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PHILIP “BRAVE” DAVIS
WINS BIG

n  a blowout victo-
ry,  Philip “Brave”
Davis  last night
was elected to lead
the Progressive
Liberal Party by  a

three to one margin over  his
opponent Glenys Hanna-
Martin.  Mr. Davis, the
Member of Parliament for
Cat Island and San Salvador,
succeeds  Perry G. Christie
as leader.

Mr. Christie resigned the

leadership of the party fol-
lowing the defeat of his gov-
ernment in the May
10th general elections.
Since then, Mr. Davis, the
former Deputy Prime
Minister became  the leader
of the official opposition in
the House of Assembly and
interim leader of the PLP.

Some 1700 delegates in
the 53rd annual Convention
of the PLP gave Mr. Davis
1004 votes against 300  for
Ms. Hanna-Martin and 3
votes for Troy Garvey.

Elected Deputy leader

was I. Chester Cooper, MP
for Exuma and Ragged
Island. He defeated Ricardo
Smith.

The new Chairman of the
Party is former Minister of
Foreign Affairs, Fred
Mitchell. He polled 627
votes against 419 for Obie
Wilchcombe and 216 for
Glendon Rolle.  The Deputy
Chairman of the Party is
Robyn Lynes who defeated
Doctor Erecia Hepburn 792
to 436.

BY AMAJAHL KNOWLES
Journal Staff Writer
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CHARGES OF
SABOTAGE

AT PLP POLLS 

Among charges of sabo-
tage from some delegates and
supporters, chaos and pande-
monium broke out at the
Progressive Liberal Party
(PLP) convention, as the vot-
ing process for party officers
ran eight hours over its sched-
uled time.

Some 1,700 delegates had
to vote, which was a 21 per
cent  increase from the leader-
ship race in January this year.

BY C. JILLIAN GRAY
Journal Staff Writer

g See OF SABOTAGE / page 2...

StudentS Graduate from General
equivalency diploma proGramme

4 Scenes from the General Equivalency Diploma Graduation Ceremony. (BIS Photos/Raymond A. Bethel Sr.)

Chalked up to chaos, Progressive Liberal Party
(PLP) voting process yesterday, met hundreds of dele-
gates waiting to cast their votes long after the initial
scheduled time of the process. 

Electing the fourth leader of the PLP   which was
slated to begin at 8 AM and end at 1PM, started almost
three hours later. 

When Journal reporters arrived at the Melia Nassau
Beach Resort yesterday morning, they met a packed
lobby with persons waiting to make their choice. 

Former Tall Pines MP, Leslie Miller expressed his
disappointment with the process which met delegates
waiting in long lines.  

“It appears to be tedious in there;;  looks like they
have some problems people are complaining about the
process. 

BY LICEC BASTIAN
Journal Staff Writer

PLP Voting Chaos

g See VOTING CHAOS on PAGE 2...

Tragedy  paid another visit on an inner city
community after a shooting left a young man
dead Tuesday evening. His killer on the loose
and detectives with its 117th homicide investi-
gation to solve.

The good news is that they are following
significant leads into the incident. 

According to Chief Superintendent
Solomon Cash the victim was in the area of
Florida Court around 8:00 Tuesday night
when two men approached him, opened fire
and shot him multiple times, killing him on the
spot.

Investigators met the victim’s lifeless body
in the yard of a nearby home.

ASP Cash admits he and his team are at this
point unclear of a motive, but the two males
assisting with investigations may bring more
clarity.

That community’s Member of Parliament

(MP) Glennys Hannah Martin yesterday spoke
with The Bahama Journal following this latest
murder stating that MPs must get back to the
community.

“It happened to be someone that I watched
grow up form a little boy, I knew his mother
very well and it was to me just tremendously
heartbreaking,  because it part of a larger
heartbreak that’s happening in our country,”
she said. 

“There’s so many young men in particular
being killed on our streets, the value of life is
just being diminished and we have to be care-
ful that we do not become accustomed to the
sort of carnage that’ shaping on our streets.”

BY RANECHEA ELLIS
Journal Staff Writer

Murder count hits 117

GOT NEWS?
Please call The Bahama

Journal’s News TIP 
LINE at 356-7254 
and let us know!

Yesterday in the
Magistrate’s Courts three
males were arraigned for
murder, possession of unli-
censed firearms and ammu-
nition and conspiracy to
commit murder respectively.

First, a 20 year old male
was formally charged for
the murder of 15 year old
Anthony Wellington Francis
Smith.

It is alleged that Mark
Rolle intentionally caused
the death of Smith back on
the 17th of October through
Prison Lane off East Street.

Appearing before Chief
Magistrate Joyann Ferguson
Pratt, he was not required to
enter a plea and was
remanded to prison until he
returns for his Voluntary
Bill of Indictment (VBI).

Also appearing before the
magistrate was 27 year old
Eugene Campbell.

Campbell was charged
with 16 offenses;  five
counts of introducing a
firearm into the country on
the 20th of October, 2017,
six counts of possession of
ammunition and five counts
of possessions of firearms,
to wit four .40 magazine
clips and one .9 millimeter

magazine clip.
Campbell pleaded guilty

to all charges.
He was initially charged

with 21 offenses,  but after
having found that several of
the charges were duplici-
tous, the magistrate had
those charges withdrawn
from the defendants’ dock-
ets and the prosecution
obliged. 

Regrettably, Magistrate
Pratt said at the time she
was unable to hear the pros-
ecutions summary therefore
he return to court today at
2:30pm.

BY RANECHEA ELLIS
Journal Staff Writer

THREE  MALES CHARGED
WITH SERIOUS OFFENSES

g See MALES CHARGED / page 2...
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Former Progressive
Liberal Party (PLP) Member
of Parliament for Exuma,
Philip Smith, chastising the
party he once represented,
stating that the party needs to
be re-democratized.

“We need to restructure
our branches, we need to re-
democratize the entire organ-
ization, reconnect on a per-
sonal basis with those many
thousands of people who still
want what we called for in
our core values in the organ-
ization,” Mr. Smith said.

Appearing as a guest on
Love 97’s Issues of the Day,

yesterday, Mr. Smith made
his remarks during the voting
process to elect officers to
the party. 

Mr. Smith told the show’s
host, Mr. Wendall Jones  that
the party needs to get back to
basics, the foundation on
which they were formed on.

“Back to that very simple
premise, that politics is about
people and everything exists
to serve people and not the
other way around,” he said.

Mr. Smith alluded to the
fact that the PLP politicians
lost sight of what they were
supposed to be doing for the
people,  but rather putting
their own interests first. 

“Unfortunately, when peo-

ple are searching for wealth
they start to think of people
as commodity to serve the
growth and development of
wealth and not recognizing
or failing to recognize or
ceasing to recognize that
when wealth serves the inter-
est of people it is good ,but
when it denigrates people,
when it forces people to live
in poverty it is bad,” Mr.
Smith said. 

When asked if his state-
ment of re-democratizing
meant that he was unhappy
with the quality of the party’s
democracy, Mr. Smith
emphatically affirmed.

“That is true! Yes! We
became, over the recent

years, a centralized organiza-
tion.

“When we were at our
best,  we were an organiza-
tion that existed in its core in
our communities throughout
the country small and large. 

“We  had branches all
over this country when peo-
ple had an opportunity to
voice their view within their
community,  believing and in
reality that that voice mak-
ing its way up to the leader-
ship, and the leadership rec-
ognizing that they had a
responsibility to maintain
contact with those many,
many organizations out
there. 

Mr. Smith said that when

you get to the point of bring-
ing anything and everything
into the core of the party,
perspectives change. 

“When you centralize
things, when you bring
everything into the core you

begin to develop a situation
where politicians are talking
at people, not listening to
what people are saying and
responding to that. 

“That is what we need to
get back to,” Mr. Smith said.
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“That room is full of peo-
ple sitting down and their
names have  to be called to
go into another room to
vote.  I believe they will
have to extend the hours
because,” Mr. Miller said. 

Mr. Miller stated that he
had never seen the voting
process as chaotic as he was
witnessing.

“I am disappointed in
what I am seeing. This has
never happened before.

“They had sufficient time,
but from what I understand,

they have some rookies run-
ning the show instead of the
regular people,” Mr. Miller
said.

“They have a lot of young
people doing it and this is
their first time and that’s
probably why we have most
of these problems,” he said. 

By the end of the 3:30 PM
deadline,,  all voters had still
not been able to cast their
votes. 

Vice Chairman Kennan
Johnson confirmed with the
Journal that the voting time
had been extended to 5:30
PM. 

Campbell was represented by both Ian Cargill and V. Alfred
Gray.

Twenty-seven year old Rashad Laroda was charged with
three offenses.

Laroda was charged with one count possession of an unli-
censed firearm, one count of being an unlawful gang member
and one count conspiracy to commit murder.

It is alleged that he conspired to murder Philanno Williams
on Carmichael Road on the 20th of this month.

He was represented by Nathan Smith, was  not required to
enter a plea and was remanded to prison.

THREE  MALES CHARGED
WITH SERIOUS OFFENSES

PLP Voting Chaos

PLP Needs To Be 
Re-Democratized, 
Says Former MP

BY LICEC BASTIAN
Journal Staff Writer

Convention chairman Micheal Halkitis said the delay
was due to a number of factors.

"How the hotel is set up we only have two rooms and
this was  a keenly contested election so the process was
scrutinized very closely. You had to assure everybody
that everything was satisfactory and in place, so there
was some delays and we apologize for that," Halkitis
said.

He added that they had to ensure that the candidates
were observing and although it slowed the process down,
he's thankful it's over and that everyone got to vote.

Power outages also disrupted the proceedings which
caused scores of voters to cry foul play.

Those who cried sabotage  were still  irate  when it
was announced that the counting of votes would contin-
ue late into the evening, thus cancelling the scheduled
programme  of speakers for the last night of the conven-
tion.

Some delegates were visibly upset and did not hold
back words as shouts of "make sure guard the box" and
"No  foul play" could be heard coming from the crowd.

Police presence was strong on the grounds,  especial-
ly near the ballot boxes during the power outages. 

Outside the polls T-shirts, banners and caps were seen
in last minute campaign fashion. 

Former MP Hope Strachan said, “ it's disheartening
that all of the chaos of the night is what people will take
away.

"This was an opportunity for us to really showcase our
ability to organize,  to see if we can try to regain the trust
of the Bahamian people.  However it is a missed oppor-
tunity,  because chaos is what people will remember
about the convention,  as opposed to all of the good
things that may have happened before today. It is unfor-
tunate that this is what people will have to take away,"
Strachan said.

Outgoing Chairman of the PLP,  Bradley Roberts said
although some persons were annoyed that the process
dragged on, this is simply a part of the furthering of the
democratic process.

"Sometimes it's painful and slow,  but in the end the
decision of the majority will rule," Roberts said.

Alex Storr, a longtime party official  said the power
outages did frustrate the process and his Former MP
Alfred Sears said his only word to describe the process is
“sad.”

CHARGES OF
SABOTAGE

AT PLP POLLS 
gg Continued from / PAGE 1...

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...
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The new leadership team headed by
Mr. Davis now affords the PLP the
opportunity to reposition the party
after its crushing defeat at the polls
some five months ago.

Mr. Davis, 66, first elected a mem-
ber of parliament for his current con-
stituency in 1992.

In his first official address as PLP
Leader, Mr. Davis spoke about bring-
ing the idea of change to a reality and
the first step is a reform of the party’s
constitution.

“Our party’s original platform
called for social and political freedom,
and pledged to be a party that “dedi-
cated itself to the service of all
Bahamians, not a privileged few. 

“Freedom, Justice, Equality, just to
name our party’s guiding principles is
to feel the moral urgency of working
to make them real in today’s times.

“But to earn the right to stand on the
shoulders of our original warriors –
we have the honour of fighting for
those principles in today’s Bahamas ;
we need a strong, united, reformed,

battle-ready Progressive Liberal Party.  
“Here’s how we will begin.  We’re

going to reform the PLP’s
Constitution, so that our internal rules
ensure our party is inclusive, transpar-
ent, modern and accountable,” Mr.
Davis said.

In the wake of several 3 former PLP
MPs being subject to arrest for corrup-
tion related offences, Mr. Davis made
it clear that the party would not stand
for corruption, but also hit out at the
present  government for making
claims with a lack of evidence.

“I want to say something in particu-
lar about the accusations of corrup-
tion.  Let us be as clear as we can be.
We must have zero tolerance in this
party for corruption.  

“Private gain at the expense of pub-
lic progress is a terrible kind of sin.
Corruption tears at the fabric of our
social compact. Where it exists, it
must be punished.

“But let me say this, too: false accu-
sations of corruption are surely anoth-
er kind of sin. They increase cynicism
about public life just when we need to
encourage participation.  

“So those who scorch reputations
and families to score cheap and tem-
porary political points, you are hurting
our country and neither your neigh-
bours nor history will look upon you
kindly,” Mr. Davis said.

He added that bringing younger
voices toward the forefront of the
party is also extremely crucial moving
forward.

“And here’s the thing: we will have
dialogues -- not monologues.  There is
strength in humility, and there is a lot
to be learned by truly listening.  

“We will re-establish island and
regional councils, so that we can be
more responsive to Bahamians across
the country.  

“How do you inspire young
Bahamians to get involved in chang-
ing their country? By making sure we
once again have a PLP where their
voices really matter. 

“We will constantly work – and this
is joyous work, this is the best reason
to be in public life – to recruit and
mentor new talent,” The new PLP
Leader said.

PHILIP “BRAVE” DAVIS WINS BIG
gg Continued from / PAGE 1...

Branville McCartney is
officially out of politics as he
stepped down from leader of
the Democratic National
Alliance (DNA) on Tuesday.

In his farewell speech
McCartney thanked his
party’s executives, candi-
dates and constituency sup-
porters as he said they have
all made his journey more
rewarding.

“I thank you for believing
in me when others lost faith.
I thank you for forgiving my
mistakes, for defending me
and for loving me in spite of
my shortcomings. You have
all made this journey more
rewarding than I could have
hoped,” McCartney said. 

He added that he knows
that none of the successes
the DNA would have even
been possible without the
hard work, support, criti-
cisms and encouragement of
many.

“Perhaps the most impor-
tant lesson this journey has
taught me however, has
been humility. While some
people may have a hard time
believing that, I can safely
say that NOTHING is more

humbling than being told
NO…not once, but twice,”
McCartney said.

He passed the baton to
Chris Mortimer and said he
will still be around to fuel the
lighthouse as they chart a
course toward a better life for
all.

“My stepping aside as
leader is not about giving up
or throwing in the towel,
instead, it is about clearing a
path for others so that other
bright minds within our ranks
have an opportunity to shine
and so that our organization
can move forward with new
and fresh ideas,” McCartney
said. 

He added that while critics
may say he is abandoning
the party or throwing a
tantrum, nothing could be
further from the truth.

McCartney said he
remains willing and ready to
help the party wherever and
whenever he can.

“There were some mis-
steps, some bigger than oth-
ers, but as I step down from
the role of leader, I can say
without question that the les-
sons, which I have learned
as part of this process, will
serve me well into the
future,” McCartney said.

BY C. JILLIAN GRAY
Journal Staff Writer

MCCartnEy IS Out Of POlItICS

Akiva  Mosquito Repellent
Wipes brings relief to the mosquito
epidemic in the Bahamian southern
islands.  

During a press conference held at
The National Emergency
Management Agency (NEMA) yes-
terday, NEMA’s deputy permanent
secretary Crystal Glinton, accepted
donations of mosquito repellant

wipes from company, Akiva.
“This will bring some relief.  I’m

sure persons are quite aware in this
country and everywhere else in the
Caribbean that we have a mosquito
problem.  Therefore, this is very
helpful.” Ms. Glinton said.

Accepting donations of any kind
is always helpful, but in this needed
case, receiving a tangible donation
will go a very long way.

Ms. Glinton expressed, “We like
to get donations that the persons can

touch and feel; for this, we are real-
ly grateful for it. 

“On behalf of those persons who
have been affected by Hurricane
Irma and the other super storms, we
would like to say thank you to the
company and to the gentleman who
actually created this, as this is such
a useful product and we are sure that
it will be helpful to those persons.”

Director of NEMA, Captain
Stephen Russell also shared his
gratitude on the donation saying,

“We are very grateful to LivFul
which is demonstrating what it
means to be a social entrepreneur-
ship enterprise.”  

Captain Russell also emphasized
NEMA’s role in preventative meas-
ures indicating, “now that we are
beginning to re-inhabit the islands
and people are returning to their
homes, it is important that we tend
to some of the needs.”

Akiva  was started by Hogan
Bassey, a man who suffered the

malaria disease three times by the
age of ten ,  according to Akiva’s
account executive, Sandra Kemp.
Mr. Bassey endeavored to produce a
product which would prevent chil-
dren around the world from con-
tracting malaria and other mosquito
borne diseases.

Akiva  is produced by a company
called LivFul , with its headquarters
based in Atlanta, Georgia . It  was
launched in the Bahamas in June
this year.

BY ONIKE ARCHER
Journal Staff Writer

NEMA accepts donation of
Mosquito Repellant Wipes
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4 Scenes from the General Equivalency Diploma Graduation Ceremony. (BIS Photos/Raymond A. Bethel Sr.)

Students Graduate from General
Equivalency Diploma Programme

Eighty-seven adults from
inner-city communities in
New Providence were recog-
nized for successfully com-
pleting the General
Equivalency Diploma
(GED), a series of tests
designed to measure profi-
ciency which allows stu-
dents to earn their high
school equivalency creden-
tials.

The graduates received
their diplomas during a spe-
cial service at Salem Union
Baptist Church, Taylor
Street, on Sunday, October
22, 2017.  

The GED programme is a
jointly sponsored venture by
the Ministry of Social
Services and Urban
Development along with
corporate sponsors including
Atlantic College and various
churches. The theme for the
service was ‘Global
Competence for an Inter-
Connected World’.

In her remarks, the Hon.
Lanisha Rolle, Minister of
Social Services and Urban
Development, said the
Government has made a
decision to marry the work
of Social Services and Urban
Renewal to produce an
“holistic” empowerment

programme designed to
achieve the socio-economic
development of its people.

“This marriage, designed
in paradise, has a built-in
preventative measure and
self-help component. While
Social Services ensures
those in need maintain an
acceptable standard of living
Urban Renewal executes on
one end of its spectrum, pro-
grammes that will ensure
needed citizens receive
skills and competencies nec-
essary to prevent our people
from relying solely on the
government for assistance,
and on the other end of the
spectrum, for our clients to
be given opportunities to
achieve or return to a state of
independence.”

Minister Rolle said the
redefined mission of Urban
Renewal is to “Transform
the physical environment of
our heritage and over-the-
hill communities through the
delivery of empowerment
programmes and social ini-
tiatives designed to develop
urban environs and revital-
ize inner-city spaces across
the length and breadth of
The Bahamas.”

She reminded the gradu-
ates that the benefit of edu-

cation has and will always
outweigh the burden, and
challenged them to go a little
further, take their studies a
little higher, extend them-
selves a little longer and
make their life a journey of
good choices.

“You have attained some
of the knowledge and skills
needed to enter the competi-
tive world of work and
beyond. You have been certi-
fied to function as an effec-
tive part of the workforce on
a national level and, of
course, you can choose to
continue your studies with
the University of the
Bahamas, Bahamas
Technical and Vocational
Institute and other private
institutions all designed to
equip you to excel in your
endeavours.”

The subjects covered
were Science, Mathematics,
Social Studies, Reading and
Writing. The students honed
in on topics including life
skills, personal develop-
ment, entrepreneurial studies
and effective oral communi-
cation.

The students were pre-
sented with plaques, trophies
and certificates for their
achievements.
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The matter I deal with
today has to do with how
leaders enter and how they
leave: thus my topic—
Leaving The Scene--!

My brothers and sisters—
even as I nurse the sweet
wounds left by the surgeon’s
plethora of nifty blades- and
even as I work to recover
some of the strength that was
mine in the long-ago years –
I am mindful to remember
that, I am obliged to give
thanks in all things.

And so, I do give thanks
to my ALL IN ALL!

Hear me now as I remind
you that: Gary Christie loves
and respects his bigger and
older brother, the Rt. Hon.
Perry Gladstone Christie,
this nation’s BIG CHIEF//

GC describes PC as fol-
lows:- You are a gladiator
supreme and as your prede-
cessors found out:-
Sometimes gladiators meet
an honorable death in the
arena.

I have concluded that you,
leading a coalition of those
colleagues who want your
job, give the PLP the best
chance of re-election. 

Wowwwwwwwwwwwwww
wwwwwwwwwwwwww!

Well, by damn, the rest of
that Gary Christie story-line
is known to all who would
wish to know about that
dread idea of how overween-
ing pride and of course also
greed can and does – on
occasion – overwhelm com-
mon sense—and thus that
defeat of defeats when the
once triumph-saturated
Progressive Liberal Party [as
led by Perry ‘ THE GLADI-
ATOR] bit the dust, wal-
lowed in it – and when it had
settled [that is the dust]: all
that remained was a scatter-
ing of bloodied rump and
guts.

Power corrupts—
Absolute Power Corrupts
absolutely!

This I know – not because
the Bible told me so; but
because of the fact that, this
quote which has been attrib-
uted to Lord Acton jibes with
good sense—and so, no mat-
ter the time, no matter the
man, no matter the woman or
circumstance, they who
wield power should beware
that, they do not fall in love
with the idea that, they –
amongst all human beings
who have ever lived – have
the answer to everything.

Dearly Beloved: In the
long--ago years when I was
young, green and hungry for
a taste of life’s lessons, I
would often wonder how it
could be that when the week-
end would come, I would be

obliged to trouble myself as
to where my new-found high
school ‘friends’ went when –
on Fridays – they would dis-
appear as in poof – they are
nowhere to be found or seen
– as in poof!

Gary Christie was one of
those ‘friends’ of mine!

And so it goes in these
hard times that:- Today’s
screed is all about yellow &
wowwwwwwwwwwwwww
ww!

Let it also be known that
Gary Christie was once upon
a time a fine acquaintance of
mine in the green years when
I was green; and when as I
recall, he was yellow!

And as Echo would now
repeat and trumpet:- Power
corrupts—Absolute Power
Corrupts absolutely!

This I know – not because
the Bible told me so; but
because of the fact that, this
quote which has been attrib-
uted to Lord Acton jibes with
good sense—and so, no mat-
ter the time, no matter the
man, no matter the woman or
circumstance, they who
wield power should beware
that, they do not fall in love
with the idea that, they –
amongst all human beings
who have ever lived – have
the answer to everything.

But yet, such is the allure
of power and such is the
nasty sweetness inherent in
having full grown men and
women fawning and licking
and groveling for this or that
scrap of either money or
favor that, the so-called
‘leader’ might well wake-up
one morning believing  that
he knows it all.

Sadly---whenever this
happens; the beginning of the
end is also nigh!

And thus it has been with
a Perry Gladstone Christie
who – for whatever reason –
found favor with the late and
still very  much beloved The
Rt. Hon. Sir Lynden O.
Pindling!

And as the public knows
and as an honest Perry
Gladstone Christie might
[yet] one fine day admit that
HE PERRY GLADSTONE
CHRISTIE was in the right
place and located in that
right-time sweet spot where
– as one man dies – another
can [so to speak]: settle so
very comfortably in dead-
man’s vestments or as I sug-
gested some years ago such a
lucky one might be able to
hitch a ride on said dead
man’s coat-tails!

Dearly Beloved: In the
long--ago years when I was
young, green and hungry for
a taste of life’s lessons, I
would often wonder how it
could be that when the week-

end would come, I would be
obliged to trouble myself as
to where my new-found high
school ‘friends’ went when –
on Fridays – they would dis-
appear as in poof-they are
nowhere to be found or seen
– as in poof!

Gary Christie was one of
those ‘friends’ of mine! 

That very same Gary
Christie loves and respects
his bigger and older brother,
the Rt. Hon. Perry Gladstone
Christie, this nation’s BIG
CHIEF//

GC describes PC as fol-
lows:- You are a gladiator
supreme and as your prede-
cessors found out:-
Sometimes gladiators meet
an honorable death in the
arena.

I have concluded that you,
leading a coalition of those
colleagues who want your
job, give the PLP the best
chance of re-election. 
Wowwwwwwwwwwwwww
wwwwwwwwwwwwww!

Well, by damn, the rest of
that Gary Christie story-line
is known to all who would
wish to know about that
dread idea of how overween-
ing pride and of course also
greed can and does – on
occasion – overwhelm com-
mon sense—and thus that
defeat of defeats when the
once triumph-saturated
Progressive Liberal Party [as
led by Perry ‘ THE GLADI-
ATOR] bit the dust, wal-
lowed in it – and when it had
settled [that is the dust]: all
that remained was a scatter-
ing of bloodied rump and
guts.

In other words, then, Gary
Christie’s brother –born
politically in 1977- came to
his Waterloo on May 10th.
2017.

Now that, this gladiator is
gone – as it were – with the
wind—Philip ‘Brave’ Davis
gets set to – at long-last – do
his own thing.

I wish him well – pray
long-life and wisdom for him
– and [of course]: I implore
him to remain aware that the
day will come when – he too
– will leave the scene.
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Let it be known that Sir Ronald Saunders is a
friend of ours; and that, we revel in his example and
pray that he continues to illuminate how it now aris-
es that, our beloved region—this archipelago of
small-island states – can wield real power in a world
where the rich and the powerful would – in the
absence of certain controls-dominate!

Things are turning out quite differently!
Indeed, then: And as we have previously indicat-

ed, not only is The Bahamas on the move in the
world; but so too are our sister nations in this region.

News now reaching our desks confirms earlier
intimations that, this coming year is going to be – at
least from a foreign affairs perspective – a mighty
fine one for the Bahamas.

That new information suggests that – at long last
– the region is maturing in its understanding that
nations have interests that must be protected and
defended and that –as such – even the weak and the
small can extend their reach and influence in the
emerging new world order.

In one very telling instance where this is happen-
ing has to do with how some of the smallest, and
therefore also some of the weakest nation-states in
the world are able – so to speak – punch above their
ostensible weight or perceived heft in the world.

Here we reference – albeit obliquely – the current
state of play regards the social, economic and politi-
cal turmoil extant in a post-Chavez Venezuela. 

And for the sake of completeness, let it also be
known that, we also write in support of a position
taken by the esteemed Sir Ronald Saunders – that
accomplished and oft-distinguished son of the
Caribbean.

As Sir Ronald Saunders so eloquently argues:  “It
is not the Caribbean that deprived the OAS of a con-
structive role in Venezuela; but that, the region took
no sides in the internal political division in Venezuela. 

“At all times, the region promoted dialogue by the
Venezuelan protagonists, recognizing that no sus-
tainable solution can be imposed from outside and
that encouraging one side or the other is destined to
prolong conflict and end in failure.

“Had the OAS, as an organization representing
the consensus of its member states, through its
Permanent Council, taken a collective stance of neu-
trality with regard to the Venezuelan protagonists;
criticized the behavior of all political players; called
for an end to violence; and held itself ready to offer

its good offices to help Venezuelans resolve their
internal issues, it would have fulfilled the stated
objective of its Charter.”

We agree with this view.
We also agree with him when he suggests that:

“THE rights of Caribbean states in the international
community are once again being threatened…”

This he said as he sought to rebut one Benjamin
Gedan who has suggested that: “For Venezuela’s
Sake, Dismantle the Organization of American
States. Tiny Caribbean states have outsize power,
and many are in thrall to the Caracas regime

As described by Saunders and so are we obliged
to note – as Saunders advises that, Gedan is of the
view that: The Organization of American States
(OAS) should be “disbanded” and replaced “with a
body no longer dominated by small Caribbean coun-
tries” which he contemptuously dismisses as “the
smallest and least productive members”.

According to Gedan, Caribbean countries “over
the last two years” have “paralyzed the OAS” which
has “failed to address the crisis in Venezuela”.

In disparaging terms, he declares that “these
countries, most of which are less populous than
Staten Island, control 14 of the organization’s 34
votes”. 

And, in a very broad and sweeping claim, he
asserts that Caribbean countries “have wielded their
influence to thwart all attempts at defending human
rights and democratic institutions”.

Then he delivers his final solution for these coun-
tries: “OAS members should immediately dissolve
the organization and replace it with a body that
assigns Caribbean members a single, collective
vote” which would be “cast by the Caribbean
Community secretariat”.

Incidentally, while according to Mr. Gedan, “there
are exceptions, such as the Bahamas, Barbados
and Jamaica”, he did not hesitate to recommend
that they should be lumped-in with all other
Caribbean states in being restricted to “a single, col-
lective vote”.

And so, there it goes—Saunders comes to the
defense not only of the region – as a whole – but
also that of its constituent parts—the micro-nation
states that now do have some real sway and say
concerning how power can be wielded – by even the
weakest – in a world where might was once consid-
ered tantamount to right!

TANTAMOUNT
TO RIGHT

SHUT-EYE

The Rough Cut
By felix f. Bethel

“…leaving the scene…”
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DPM Underscores Need
for GB Economy to be Strong

FREEPORT, Grand
Bahama -- Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of
Finance, the Hon. K. Peter
Turnquest says the govern-
ment is convinced that the
health and strength of Grand
Bahama’s economy is vital to
the nation’s overall growth
and development. 

“I can’t stress that enough
because people don’t neces-
sarily understand how
important Grand Bahama is
to the entire health of this
country, because it is still the
second largest economy in
the country, never mind that
Abaco is gaining on our
heels every day and other
islands like Exuma are hold-
ing their own,” added
Minister Turnquest, who was
the guest speaker at the 12th
Annual Northern Conference
of The Bahamas Association
of Compliance Officers,
which was held at Pelican
Bay Resort, October 25,
2017.

“If (Grand Bahama’s
economy) fails, it will cause
enormous pressure on the
rest of the country,” added
Minister Turnquest. “So, I
can’t understate how impor-
tant it is for us to get Grand
Bahama right.”

In his address to
Compliance Officers,
Minister Turnquest said his
government feels it has an
obligation to do what it can

to ensure that Grand Bahama
succeeds. 

He said that is just the first
step in delivering on the
commitments the govern-
ment has made to the people
of Grand Bahama and for the
people of The Bahamas.

“The economic transfor-
mation of Grand Bahama
requires growth,” said
Minister Thompson.
“According to the IMF
World outlook, The Bahamas
is forecasted to grow by 1.8
percent in 2017 and by 2.5
percent in 2018.  However,
that growth will not happen
and be sustained if the gov-
ernment does not do its part
to facilitate economic trans-
formation.

“And again, getting Grand
Bahama’s economy going is
a key, critical component to
achieving those goals. In
fact, the country cannot
progress without undertaking
reforms that lead to better
business conditions. These
reforms are critical to
achieve better living stan-
dards, moderate inflation,
low inflationary concerns
and high growth rates.”

The Finance Minister
noted that The Bahamas fell
in its rankings on the “ease
of doing business” ladder
since last year and to a large
extent that fall was not
because of something the
Bahamian government did,
but rather what they did not
do.

“In other words, if we
continue to stand still, think-
ing that we are doing okay,
we are going to fall further
and further behind because
the rest of the world is mov-
ing forward,” Minister
Thompson pointed out. “For
example, Jamaica has made
tremendous strides in its uti-
lization of technology in
order to facilitate and make
the ease of doing business
much better. And they have
leap-frogged ahead of us.

“We have an obligation
and we have a commitment
to make the improvements,
to make the changes that we
need to make in order to
ensure that we keep pace, at
a minimum. But I challenge
my people every day to
make a quantum leap to
ensure that we get ahead.”

4 OPEnS BaCO COnfErEnCE – Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of finance, Hon. 
K. Peter turnquest was the guest speaker to open the 12th annual northern Conference
of the Bahamas association of Compliance Officers (BaCO) one-day conference, which

was held on October 25, 2017 at Pelican Bay resort. (BIS Photo/Lisa davis)
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n The proposed GB Power buy-out represents a shameful rip-off of Bahamians 
and violates both the country’s laws and our national sovereignty 

The attempted forcible buy-
out of Grand Bahama Power
Company by a 100 per cent for-
eign-owned entity is nothing
less than an aggressive hostile
takeover which is clearly not in
the best interest of The
Bahamas.

The proposed move contra-
venes Bahamian law on a num-
ber of levels and raises serious
questions about the strength of
our sovereignty and the integri-
ty of our public institutions. All
Bahamians who care about their
rights and are committed to
national self-determination
should call on the government
resist this ill-conceived plan.
We have until November 7 to
make our voices heard. 

OPERATING BEHIND
CLOSED DOORS

Emera has been very secre-
tive about its scheme to com-
pulsorily acquire the roughly 20
per cent of GB Power currently
owned by Bahamians. The deal
is highly convoluted and diffi-
cult to wrap one’s head round,
but essentially it amounts to a
scenario where, depending on
the results of a shareholder vote
next month, Bahamians will be
forced to give up their owner-
ship stake in the company –
whether they like it or not. 

This deal has been negotiated
without any consultation with
the citizens and residents who
own the shares and without the
negotiations even being made  a
matter of public knowledge.
The Minnis administration
came to office promising public
consultation and transparency.
If they are to be true to their
word, they must acknowledge
that this hostile takeover is no
different from the clandestine,
cloak-and-dagger maneuvers
sanctioned and even encour-
aged by their PLP  predecessors
– a practice which, incidentally,
helped ensure Christie and Co
were comprehensively and
unceremoniously booted out of
office on May 10.

A NATION FOR SALE?

If the deal goes through, what
sort of precedent will it set in
terms of the preservation of our
sovereignty and autonomy as a
nation? Going forward, can any
public utility or BISX-traded
company be acquired by a for-
eign entity that has the buying
power to force Bahamians into
a corner? Will our government
stand by and watch as econom-
ic invaders work to undermine
Bahamian empowerment and
wealth acquisition for their own
selfish gain?

Throughout the years since
independence, a crucial theme
of our public policy has been
the promotion and protection of
Bahamian ownership in key
infrastructure and utilities as a
symbol of our nationhood and
commitment to self-determina-

tion. It would be most
unfortunate if on their
watch, the Minnis
administration were to
allow this principle to
be betrayed on behalf
of self-interested inter-
national bullies with
deep pockets. 

NO BASIS 
IN LAW

Emera has concocted
this clandestine deal by
applying to the
Bahamas Investment
Authority (BIA) for
approvals, which it
appears have indeed
been granted. However,
as this is not a body that
exists by any law, the
approvals have no legal
basis. Though this prac-
tice of foreign entities
applying to the BIA for
permission to conduct
business in The
Bahamas is a long-
standing one, it is sim-
ply not binding in legal
terms and would crum-
ble if challenged in the
courts. 

Furthermore, in tying
the hands of sharehold-
ers and essentially forc-
ing them to sell their
interest in GB Power, the deal
contravenes the basic property
rights of citizens and residents
as outlined in the Constitution.
Prime Minister Minnis and his
colleagues must not be seen to
facilitate and condone a deal
what would violate the funda-
mental rights of Bahamians. 

ABDICATING 
RESPONSIBILITY

Under the Hawksbill Creek
Agreement, the documents
which sets out the administra-
tive structure for Freeport, the
Grand Bahama Port Authority
(GBPA) is responsible for all
utilities within the port area.
The Agreement states that: “The
Port  Authority  shall  have  the
sole right  to construct  and
operate  utilities” including
electrical  supply. This does not
mean that the Port cannot assign
another entity to run the day-to-
day operations of GB Power,
but nowhere in the Agreement
is permission given for the
GBPA to downright abdicate its
responsibilities to the detriment
of licensees and the residents of
Freeport. 

The GBPA must step up and
fulfill the role for which it was
created – managing the eco-
nomic and administrative
affairs of Freeport for the ben-
efit of those who live and work
there. Instead, the Port seems
poised to stand aside and allow
an external entity to monopo-
lize a key infrastructural asset
of the city.

BREAKING A 
FINE BALANCE

The entire point of the origi-
nal arrangement with Emera,
was to ensure that the GBPA
remained in control of GB
Power. The board of directors
was to be equally appointed by
GBPA and ICD Utilities
(ICDU) the parent company of
GB Power, and because of the
Hawksbill Agreement, the
GBPA would retain manage-
ment control. Most important-
ly Bahamians, especially resi-
dents of Freeport, would be
able to benefit from the profits
generated from the local power
company.

This is how matters stood
for nearly two decades. Now,
Emera is seeking to turn all of
this on its head and create a
construct in which Bahamians
and residents no longer have
any direct or indirect owner-
ship and GB Power. Going for-
ward, the company will no
longer be in the control of the
GBPA and can ignore its obli-
gations under the Hawksbill
Creek Agreement.

A SHAMELESS 
RIP OFF

More than anything else, the
move represents a shameless
rip off and disempowerment of
Bahamian citizens. Currently,
local shareholders in ICDU
own a slice of the company
which gave them a 10 per cent
return on their investment each
year for many years. If the
transaction is allowed to go
through, after November 8,
2017 Bahamians will own
nothing.

Former shareholders will be

given only depository
receipts (DRs), will be
deprived of receiving
profits from our local
power company, and
may or may not actual-
ly get dividends in the
future. In fact, quite
ominously, the compa-
ny has made a point of
cautioning about the
possibility of any
future profits from
DRs. Henceforth, the
fortunes of the compa-
ny will be governed by
the Toronto Stock
Exchange and any liti-
gation to assert the
rights of Bahamians
will have to occur in
Canada. 

GB Power is
the most profitable
subsidiary of all of
Emera’s plethora of
Canadian and interna-
tional companies. But
any dividends that are
paid out to Bahamians
will come from Emera
International, which
averages out all profits
and losses from its cor-
porate galaxy. And, a
25 per cent tax will be
deducted on any divi-
dends issued on DRs
in Canada, so

Bahamians will get even less,
while the tax money siphoned
off from us will not go to ben-
efit The Bahamas, but rather
Canada.

This move comes at a time
when shareholders of ICDU
are already frustrated because
dividends stopped being paid
out a number of years ago.
Freeport is hurting and share-
holders will be motivated to
vote in favor of the move
because they need money and
haven’t been getting their due
for some time; especially just
before Xmas!

The lack of dividend pay-
ments has led – almost certain-
ly intentionally – to a depres-
sion of the value of ICDU on
BISX. Meanwhile, other
power companies both within
and outside of Emera’s galaxy
have seen increases in value.
This in turn, has led to auditors
valuing the shares as low, but
once Emera owns 100 per cent,
electricity rates in GB will no
doubt increase and residents
and businesses of Freeport and
Grand Bahama will pay for
any power plant upgrades or
other infrastructural improve-
ments, without reaping any of
the financial benefits. 

So, Bahamians, especially
residents of Freeport, who
invested in their future nearly
20 years ago and actually own
part of GB Power and are enti-
tled to accountability from the
company, will end up with
nothing but an unenforceable
promise of less valuable and
highly taxed dividends from a
foreign entity unrelated to GB
Power. There will be no trans-

parency of the financial value
of GB Power as it will no
longer be listed on the
Bahamian stock exchange, so
the shareholders will never
know if they get what is owed
to them. The company will file
no financial statements here,
and there will be no accounta-
bility to our local Securities
Commission or any kind of
financial scrutiny by The
Bahamas government to look
after the interests of Bahamian
shareholders.

A FAIR DEAL 
FOR BAHAMIANS

If Emera would like to
acquire the all of ICDU, they
could simply trade sharehold-
ers one share of GB Power for
one share of ICDU. This
would be the simplest and
most honest process. This is
how Emera operates in the
Eastern Caribbean, where the
citizens of each country where
the company operates own
direct shares in the local oper-
ator, which are traded on the
Caribbean Stock Exchange.

Why are they not seeking to
repeat the same formula in the
Bahamas? For two reasons: 1.
Because it is more profitable to
Emera, which already makes
massive profits out of GB
Power, to pay local sharehold-
ers a lower dividend based on
the average performance of its
many companies (or possibly
no dividend at all); and 2.
Because the Canadians know
they are operating in a country
with a long history of clandes-
tine deals that unfairly privi-
lege foreign interests. 

Nevertheless, we as
Bahamians must stand up for
our fellow citizens. We must
defend our rights and our eco-
nomic independence from this
type of dangerous encroach-
ment. Anything less than a
share-for-share swap that
leaves local investors with an
active stake in GB Power is
totally unacceptable and we
simply must demand that our
government firmly reject the
deal currently on the table. 

For my part, I strongly urge
the Minnis administration to
stand up for sovereignty, self-
determination, empowerment
of Bahamians and a direct
piece of our economic pie!. I
urge them to use this opportu-
nity to bring an end to the cul-
ture of secret deals and the
privileged position of wealthy
foreign entities in our econo-
my. Through this attempted
hostile takeover, Emera has
presented the government with
a wonderful opportunity to live
up to its election promises of
promoting transparency,
encouraging fairness and ush-
ering in “The People’s Time”.
They must confront Emera and
stop this deal in its tracks
before it is too late. November
7 is right around the corner. So
is May 9, 2022!

BY FREDERICK SMITH, QC
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