of his

lawyers,  once  he learned of

the allegations in the article,

accepted Mr. Bannisters

apology. 

“This morning’s proceed-

ing is an example and an

illustration of the maturity of

the relationship and also of

how this Parliament ought to

be conducting itself.

“I hold him (Bannister)

responsible, not that he had

anything to do with what

eventually occurred, but it

falls in his ministry. 

“I thanked him when he

raised the matter with me

and I pointed him to the

response to it, which he

kindly followed the lead and

was able to determine there

was nothing to the allega-

tions. 

“I do accept the apology

for your office,” Mr. Davis

told the Minister.

a2 nationalnEWS
the Bahama Journal

Thursday - November 9th, 2017

The Minister said in the past,  a

number of senior public officers

who were on the verge of retirement,

were given extensions to continue to

serve in their posts.  He  also point-

ed out that  there are instances where

individuals were called out of retire-

ment to serve in high-level positions

which could have been adequately

and effectively filled by competent

and qualified civil servants who still

have years of service to offer. 

He said that not allowing young

persons to fill roles,  causes  them to

stay in or move to other countries

where they can find value for their

skill. 

“Other countries around the world

are able to benefit from the expertise

of our Bahamian sons and daughters.

When employers here tell them that

they are too young, employers from

other nations tell them that they are

hired.  When some employers here

tell them that they will have to wait

for another 10 years, employers

from other nations tell them that they

are the best person for the job.  And

while as a nation we have told them

to sit small until your name is called,

employers from other nations told

them to take the position and run

with it,” Dames said.

He further stated that  there

must be a willingness to take

risks in order to generate a

return.

“Whiles there is risk to every

capital investment,  the only way

you will make a return is by tak-

ing risk, zero risk, zero return,”

Mr. Bowe said. 

Mr. Bowe  who is the Chief

Financial Officer at Fidelity Bank

stated that although there may

be challenges to the growth of

the economy, it’s because of the

focus which needs to be redirect-

ed.

“When you look at it, we have

a number of challenges in front

of us and our focus needs to not

be on the negatives and those

elements that are saying why it is

a tough time.

“Our focus needs to be redi-

rected to how to overcome this

environment that we are in,” he

said.

Mr. Bowe noted that in order

for the country to retain status of

being the ‘jewels of the

Caribbean,’ Bahamians must

speak up.

“Ultimately, I believe that

there needs to be those brave

voices that come forward and

say that we as a country should

not talk ourselves down,  but talk

ourselves up.

“If we are to remain the jewel

of the Caribbean,  then we have

to act like the prince and

princess of the Caribbean and

we have to have that exuber-

ance.

“I would say there are certain-

ly headwinds and challenges,

but I would say that if we are col-

lective in our thinking and we are

willing to work together, pool

resources and actually look at

the positive aspects,  then we

will have an opportunity to actu-

ally have a resurgence in the

economy,” Mr. Bowe said.

Mr. Bowe’s comments came

when he appeared as a guest on

a JCN roundtable discussion on

the economic prospects of The

Bahamas.

This was revealed by Minister of Public Works,

Desmond Bannister  in a communication to  the House

of Assembly yesterday. He  publicly thanked the

employees.

“There are a number of BPL employees who, by

virtue of their jobs had to be investigated. 

“I am pleased to say that though their names were

mentioned in the report, most of them were subsequent-

ly exonerated of any wrongdoing whatsoever. 

“They continue to be highly valued team members at

BPL. In this respect I wish to expressly thank: Mrs.

Cecile Greene, Ms. Ene Maura, Ms. Garnell Sheppard,

Ms. Chrislyn Dean and Mr. Kevin Bowleg,” Mr.

Bannister said.

“BPL values their service, and we look forward to

many years of continued productivity and goodwill,” he

stated.

Ernst and Young conducted a forensic audit on the

BPL confirming that the corporation’s theft scandal

which  involved a total of some 41 fraudulent cheques

that were issued to 13 fictitious vendors totaling over

$1.8 million.

The report by  Ernst and Young  on  BPL was tabled

in the House yesterday.

Works Minister Apologizes For Audit

BPL Employees
Exonerated 

Pensions Act Amendments
“To retool Public Service”

Bowe: “Build Economy On Positives”
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Persons that own regis-

tered firearms are strongly

urged to renew their licenses

should they plan to use their

weapons legally.

The Royal Bahamas

Police Force (RBPF) is urg-

ing members of the firearm

community to ensure their

firearm licenses   are  up to

date.

In a Press Conference

yesterday, Officer in Charge

of Firearms, Assistant

Superintendent Stacey

Bowe-Curry  gave the warn-

ing  at  the commencement of

renewal season.

“Today, we are here to

advise all our license hold-

ers, the renewal season has

started.  It  began  on

November 1st and will run

until January 13th 2018,

before late fees are

incurred.” Ms. Bowe-Curry

said.

For persons who have

been delinquent in renewing

their license, Ms. Bowe-

Curry detailed the proce-

dures one needs to follow in

order to update their license.

She said, “If you have not

licensed your firearms for a

number of years, the proce-

dure is to take your firearm

to the police armory and

have it stored there for safe

keeping.”

Additionally, she  stated

that those who  desire t0

relinquish the ownership of

their firearm(s) through the

process of selling,  must have

a valid registration accompa-

nying the purchase.

In an instance of the death

of a firearm owner, Ms.

Bowe-Curry explained the

process of deceased family

members owning a firearm.

“If a member of your family

has a licensed firearm and

the person has died, the

firearm is not automatically

yours. You have to apply for

that firearm.”

To be clear, Ms. Bowe-

Curry emphasized that own-

ership of firearms does not

have a transferrable relation-

ship to the next kin.

Shotguns, rifles and spe-

cial licensed revolvers are

the type of firearms

Bahamians are permitted to

own and license.

Although it is legal to pur-

chase a firearm off the inter-

net, there are certain specifi-

cations the RBPF must

inspect before purchase.

“Persons can also pur-

chase firearms off line, but

the procedure is, they have to

bring in the exact firearm

they want to purchase and we

look at the specs of it and

then we will determine

whether that person can

bring in that particular

firearm.

“Anyone can apply for a

firearm license, once a thor-

ough investigation has been

conducted;  even though

there is no special training

requirement beforehand.

Furthermore, firearms are

solely used for hunting pur-

poses.

“Should you encounter a

trespasser on your property

and you feel endangered, by

law, once your firearm’s

license is up to date, you may

use it for protection without

any penalty,” said the officer.

There have been recorded

incidences where firearms

have been used in a criminal

manner as a result of it being

stolen out of the owner’s

possession. 

Central Detective Unit

(CDU) Chief Superintendent

Solomon Cash, expanded on

the importance of securing

one’s weapon.  He said, “it

is important that firearms are

well protected and locked

away in your safes at home. 

“We have incidences

where firearms were stolen

from home and were later

used in the commission of

crimes on the street,” he stat-

ed.

To be eligible for a

firearm license, you must be

a Bahamian and 18 years

old. 

BY ONIKE ArCHEr
Journal Staff Writer

Firearm Owners Warned

F.E. StEvEnS AcAdEmy -- courtESy cAll

4 Students and teachers of F.E. Stevens Academy, Calabash Bay, Andros called upon Her Excellency Dame Marguerite 
Pindling, Governor General, at Government House on Friday, November 3, 2017. (BIS Photo/Letisha Henderson)
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Better Communities
Reduce Crime

“We actually don’t have a

crime problem, but we have a

neglect problem,” were the

words Minister of National

Security Marvin Dames as he

opened his address  in a  Meet

the Minister breakfast held at

the British Colonial Hilton

yesterday.

Speaking to a room filled

with professionals from vari-

ous backgrounds, Mr. Dames

said, “many would ask the

question, ‘what’s the police

doing about crime?’ and one

of my responses would be,

what’s happening around us is

a manifestation of the neglect

over decades in this country.

According to Police

Statistics, overall crime is

down; arm robberies, rob-

beries, rape, burglary, house

break-ins and business break-

ins are all down significantly,

Mr. Dames indicated. 

However, unfortunately,

what plagues this country and

this region is the problem of

murdering your brother and

sister.

Mr. Dames said, “what we

continue to be plagued with in

this country and I dare say

too, even within the devel-

oped world, is this problem of

young men, young black men

in particular killing each

other.  

“Today, we’ve been seeing

that now, for a little more than

a decade; a continued upward

spiral of the homicide rates in

this country,” said the

Minister.

He  told the audience,

“many of us sitting in this

room, many of us sitting on

the outside are a part of that

problem, or responsible for

what we’re seeing here

today.”

Mr. Dames  spent  23 years

on  the Royal Bahamas Police

Force (RBPF) and  has wit-

nessed the rise in criminal

activity in the  country, which

has now become an epidemic.

Paraphrasing   Pastor Tony

Evans , Mr. Dames said, “If

we have messed up parents,

messed up parents will con-

tribute to messed up chil-

dren.”  

He continued, “If we have

messed up parents in a home

with messed up children, then

it means that we have a

messed up home and if we

have a messed up home and

that home is in a community,

then that translates into a

messed up community.

“So, if we have messed up

communities and they are

part of a messed up nation,

then it result in a messed up

nation.

“Many years ago,

Bahamian children were

raised by the community, not

by their parents alone. 

“One may think of the

African Proverb, it takes a vil-

lage to raise a child’; noting

that it takes an entire commu-

nity to raise a child and that

child, or children have  the

best ability to become healthy

adults if the entire community

takes an active role in con-

tributing to the rearing of the

child.  

“Seemingly, such princi-

ples have left the communi-

ties of The Bahamas,” said

the Minister. 

As  it relates to addressing

and fixing the nation’s crime

problem, Mr. Dames

implored the audience to

search deeper within them-

selves to truly analyze the

crime situation,  instead of

searching for a cause or per-

sons  to place the blame.

“For many years now, we

have neglected one of our

principle responsibilities in

this country, which is, the

rearing of our children.

“We have abdicated our

responsibilities and have

transferred that responsibility

on to the schools, streets,

churches, the government and

everywhere else. When things

don’t go right, we tend to

point the finger instead of

looking into the mirror at our-

selves,” he said.

BY ONIKE ArCHEr
Journal Staff Writer

4 Minister of National Security 
Marvin Dames (Journal file photo)

Former   Member of  Parliament  Lester

Turnquest  sees division  as the biggest chal-

lenge to growing the Bahamas’ stagnant econo-

my.

Mr.  Turnquest, appearing as a guest on the

Radio  Love 97  afternoon show, “On  Point”,

said the  template for a successful country and a

successful jurisdiction  is the ability to mobilize

your entire population to get things done. 

He said countries  like China have done it and

believes that if the Bahamas has the leadership

then it can too. 

“When I look at Singapore,  I see a country

where Muslim, Buddhist,  Atheist  and

Christians are all able to exist peacefully. They

had a leader who demanded that they all work as

one to make the country better.

“I don’t  know when,  or if we will ever get to

that point. I believe what we need is passion and

commitment to tackle these things.  We don’t

need pomposity or arrogance,  we just need hard

workers,”  Mr.Turnquest said.  

An Economist by profession,  he says,  in an

economy that’s stagnant,  law firms and account-

ant firms experience downturns,  an issue that he

said colleagues of his  have complained about. 

Mr. Turnquest said  that the Bahamian econo-

my  will not  improve based on what is current-

ly happening in the financial services sector. 

BY C. JILLIAN GrAY
Journal Staff Writer

“DIVISION IS THE BIGGEST ECONOMIC CHALLENGE,” SAYS FOrMEr MP

courtESy cAllS At GovErnmEnt HouSE 

4 Her Excellency Dame Marguerite Pindling, Governor General, welcomed the Christian International Global Network and International 
Gathering of the Saints in a courtesy call at Government House on Wednesday, November 1, 2017. (BIS Photo/Letisha Henderson)

4 Teacher and students of Bahamas Elite Sports Academy called upon Governor General Her Excellency Dame 
Marguerite Pindling at Government House on Wednesday, November 1, 2017. (BIS Photo/Letisha Henderson)
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First, we declare that: Like many in this tribe,

we yearn for the soon-coming of that great day

in the morning when matters germane to health,

education and security are inoculated from the

all that tug and strain that now accompanies the

way we all do and sometimes ‘enjoy’ our politics.

This we affirm as we also take time to note

that – as a people – we have done far too little

to shelter and shield our youth from a myriad of

troubles and challenges bequeathed them by

their elders.

With this proviso in mind, we now insist that:

If ever there was a time when the Bahamian

people should take a long hard look at them-

selves in terms of damage they do to them-

selves; that time is clearly now as the word con-

firms: The Bahamas has the “highest incidence”

of diabetes in the world and 79.2 percent of the

population is obese or overweight; this due to

the fact that Bahamians eat a diet high in pre-

dominantly animal fat, sugar and salt coupled

with limited physical activity.

And so it now follows that: As a result of these

poor lifestyle choices, obesity and other chronic

non-communicable diseases (CNCDs) are ram-

pant and exhaust a significant portion of the

country’s national health budget annually in pro-

viding care, medication, and rehabilitation serv-

ices.

This ‘health-related’ matters is of the utmost

importance, moving forward!

With this set of factoids in mind, we would

also wish to note that: At long last, we have in

the Hon. Duane Sands a Minister of Health [and

to wit, also, a surgeon extraordinaire] who

understands that, prevention is far better than

cure.

And so today we take due note that he and

his colleagues in the Ministry of Health are – as

we have recently learned – in the process of

reviewing the current breadbasket food items

list with the view of removing “unhealthy food”

from this category and replacing them with

healthier options.

We applaud them for this most timely of ini-

tiatives!

Evidently, such an initiative can and will dras-

tically improve the “horrible health profiles” of

Bahamians.

Indeed, there is today no doubting the verac-

ity inherent in the notion that: Items like sugar,

mayonnaise, condensed milk and corned beef

are at risk of being deleted from the breadbas-

ket list and replaced with fruits, vegetables and

other healthy foods. Other items that are con-

sidered breadbasket are butter, cooking oil,

cheese, grits and bread.

And thus, the sum of the matter remains that:

It’s all so very, very sad; which is to say – by

way of direct explanation and with accompanied

lament – that, we now live in a place where neg-

lect of children has reached epidemic propor-

tions.

For many of these young people, that neg-

lect begins at sun-up in the morning when – as

they are awakened from either slumber or

sleep, they are packaged and set on their way

to school. If they are lucky, they will be given a

pittance that has to be so budgeted that they

could get through the day ahead.

Alas! That pittance of change is invariably

used to buy so-called ‘food’ that is simply unfit

for human consumption where what passes for

such is little more than a nasty concoction of

grease, sugar and goo—and thusly and there-

after some of these children are set on a path

that will lead to disease and on occasion, to

early death.

This is what is happening throughout this

country’s heartland communities—and saddest

of all, practically no-one seems to care.

And then, wonder of wonders, some of our

‘concerned’ leaders routinely chat and fret

about the extent to which there is a crying need

for money with which we could purchase more

beds for the hospital; more medications for the

sick—and of course, they would also love even

more kudos from the sick and dying people they

help.

But yet, we insist that this approach to the

matter of caring for the well-being of the nation’s

children is absolutely mistaken. Indeed, the

truth remains that: Prevention is better than

cure!

By definition, therefore, we should be up and

doing with seeing to it that every child in today’s

Bahamas is adequately clothed, adequately

protected, loved and provided the best food

needed for their sustenance and flourishing in a

hard place as today’s hard-scrabble deeply

challenged Bahamas.

Put otherwise, some of the so-called ‘foods’

now consumed by so very many poor-hungry-

hard-working Bahamians are perfectly unfit for

either them or their animals.

Even the hogs deserve better!

UNhEALThy ‘FOODS’

Shut-EyE

\After all these years 

lost to the whirlwind 

- Jasper is still on my mind -

And once that had been

done—‘They’ killed’ and so

today: Please be reminded

that: Three white men with

suspected ties to the Ku Klux

Klan chained James Byrd, Jr.

(a Black hitchhiker), to the

back of a pickup truck and

dragged him to his death. His

head, neck, and right arm

were found about a mile

from his mangled torso.

Three white men with sus-

pected ties to the Ku Klux

Klan chained James Byrd, Jr.

(a Black hitchhiker), to the

back of a pickup truck and

dragged him to his death. His

head, neck, and right arm

were found about a mile

from his mangled torso. A

wrench with the name of one

of the suspects on it was

found near the body. Byrd

had been dragged about two

miles on a narrow, winding

asphalt road.

Lawrence Russell Brewer,

31, Shawn Allen Berry, and

John William King, both 23,

were charged with murder

and jailed without bail. Byrd,

49, had been walking home

from a niece's bridal shower

on a Saturday night and

apparently accepted a ride

from the defendants. He was

last seen riding in the back of

the truck, police said. When

he was found, he was so

badly disfigured that investi-

gators had to use fingerprints

to identify him. King and

Brewer were covered with

tattoos indicating white

supremacist beliefs, and all

three had spent time in

prison, where they apparent-

ly had ties to the KKK and

the Aryan Nation.

Jasper is a timber town of

7,800 people about 100 miles

northeast of Houston. Byrd, a

father of three, lived on dis-

ability checks because of an

arm injury.

When Brewer was sen-

tenced to death in 1999,

Jasper County District

Attorney Guy James Gray

said that, while he did not

personally favor the death

penalty, it was necessary in

Brewer's case.

"This is a situation where if

you don't give the death

penalty to this man, he will

kill again," said Gray.

To impose the death penal-

ty, the jurors in Brewer's

trial had to answer three

questions under Texas law:

-- Would Brewer be 

a threat to society 

in the future;

-- Did Brewer mean 

to kill Byrd;

-- And, were there 

mitigating 

circumstances 

that would 

warrant sparing 

Brewer's life?

To sentence Brewer to

death, the jurors voted

unanimously on each ques-

tion -- answering the first

two yes and the last no.

The execution was the 11th

this year in Texas, the most

active death-penalty state.

Three white men with sus-

pected ties to the Ku Klux

Klan chained James Byrd, Jr.

(a Black hitchhiker), to the

back of a pickup truck and

dragged him to his death. His

head, neck, and right arm

were found about a mile

from his mangled torso.

Lawrence Russell Brewer

was executed in Texas

Wednesday evening for his

involvement in the infamous

dragging death of a black

man 13 years ago.

Brewer, 44, was one of

three men convicted for

involvement in the murder of

James Byrd.

He was executed by lethal

injection at 6:21 p.m. local

time (7:21 p.m. ET)

Wednesday, according to the

Texas Department of

Criminal Justice.

Brewer ate a huge final

meal, according to Texas

Department of Criminal

Justice spokesman Jason

Clark. It consisted of chicken

fried steaks, a triple-meat

bacon cheeseburger, a cheese

omelet, a bowl of fried okra,

barbeque, fajitas, pizza, and a

slab of peanut butter fudge

with crushed peanuts.

After the meal, Brewer

was given time to make

phone calls to family and

friends.

Brewer and two other

white men kidnapped the 49-

year-old black man on the

night of June 7, 1998. They

chained him by the ankles to

the back of a pickup truck

and dragged him for 3 ½

miles down a country road

near Jasper, Texas. Byrd died

when he was decapitated

after he hit a culvert.

Prosecutors said the

crime, which they described

it as one of the most vicious

hate crimes in U.S. history,

was intended to promote

Brewer's fledgling white

supremacist organization.

During his 1999 trial, they

called Brewer a racist psy-

chopath.

Brewer was a former

"Exalted Cyclops" of a racist

prison gang affiliated with

the Ku Klux Klan. He spent

most of his adult life in

prison for burglary, cocaine

possession and parole viola-

tions.

During the trial, Brewer

took the witness stand and

contended that he was a

bystander, not a killer.

He tearfully admitted

being present when Byrd was

dragged to his death but, he

said, "I didn't mean to cause

his death. I had no intentions

of killing anybody."

Brewer said accomplice

John William King initiated

the killing by fighting with

Byrd. He also said the third

defendant, Shawn Berry,

slashed Byrd's throat and

then chained him to Berry's

pickup. Brewer admitted

kicking Byrd and spraying

Byrd's face with black paint.

Three white men with sus-

pected ties to the Ku Klux

Klan chained James Byrd, Jr.

(a Black hitchhiker), to the

back of a pickup truck and

dragged him to his death. His

head, neck, and right arm

were found about a mile

from his mangled torso.

Lawrence Russell Brewer

was executed in Texas

Wednesday evening for his

involvement in the infamous

dragging death of a black

man 13 years ago.

Brewer, 44, was one of

three men convicted for

involvement in the murder of

James Byrd.

He was executed by lethal

injection at 6:21 p.m. local

time (7:21 p.m. ET)

Wednesday, according to the

Texas Department of

Criminal Justice.

Brewer ate a huge final

meal, according to Texas

Department of Criminal

Justice spokesman Jason

Clark. It consisted of chicken

fried steaks, a triple-meat

bacon cheeseburger, a cheese

omelet, a bowl of fried okra,

barbeque, fajitas, pizza, and a

slab of peanut butter fudge

with crushed peanuts.

After the meal, Brewer

was given time to make

phone calls to family and

friends.

Brewer and two other

white men kidnapped the 49-

year-old black man on the

night of June 7, 1998. They

chained him by the ankles to

the back of a pickup truck

and dragged him for 3 ½

miles down a country road

near Jasper, Texas. Byrd died

when he was decapitated

after he hit a culvert.

And once that had been done

— ‘they’ killed the 

exalted cyclops!

The Rough Cut
By Felix F. Bethel

“…Exalted Cyclops…”
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Innovators of Modern Technology
Coming to The Bahamas for Tech Summit

FREEPORT, Grand

Bahama – Combining the

beauty of The Bahamas

(with its sun, sand and sea),

with some of the world’s

most informative, ingenious

and well-versed individuals

in the world of modern tech-

nology -- the Grand Bahama

Technology Summit is set

for November 9-10, 2017 in

Freeport, Grand Bahama. 

For a historic few days,

Silicon Valley tech wizards

on the cutting edge of their

craft are expected to deliver

first-hand to Bahamians

information on what’s new,

what’s trending, and what

the future will look like in

the world of technology.

Minister of State for

Grand Bahama, Senator the

Hon. Kwasi Thompson

whose office is full-force

behind the preparation and

hosting of the GB

Technology Summit said,

recently: “If you are a major

international tech company,

we want you in Grand

Bahama; if you are a

Bahamian and want to set up

a tech company, we want

you in Grand Bahama.”

There will be an impres-

sive list of speakers headlin-

ing this first Summit – from

Google, Hewlett Packard

and Microsoft to name a few.  

One such speaker is

Microsoft’s Xerxes Beharry,

a Trinidadian who has

always been passionate

about technology.  At the age

of 16, he ran his own busi-

ness customizing databases

for local insurance agents.

This early endeavor influ-

enced his decision to pursue

higher education at Florida

Institute of

Technology. There he earned

his Master's in Computer

Engineering before being

hired by Microsoft as a

P r o g r a m

Manager. During the past six

years at Microsoft,

he has had the opportunity

to work on iconic products

such as MSN Messenger,

Windows, and most recently,

HoloLens -- the world's first

self-contained holographic

computer. He holds two US

patents for his contributions

in HoloLens and Windows. 

From Hewlett Packard,

Michael Johnston is a

Solution Architect for Large

Public Venues at Aruba/HPE

and is a global expert in Very

High Density Wi-Fi deploy-

ments and indoor Location

Based Services for sporting

arenas and stadiums, with

several seating over 100,000

guests. Michael has unique

experience in supporting the

design and deployment of

Wireless Service Provider

networks, including some of

the largest and most success-

ful city-wide/municipal

wireless networks support-

ing Intelligent Traffic

Management Systems and

SCADA Telemetry systems.

Michael has over 18 years of

wireless communication

expertise built upon a

Bachelor of Science Degree

in Business Management

and his U.S. Air Force expe-

rience maintaining airborne

electronic warfare systems.

There will be a host of

other top-ranked speakers at

this year’s Tech Summit,

including Dr. Donovan

Moxey, of CBI Mobile

(Bah.) Ltd in Nassau,

Bahamas; Dr. Jeff Schlossar,

of SoniTrack Systems Inc.;

Aisha Bowe, of

STEMBoard and formerly

NASA, a Bahamian working

in Washington, DC; Dr.

Gadryn Higgs, a Grand

Bahamian, formerly of

Linkedin, working in

Silicon Valley; and Larone

Burrows, a Grand Bahamian

Inventor working in Silicon

Valley.

4 A final planning session at the Office of the Prime Minister, 
Grand Bahama, before the summit’s opening on Thursday. 
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The Government of The

Bahamas welcomes open

and honest debate from all

quarters, including those

concerned with civil society,

citizen safety and human

rights, Prime Minister, Dr.

the Hon. Hubert A. Minnis

stated recently.

Prime Minister Minnis

said the best debates, howev-

er, are those that are free of

scare tactics and extreme

positions that do not take

into account “the necessary,

and multiple roles of govern-

ment” which, the Prime

Minister said, always require

balance and prudence.

Prime Minister Minnis

said in the Speech From The

Throne (read by Her

Excellency, Dame

Marguerite Pindling,

DCMG, during the Opening

of Parliament in May) his

Administration pledged to

listen to the voices, aspira-

tions, dreams, hopes and

desires of the Bahamian peo-

ple. The Prime Minister said

those sentiments are true

today, as they were then.

“On May 10, 2017, the

Bahamian people spoke

loudly, clearly and resolutely

in the Ballot Boxes and gave

the Free National Movement

an overwhelming vote of

confidence to restore this

nation to the core values of

self-discipline, industry, loy-

alty, unity, good governance

and an abiding respect for

Christian values and the

Rule of Law.

“The mandate given to my

government on May 10,

2017 is a mandate for

change. This is a time for the

accelerated development of

all our people, in all spheres

of national life. This is a time

for the people. This is indeed

the people’s time.

“My government has

therefore pledged to listen to

the voice, aspirations,

dreams, hopes and desires of

our people. My Government

is well aware that the world

has changed significantly,

thus the policies of my

Government will not be

drawn from the experiences

of the past, but must be

formed in the sunlight of

contemporary realities.”

Prime Minister Minnis

said he found some of the

recent discussion on immi-

gration very curious follow-

ing his Communication to

the House of Assembly on

various immigration matters. 

“Let me state yet again,

that a government must be

guided by balanced and pru-

dent politics. This govern-

ment will continue, from

now until the end of the year,

to interdict and repatriate

individuals here illegally.

This means individuals from

all countries. We will contin-

ue to enforce the rule of law.

In our repatriation efforts we

will be humane and just.

“It is disturbing that some

who claim to be concerned

about human rights and the

rule of law, seem to want to

suspend the rule of law when

it pertains to certain immi-

gration matters.

“We must be a nation of

laws, not of personal fancies

and extreme positions,”

Prime Minister Minnis

added.

Government
Welcomes Open

and Honest Debate
on National Issues

US CHARGE D'AFFAIRES
PAYS FAREWELL

COURTESY CALL ON 
THE PRIME MINISTER
4 US Embassy Charge d'Affaires, Ms. Lisa Johnson 
paid a Farewell Courtesy Call on Prime Minister, Dr. 
the Hon. Hubert Minnis on Wednesday, November 

8, 2017 at Cabinet Office, Churchill Building, 
Rawson Square. (BIS Photo/Peter Ramsay)
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