
o r m e r
Member of
Pa r l i amen t
and Cabinet
M i n i s t e r
Shane Gibson

was served with a volun-
tary bill of indictment
(VBI) in the magistrate’s
court yesterday. 

However Gibson had
the number of charges
against him reduced. He
was previously charged
with 15 counts of bribery,
16 counts of extortion, two
counts of conspiracy to
commit extortion and two
counts of conspiracy to
commit bribery with one
single count of misconduct
in public office.  

Instead of the 36 previ-
ous counts,  he now has
31. 

Gibson, the former
Minister of Labour and
National Insurance  is now
charged with 15 counts of
extortion, 15 counts of
bribery and one count of
misconduct in public
office. 

BY C. JILLIAN GRAY
Journal Staff Writer
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Shane Gibson’s
Charges Reduced 4 Former Member of

Parliament  and Cabinet
Minister Shane Gibson
(Journal file photo)

First Cabinet Meeting in ChurChill building sinCe its restoration

4 The Cabinet met in the Cabinet Room of the Churchill Building for the first time, October 3, 2017 since the building underwent 
restoration after Hurricane Matthew.  During restoration, the Cabinet met at the Office of the Prime Minister. Photos capture the 
Prime Minister, Dr. the Hon. Hubert Minnis and Ministers arriving for the meeting, and their assembly in the Cabinet Room. Prime 

Minister Minnis is shown seated fifth left. Also shown seated from left: Minister of Social Services and Urban Development the Hon.
Lanisha Rolle; Minister of Agriculture the Hon. Renward Wells; Minister of Education, Science and Technology the Hon. Jeffrey Lloyd;

Secretary to the Cabinet Camille Johnson; Prime Minister Minnis; Minister of Tourism and Aviation the Hon. Dionisio D'Aguilar; 
Minister of Financial Services, Trade & Industry and Immigration the Hon. Brent Symonette; and Minister of Health Dr. the Hon. 

Duane Sands.  Standing from left: Minister of State for Legal Affairs, Office of the Attorney General and Ministry of Legal Affairs the 
Hon. Elsworth Johnson; Minister of State for Grand Bahama in the Office of the Prime Minister, Senator the Hon. Kwasi Thompson;
Minister of Youth, Sports and Culture the Hon. Michael Pintard; Minister of National Security the Hon. Marvin Dames; Minister of 
Labour, Senator the Hon. Dion Foulkes; and Minister of Foreign Affairs the Hon. Darren Henfield. (BIS Photos/Derek Smith)

g See CHARGES / page 7...

Fire
Destroys
Church

Over 100 members of
Power House Deliverance
Apostolic Global
Ministries are without a
place to worship following
a fire yesterday.

Reports are that at about
five in the morning on
Tuesday firefighters were
called to the Fleming Street
church as a blaze had over
taken the sanctuary.

Fire Chief Walter Evans
said they had to call sever-
al units to extinguish the
fire and most of the con-
tents in the building were
extensively damaged by
heat, smoke and water. 

BY C. JILLIAN GRAY
Journal Staff Writer

g See DESTROYS / page 2...

ACP Suggests
Legislation for

Misuse of
Social Media

Social Media has now
become a main issue of
concern for law enforce-
ment officers  as its usage
has triggered and contin-
ues to cause a waste of
the authorities’ time,
unnecessary harm, panic
and in severe circum-
stances, murder. 

Senior Assistant
Commissioner of Police
(ACP) Stephen Dean
while a guest on the
Radio  Love 97 Talk
Show  Issues of the Day
suggested that there be
the implementation of
additional legislation to
assist in cracking down
on the social media prob-
lem.

BY RANECHEA ELLIS
Journal Staff Writer

g See SUGGESTS / page 7...

4 Surveying the landscape in hurricane-ravaged Dominica, 
October 2, 2017 – Prime Minister Hubert Minnis (right); 

Minister Brent Symonette (centre); and Rev. Delton 
Fernander. Photo/Yontalay Bowe, OPM Media Services

Brotherly
Love Seen
In Dominica

Bahamas Christian Council
President Bishop Delton Fernander,
who said he saw firsthand the great
devastation of Dominica said that he
is still hopeful  as he witnessed broth-
erly love during the tour of that hurri-
cane ravished island. 

Among the delegation that traveled
with Prime Minister Dr. Hubert
Minnis to the island-state, Bishop
Fernander said that as a country, The
Bahamas demonstrated that they are
citizens of the world. 

“We saw great devastation,  but we
saw what it was to be brotherly love. 

“I believe as a country we demon-
strated today that we were citizens of
the world. 

“We showed up,  we saw represen-
tation from the world, Canada,
Palestine, from all around the world
people were there to trying to lend a
helping hand.

BY LICEC BASTIAN
Journal Staff Writer

g See BROTHERLY LOVE on PAGE 2...
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“We stepped up in a
very real way, we saw the
devastation, we spoke
with the Prime Minister,
we saw other Cabinet
Ministers and there was a

sense of ‘we’re glad
you’re here; we’re glad
that you are looking after
us and you’re concerned
about us’”, he said. 

Bishop Fernander also
stated that as a country,
he was proud that The

Bahamas could step up
and lend a helping hand to
the people of Dominica.

“I believe as a diaspora
are setting a precedent as
to how we will be taken
care of if ever this were to
happen to us. 

“So, I think we are
mighty proud as a nation
today that we could have
stepped out to  be that
kind of example of what
we ought to do as CARI-
COM neighbors,” Bishop
Fernander said. 

He further stated that in
all of the devastation of
the small island, there was

one thing that told him
that there was still hope,
in the picture of a cross
still standing on a hill.  

“Now from everything
that was destroyed, there
was a picture of the cross
standing on one of the hill
tops and it sent hope. 

“I am the preacher;  I
was able to say God is
still in control,” Bishop
Fernander said. 

As to his response of
the criticisms made by
Bahamians regarding Dr.
Minnis’ plans to assist
Dominican students,
Bishop Fernander said

that although everyone is
free to voice their own
opinion, it should not be
done to destroy another. 

“I just say that we are
free to criticize and free
to give our opinion,  but
we must do it in a, I
believe, more apprecia-
tive manner that we all
have opinions. 

“If it gets personal and
it gets denigrating,  it
does something that it
was not meant to do.

“We are free to have
our opinion, but we ought
to do it in a place where
we are getting better at it,

rather than destroying
each other,” Bishop
Fernander said. 

Other members of the
delegation that visited
Dominica on Monday
included Prime Minister
Minnis, Financial
Services Trade and
Industry and Immigration
Minister Brent
Symonette, Foreign
Affairs Minister Darren
Henfield, NEMA
Director Captain Stephen
Russell, and Bahamas
Union of Teachers
President Belinda
Wilson. 
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When asked if the blaze
was caused by arson or
electrical failings, Evans
said the exact cause is not
known just yet.

“We are looking at all
possibilities in this regard
and we cannot rule anything
out as it is still early in the
investigations,” Evans said. 

With ashes still sparking,
The Bahama Journal spoke
to the pastor Apostle Julius
Kemp who said he has got-
ten calls and visits from the
Christian community,  but
no word just yet as to where
he and his congregation will
be relocated to until the
repairs are complete.

“It’s going to take tens of
thousands of dollars. The
equipment is valued at
$10,000 by itself, so the
repairs will take tens of
thousands of dollars,”
Kemp said. 

The devastation to the
church is severe as more
than sixty percent of the
church went up in flames.

The church has been in
existence for seven years. 

Brotherly Love Seen In Dominica

Fire
Destroys
Church

The Prime Minister is not
occupied with comments made
by Pineridge MP Reverend
Frederick McAlpine who in a
blistering attack on the govern-
ment's plan last week said once
Dominicans experience a "better
standard of living" in The

Bahamas, they may not be
inclined to return to their coun-
try.

This was revealed by Press
Secretary Anthony Newbold
during the weekly press briefing.

“The Prime Minister feels
that this is a democracy- if that is
your view then fine, the prime
minister is concerned with the
Bahamas as a country.

“If a Member of Parliament
has a view that’s his or her view,
but he has to be concerned about
The Bahamas and it’s place in
the world,” Mr. Newbold said.

Rev.  McAlpine, a Free
National Movement back-
bencher, recommended that
wealthy Cabinet ministers take
money from their own pockets
to contribute to the Dominica’s

restoration efforts, rather than
give its citizens safe haven in the
Bahamas.

He also recommended that
the government pay Bahamians
to work in Dominica and help
with restoration instead of
allowing storm victims to have
safe haven here; as he suggested
they may never leave once they
get used to a better standard of

living.
In what appeared to be a

swipe at Prime Minister Dr.
Hubert Minnis who wiped tears
from his eyes earlier  as he spoke
of the destruction in Dominica
and the harsh reactions some
have had to his plans to help cit-
izens there, Rev. McAlpine said
he was crying for his own peo-
ple.

BY AMAJAHL KNOWLES
Journal Staff Writer

PM Not Concered
With Mcalpine’s Comments

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...

4 Hurricane devastation in Dominica. Photo/Yontalay Bowe, OPM Media Services
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Public School Boards will see
returning or new board members
by the end of October when elec-
tions of School Boards take
place. 

Parliamentary Commissioner
Philip Turner, yesterday
announced that the process of
electing School Board members
for 2017-2020 will begin. 

“Today I have the pleasure to
announce the School Board elec-
tions which we are mandated to
conduct in accordance with the
Parliament Elections Act and
also in accordance with the
statutes and regulations of the
education act.

“The existing school board
terms expire on the 31 of
October 2017. 

“In this regard it is prudent
that we conduct election as soon
as possible so as to cause for the
efficient and smooth operation of
the various schools,” Mr. Turner
stated. 

According to the commission-
er, by law these elections should
be held every three years. 

Mr. Turner further said that
this election process is similar to
the general elections and with the
same procedures for certification
and election returning officers
which are referred to as scruti-
nizers.  

“School Boards are mandated
by law to be held every three
years. The last set of school
board elections were held in
2014. 

“Registers are required for
each school to conduct the nomi-
nations and the School Board
elections on. 

“These registers must be certi-
fied by the parliamentary com-
missioner.

Like the general elections and
like the local government elec-

tions, it is required that there be a
person who superintends each of
these elections in each of the
school board elections or nomi-
nations. 

This person as is equivalent to
the returning officer in a general
election is called a scrutineer
under the Education Act. 

And so, I have appointed as I
am mandated by the
Parliamentary Elections Act, I
have already appointed 64 scruti-
neers for each of the School
Boards to conduct nominations,”
Mr. Turner said. 

ccording to Mr. Turner a num-
ber of things will happen leading
up to the elections of new School
boards in 60 plus schools. 

Nominations will be taking
place on the 6 of October, in all
of the school boards, that means
there will be nominations in 64
school boards. 

The hours for nomination as
consistent with Local
Government and General
Elections will be between the
hours of 9am and 12 mid-day,”

Mr. Turner said. 

Mr. Turner confirmed that all
registers were certified and that
they were already in the hands of
the respective scrutineers.  

He is hopeful of the participa-
tion of the members and encour-
aged eligible persons to partici-
pate in the process. 

“It is hoped that there will be
full participation. 

“I wish to encourage all per-
sons in respective districts of the
various schools to fully partici-
pate in this process. 

“We intend to release the
results of the elections where
they are to be held no later than
the evening of the School Board
Elections,” he said 

This election will involve  64
schools throughout The
Bahamas.  

Nominations are expected to
be held in 40 schools in New
Providence and 24 schools in the
Family Islands. 

Persons who are  eligible to
nominate members for the
School Board must be citizens of
The Bahamas. They must be 18
years of age  or older, and they
must be a parent or guardian of
students in the respective
schools.

BY LICEC BASTIAN
Journal Staff Writer

Process
Begins For

School Board
Elections

4 Newly-named Parliamentary Commissioner Philip Turner announced that the process of electing
School Board Members for 2017-2020 has begun, during a press conference at the Parliamentary

Registration Department, October 3, 2017.  Mr. Turner said the 2014-2017 board member appoint-
ments end Tuesday, October 31, 2017 and so new members must be named by Election Day

Monday, October 30. Registers have been certified and scrutinizers have been appointed for the
process of Candidates' Nomination to take place Friday, October 6 -- Nomination Day. Candidates
seeking nomination should be parent or guardian at the school they wish to be nominated for, and
Bahamian citizens 18 years or older. Director of Education in the Ministry of Education Lionel Sands
said it is the Ministry's aim to have boards at each school in the country.  In 2014 fifty-five boards

were named and elected. In 2017 sixty-four have been named. (BIS Photo/Patrick Hanna)

Dominican students, parents and their
teachers who are seeking to make use of the
Bahamian educational system began offi-
cially registering yesterday.

This was revealed by Bahamas Union of
Teachers president Belinda Wilson in an
interview with this Journal.

Mrs. Wilson was apart of Prime Minister
Dr. Hubert Minnis’ contingent during his
trip to Dominica on Monday.

The BUT president further added the
despite public perception, she was never
against the move,  only saying she just
wanted to be informed of the full details on
the agreement between the two countries.

“I was never worried about it. I just want-
ed the details so I could make a knowledge-
able decision and be able to communicate
this information with my executives and my
members.

“So after going there and speaking with
the Prime Minister,  I got a better under-
standing of the situation,” Mrs. Wilson said.

Wilson added that the Prime Minister
informed her that he would require great
technical assistance from her team in help-
ing get the students acclimated.

Wilson said while she is unsure about the
total number of persons, she does expect it
to be a small group. However, on  Monday
Education Minister Jeffery  Lloyd revealed
about 20 Dominican students will take
advantage of the government’s pledge to

allow students from the storm-ravaged
Caribbean country to study in the Bahamas.

Dr. Minnis announced last week that the
government will temporarily relax immigra-
tion rules for Dominican schoolchildren. 

He indicated that there are three cate-
gories of students who may apply. 

These include children who have rela-
tives in The Bahamas who can find lodging
and support from their family members;
college students who wish to study at The
University of The Bahamas and seek board-
ing at The University of The Bahamas; and
children of parents employed in companies,
banks, etc. which have offices in The
Bahamas where temporary employment
transfers can be arranged with these institu-
tions. 

BY AMAJAHL KNOWLES
Journal Staff Writer

Registration For Dominicans Underway
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Black women in the Bahamas get Breast Cancer
two decades earlier and usually two stages later
than most women elsewhere in the world.

This statement was made Health Minister Dr.
Duane Sands said outside  the Cabinet office yester-
day.

Breast Cancer has affected thousands of women
and their families in The Bahamas. As it relates to
early detection of the disease, Dr. Sands was unable
to specify an exact age (range) women ought to start
their annual mammogram examinations, but he did
explain how age plays a factor in obtaining early
detection.

“We have an issue in the Bahamas and I’m waf-
fling on this because the young black breast is a dif-
ferent entity than an older breast, because it tends to
be more fibrous and so mammograms can be a little
bit more challenging in a young breast,” said Dr.
Sands.

Although the internet provides a plethora of
information about this debilitating disease, it may
not be applicable to black Bahamian women. Dr.
Sands articulated why October is such an important
month to highlight Breast Cancer and appeals to
women to make a concerted effort to schedule their
annual mammogram check-up.

He indicated, “When we talk about Breast
Cancer awareness, understand that a lot of the stuff
you see on the internet, a lot of the recommenda-
tions for screening doesn’t really apply to
Bahamian women. 

“I think this month is a perfect opportunity to
restore people’s interest to peak their concern about
this serious, serious problem in our community.
Certainly, it is the single greatest cause of cancer
mortality among women in the Bahamas,” said the
Minister.

Unfortunately, Breast Cancer is a horrible dis-
ease in The Bahamas and the Bahamas has the high-
est prevalence of the BRACA mutation, Dr. Sands
told The Journal.

BY ONIKE ARCHER
Journal Staff Writer

BLACK WOMEN 
IN THE BAHAMAS

ARE MORE
SUSCEPTIBLE TO
BREAST CANCER

Twenty one year old Marcello
Harris of Christie Avenue, Farrington
Road was charged yesterday   before
Deputy Chief Magistrate Andrew
Forbes with   bringing unlawful harm.

He was arraigned for the murder of
Shannador  Greene on September
19th 2017.

The  defendant complained to the

Court of   police brutality  since his
capture.  

He stated that last week while in
police custody,  he was ‘beaten badly’
by officers as he was detained at the
Central Police Station on East Street.  

The accused said he  repeatedly
requested to seek medical care and be
taken to Princess Margaret Hospital
(PMH), but was denied such treat-
ment. 

It was not until an alleged second

incidence of beatings, which took
place October 2nd that caused  him  to
vomit blood that he was  taken to
PMH to receive medical care.

Attorney Ian Cargill, who is repre-
senting  Harris  stated in court that he
awaits the official copies of admit-
tance from the hospital.

Harris was denied bail and remand-
ed to the Bahamas Department of
Corrections until December 6th at
10:00am.

BY ONIKE ARCHER
Journal Staff Writer

BAIL DENIED FOR MURDER ACCUSED

4 Minister of the Environment and Housing, the Hon. Romauld Ferreira is pictured (right) with The Bahamas’ UNESCO 
International Hydrological Programme representative, John Bowleg at the opening session of the 12th UNESCO 

Meeting at the British Colonial Hilton in September. (Photo/Mike Swann, Water and Sewerage Corporation)

Effective Use of Water Resources
in The Bahamas Discussed 
at 12th UNESCO Meeting

John Bowleg, in his
address at the 12th
UNESCO Meeting, high-
lighted the promotion of
research towards further
exploration of combined
Seawater Reverse
Osmosis, Seawater
District Cooling and
Ocean Thermal Energy
C o n v e r s i o n
(SDC/SWRO/OTEC) for
sustainable development,
climate adaptation, and
climate change mitigation
in The Bahamas.

Mr. Bowleg, The

Bahamas’ International
Hydrological Programme
(IHP) Focal Point repre-
sentative, made a presen-
tation on Groundwater
Resources Assessment
under the Pressures of
Humanity and Climate
Change (GRAPHIC) at
the September 18-21,
2017 United Nations
Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Hydrological Programme
and Meeting of National
Committees and Focal
Points at the British
Colonial Hilton.

Mr. Bowleg, explained

that the UNESCO
GRAPHIC concept is the
effective use of the water
resources of The Bahamas
for the provision/produc-
tion of energy, energy
efficient cooling of build-
ings and production of
freshwater by SWRO.  

“OTEC is a sustainable
application that has been
explored -- using the tem-
perature differential of the
cooler deep and warmer
surface seawater to run a
heat engine.  SWRO, a
costly alternative, has
been used to address con-
cerns for the availability
of freshwater resources in

The Bahamas.  SDC has
been utilized to lessen the
required energy consump-
tion of cooling large struc-
tures.

“Both water supply and
energy demand are con-
straints of achieving sus-
tained economic growth
throughout the islands of
The Bahamas. The pres-
entation is geared to pro-
mote research towards
The Bahamas further
exploring combined
SDC/SWRO/ OTEC for
sustainable development,
climate adaptation, and
climate change mitiga-
tion,” he said.

BY KATHRYN CAMPBELL
Bahamas Information Services

First Cabinet Meeting in ChurChill
building sinCe its restoration

4 The Cabinet met in the Cabinet Room of the Churchill Building for the first time, October 3, 2017 since
the building underwent restoration after Hurricane Matthew. During restoration, the Cabinet met at the
Office of the Prime Minister. Photos capture the Prime Minister, Dr. the Hon. Hubert Minnis and Ministers

arriving for the meeting, and their assembly in the Cabinet Room. (BIS Photo/Derek Smith)
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Evidently, there is something dread-
fully amiss in today’s Bahamas.

That dread ‘something’ now con-
spires to further brutalize a people
already hurting from their memories of
whip-lash and torture inflicted on so
very many of their fore-fathers and
mothers.

And so it goes: there are today tens
of thousands of Bahamians and mil-
lions of other people who seethe in
anger and who at the slightest provoca-
tion can and do go ballistic – and so, in
their rage and anger, they vent their
fury on each other.

Making matters all the worse has to
do with the fact that, there are men and
women out-there who would make a
pretty penny by providing these angry
ones with the guns and with the ammu-
nition they must have as they go looting
and shooting.

Sad to say, then, we now live and
have our being in a society where ‘dog-
eat-dog’ is clearly the value that mat-
ters most to that cadre of social para-
sites who now go and grow from bad to
worse.

And even more to the point we would
make: The seven deadly sins, more
properly called the seven capital sins,
are the sins to which we are most sus-
ceptible because of our fallen human
nature. They are the tendencies that
cause us to commit all other sins.  The
seven deadly sins are pride, covetous-
ness (also known as avarice or greed),
lust, anger, gluttony, envy, and sloth.

Let it also be known that: Most peo-
ple would define love as an emotion--
affection, passion, or tenderness. The
Bible, however, describes love in terms
of sacrificial actions. Jesus said,
“Greater love has no one than this, that
one lay down his life for his friends”
(John 15:13). While it’s rarely neces-
sary to die for the sake of another, gen-
uine love usually involves some level of
sacrifice. As Christians, we are to show
unconditional, selfless love to others –
just as Jesus did for us.

Jesus gave His followers a new chal-
lenge to love--one based on obedience
to Him and commitment to fellow
believers: “A new commandment I give
to you, that you love one another, even
as I have loved you” (John 13:34).

To answer the question, “Who is my
neighbor?” Christ told the story of the
Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37). In
Jesus’ day, relations between Jews and

Samaritans were quite tense.
Samaritans were despised for having
intermarried with Gentiles and having
adopted heretical religious beliefs.

But saddest of all, when these gang-
sters do their stuff the nation’s hierar-
chs, authorities and Establishment;
have no choice but to go after them; to
engage them and if possible, bring
them to heel.

But yet it remains a fact that such
efforts – even when successful – rou-
tinely detract from the real development
and efflorescence of The Bahamian
Nation; this because every penny spent
on guns is another penny that will not
be spent on schools and health-care or
on behalf of this nation’s youth.

As a people we now wallow in the
throes of a congeries of health and
crime related maladies.

But for sure, this situation need not
remain our fate; and so, while there is
widespread agreement about the valid-
ity of this generalization, we seriously
suspect that there are aspects to this
challenge that remain occluded.

In other words,  there are dimensions
to this challenge that – while close
enough – continue to elude attention
and therefore cannot come up for req-
uisite action.

Note also that as we look at the
extent to which one community after
the other implodes, we find that vio-
lence itself has come to be seen as
being both normal and natural; and
therefore merely one other function of
what some would describe as ‘human
nature’.

Nothing could be further from the
truth.

In truth and in fact, violence is
always nothing more [and nothing less]
than an exercise in power; one that pits
strength against weakness; affluence
against poverty; men against men; men
against women; adults against youth –
and so on and so forth.

There is no gainsaying the fact that,
violence can and is very often woven
into the very fabric that holds society
together; and so, the fact remains that,
there are occasions in life when the
deck is stacked against some of our fel-
low-Bahamians.

This is the face of violence that dare
not show itself for what it surely is in a
class and race and gender-divided
society as the one that we currently live
in.
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AN INFERNAL TRAP

We covered the start of this
war with articles describing
the battle over easement
rights, the mysterious
burning of a home, the
blocks to rebuilding, and
countless questionable
court filings. This series of
articles asks the needed
questions and presents the
arguments in full.

The new Minnis
Administration appears to
be in cahoots with Save The
Bays. The Attorney
General’s office seems to
have dropped appeals on
court matters favoring Save
The Bays (STB) and acqui-
esced to STB’s position withdrawing
requests to hold them accountable.

Then, the new Attorney General, Carl
Bethel, accused the former Administration
of “overreach” with respect to Save The
Bays and the new regulations for non-
profit organizations.

In a Tribune article by Neil Hartnell, it
reported this: “Carl Bethel effectively
backed the position taken by the environ-
mental activist group, also known as the
Coalition to Protect Clifton, by agreeing
that the Registrar General could only
demand a non-profit organisation’s finan-
cial records if it was suspected of involve-
ment in terrorism financing.”

Say what?! That’s the same thing as
saying we will wait until the fox is in the
hen house before we investigate to see if
he will eat the chickens. Ludicrous!

We are not suggesting that Save The
Bays is a terrorist organization. It is the
principle of the matter that we are con-
cerned with.

Further more, the Government of The
Bahamas cannot be that myopic or dense
that they should only care about whether
or not Save The Bays is a terrorist group.
Save The Bays has given us plenty of evi-
dence of questionable activities that merit
greater scrutiny.

We act like a third world country when
we don’t care what organizations do that is
questionable. We act like a third world
country when an organization can run
roughshod over a people and a govern-
ment and not be monitored or held
accountability.

How can this new Government of The
Bahamas even think for a second that we
should not care if Save The Bays engages
in questionable activities and have suspi-
cious ‘goings-on’? 

There are so many clues that indicate
that they need to be reviewed. Here are
just a few:

CLUE #1.

It has been reported that Save The Bays’
chief funder is hedge-fund billionaire
Louis Moore Bacon and that millions of
dollars have allegedly been given to Save
The Bays for supposed environmental
projects, but there are no multi-million-
dollar projects anywhere around the
Commonwealth of The Bahamas.

CLUE # 2.

Save The Bays registered themselves as a
501(c)3 organization in the United States
so that they can receive tax-deductible

contributions from American donors. The
United States Treasury Department rules
state that all 501(c)3 organizations are
required to make their financial informa-
tion public through their tax returns and
their exemption application for 501(c)3
status.  But instead, Save The Bays has
caused a constitutional crisis in their
efforts to seek punishment for those
Members of Parliament who disclosed
their financial information, and who did so
under parliamentary privilege; Save The
Bays filed a lawsuit in which the judge
ruled in their favor.  

CLUE # 3.

Save The Bays singled out and victimized
fashion mogul Peter Nygard for doing the
same things on his private property that
Save The Bays Director and attorney, Fred
Smith did on his property and Louis Bacon
did on his property. Save The Bays used
millions in taxpayers’ resources to pro-
mote the farce all to help their chief funder
in his feud against Peter Nygard.

So instead of investigating all these
activities and acting more like a first world
country would, the new Government
appears to be complicit with Save The
Bays.

This new Government is ignoring these
millions of dollars coming into the country
from a foreign entity with no multi-mil-
lion-dollar projects to show for it. This
new Government turns around and drops
the appeal concerning parliamentary priv-
ilege allowing this constitutional nebu-
lousness to stand. And, this new
Government is turning a blind eye to the
millions of taxpayers’ resources being
spent on Save The Bays’ personal agenda
to destroy Peter Nygard.

Now the new Administration is trying
to justify the refusal to hold Save The
Bays accountable for its suspicious activi-
ties by attacking the previous
Administration.

Does the Minnis Administration really
want to be in cahoots with Save The Bays?
How foolish!

THE CLIFTON 

by P. J. Malone
REVIEW

The Clifton Review is a bi-weekly column that examines the 
question of the Clifton project along with the evolution of the 

war between two billionaires, the links to unsavory characters, 
the use of the courts for personal agendas, the involvement 

of the Government opposition party (the FNM), and 
the attacks on the Government of The Bahamas.

How Foolish!

GOT NEWS?
Please call The Bahama

Journal’s News TIP 
LINE at 356-7254 
and let us know!
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Bahamians should not,
and must not, live in “iso-
lation” from the rest of the
world, as The Bahamas is

part of the much wider
regional and global vil-
lage, Prime Minister, Dr.
the Hon. Hubert A.
Minnis said Monday.

“We must always real-
ize that we cannot live in

isolation and that we must
try to assist others when-
ever possible, just as they
assist us, as we are a
Member State of CARI-
COM (Caribbean
Community) and a

Member State of the
United Nations,” the
Prime Minister said.

“My job as Prime
Minister and the Leader of
the country is to always
look at the big picture and

to look at what is in the
best interests of our coun-
try. Citizens of Dominica
have assisted in building
The Bahamas to where we
are today in terms of their
assistance with the Police

Force, the education sys-
tem, the corrections sys-
tem and even our health-
care system.

“While individuals are
entitled to speak their
minds with regards to the
offers of assistance I have
made to Dominica, as
Prime Minister, I have to
look at the big picture
which includes The
Bahamas being a Member
State of CARICOM and
the United Nations,”
Prime Minister Minnis
added.

Bahamian officials say
the humanitarian situation
in Dominica is far greater
than what could have been
imagined. The country is
now also facing a poten-
tial healthcare crisis as a
result of the loss of all of
its medical facilities –
including hospitals and
clinics.

“For all intents and pur-
poses, the main city was
under 4 feet of water,”
Prime Minister Minnis
said. “What is remarkable
is that you can see the
trauma still on the face of
the people. In spite of that,
they are all working
together cleaning the
country.

“There are still chal-
lenges with the medical
fraternity and being a part
of CARICOM, I have
offered medical assis-
tance. I will meet with the
Minister of Health and see
how we can assist in that
area. Medical service is
greatly needed and I think
if we were in a similar sit-
uation we would have
been seeking assistance
not only from First World
countries, but also from
our neighbouring CARI-
COM countries.”

Prime Minister Minnis
said a number of regional
and global countries are in
Dominica lending what-
ever assistance they can to
help rebuild the country.

“They are being assist-
ed by the U.S., by the
Dutch, by the Canadians,
by Venezuela, by CARI-
COM and other countries
(both small and large),”
Prime Minister Minnis
said.

The Prime Minister
announced during a press
briefing upon his return to
the capital Monday that a
number of Bahamians
have made monetary
donations to assist the cit-
izens of Dominica. He
applauded them for those
donations.

“A number of
Bahamians, citizens from
the private sector, have
came forth and have given
me $60,000 to give to
Dominica to assist them in
addition to the other sup-
plies and different things
we are about to do,” Prime
Minister Minnis said.

“I am certain that after
Bahamians see what has
happened there and
become more cognizant of
what has happened, they
will give further dona-
tions,” Prime Minister
Minnis added.

A6 The Bahama Journal
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BY MATT MAURA
Bahamas Information Services

PM Minnis says Bahamians
Cannot Afford to Live in Isolation
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Magistrate Subusola
Swain said Gibson had 21
days to provide an alibi to
the magistrate’s court as he
may not have been able to
provide one to the supreme
court unless it goes the
magistrate’s court first. 

Gibson’s attorney,
Wayne Munroe, said this
may be problematic as no
definite date as to when the
alleged crime took place
was given.

“It is very important for
this young man to say
exactly when it happened,
so that if Mr. Gibson was
in Grand Bahama and not

New Providence,  he has
the ability to show that it
could not have possibly
happened because he was-
n’t on the island,” Munroe
said. 

He added there is a
question as to if Gibson’s
case can be tried in the
existing system and if the
government moved too
quickly in not doing what
the British did in Turks and
Caicos Islands before
attempting corruption tri-
als.

Gibson is set to appear
in the supreme court
before Justice Bernard
Turner on October 20th at
10 a.m.

Shane Gibson’s
Charges Reduced
gg Continued from / PAGE 1...

“The public has to demand that. We have to get
our law makers to look at legislation, we are given
advice,  but there are areas that we do look at from
time to time as social media has helped us to arrest
people. Facebook and WhatsApp  have caused us to
bring people into custody,” he said.

“You’ve seen cases where persons are displaying
weapons have been taken in and put into our sys-
tem, some people have been sued, people have
taken up private prosecutions against individuals
and  we have charged people with death threats of
harm. So, we look at what offenses are inconsistent
with the laws that we do have on the books.”

When asked specifically about those continued
hotspots of  crime in the country, Senior ACP Dean
noted that the time period of hotspots is in the past. 

“New Providence is a hotspot and nobody is
immuned,” he said.

“While areas have their challenges, I can tell you
we’ve brought people in from all over New
Providence; from public and private schools.” 

Police officials are however still issuing a stern
warning to the public, especially those who partici-
pate in the perpetuation of false information.

“We cannot say it enough , this is causing  harm
to individuals and   panic. People have lost their
jobs based on what is put on social media;  its
caused families to break up, so we are asking our
people to be more responsible,” he said.

“Sometimes it turns on them and that’s when
they want the police to work 24/7 to solve it.”

Members of the public are being urged to always
seek information from the police and trusted news
agencies only.  

ACP SUGGESTS
LEGISLATION

FOR MISUSE OF
SOCIAL MEDIA

gg Continued from / PAGE 1...

dediCation oF newly-reFurbished
stePhen dillet PriMary sChool 

4 Minister of Education, Science and Technology, the Hon. Jeffrey Lloyd gave the keynote 
address on Monday at the Dedication of newly-refurbished Stephen Dillet Primary School. 

Addressing students, parents, administrators, teachers, other staff of Stephen Dillet Primary School, 
and senior Ministry of Education officials, Minister Lloyd said $4 million was spent on the refurbishment

which took place from June 1 to October 1, 2017. Thirty general classrooms, two pre-school classrooms, 
a Tuck Shop, a lunchtime area and offices are all among amendments and improvements made to 
the physical plant of the Wulff Road & Windsor Lane urban educational establishment. Fr. William 

Quiamjot dedicated the school through prayer.  Minister Lloyd is pictured chatting with descendants 
of the late Stephen Dillet for whom the school is named. (BIS Photo/Derek Smith)
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