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Former  Bank Governor Not
Optimistic About Economy

ormer Central

Bank Governor

Julian Francis

has painted a

very grim pic-

ture of the

country’s economy,  saying

he is not optimistic for it’s

growth in the near future.

He made the comments

while appearing as a guest

on a JCN  Roundtable  dis-

cussing the economic

prospects of the Bahamas.

Also participating in the

Forum were businessman,

Sir Franklyn Wilson;

Gowon  Bowe, Chief

Financial Officer of

Fidelity Bank; James

Smith, former Minister of

State for Finance and

Raymond Winder,

Managing Partner of

Deloitte and Touche.

Mr. Francis who served

in that post from 1997-

2005 said  that as far as the

short term is concerned,  he

is not optimistic for eco-

nomic growth in the slight-

est sense,  primarily due to

the country’s inability to

grow different sectors of

the economy to compete in

today’s global market.

“I am really not that opti-

mistic about the short term;

what I believe has always

driven our economy is what

is going on around us.

“We are not an internally

driven economy, we could

possibly change that over

time,  but I’m not sure that

the internal driver of our

economy will ever be big

enough to satisfy the stan-

dard of living The Bahamas

has become accustomed to. 

“We have still been

dependent on the traditional

sectors and we have rarely

grown any significant sec-

tor of the economy which is

competitive in today’s envi-

ronment with some of the

new economies which are

working around us.

“Unless we can do these

things,  the truth is we are

not going to be compared to

some of the others who we

look at when we benchmark

ourselves. I don’t think we

are going to be able to

emerge as a real power-

house of an economy.

BY aMaJahl KnOwlES
Journal Staff Writer
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4 JCN ECONOMIC FORUM ON THE ECONOMY - Viewers of JCN Television saw a provocative Economic Forum last evening on Prospects for The
Bahamian Economy.  Pictured (left to right) are Sir Franklyn Wilson, Chairman of Sunshine Holdings; Gowon Bowe, Chief Financial Officer of Fidelity Bank;

James Smith, former Minister of State for Finance and former Governor of the Central Bank of the Bahamas;  Wendall Jones host and CEO of Jones
Communications;  Julian Francis, former Governor of the Central Bank of the Bahamas  and  Raymond  Winder, Managing Partner of Deloitte and Touche.

MINISTERS
BACK PAY
INCREASE

The  government has received a  major backlash from

the leader of the official opposition and a number of cit-

izens who say that salary increases for Members of

Parliament  should not be in the plan right now.

However, a few MPs said yesterday they see nothing

wrong with the pay raises.

National Security Minister Marvin Dames said the

context in which the prime minister made his comments

seemed to imply a salary review across the board,  not

just for MPs.

Mr. Dames said he believes that there needs to be a

look at whether what MP’s are being paid here are in line

with regional and global standards.

BY C. Jillian GraY
Journal Staff Writer
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Engage Bahamians, Says
Former Ambassador Gomez

To move the Bahamas’

economy forward, engaging

Bahamians at the ground level

in their particular skill-sets  is

important to growth, accord-

ing to former Bahamian

Ambassador to China, Andy

Gomez. 

Speaking  on Love 97’s

daily talk show Issues of the

Day, Mr. Gomez said that

Bahamians need to be more

proactive and that the [gov-

ernment] must believe in

Bahamians. 

“We have to believe in

Bahamians, quite frankly, The

Bahamas does not promote

Bahamians.

“There is a lot of chatter

from time to time,  because

someone who is an expert in a

certain area, [such as] bank-

ing, they need to discuss

banking and maybe cross over

[the same] kinds of industry.

You don’t need a guy who is

chemical engineer talking

about banking and how to

advance banking because he

doesn’t have that skill set.

BY liCEC BaSTian
Journal Staff Writer

g See SAYS FoRMER / page 2...

Justice stephen isaacs sworn in as 
acting chief Justice of the supreme court 

4 Justice Stephen Isaacs was sworn in by Governor General Her 
Excellency Dame Marguerite Pindling as Acting Chief Justice of the 

Supreme Court, effective Monday, November 6, 2017 in a brief 
ceremony at Government House. (BIS Photo/Letisha Henderson)

DECRIMINALIZING MARIJUANA -

a COMPlEX iSSUE, SaYS DaMES

Amid local activists calling

for the decriminalization of

marijuana, National Security

Minister Marvin Dames said

there are a lot of things that go

into the mix that often times

people don’t think of when

considering the decriminal-

ization of marijuana. 

Mr. Dames said he often

hears that because the U.S. or

other countries did something,

that The Bahamas should fol-

low suit when there are some

number things that must be

looked at. 

He was responding to

questions yesterday suggest-

ing that  as Belize, a country

similar to the Bahamas  has

decriminalized marijuana up

to 10 grams, would the

Bahamas be next.

BY C. Jillian GraY
Journal Staff Writer
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“We will always be trying

to figure out to make the best

of what’s going on around

us,” Mr. Francis said.      

Now while he did admit

the country may be in dire

straits, he  offered some

advice in order to turn things

around.

“The key to any real sus-

tainable significant growth

which is reshaping our econ-

omy.  We have to become an

economy which is far more

efficient and need  to learn

how to live a bit more in line

with our capabilities,” Mr.

Francis said.

In  September the  world

renowned credit rating

agency Moody’s slashed its

2017 economic growth fore-

cast for The Bahamas to

“below 1 per cent”, and

warned that there was little to

medium-term momentum

beyond Baha Mar.

It is projecting that the

Bahamas’ real GDP will

expand by a modest 0.8 per

cent in 2017, following a 0.3

per cent contraction last year;

further showing how much

work is required to turn this

nation’s $8.9 billion econo-

my around.

“You need people who are experts  in

certain areas.  You need them to come

to the table and talk about how they can

make those particular industries more

efficient and more productive for

Bahamians in general,” Mr. Gomez

said.

Speaking on the topic of how to stim-

ulate the economy, Mr. Gomez made

several references to his appointment

as ambassador and his stay in China. 

he noted that in order for a country to

have economic boom, they must allow

for a  playing field of both citizens and

foreign investors.

“in order for you to build a country

successfully,  you have to believe in the

people first of all and then you have to

create a playing field where Bahamians

can excel.

“Sometimes we think it’s all for

Bahamians, but we will need some for-

eigners to assist us and that’s the way

we will have to build the country and the

government,” he said.

Sharing his wealth of knowledge, Mr.

Gomez said that government needs  to

engage Bahamians through dialogue to

know what can be done to boost the

economy. 

“There’s very little happening, but a

bit of advice to the government: i think it

needs to start with the Bahamian peo-

ple.

“i think the government needs to

start at the point of engaging

Bahamians at the ground level across

the country to find out what it is that they

want,” he said.

“i think that there needs to be a dia-

logue across the Bahamas in term of

what Bahamians want and listen to peo-

ple, engage Bahamian business peo-

ple,” Mr. Gomez said.

Mr. Gomez also stated that the gov-

ernment is challenged because of

resources and therefore the private sec-

tor must also be readily available.

“all governments because of limited

resources are going to be stressed in

terms of what to do because the

resources are not there. 

“So, the business community has

got to step up to the plate. But when the

business community steps up to the

plate,  we still got to be right in term of

the facilitating  good business or expe-

dient business,” Mr. Gomez said. 

Mr. Gomez concluded that not only

should the government engage

Bahamians, but also allow Bahamians

to invest in the country with a voice. 

“Once Bahamians have a vested

interest in the direction the country is

going, they’re going to buy into it, but [if]

you are just going to ram it down their

throat, it’s not going to happen.

“I’m certain once that review has been made,  then

some determination will be made,” Dames said. 

Responding to if the economy can handle a salary

increase,  Mr. Dames said he believes with all of the pro-

posed legislation, foreign direct investment and econom-

ic stimulation that will happen over the next few months,

it could be the right time.

He added that if it is found to be unfeasible,  they will

most certainly not proceed, as he says this government

makes decisions with the people in mind.

Mr. Dames said a pay raise could also possibly help to

root out corruption at the highest level. 

“A part of the aggressive approach to rooting out cor-

ruption should be looking at salaries,  as we feel if you’re

not being paid enough,  we will ensure that you are now

paid enough so that there is no need for anyone to sur-

render to the temptation that we have seen in the past in

connection with any number of MP’s,” Dames said. 

He did add that being  underpaid  is no excuse for

accepting bribes.

Minister of Works Desmond Bannister said the deci-

sion as to what the value of a member of parliament is

worth should be reviewed by an independent party, sim-

ilar to salary procedures for judges.

“Let me put it this way,  all the senior officers in my

ministry make more money than me, every single one.

All of them in the corporations  I run make more money

than me. Now I’m not jealous of them making more

money,  but I think that if I’m the minister there should

be some consideration given to looking at how to prop-

erly facilitate ministerial and MP salaries,” Bannister

said.

He added that he thinks that if the procedure is done

by an independent commission the Bahamian people

will be satisfied. 

Leader of the official opposition Philip Davis said he

is against salary increases and believes that the govern-

ment should announce a strategic plan to improve the

economic livelihood of Bahamians.

“My personal view is that

decriminalization overnight is a

complex issue,  but what we may

or can do is expunge the records

of juveniles who have offenses

for very minor possessions of

marijuana,” Dames said. 

he added that though some

say it could reduce crime, he

believes in evidence based stud-

ies, therefore he would have to

see what the evidence says.

“For a small nation it’s not as

easy;  not saying that we will not

get there. we may, but i think

right now there are a whole slew

of important issues that we must

focus on such as getting people

back to work, strengthening the

financial sector, reducing crime

and more,” Dames said. 

he added that he is proud of

the work police officers are

doing.

“Our officers are working hard

and doing some very great things

out there. They are seizing a lot

of firearms and drugs, attacking

drug houses and young gang

members who are trying to take

the law into their own hands and

they are reaping some very good

results,” Dames said.

he added that the govern-

ment will support them with tech-

nology, good sound polices and

with the resources they need to

ensure that the levels of crime

continue to drop.

Mr. Dames also said that with

decriminalizing marijuana,  one

must look at the dangers like

money laundering. 

“we have to look at the finan-

cial implications from an interna-

tional standpoint. are they wash-

ing money related to drugs and

pumping it into our financial sec-

tor?” Dames asked.

The former Christie adminis-

tration had promised to study and

discuss the issue of decriminaliz-

ing marijuana after regional part-

ners like Jamaica announced its

intention to do so for medical pur-

poses.

Former Democratic national

alliance (Dna) leader Branville

McCartney last year said he

believes marijuana should be

decriminalized, and also sug-

gested that marijuana should be

legalized for medicinal purposes.

DECRIMINALIZING MARIJUANA - a COMPlEX iSSUE, SaYS DaMES
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Crime  is by no means

new to anyone in the  country

and it is rapidly affecting the

youth each day.

Dr. Carlos Reid, a

reformed drug addict and

drug dealer, now Pastor of

The Hope Center Ministries ,

launched a television pro-

gramme years ago  called

‘The Shock Treatment’

which teaches young men

about the dangers of choos-

ing a life of crime , as well as

to  highlight what life can be

without crime.

Shock Treatment which

was launched in 2014 under

the former administration,

has since stopped produc-

tion.

“We’ve been evaluating

the programme and in short

order we are looking forward

to releasing it again.”

He  said  “In speaking

with the Minister of National

Security, Marvin Dames, one

of his main concerns is that

he wants to be able to make

sure that we have an evi-

dence based program that

really could measure the

results of the successes of the

programme.”  

As to the importance of

Shock Treatment and its

impact it has made on the

younger generation since its

inception in 2014,  Mr.Reid

explained the plight many

parents encounter raising

their teenagers. 

Many parents right now

are desperate for the pro-

gramme to begin again, as

they are finding it challeng-

ing to discipline their

teenagers and some mothers

are at their wits end, accord-

ing to Mr. Reid.

He  also stated that most

mothers try to seek help from

government entities but to no

avail and often times the last

resort is reaching out.

Upon The Bahama Journal

entering the offices of THC,

there was a mother in distress

speaking with  Mr. Reid.  He

used  her frustration as an

example of the importance of

Shock Treatment returning. 

“When you came in here,

you saw a mother that had

gone  through Social

Services; she has gone to the

courts, she has gone every

place that she can, because

she has a fifteen year old boy

and she don’t know how to

deal with it.

He expanded on the

Shock Treatment  purpose

stating, “what Shock

Treatment sought to do was

to provide alternatives to be

able to help parents that have

troubled young persons.

“We take them through

systems; we help them to see

where they can end up if they

don’t change the course that

they are presently on.”

To reduce indiscipline,

violence and poor conflict

resolution skills, Shock

Treatment has exposed the

youth  to anger management

classes which was held at the

Royal Bahamas Defence

Force (RBDF), which also

emphasized discipline. 

In addition, Mr. Reid also

informed The  Journal that

they also took  young men  to

the Bahamas Department of

Corrections so  that they may

witness incarcerated persons,

and what happens  should

they continue the life of

unruliness and crime.

“We’ve taken them to the

morgue where they can see

people laid out and dead and

we took them to the grave-

yard,” he said.

Mr. Reid also visited the

homes  of murdered

teenagers and let the youth

enrolled in Shock Treatment

listen to the grievances of

family members who have

lost loved  ones to a life of

crime.

Shock Treatment has pro-

duced many positive stories

where reformed teenagers

have been able to leave the

life of crime behind and learn

the discipline of securing and

maintaining a full time job. 

Many have improved their

scholastic endeavours

through the increase of the

Grade Point Average (G.P.A),

and one in particular was

afforded the opportunity of

an athletic scholarship. 

However, there are a few

teenagers that have fallen

through the cracks.  Dr. Reid

highlighted that the goal of

Shock Treatment is not to

save all, as that is not plausi-

ble but the goal was to not

lose all either; we were going

to win some.

“We have lost some and

some has ended up in Prison,

even after we went up there.”

Dr. Reid said.

Opportunities must be

present for young people in

order to entice them away

from a life of crime; Dr. Reid

communicated.

He also said, “Give them

the right choices to make and

then, and only then, can we

make them accountable for

the choices that they make.”

Shock Treatment aspires

to give youths the exposure

that they need, so they can be

in a position to make choic-

es.  We can’t continue to ask

young people to make choic-

es, when they don’t have

choices.

Shock Treatment plans to

air again in January 2018.

A3the Bahama Journal
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Former Progressive Liberal Party

Member of Parliament  Philip Galanis said

that the recent promise by Prime Minister,

Dr. Hubert Minnis is ill-timed  and needs

an independent commission to review the

salaries of the entire public sector if an

increase is to be considered for sitting

Members of Parliament. 

The former Senator said that he does not

see the necessity of a pay increase now.

“All I would say about the increase in

parliamentary salaries is that I think  its ill-

timed. I don’t know why it’s necessary to

be raising that issue now,  when they have

only been in office for six months.

“The Prime Minister said that he will do

this in this in the next budget cycle. 

“If he would listen to advice of those

who share a different view on this, I think

what he ought to do is to appoint an inde-

pendent commission to review the salaries

of all persons in the public sector,” Mr.

Galanis said. 

Speaking with the Bahama Journal, Mr.

Galanis further said  that he is of the opin-

ion that the prime minister did not think his

promise thoroughly through before making

the statement.  

“When you make these kinds of off the

mark comments, what tends to happen is

that you don’t think it through sufficiently

and understand what the unintended conse-

quences are. 

“I don’t think that even his Cabinet

Ministers where aware that he was going to

make that announcement.

Based on what I’ve seen in the newspa-

pers recently with members of the Cabinet

saying that they have no comment to make

on this, it suggests to me that they were not

aware that this was going to happen, and

they were blindsided by the prime minis-

ter’s remarks,” Mr. Galanis stated.

Mr. Galanis further stated that under the

Westminster System, such a statement, as

made by the prime minister falls on the

Cabinet Ministers.  

“We operate under the Westminster sys-

tem. The  Cabinet is collectively responsi-

ble for its actions and  there ought to be

greater discussions around the Cabinet

table.

“If  they are going to work as a cohesive

team and be collectively responsible,  they

need to sit around the table and make a

determination; but  only after there has

been broad consultation and considered

review about whether or not it is appropri-

ate and what is the appropriate amount of

salaries that members ought to be increased

by,” Mr. Galanis said. 

Last week  Dr. Minnis told members of

the House of Assembly  that during the

next budget he will “come forward with a

pay increase” for members of parliament.  

BY liCEC BaSTian
Journal Staff Writer

Galanis:MP
Proposed Salary

Increase Ill-timed

SHOCK TREATMENT TO EXPAND
BY OniKE arChEr

Journal Staff Writer
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HOUSTON, Texas –

Employees of The Bahamas

Ministry of Tourism and

Aviation (MOTA), along

with executives of

Bahamasair and Bahamas

tourism industry partners,

recently spent a week in

Houston conducting sales

and public relations blitzes

to top tour operators, travel

agencies airport executives

and media professionals, in

that area.  The team was on

a mission to promote

Bahamasair’s new twice

weekly, non-stop services

into Houston’s Bush

International (IAH) Airport

from Nassau.  

The new 737-500 series

service, which commences

on November 16, 2017, will

depart IAH at 8:00 a. m. and

arrive Nassau at 11:00 a. m.

on Mondays and Thursdays.

Its outbound flight from

Nassau’s LPIA departs

Nassau at 4:00 p. m. every

Sunday and Wednesday,

arriving into Houston by

7:10 p. m.

Grand Bahama’s current

gloomy fiscal outlook has to

more to do with policy as

opposed to devastation

caused by recent hurricanes,

this assertion was made by

former Central Bank

Governor Julian Francis.

Grand Bahama has been

ravished by hurricanes over

the past decade which has led

to that island’s tourism sector

receiving a huge blow.

Mr. Francis’  comments

were prompted by a state-

ment made by former Central

Bank Governor James Smith,

who during a roundtable dis-

cussion on a JCN Program

said the trials and tribulations

Grand Bahama  has had over

the past decade factor into

overall negative outlook of

the Bahamian economy.

Mr. Francis  claimed

“Grand Bahama to some

extent and maybe not entire-

ly,  is a self inflicted failure.

“We failed to innovate in

our policy environment the

ability to maintain the rele-

vance of a Freeport.

“Freeport is an opportuni-

ty many economies don’t

have,  certainly in this part of

the world,” Mr. Francis said.

Last month former

Minister Grand Bahama Dr.

Michael Darville said the

Grand Bahamian economy

has taken a turn for the worse

and is in a crisis, as countless

businesses are closing their

doors.

Data released in October

by the Bahamas Hotel and

Tourism Association (BHTA)

confirmed the impact that the

year-long closure of

Freeport's 'anchor property'

Grand Lucayan has had on

Grand Bahama's tourism

numbers, with the percentage

declines matching the 59 per

cent room inventory loss

post-Hurricane Matthew.

Grand Bahama's room

revenues, for instance, were

down by more than $9 mil-

lion for the period  ending

August 2017, while available

room and room night sold

trends closely matched the

Grand Lucayan's inventory

loss, which was  down by

57.69 per cent and 59.73 per

cent, respectively.
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Dating Violence is a widespread issue that has serious

short and long term effects.  Many young people do not

report it because they are either afraid or ashamed.  

Adult victims of rape, physical violence and or stalk-

ing by an intimate partner  have reported experiencing

some form of partner violence between the ages of

eleven and seventeen.

Denise Major, Executive Director of the Bahamas

Sexual Health and Rights Association, formerly known

as Bahamas Family Planning is hosting a four day sem-

inar and high school tour to launch a new campaign in

the schools called  “Love Smart.”

Guest host and primary speaker will be American

Valerie Williams, who was a victim of domestic vio-

lence.

Sharing her story for the first-time internationally,

Ms. Williams has partnered with  Ms.Major to impact

teens in The Bahamas  

Ms. Williams was shot in the head by her ex-husband

who would later have a reduced sentence and is now out

of jail. To heal, Ms. Williams wrote a book and now has

an organization that warns teen girls of the dangers of

violence in dating.  Her goal is to have them get out

before it’s too late.

Ms. Major says  “the timing is right. There have been

domestic violence cases in The Bahamas where women

were found brutally killed and other cases where chil-

dren were witnesses to these horrendous events. 

Ms. Major also stated  “here, there are so many vari-

ables for women because the country doesn’t recognize

marital rape and formally, gender equality is not recog-

nized. 

“There are situations where some young girls find

themselves in situations where they think domestic vio-

lence, physically and mentally is normal and so they

expect it.” 

Ms. Williams continued, “with this tour, we hope to

bring light to the situation by showing them just how

violent it can get with Valerie’s incredible story of sur-

vival.”

Ms. Major further stated, “Our young people are

involved in unhealthy relationships. They are involved

in relationships where hitting each other is normal. They

are calling each other degrading names and posting

inappropriate photos online. 

“They are forcing each other to engage in unwanted

and unlawful sexual acts and if one party decides to

leave,  stalking and threats of harm ensue.” 

The ultimate goal is to stop dating violence before it

starts,  but in situations where it is already happening,

we want to provide them with tools needed to recognize

the signs and get help, Ms. Major indicated. 

The tour is scheduled for Government High School,

C. C. Sweeting Senior High School, and Doris Johnson

Senior High Schools, where both Ms. Williams and Ms.

Major will speak. They will also give lectures  to church

groups including, Bahamas Faith Ministries, Second

Chance Youth Group and  hold  a relationship seminar

hosted by Kingdom Discipleship Church.

Domestic violence awareness month is in October.

BY OniKE arChEr
Journal Staff Writer

Dating Violence -
a silent epidemic

BY aMaJahl KnOwlES
Journal Staff Writer“GB ECONOMIC WOES

SElf INflICTEd”

4 KRBE 104.1-FM – Roula & Ryan Show – 1.7 million listeners toned in to the Roula & Ryan show to hear about The 
Bahamas and the station’s ‘Bahamas flyaway and come along” promotion.  From left to right are:  radio hosts Kevin ‘Special K’ 
England, Krystina Ramey, Ryan Chase, Laurell Burrows, Roula Christie, Woodrow Wilson, Prescott Young and Earnestine Moxyz. 

HOUSTONIANS EXCITED ABOUT BAHAMASAIR’S

NEW NON STOP SERVICE INTO HOUSTON FROM

NASSAU  - SERVICE COMMENCES NOVEMBER 16

g See HoUStoNIANS / page 6...
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Something especially sinister is now un-

folding in the great United States of america;

and yea, we also daresay that something

especially evil is now transpiring in that land

where – once upon a time- some of their

founding fathers dreamed that, their [finally-

after-the-Civil war carnage ‘greatest’ nation

in the world-fame] nation-state would

become a so-called beacon on the hill kind of

place.

alas! a nightmare is now a-dawning; with

that macabre thing happening as it comes

accompanied by gun-fire and hot lead—and

therewith the blood, guts, shards of bone and

flesh—and thus, too, comes Death high on

the hoof.

and so, it now goes in an america that

Donald Trump would make ‘great’ again; and

yes, so it goes as this or that lost death-lov-

ing, living-dead soul grabs that nation by the

scruff of its own neck and shows how one

maddened man; with one gun can devastate

an entire nation!

and so it now goes – Dear Friends – That:

Since there is a place for everything under

heaven, we have decided to start with a note

drawn from the living history of the United

States of america- and thus ne advised that:

“…The passengers of the arbella who left

England in 1630 with their new charter had a

great vision. They were to be an example for

the rest of the world in rightful living. Future

governor JOhn winThrOP stated their pur-

pose quite clearly: "we shall be as a city

upon a hill, the eyes of all people are upon

us. The arbella was one of eleven ships car-

rying over a thousand Puritans to

Massachusetts that year. it was the largest

original venture ever attempted in the English

new world. The passengers were deter-

mined to be a beacon for the rest of Europe,

"a Modell of Christian Charity," in the words

of the governor.

alas! Today’s United States of america is

increasingly coming to be seen [by many] as

a kind of necropolis—a City of either the

dead-dead or of the living dead.

no matter, therefore, how the matter is

framed or phrased—Sudden death by gun-

fire or some other species of deadly menace

seems the way out by far too many who have

had their fill of living and being in today’s

increasingly Dys-United States of america.

Such is life in necropolis, U.S. of a.  and

so today, we weep for and with the sad peo-

ple who now have their being in the so-called

land of the free and the home of the brave;

that same land which – out of its bounty of

blessings and benevolence – has also given

us Barack Obama; that shining prince of ours

who once seemed such a hope for a land

that once upon a time was a haven for both

slavery and genocide.

alas! Today a forlorn and deeply troubled

america now must bear not only with Donald

Trump and his deeply conflicted entourage;

but must also take stock of what it has

become in these last and evil days—namely

a land that is bristling with angry-armed men

who – from time to time – go on some of the

most deadly pursuits- namely that of gunning

down perfectly innocent people.

and as we know from the news past, some

of their victims have been the littlest ones

and therefore some of God’s most innocent

children; and on occasion, their victims have

also been adult men and women—laid low by

gun-fire as they did nothing more daring than

to go and take part in a publicly presented

concert!

and so it goes again as the ghastly news

reports that: “…at least 26 people were killed

in Sunday's church shooting in Sutherland

Springs, Texas, Gov. Greg abbott said at a

press conference.

about 20 others were wounded, said

Freeman Martin, a regional director with the

Texas Department of Public Safety, with vic-

tims ranging in age from 5 to 72 years old.

among the dead is the 14-year-old daugh-

ter of the First Baptist Church's pastor, Frank

Pomeroy, according to his wife, Sherri

Pomeroy, the girl's mother. The couple was

traveling out of state when the shooting

occurred.

authorities have not said what may have

motivated the suspected shooter, who was

later found dead in his vehicle.

The shooting has devastated the small

Texas town east of San antonio, described

as a place where "everybody knows every-

body…"

SOMETHING SINISTER

ShuT-EYE

We covered the start of this war

with articles describing the battle

over easement rights, the mysteri-

ous burning of a home, the blocks

to rebuilding, and countless ques-

tionable court filings. This series of

articles asks the needed questions

and presents the arguments in full.

Save The Bays Director and attor-

ney, Fred Smith, often makes the

most ludicrous of statements that

you can’t help but think he doesn’t

want to be taken seriously: Fred

Smith stated that fashion mogul

Peter Nygard had control over the

Progressive Liberal Party (PLP) for

decades. 

Actually, Peter Nygard did the

same thing every other donor and Fred Smith

himself did—donate money to the party of his

choice. It’s preposterous to say Peter Nygard

controlled the PLP for decades. 

How can you say he controlled them when

Peter Nygard got no benefits as a result of the

PLP being in power all those years?

How can you say he controlled them when

Nygard’s multi-million-dollar home was mys-

teriously burned down (incidentally and

allegedly by an individual who was heard

bragging that he did it) and Mr. Nygard was

never been given any permits to rebuild his

home, even 8 years later?

If that’s what control looks like, I’m sure no

one wants it. Fred Smith should look up the

definition of “control”.

In fact, Nygard could have simply done

what hedge-fund billionaire Louis Moore

Bacon did: Carry out the work on his home

and then get his political cronies to give him

the permits after the fact. Certainly control

would have allowed him to do that!

Exactly what has Peter Nygard gotten from

the Progressive Liberal Party Government?

It’s such an erroneous statement. If Fred

Smith really wants to look at who is in control,

he should look in the mirror.

Fred Smith has confessed to being a finan-

cial supporter of the Free National Movement

party. Now that the Free National Movement

party is in power, we can actually see a num-

ber of benefits that individuals and the Save

The Bays’ organization represented by Fred

Smith have received:

n The new Free National Movement

Government immediately dropped the court

appeal by the previous Government over an

issue that had created a constitutional crisis

in The Bahamas. The new Free National

Movement Government failed in its primary

duty to work toward the best interest of the

Commonwealth of The Bahamas and instead

worked toward the best interest of Save The

Bays. To make matters worse, the new

Government allowed this constitutional crisis

to stand trying to protect Save The Bays’

financial information that was already

deemed ‘public’ information by the United

States Treasury Department (which is the

case for all U.S. 501(c)(3) organizations like

Save The Bays).

n The new Free National Movement

Government immediately dropped any

requests for Save The Bays to be accountable

to the Bahamian public through the new reg-

ulations for non-profits, despite the fact that

all other non-profits have to submit informa-

tion to become accountable. In the Registrar

General’s Department’s efforts to enhance

their oversight of non-profits in The

Bahamas, all nonprofits are required to

account for whether or not “the funds of the

organization have been used in a manner

consistent with its objective and activities”,

but apparently not Save The Bays.

n The new Free National Movement

Government has stopped any efforts of offi-

cials to look into the reported millions that

were funneled into the Save The Bays’

accounts.

Fred Smith, That is what control of a gov-

erning party looks like!

And who knows what else the new Free

National Movement Government is doing for

Save The Bays that has yet to be disclosed to

the Bahamian public. Rumors were rampant

during the General Elections earlier this year

that Save The Bays funded  Louis Bacon was

funding several candidates of the Free

National Movement party.

Bahamians are no fools. The difference

between the two situations is that the

Bahamian public could see that Fred Smith

and Save The Bays immediately benefited

from the Free National Movement through

decisions that were made when they came into

power with respect to some Save The Bays’

court cases. 

All Nygard ever got was a kick in the butt. If

that’s what control looks like, what would

you call Fred Smith, Save The Bays and

Louis Bacon’s influence over the decisions of

the Free National Movement Government?

Domination?

THE CLIFTON 

By p. J. malone

REvIEW
the Clifton Review is a bi-weekly column that examines the 

question of the Clifton project along with the evolution of the 

war between two billionaires, the links to unsavory characters, 

the use of the courts for personal agendas, the involvement 

of the Government opposition party (the FNM), and 

the attacks on the Government of the Bahamas.

Here’s What
“Control” Looks Like!
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Led by Woodrow Wilson,

Sr. Sales Manager at

Bahamasair and Prescott

Young, Area Manager at The

Bahamas Tourist Office

(BTO) Houston, The

Bahamas team comprised

Bahamasair’s sales, market-

ing and operations execu-

tives, employees of the BTO

Plantation and Houston

offices as well as representa-

tives from the British

Colonial Hilton Resort and

Majestic Tours.   

In addition to promoting

Bahamasair’s low introduc-

tory round trip rate of $445

per person, with first bag

free, the group also used the

opportunity to highlight the

multiple vacation destina-

tions that are all open for

business and available in The

Bahamas’ 700 islands chain. 

Eighty of the top-produc-

ing travel agencies in nine

key markets in the greater

Houston and southwest

Texas areas were visited.

Seminars and presentations

were also conducted to top

tier producers and suppliers

of Unique Vacations,

Vacation Express, Vacations

To Go, AAA Travel, Apple

Vacations and Sandals as

well as members of the

Professional Travel Agents

Association of North

America.   The team also

exhibited at the Zina

Garrison Fun Day in

MacGregor Park.  The con-

sumer event attracted a wide

mixture of people from gov-

ernment officials and profes-

sional athletes to senior citi-

zens and neighborhood chil-

dren. 

Millions of Houstonians

were educated about The

Bahamas’ destination and

Bahamasair’s new non-stop

service and introductory rate

specials when the team par-

ticipated in live radio broad-

casts on the top two radio

stations in Houston;

Cumulus’ KRBE 104.1 FM

Roula & Ryan show and

Radio One’s KMJQ Majic

102-1 FM K.G. Smooth

show. Response to the live

broadcasts which, were also

streamed on line, was imme-

diate as listeners phoned in

and shared their excitement

of the news, via social media.   

Both KRBE and KMJQ

stations plan to conduct

“Bahamas flyaway and come

along” promotions to their

listeners.  KRBE’s “Bahamas

come along”, which is sched-

uled for November 30

through December 4, 2017 at

the Warwick Hotel on

Paradise Island will mark the

first time the station has con-

ducted a fly away promotion

to a Caribbean destination.  

“Our 1.7 million listeners

are already fully engaged and

excited about this promotion.

We believe that as a result of

this unprecedented trip, our

listeners in Houston will

become ambassadors for life

for The Bahamas and we are

so excited about this great

opportunity to work with The

Bahamas,” said Tim Gratzer,

General Sales Manager at

KRBE. 

“Pleased with the overall

success of the sales blitz and

radio promotions,

“Bahamasair plans to make

The Bahamas flyaway and

come along event, an annual

one for the stations,” said Mr.

Wilson.  

KMJQ Majic 102.1 FM

will conduct a Bahamas fly

away sometime in February

2018.

The Bahamas executives

also conducted one on one

interviews with Scott Vogel,

Vice President of Editorial

Content for Sagacity Media,

publishers of Houstonia

Magazine, Portland Monthly,

Seattle Met and Sarasota

Magazine.  Houstonia, the

largest magazine in Texas,

will feature The Bahamas in

its February (2018) magazine

issue as well as on line on its

website.  

“We are extremely happy

with the caliber of agents our

team visited and the consis-

tent interest and positive

comments we received from

the travel agents and tour

operators about doing busi-

ness with the Bahamas has

been phenomenal.  People

are excited about the multi-

ple options available in The

Bahamas and are enthusiastic

about Bahamasair’s new

non-stop service and attrac-

tive price point, which will

do wonders for us.  This now

bridges the gap for

Houstonians to do business

with us in The Bahamas, and

we could not be happier,”

said Prescott Young, Area

Manager BTO Houston.   

The team also met with

officials from IAH Airport to

finalize details, inaugural

day formalities and activities

for Bahamasair’s arrival

from Nassau and departure

from Houston, on November

15 and 16, 2017, respective-

ly. 

HOUSTONIANS EXCITED ABOUT BAHAMASAIR’S

NEW NON STOP SERVICE INTO HOUSTON FROM

NASSAU  - SERVICE COMMENCES NOVEMBER 16
gg Continued from / PAGE 4...

4 KMJQ MaJIC 102.1-FM: Radio host K.G. Smooth conducted interviews with the 
Bahamas’ PR team pictured:  Earnestine Moxyz, BTO Plantation; Owennetta Hamrick, Radio 

One & KMJQ; P.J. Sands, BTO Houston; K.G. Smooth and Laurell Burrows, Bahamasair.
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Minister of the

Environment, the Hon.

Romauld Ferreira addressed

hundreds of students during

the morning assembly at C.I.

Gibson Senior High School,

Marathon Road, on Monday

to talk to them about the

importance of forestry,

which supports life on the

planet.

“Youth, like you, enjoying

adolescence and teenage

years should capitalize on

every opportunity to become

a part of nature.  When we

speak about nature here, we

are essentially talking about

forests and trees,” said

Minister Ferreira.

“We have mangrove, cop-

pice and pine forests.

Forests and trees are the

lungs of the Earth.  They

help us balance the amount

of vital oxygen and remove

harmful carbon dioxide from

the air.  Trees also regulate

humidity in the air and cool

down the planet.”

Minister Ferreira

explained to the assembly

that trees provide us with

everyday support we take for

granted, such as food, shel-

ter, shade and jobs to help

support us and our families.

He also added we use the

wood from trees to make

products, such as furniture

and more importantly

homes.

“Our trees in The

Bahamas, particularly our

pine trees are high quality

wood, resistant to termites

and very durable.  We cannot

forget the importance of

forests to climate change

mitigation and how carbon is

stored in the ground,” said

Minister Ferreira.

“Forests are home to 80

percent of the world’s terres-

trial plants, animals and

insects.  They provide us

with water that is also vital to

life on the Earth because

without water we could not

survive.  Underneath the

pine trees on islands like

Abaco, Andros, Grand

Bahama, and New

Providence, you will find

fresh water.”

Minister Ferreira also

pointed out to the students

that the straw they see in the

Straw Market comes from

the palms within our forests,

which is key to generating

our local economy.  He urged

the importance of protecting

mangroves, as they are our

first line of defense on our

coastlines against erosion

and storms, such as hurri-

canes, as well as serving as

nurseries for baby fish.

“Mangroves even filter

and clean our water.  You

will remember that my

Ministry is on a mission to

promote the protection of

trees and forests.  Each year

in March, we celebrate

‘Forestry Awareness Week’

and the 21st of March is cel-

ebrated globally as ‘World

Forestry Day/International

Day of Forests.’  This day is

designed to educate the pub-

lic and raise awareness of the

significant benefits provided

by trees,” said Minister

Ferreira.

“We have a new initiative

called ‘School 365

Program’; we will be visiting

schools on the Pine Islands

and speaking to young peo-

ple like you to help you bet-

ter understand why trees are

so special and why they

deserve our protection. I also

want you to encourage your

family and friends to help

my Forestry unit in its pledge

to plant 10,000 trees before

the end of 2017.”

Minister Ferreira believes

in encouraging the next gen-

eration of environmentalists

and land stewards to remind

everyone around them,

including their parents, to

not cut down all the trees in

the yard.  He said the ones

close to the house should be

removed to not cause dam-

age to the house during the

storm, but some trees should

left to keep the house cool to

reduce the need for using air

conditioning during the sum-

mer, or even freshening the

air.

The Forestry unit has two

special competitions they are

promoting to schools each

March.

The first: “You can snap a

photo of yourself posing

with a native or traditional

tree and then tell us why you

selected that tree.  The final

step is that you will post the

photo and brief explanation

to our Bahamas Forestry

Facebook Page to win a

prize,” said Minister

Ferreira.

“Secondly, we want you

to participate in our Junior

Minister of the Environment

Competition, which starts

now.  My Ministry has left a

flyer with instructions with

your principal to distribute to

you.  I am anxiously looking

forward to receiving your

submissions.”

Minister Ferreira conclud-

ed his address by leading the

students in reciting the

Forestry pledge.

Minister Ferreira
invited C.i. Gibson
Students to Support

the Forestry Unit

4 Minister Ferreira addressed students at C.I. 
Gibson School, November 6, 2017 on the importance 

of forests and trees. (BIS Photo/Gena Gibbs)
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