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“They are having fights

in school, turf wars. But I

have some ex-gang leaders

who work with me and they

can say ‘Dr. Allen this guy

is a killer’.

“But many of these kids

are not accepted in govern-

ment programs because they

claim they are too danger-

ous.” 

Dr. Allen acknowledged

however, that many of the

young men have confessed

that the life of crime or vio-

lence is not something they

want to do and are often in

fear of their lives.

“What they told us is that

they don’t want to be dan-

gerous, but they are scared.

If you’re caught without

their boys they feel you

could die. They may be con-

nected to gangs, but they

live in absolute terror,” Dr.

Allen said.

“Now the program starts

at 4 p.m. Do you realize that

at 12 noon they are coming

to my little office building?

And I say to them not until

4, but they say ‘doc we feel

safe here.’ 

“I don’t have any guards

or any guns, but why they

feel safe is [because] I have

people who show love and

not only that love always

comes from God, God’s

presence is there.” 

Dr. Allen further noted

that he does not intend to

give up on the young men of

the country and encouraged

Bahamians to keep the faith. 

“I always stand for hope.

I believe the darkness is

always connected to the

light,” Dr. Allen said.

“Therefore, I call on my

people at this time lets have

faith. 

“Once you let the fear

impact you, your life is

over.  The only way to

counter fear is through a

prayerful life.” 

He noted that when it comes to

small island countries like The

Bahamas so heavily dependent on

tourism, fresh ground water is particu-

larly crucial to the country’s social,

economic and demographic reality.

“Ours is a country that is dependent

on tourism.  In this point of this

resource, the vitality of it, recognition

and its limited nature is an indispensa-

ble recognizant on our part,” he said. 

“Our increasing population growth

and future economic growth continue

to put additional pressure on this limit-

ed resource and that’s why we pay

close attention to climate change in

this region or global climate change

because they threaten our country’s

sustainability as far as fresh water

resources are concerned.” 

Minister Lloyd assured that The

Bahamas has taken the necessary steps

to ensure that The Bahamas is moving

in the right direction.

“We have a North Andros water

resource are where there will be some

focus by UNESCO’s graphic program.

We also have in Exuma a Lake Victoria

program, an initiative that is going to

be the focus of UNESCO’s eco hydrol-

ogy,” Mr. Lloyd said.

“The long term goals of the effort

would be to understand the dynamic

geometry of the Andros Island Lens,

identify areas of greater sustainability

for both resource protection and fresh

water development and to forecast the

impact of changing climate conditions,

sea rise level and storm surge of fresh

water lens stability and longevity.”  

Not only did the minister address

the issues for the country as a whole,

but in his capacity as minister of edu-

cation pointed to the importance of

water education.

“I recognize that educators have a

tremendous opportunity and an obliga-

tion to teach their students of the sig-

nificant role that water plays in our

society,” Mr. Lloyd said.

“The responsibility of water conser-

vation, water pollution, drought, ener-

gy and water hydro power and other

water related topics are of national

importance.”  

IHP Secretary Bianca Jimenez-

Cisneros also brought remarks at yes-

terday’s opening. 

She too added to the importance of

water education placing focus on the

fact that many of the Caribbean islands

recently experienced a hurricane and

are in the hurricane season which

poses threats to water contamination as

well. 

The conference closes later this

week. 

LLoyd: ‘Climate Change
Threatens Fresh Water Supply’

Teen Murders Called

‘A Holocaust’
gg Continued from / PAGE 1...
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CARICOM TeAM VIews RAgged IslAnd AfTeR IRMA

4 Caribbean Community (CARICOM) Secretary-General, His Excellency, Ambassador Irwin LaRocque (left) speaks, on September 16, 2017, with 
53-year-old resident Mr. Terence Wallace, concerning his ordeal during the passage of Hurricane Irma over Ragged Island. (BIS Photo/Eric Rose)
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Patients taking up resi-

dence at the Princess Margaret

Hospital (PMH) are costing

the government millions of

dollars. 

Speaking with Minister of

Health Dr. Duane Sands

recently, he quantified costs

incurred by these residents.

“In a very interesting study

done by one of our local con-

sultants, it may be as much as

$7 million a year the

Bahamian people are paying

to house these boarders,” Dr.

Sands said.

Dr. Sands seeks to devise a

strategy that provides a safe

alternative. He offers subsi-

dization as a possible solution.

“Maybe we will subsidize

nursing homes. Perhaps what

we need to do is identify a

facility staffed with the right

class of health care profes-

sionals,” he told The Bahama

Journal.

Dr. Sands also explained

challenges he and his staff

incur with insufficient beds

taken out of commission

because of construction. Some

67 beds are presently being

repaired. 

“For a hospital that is limit-

ed in beds, when a loved one

comes to the Emergency

Room, they may spend, one or

two, or three days waiting to

get into the hospital,” Dr.

Sands added.

Staying for five or more

years, these patients that take

up residence at Princess

Margaret Hospital all have

different layers to their stories.

“The stories can vary.

Sometimes there are children

that have special needs and

their families cannot attend to

them, or orphans or some are

adults that are abandoned,” he

explained.  

“The bottom line is that at

any given time you can have

as many as 25 or 30 patients in

the hospital who don’t really

need to be in the hospital, but

we don’t have any other place

to put them.” 

Dr. Sands further expli-

cates, “We don’t have enough

bed capacity for chronic

care,” which is a very perti-

nent challenge impacting the

care of Bahamian people on a

day to day basis,

“People get upset. Why

does my mommy have to stay

in the Emergency Room?

Why can’t she be admitted to

a bed?  Why can’t my father

go directly to a ward, if you

know you’re going to admit

the patient?” he said.

“If there are no beds, there

is no place that we can put a

patient and if the beds are

occupied, then it’s a chal-

lenge.”

Identifying the source of

the funding to decompress the

hospital is more than just a

stroke of a pen.

Dr. Sands said, “We need

to look at the implications

moving forward.  The last

thing you want is to move

patients from a relatively safe

environment, to an environ-

ment they are not going to get

the special care they might

require.”

BY ONIKE ARCHER
Journal Staff Writer

Residents Living at PMH Costs Govt Millions

12Th UnesCO InTeRnATIOnAl hydROlOgICAl MeeTIng

4 Minister of Education Jeffrey Lloyd is shown in the front row with delegates and Cabinet colleagues (4th from left) including the Environment 
and Housing Minister, Romauld Ferreira (3rd from left); Minister of Transport and Local Government Frankie Campbell (5th from left); and 
Chairperson of Bahamas NATCOM and Desmond Edwards (7th from left).  Also pictured are John Bowleg, IHP (Bahamas) Focal Point and 

delegates attending the 12th UNESCO International Hydrological Meeting yesterday at the British Colonial Hilton. (BIS Photo/Patrick Hanna)
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Minister of Foreign

Affairs the Hon. Darren

Henfield led a delegation to

Duncan Town, Ragged

Island, on September 16,

2017, so that regional part-

ners could see firsthand the

damage raged on the island

by category five Hurricane

Irma.

Caribbean Community

(CARICOM) Chairman and

Grenada Prime Minister Dr.

the Rt. Hon. Keith Mitchell

and CARICOM Secretary-

General Ambassador Irwin

LaRocque joined other sen-

ior CARICOM officials as

they rode on trucks and

spoke to residents, Royal

Bahamas Defence Force

officers and disaster respon-

ders stationed on the island.

Among the Bahamian

officials in the delegation

were Minister of Labour,

Sen. the Hon. Dion Foulkes;

Foreign Affairs Acting

Permanent Secretary Donna

Lowe; Bahamas

Ambassador-Designate to

CARICOM His Excellency

Reuben Rahming; Director-

General at the Ministry of

Foreign Affairs Sharon

Brennen-Haylock; and

National Emergency

Management Agency

Director Captain Stephen

Russell.

Among the damaged

properties they inspected

were the police station, the

"fish house" where thou-

sands of dollars of seafood

was stored, government

administrative facilities,

and a number of private res-

idents -- some of which

were flattened by the hurri-

cane.

One resident in particu-

lar, 53-year-old Terence

Wallace told the delegation

about his riding out the

storm.  He pointed out that

the house that he lived in

was leveled by Hurricane

Irma's winds, as the eye

passed over the island.

"I came here by my cuz

to be safe," he said, as he

gestured towards a concrete

block home next to the

destroyed "fish house."

He also showed

Ambassador LaRocque his

family's pigeon house and

smiled at the ambassador's

amazement at the fact the

birds rode out the storm in

their facility.

"The birds, they know

what to do," Mr. Wallace

said quietly.
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4 A number of delegation members traveling on a truck, on September 16, 2017, to see firsthand the damage caused by Hurricane Irma on Ragged Island. (BIS Photo/Eric Rose)

CARICoM Assessment Team Views
Ragged Island After Hurricane Irma

4 Remnants of a home and its contents after Hurricane Irma's rampage 
through Duncan Town, Ragged Island. (BIS Photo/Patrick Hanna)
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We covered the start of this war

with articles describing the battle

over easement rights, the mysteri-

ous burning of a home, the blocks

to rebuilding, and countless ques-

tionable court filings. This series of

articles asks the needed questions

and presents the arguments in full.

Why did the former Prime

Minister of the Commonwealth of

The Bahamas not ever speak out

against attacks on our democratic

processes?

It is a strange matter when a

leader of a country remains silent

on issues that strike at the core of

that country’s constitutional

democracy.

Yes, these are matters from our

past—though, our recent past—but it can

never be too late to examine such issues,

issues that greatly impacted and continue to

impact the well-being of our nation.

For example, the blight on our name still

stands internationally: When the ‘Save The

Bays 5’ went to the international human

rights associations and filed false—as far as

we are concerned—claims that their lives

were in danger and condemned The Bahamas

in the process, did the former prime minister

say one word?

How could the former Prime Minister not

speak out when our country was put on a list

along side rogue nations who kidnap, torture,

and kill its citizens?

When Save The Bays’ financial informa-

tion was disclosed in the Parliament of The

Bahamas revealing that millions were being

passed through Save The Bays’ accounts

reportedly through their chief funder, hedge-

fund billionaire Louis Moore Bacon, and

pointing to attempts to illegitimatize the

Government, the former Prime Minister was

silent.

How could a leader of a government pos-

sibly be silent facing attempts to invalidate

his Government?

When Save The Bays took hypocritical

action to thwart government functioning, tak-

ing the Government to court in attempts to

destroy Louis Bacon’s enemy, fashion mogul

Peter Nygard, once again the former Prime

Minister was silent.

But, why?

When Fred Smith, attorney for Save The

Bays and Louis Bacon, took members of the

Parliament of The Bahamas to court, chal-

lenging their right to parliamentary privilege

over revealing Save The Bays’ financial

information—information deemed public by

the United States Treasury department’s rules

for 501(c)(3)s—causing a near constitutional

crisis in The Bahamas, what did the former

Prime Minister of the Commonwealth of The

Bahamas say? Nothing!

This is such an indictment. The question is

why?

Was the former Prime Minster of the

Commonwealth of The Bahamas so dense

that he had no clue what was going on? No.

The Former Prime Minister is a very intelli-

gent man.

So what then?

Some have claimed he was compromised:

what that compromise looks like is uncertain.

But here are some related facts:

The former Prime Minister has never

spoken out against Louis Bacon and

what Bacon has done through Save

The Bays to harm the country. In fact,

the former Prime Minister praised

Bacon for his supposed efforts in the

Clifton Cay fight thereby supporting

Bacon’s claim to have led the Clifton

Cay fight to protect the land that

house the now Clifton Heritage 

Site—much to the chagrin of the real

defenders of the Clifton heritage site.

Louis Bacon has been a long-time

client of Graham Thompson &

Associates law firm.

One of Graham Thompson’s senior

partners is a long-serving advisor to

the former Prime Minister.

So the question remains, why would the

former Prime Minister not speak out to pro-

tect our democratic processes, as was his

sworn duty to do?

What kind of leader would allow chal-

lenges to our constitutional rights and demo-

cratic structures and not once speak out about

it?

What are we to make of this? 

Was the former Prime Minister compro-

mised or extremely incompetent?

THE CLIFTON 

By P. J. Malone

REVIEW
The Clifton Review is a bi-weekly column that examines the 

question of the Clifton project along with the evolution of the 

war between two billionaires, the links to unsavory characters, 

the use of the courts for personal agendas, the involvement 

of the Government opposition party (the FNM), and 

the attacks on the Government of The Bahamas.

The Silence 
of The Former
Prime Minister

“No one is born hating another person

because of the color of his skin, or his back-

ground, or his religion. People must learn to hate,

and if they can learn to hate, they can be taught

to love, for love comes more naturally to the

human heart than its opposite.” Nelson Mandela.

For starters:  Let it be known that whilst we are

deeply troubled by the extent to which we have

collectively become a frightened hateful people;

some of us are happy to report that, we are ever

hopeful that love will prevail and that – once it

does – we shall have a society where humanity

flourishes.

[Also]:Truth be told, the country is in need of

two state-of-the-art prisons – one for men, and

one for women. The living conditions at the exist-

ing facilities have been described as deplorable.

Several recommendations to build a new

prison have gone unheeded by successive gov-

ernments. It now appears likely that before a new

prison is built in The Bahamas, the sky will prob-

ably fall and there will be no need for a new

prison anymore.

The harsh conditions under which the inmates

are forced to live have turned many into hardcore

criminals. Some ex-convicts have admitted that

they have become hardened criminals by being

incarcerated in an overcrowded prison. The Fox

Hill prison was built to accommodate fewer than

half of its present inmates.

While there has been wide spread acknowl-

edgement of the appalling conditions, govern-

ments have not decided to put the costs of build-

ing a new prison as a priority. Not only is a new

prison needed, but the government must imple-

ment serious reforms to make it more humane for

prisoners, even though most of the citizens do

not have much sympathy for criminals.

Studies have shown that a key element of an

effective crime-reduction strategy is a prison sys-

tem that focuses on reform rather than solely

incarceration. Prison reform could help to main-

tain social stability and enhance human develop-

ment growth. For this to happen, it would require

fundamental changes to the prison system,

which is not a priority for the government, or so it

seems.

Crime will not be reduced by putting criminals

in an environment that makes them worse than

when they entered. Many in the wider public

believe that prisons tend to create hardcore crim-

inals, but it should be compulsory for inmates to

participate in rehabilitative programmes before

being released from prison. Included in the pro-

grammes to help prisoners fit into society upon

their release should be life training skills, job

training, entrepreneurship, goal setting, conflict

resolution, anger management and education.

As delivered by an unknown author, these

words of advice speak an ineffable set of truths;

much of which is encapsulated in Nelson

Mandela’s prescient words to the effect that: “No

one is born hating another person because of the

color of his skin, or his background, or his reli-

gion. People must learn to hate, and if they can

learn to hate, they can be taught to love, for love

comes more naturally to the human heart than its

opposite.”

What do you say when even when you sleep

and dream of a good life ahead, you wake to that

reality where life is hard and where all around you

are the haters and the killers; and as you try to

adjust yourself to the situation at hand, you dis-

cover that the hate in you rises and that the killer

in you seems sated on nothing more and nothing

less than human blood-shed.

In other words, you become – Anansi-like –

the venom-goosed up spider you were told you

should at all costs avoid in this crime-cankered

land.

This is the story behind that narrative which

sometimes begins with ideation as to how chil-

dren are not be spared the rod and as to how

they may have to experience this  or that cruelty

at the hands of their elders if they are to learn

right from wrong -- and thus by the wickedly

effective hands of their progenitors they learn of

cruelty and pain.

This Donald J. Trump must have learned by

the spades-full; and for sure, Barack Obama

eschews with all the strength given him by a

graceful God.

As available news-copy now reveals: While

Donald Trump refuses to unilaterally condemn

the white supremacist march which occurred in

Charlottesville over the weekend, a tweet from

Barack Obama asking for tolerance and peace

has become the most popular one on the plat-

form.

Three million people have liked his tweet,

which shows him looking in a window at children

of all different races.

HuMAn
FlourisHing
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Minister of Health Dr.

Duane Sands said The

Bahamas has a high quality

level of healthcare however,

when it comes to value for

money, the country falls short

and its due in large part to a

shortage in nurses. 

“We spend $2,500 per year

per person, but our healthcare

outcomes suggest that we

spend far less and so we waste

all of the spending on health

in part because the models we

have adopted are simply inap-

propriate for our needs,” Dr.

Sands said on Sunday during

Love 97’s radio talk show

Jones and Company. 

“Much of what we do

should be discarded, revised

and improved.” 

Moving forward, he said

the first order of business

should be for the necessary

authorities to look at where

exactly the waste is.

Dr. Sands revealed plainly

that healthcare is falling short

mainly in part to the mistreat-

ment of nurses.

“The most important

aspect of healthcare delivery

is time spent for interaction

with a registered nurse,” he

said.

“The truth is that in any

healthcare, probably the most

important is a registered

nurse. In The Bahamas we

currently are losing resident

nurses to North America at a

clip that is threatening the sur-

vival of our healthcare sys-

tem.” 

Dr. Sands said the country

currently has a shortage of

more than 800 nurses despite

importing nurses. 

When asked what con-

tributes to this, Dr. Sands said

truthfully nurses are not

respected the way they should

be or adequately compensat-

ed. 

“Last year, in our Critical

Care Unit we lost 55 nurses.

So in that beautiful Critical

Care Block we have at the

Princess Margaret Hospital,

we have beds closed because

we have lost so many nurses.

We are competing with North

America and our focus in The

Bahamas has not been to

invest on the single most

important part of the single

most important part of the

healthcare system,” Dr. Sands

said. 

“So let’s say that we

strengthen the term of

engagement of these nurses.

Maybe we should ensure that

these persons earn a living

wage.” 

Ultimately, the minister of

health said the solution may

be to reroute funds, but could

not say specifically what

funds would be shifted. 

BY RANECHEA ELLIS
Journal Staff Writer

Dr. Sands: ‘Nurses
Shortage Weakens

Healthcare Services’

4 Minister of Health Dr. Duane 
Sands (Journal file photo)

MIss gRAnd BAhAMA MeeTs PInTARd

4 Minister of Youth, Sports and Culture the Hon. Michael Pintard takes photo with Miss Grand Bahama 
Miss Tiasha Lewis, during a courtesy call at his Ministry, on September 18, 2017. At 17-years-old, Miss 

Lewis is the youngest contestant in the upcoming Miss Bahamas Universe Pageant. She is also the former 
Head Girl of St. George's High School, graduating Salutatorian with a 3.87 G.P.A. (BIS Photo/Eric Rose)
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Tourism Minister Dionisio

D’Aguliar said he is con-

cerned that Resorts World

Bimini will take a few weeks

to open. 

During the prime minis-

ter’s hurricane assessment

tour of Bimini last week, it

was revealed that Resorts

World Bimini would not be

open for several weeks. 

The minister of tourism

who was a part of the assess-

ment delegation said he

knows that a business would

want to open as quickly as

possible to take advantage of

the economic opportunities

so the fact that they're not

opening right away means

that they have suffered sub-

stantial damage.

D’Aguliar said, “It is con-

cerning that they're going to

take as long as they are to

open up however they have

to do their assessment.  They

have received substantial

damage to their docks and as

a boating hotel primarily,

they probably feel until they

get that component of their

product up, running and fully

operational, it’s probably

better for them to stay closed

and sort that problem out

first.”

Resorts World President

Missy Lawrence said their

expected date to reopen and

fully welcome guests back is

September 27th.

“We're trying very hard to

get back to work. We have a

lot of hurdles to overcome.

We have to do some mold

remediation and get all of our

supplies back as everything

is spoiled,” Lawrence said. 

She added that most of

their staff was evacuated and

they are not able to bring a

lot of employees back until

they can feed or house them

correctly. 

“We have offered our

team members who do not

have the funds to get back to

Bimini fare wages to help

them get back,” Lawrence

said.

Rafael Reyes, president of

Rav Bahamas, said they are

continuing their hurricane

assessment to ensure every-

thing is fine because some-

times things appear as

though they are fine, but

upon closer inspection it’s

revealed that there are some

integrity issues to be

addressed. 

He said, “Luckily we did

not lose any lives.  I think

that was the most important

thing. This is a more new

type of development so all of

our construction has been

done up to code.”

Reyes said his company

has hurricane impact win-

dows and their structures

throughout the development

are done with the highest

level of hurricane protection

as possible. 

He added, “The marinas

were a big blow for us. They

are our parking lot. The

marine is basically an inte-

gral part of our economy

here. It's definitely some-

thing that we are concerned

about as we did sustain a lot

of damage there.”

At the time Reyes said he

did not know the estimated

value of the damage they

sustained, but was happy

that the power and water was

on.  
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A “Cash Grant Program”

notice circulating the web

has been done so on com-

plete false pretenses, accord-

ing to Cabinet Office. 

Press Secretary Anthony

Newbold said yesterday that

the advisory alleges that

there is a “Cash Grant

Program” that has been

established to “improve the

standard of living for those

persons paying bills, buying

a home, starting their own

business, going to school,

even helping to raise chil-

dren.”

However, Cabinet wishes

to advise the public that the

prime minister is not aware

of any such program nor has

he recommended any person

or group to receive benefits

from such a program.

“This information is with-

out foundation and patently

false,” a statement issued

Cabinet Office said. 

“The public should exer-

cise extreme caution when

sending personal informa-

tion, and should not respond

to such requests, which are

unverified and bogus.”

The matter is said to have

been forwarded to law

enforcement. 

BY RANECHEA ELLIS
Journal Staff Writer

Govt Warns of False
‘Cash Grant Program’

BY C. JILLIAN GRAY
Journal Staff Writer

GoT NEWS?
Please call The Bahama

Journal’s News TIP 
LINE at 356-7254 
and let us know!

Bimini resort Closes for repair after Hurricane irma

CARICOM TeAM VIews RAgged IslAnd AfTeR IRMA

4 Minister of Foreign Affairs the Hon. Darren Henfield (left) speaks, on September 16, 2017, as (from second left) Caribbean Community (CARICOM) Chairman 
and Grenada Prime Minister Dr. the Rt. Hon. Keith Mitchell, Minister of Labour Sen. the Hon. Dion Foulkes and Bahamas Ambassador-Designate to CARICOM His 

Excellency Reuben Rahming listen, during a delegation visit to Ragged Island to see firsthand the damaged raged by Hurricane Irma. (BIS Photo/Patrick Hanna)
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